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Sweet Perfume: | 


| Taken out of the Wo 
Sanctuary of the moſt Sacred Scriptures; A h 


In Allufion to thoſe mentioned, Exod. chap. 30. verl. 2 


to 37.. Compounded of many precious logredients 5. 
Poured forth into Eight Veſſels, or Treatiſes; for the Uſe, and E 
the Church of Chriſt, until his ſecond coming. 
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vl; T be (, ontent's of the Eight T reatiſes. > 
At Treatiſe. M1 He Yoifton, Exerciſe, and Triznph of Faith ; In which is diſcovered fre 

the Elevated and Holy Mount of Divine Contemplation. 1. The ſk 
dows of Faith. 21y. Thetrue Faith, and its Object, God in Chriſt ; more particularly 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Incarnation, Lite, Death,Paſlion, Reſurre&ion,Aſcention, ar 
coming to Judgment, with the Benefits accruing from them, to every true Believer 
3ly. The loſtand miſerable condition of every man by Nature. 4ly. The Reſtauratic 
of man by Grace ; conſidered as accompliſh'd by Chriſt, in and by his Prieſtly, Prophe 
tical and Kinsly Offices, 5ly. A Profped of Eternal Life, conſidered in the Glorikcati 


on of the Soul and Body; particularly, as to the Faculties and Aﬀections of the Soul z | 
25 £0 the Senſes and Members of the Body, in the new Heaven and new Earth, durm 
Chriſt perſopal Reign upon Earth, for a thouſand years, 6ly. A Prophetical Viſton« " 
aith, holding ſorth twelve great works of God, which will ſhortly begin to appear, ar 
ſhall be fulfilled in their ReſpeRive Seaſons; and to be ended in the Tranſlation of | 
Saints tb Heaven ; The Compleatment of all Scripture Propheſies ; the particulars of whidff | © 
Twelve Magnalia Dci, View inthe next Page 3 all which is intermixt with Holy Solile 
quies, and Divine Ejaculations, applicable and profitable to every true Believer. C 
-$ TIT Treatiſe, A Scripture-Carechiſme, contained in an Epiſtle, ſent by the Aurthd 
in the Name and Perſon of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ro his Wife and Children whereir, inf | x} 
Scripture-phraſes only, is held forth the Doctrine, and Daty of a rrue Chriſtian 3 A work FE 
of excellent uſe for private Families, as an Appendix to Catechiſing, | 
III Treatiſe. Divine Medirations upon the Creation, -Mans Fall, and Redemptio 
| by Chriſt ; preſented by the Author to his Parents, in the one and twentieth year of h | 
| age. 
Ty Treatiſe, . A Pillar of Praiſe, or Occaſional Meditations upon many Remarkabj tr 


+ I Mercies and Deliverances vouchſated by the Lord, to the Author and his neareſt Rel 

MM 4 tions, _ 
Wo * V Treatiſe, New Light , Properly fo called, as unſhadowing many Scripture 
5 -pheſies; A neceſſary Appendix to the Treatiſe of the Viſion, exerciſe, and Triumphsi 
Faith ; wherein is principally .handled ; 1. The binding of Satan for a thouſand year 
2ly. The Vitorious Kingdom of Chriſt ( preceding the caſting of the Dragon andh 
* { Angels into the bottomleſs pit, of Hell) over all the open Enemies of his Church, 3ly. 
Reign of the Saints under Chriſt in this world, during the thouſand years of Satans In 
-" ny 4ly. The looting of Satan, and the re-caſting of him again into the Lo 
Il, after the deſtruction of his Armies of Gog and Magog by Fire, at our Lords comi 
\ | to Judgment, and coincidently, the delineation of the Roman Antichriſt, and his t 
We | Hornes, by the Pencil of the Holy Spirit ; rogether with his Birth, Heighth, Eall, and4 

+ 4 Reign and Lives of the Popes, until the year 1600. As alſo by the way, the reſt of 


| 


2 
41M 
T 


_O 
+. 
f 
Y 


vs - 
F-* 
- # 


-»] Scripthre Chronologie in Verſe, from the Creation of the World, tothe Birth of Chr 
nd the Churches accompt ſince, until Arno Dom, 1666, 3 

© | VIT Treatiſe; The Lords days Preeminence above all other days, held forth in 
| aumbleanſwer'to a Paper, or Quere given to the Author, by King Charles the Firſt, 
4-Ferningthe Obſervation of the Lords day and Eaſter day. | _ 
abs. Deve, or an Epiſtle of Peace, direfted by the Author, to his 

\, the Presbyterians, and Independants, as a probable meanes £6 h 
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+ TWELVE MAGNALIA DFI: © 
| Or Heads, of the wondeiful Works, and Aflings of God on Earthg(* 


vy the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, during his Mediatorie K ingdome, (not 
get Accompliſht ;) All which are Treated of, in three Tra&s of 


this Volume. 


| f Rr Raiſing of the Witneſſes, Rev. 11. 3.unto the 13th. 
Il. The ViForious Kingdom of Chriſt, appearing in the Burning of 

the City of RomegRev. 18. 8,9. | 

IL. The Total and Final Rnine of the Papacie, and of the Papal King3 
of the Earth, her Popilh Supporter, Rev. 19. 19, 20, 21. 

IV. The Retwrn to Canan of the Ten Tribes, and the Jews, atd their 
Converſion, Rom. 11. 25. to the end. 

V. The total overthrow of the Turkiſh Empire, by the 7ſraelites, and 
the ſubduing of all open Enemies of the Saints, by the reformed Nations , 


Ezek: 38, 39. Chapters. ' Day. 2. 44, 45. 
VI. The Binding and Caſting of Satan, and his Angels into the Bot- 


true Chronology and Account, Rev. 20. 1, 2,23. 
VII. The Converſion of the whole World, to the profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
{zity, Pſal. 69. to the end, Rev. 11. 15. : ey 


tomleſs Pit, the Local Hell, for one thouſand years, to begin (as I hum- 
bly conceive) about the fix thoufand year of the world, according to a P 


V 111. ThePeaceable Kingdome of Chriſt, to be exerciſed by hisSaints| 


{in this World, for one thouſand years, (the time of Satans 7mprifons | 5 
ment,) which will begin (as 7 hambly conceive ) in the year of they. 
[World, fix thouſand and one, being Daniels firſt Monarchy, Rev. 2. 44, 


ml145. Chap. 7. 17,18. 26, 27. Rev. 29. 4. And the Churches Sabbatiſme up- i 


= 
- 
. 


®. 
= 


lon this Earth, Heb. 4. 9. 


IX. The Looſing, and the Re-caſting Satan and bis 4ngels into Hell ,” EN 
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A Synopſis of the General Heads of this Treatiſe: 


| 

if 3, Definition of Faith 
c Hiſtorical 

Diver ſorts of Faith , viz © Temporary 
Miraculous. 

The Means of Faith 

; The Objet of Faith, Chriſt 


| Born) of the Virgin Mary 
Perfecired by Herod 
His Agony 
His Condemnation by Pilate 
Q Crucifted 
| His Death 

His Burial 
| H#u Victory over Hell 

His Reſurretion 
LC His Alcenhon 


Chriſt 


Mind in generel 


I]. Man by Nature Miſerable in by Underſtanding 
Soul, viz. in his ; Conſcience 


Will 
AﬀeCtions 
| Riches 
oy ,which cannot be in dos 
The diſorder in t' em, Jos s Pleaſures 


namely, in Wi [dom 


Fear 


| 
| 
| 
| 


-In general 


II. Mans miſery 
in body 


\ 
Eyes 
In particular, the \Ears 
finfulneſs in bis< Smell 
Taſte 
Touch 
| Priefis Offi '# in Jeng" 
15 Chris fo rer ceſfo In particular 
I SatisfaGion by bith 


7uftification 62 
Forgiveneſs of fins 63 
Of Imputative Righteouſneſs 63 
The Definition thereof 64 
Proofs of our right to Chriſts Imputative Righteouſneſs : : 
by Scripture Demonſtrations $ , 
| y 
.* Gene al ®ve\iions and Objetions, anſwered 67 
= | 4 Dialogue between Chriſt and the ſoul 74 
F:507 C Aggin|i the mind and underſtanding 747 Chriſt anſw. 75 
| | | Chri( 
? Againii the Conſcience 75 | Chritt anſw. 55 
f; The ſouls -gain|t hardne|s of beart 75 | Chriſt anſw. 
particular 4 Againſt the memories 78 > Chriſt anſw. 
complaint | *gainſt the will 80 | Crit anſw. 39 
S 1-gainſt the aſſedtons y VIE. Love J$ i | Chrift anſp. 8 
C L J >" 3 


CHis Goverment .99 


His excellent perſon 99 Aunthor.God 102 
| His Laws 101 commended from thes DO 102 
Holineſs 10 
| | EE 107 4 , | 4 
| : ams ſin' 10 
; | | | Sin 108$ vir, SOrigndl I - 
| rChrits | His Protettionic6 4 Atiual 112 
on Ir ts CO EN: 219 
Kinply < 7 . Riches Il 3 
Office, | C116 from) 3. Honours 11g] 
| 93+VIZ" | Coveteouſneſs ns = 
»Of | Senſual pleaſures 12 - 
Chrifts | Honour 2; 
Kingly | His condu@t & | Perſecution U 8 
Office. 5 encouragement 5 Death | 139 
| | dgdinſt | Fear of Death 132 
. eps and ſeparation 
| ſoul end body #7 133 
Sha8. ws leg in the ReſurreZion 135] 
.Chrifts Kingly Office at the laft Judgmenc &. | 


| 


Her general complaint of ber Univerſal unworthyneſs $4 Chriſt anſw.$5 
Jn particular reſpeti of her Sences, Tongue, and Body 88 Chriſt anſo.8g 
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Eternal life, and Glorifled fate of Man in general 
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In general 


In general 188. 
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The Underſtanding glorified 
The Will glorified 
| The Memory glified 


>= ( Love glorified 


The AﬀeRti- > Fear glorified 


ons 172 gene- 


Zeal glorified 
Anger plrified 
Joy glorified 


151 


4P119214 


Its Spiritualneſs 


Its Swiftne(s 


164, 


In ſpecial< Its Splendor 


143 & 149 


148 
I49 
I50 
Ic1 
153 
156 
I 60 
169 


169 
169 
I71 


Its Incorruptible- ? 
nef&TIamortality { 175 


World by fire 
ends with judging the wicked 


 Patedto Heaven for ever. 


12, Chriſts Mediatory-Kingdon ends, the Saints are tran- 


"The Sight glorified 195 
The Hearing glorified 199 
The Tafteglorified 205 
; The Smelling glorified 210 
In yarticu/ars, Touchingglorified 21% 
Of the Tongue the k 
Organ of ſeveral Jan 
CG ſenſes | 
Twelve wonderful Allings, or Works of God to be fulfilled 239 
. The raiſing of the Witneſſes 239 
. The ruine of Rome 239 
. Theruine of the Papacy 240 
Tiraels Converſion 240 
The deftrufion of thegreat Turk - 241 
. The binding of the Devil for « thouſand years 241 
. The Converſion of the World 241k 
. The dejirufion of all Chrifts enemies 242 
. The Saints peaceable raign for a thouſand years 243 
0. The deftrudiim of Gog , and Magog, and of the | 


24 


11. The day of Judgment begun with reward to Saints, 


244 
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Errata. 


N the Titles of the Fourth and Fifth Pages, for Death, Real Faith Page 17. 
Line 25. Nebuchadonazzer, Read Nebuchadnezzar. p. 26. in the mergine, | 
for 7am's r, Lamentations. Þ.27. 1. 29, f. chus, r. his, p. 29. 1.6. f. afflition r« afte- | 
&Oon. p. 33. 1. 34. f. brawl r. ctawt p. 39. L 38. after the word Srephen,add eye. | 
P 40 I. 28. leave out which. Þ. 42. 1.32» f-Lunary r.Lunacy,and |. 40 f.arc r.were 
P. 48.'l. 33. f,plcaſure Pp. play ſure, P 49- 1-8. f. Philoſophers r. Philoſophies. Pp $3. 
|. 12. for thoſe exceſs r. whoſe excels. 'Þ- $4. 1. 30. f. inordinare r..inordinacie! 
P.54. 1.39, f.Narure r. Natures P. 66. | 28, f.halt rc. half P 85, 1.39 f. Foſbua F. 7 0/rab | 
p87. 1.31. f.be thyr. be to thy. p.29. 1. 4. f,peculiarly r. in part. p. 90. [. 17. f,.ex- 
havraſting r. exhauſting. p.$2. I. 11. f.England r. Iſrael. p.105. 1.1. f. of my mind! 
r. of gaind Þ.116. 1. 26. add it, before deſcends. p.119. 1.33. f. aicenting r. accep-|. 
ting. P-130- 1.5. f.their r. theſe 1.40, f meat r. meal p.134. 1.19 f.binding r.bend- 
ing, 1. 40. f. yellowed r. Gellicd, p. 153. 1 19. f.lights r. light, p.155.1.15. f.eye 
r. eyes, P. 157 1.6.fpreſervd r. preſerd, Pe159- 1.31. f. a ſpring r. a{piring,p. 151. 
1.4. f.buries lip r. but in thar life : 1.22 f.Beaſts r.Brars: 1.24 f.chought r. thoughts: 


r, immur'd : p.i81 1.9f,the r. their : p, 189 |. 3 Eſubſtrattion r. tubſtracum : 1..8 
f. Elixa r. Elixar : p.153 4-15 ſo what uſe cr. what ufe: p.210 1. 17 fNabal r, Na- 
dab: p. 214 1.26 f.with r. which: p.2351.30f. tor. ſo.p. 245 1. 13 f Ican preceed 
r. I cannot procecd, 
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being a moſt pure act. 


\ 


DIVINE 


MEDITATIONS. 
ON 
FAITH: 


The Viſion, Exerciſe and Triumph 
of FAITH. 


Q Here the Treaſure is, there's the Heart, | 
= the thoughts, the affe&tions aMfo;| 
A judicious mind is' vertuouſly am. 
bitious, only being inamored waithf|:. 
that, whoſe true worth 1nvites .moſt 
its Contemplation, glancing over in- 
feriour things with a ſuperficial and 
CRE” | eneral ſurview. | 

The Soul of Man 1s never un-imployed, though: often 
miſ-imployed, reſembling in the perpetuity, though not 
in the quality, of its' motion, the ever and allmoving} 

Creator; who as he, ever was, ſo was he never idle, as 
_ Is this true? Is the mind of Man never vacant?, tf 
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Matth. 6. 20. 


GRO TIE 


Matth. 13. 44- 


Ut | 


1ced, when ſet within a foile of Humility. 


Divine Meditations on Þ aith. | 


ow 
| 


bo 


alſo if we ſuffer it at once diſtratedly to wander over ſe- 


| veral*fpecies (though withir the ſtrength of ics Tpecula- 


- 


thou never idle O my Soul? Strive then not to be idely | 
employed; that both in aGing, and 1n acting well, thou | 
maiſt be more like thy Maker. And let the riches on which | 
thou placeſt thy love, be Heaven and heavenly things : | 
I here neither Moth nor ruſt corrupt, nor Thieves break | 
throngh and ſteal; fo ſhall ſuch T rgaſure be, not the Pri- 
ſon, bur the Paradiſe of thy heart. 

Among(t all thoſe precious Graces heapt up inthe bound- 
teſs Store-honſe of Gods mercy, though each particular 
1s to be admired, yet are there degrees of preheminence. 
For like as the beautiful Stones fet in Aaron's Veſtments 
the Planets amongſt the lefler Stars: So theſe three Di- 
vine Graces, Faith, Hope, and Charity, out-lhine the reſt, 
attrafting the eye of my Soul, and as much invite my 
Contemplation, as they neceſtitate my triton. | 

Theſe, theſe are the Fundamental Graces, Superiour 
to all ether, both in reſpect of the Excelleucy oft their 
Obje&, Chriſt Jeſus, and of their Subjeft wherein they 
relide, a true Chriſtian. The other, vis. Temperance, j 
Fortitude, &c. being often-times beſtowed by God on 
many natural Men,in whom they ſhine with a dim Light, | 
never with a Sur-like ſplendor. They (like the 7dians) 
poliefiing thoſe Treaſures, which Curiſtians know beſt the 
right uſe of: Such Diamonds being then only truly pla-| 
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Thus my Soul, through the tree Grace of thy Heaven- 
ly Father, haft thou exhibited to thy view, and enjoying 
a Mine of Treaſure, a Heaven of Happineſs, Riches which 
exclude not, but command thee to covet. O follow thy 
Saviours Counſel, be a joyful Man, and indaſtrious Mer-! 
chant. Part with all thy ſinful Lults, Self all thy worldly} 
Vanities; parchaſe this Field, and Trade tor theſe Pearls. 
Thy affeQions are the price; which that thou mighteſt dif 
burſe without delay,look more ſeriouſly into their worth, | 
ſo ſhalt thou at once affeR, and poileſs them. | 

As'the optick faculty is both weak, and uſeleſs to us, | 
in the Diſcovery of things that are either too neer,or too} - 
far diftant; and-ſo ont of the command of its Power: ſo} - - 


tion ) | 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. 
tion) 1t- cannot give a true judgment, or deſcription of 
any particular, The ſame Rules bound our underſtand. 
ing, the perſpective of our Souls. For look we on God, 


revelation, our fight 15 cataracted and dimned with 1900- 
rance. View we him too neer in the attribute of his 
mercy, we grow preſ{umptuouſly blind. Or place we ter- 
rene vanities in our affections as worthy to be equally ga- 
zed on with him, our reaſon will prove both purblinde, 
and talle-fightedzrendring an untrue and unprofitable dil- 
covery to our Souls. The laſt of theſe Rules let me firſt 
applyzthen tollow here the objects propoſed to my preſent 
Meditation, which are the Principal and Evangelical Ver- 
cues. Shall I then at once ſnperficially glance over them ? 
No, rather view thon my Soul each. grace apart, that ſo 
thou mayeſt better diſcern the dignity of each particular. 
And as Faith hath the preheminence amongſt them, and 


templation. | 


Definitions; the Chriſtians to the Scripture, as being the 
truth, and ſo no error in 1t; as being the Foundation,and 
therefore no building. without it. Wouldſt thou know 


and thou ſhalt find, that Faith is the Subſtance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen. O perfe& fi- 
gure, O true Effigies of that Heavenly. Grace, drawmreven 
to the Life. by that only great Arts-Maſter, the Spirit of 
God! Frail Mortals that we are, extraordinary need have 
we of ſuch exa& Deſcriptions; fince like weak-fighted 


' Men, we multiply our object, graſping frequently-the fha- 


dow in ſtead of the ſubſtance. Thus-being oftentimes 
deceived in our judgments, by the many counterfeits of 
Faith , Let us upon ſome Proteſtors thereof ' (that even 
fallhood may not want a witnels) curſorily gaze,)''as' Pa: 
ſengers uſe to do, on executed, Traytorsz learning wiſ- 
dome from/others harms, rather pitying their folly; rhan 
following their, example. - ei. Shi=s Tone ntl” 27 
glotiouſly, and: yet ſuffer an Eclipſe, 


...: The Sun may riſe 
2 ba it mount the Meridian. Gdod beginnings may 
: B 2 


z 
= make 


Phyloſophers are beholding to Ariſtotle for moſt of their | 


that Infinite being, further then our limits in his gracious | 


the firſt place in us, at our regeneration; fo in thy Con- 


ot 


[then O my+Soul what Faith is? Search the Scriptures Hebr, 11; I, 
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N. B, 


Hiſterical 
Faith. 

| Ezck. 49 3- 

Genel. 28. 12. 

Genel. 3. 1. 


[ Numb. 13. 
/ 


| 
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Drvine Meditations on Death. 


make us expe, cannot aſſure us of good proceedings. 
Many run in a race, but he which perſeveres to the end 
obtains the prize. Man-kinde doth commonly aſcend 
one degree towards Heaven,where frozen with ignorance 
and folly, they afar of, with the Owle, wonder at the 
Light, not caring by their approach to enjoy its heat, or 
to be enlightned with its brightneſs; like filly Birds ho- 
vering over the Devils blaze, (that fowler of Souls) or 
with 1gnorant Travellers, eying and following that falſe 
and wandering Light of Worldly Vanities, until they be 
| plunged in their own deſtruction. Amongſt theſe, give 
me Jeave to point out the Hiſtorical Believer, who hath 
waded, and in the deep, in EzekieÞs River; hath aſcen- 
ded one ſtep of Jacob's Ladder; yea,with the Serpent in 
Paradiſe (that Devil incarnate) hath found our the Tree, 
of whoſe ſweetneſs he (hall never be a happy partaker. 
O the folly and madneſs of rational Souls! who having 
ſpyed out the good Land of Canaan, chooſe rather, with 
the murmuring T1ſraclites, to wander in the Wilderneſs 
of Vanity, the Delerts of Evil, not only Forty Years, but 
their whole life time, then to go in to poſleſs that fruit- 
full Soile, with faithfull Jofbxah. Tell me, O Man, why 
the affetion doth as it were looſe its appetite, change his 
Channe), and diſſent from that Rule in Heavenly things, 
which in terrene objedts it both allows, and follows. The 
Covetons Man having begun but to taſt of Riches, con- 
tinues a Afidas, ever after, wiſhing to touch and feed on 
nothing but Gold. The Yolaptzous Man having had but 


votes his ſtrength, his time, his life to its ſervice. And 
the Ambitious Man having once: kneeled on the Foot-ſtool 
of honor. never reſts, until he hath aſcended the Throne. 
On the-other fide, change we bnt the Place, Earth for 
Heaven (although the objeQs differ much in worth ) and 
our' minds change alſo. The Hiſtorical Believer, by his 
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| Revel. 22.1. | hence all 'Rich Streams ' of Graces, and/Rivers of Li 
{proceed; '/: The everlaſting Mine, and Treaſure of PFrea- 
x (f] 'P! g p ſures, | 


| his 'Eternal Beeing is only the upexhauſted Ocean, from 
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an Airy view of Pleaſure, is enamoured with it, and de- 
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general knowledge and obſervation of the Principles of]. _ 
Nature and Juſtice,cannot but confeſs a God ; next,that. 
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Divine Meditations on Death. 
ſures, which are as infinite 1n their quantity,as their value. 
Yet for all this proficiency in the theory of Divinity, he 
{till remains a drone, like a lazie Mathematician, only view- 
ing upon his Globe,thoſe magazins of wealth, (the 7zdzes ) 
without endeavouring, or taking pains to enjoy them. He 
knows that Princes are but Vice-royes, Tenants at will, 
Commilſlioners, whoſe Power laſts not beyond Gods will, 
or the date of their life; The Almighty only being the 
Fountaine of Honour, according to that of the Pſalmilt, 
Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor Weſt, ror from 
the South, but Godis the Judge, he putteth down one, and 
ſetteth #p another. Notwithſtanding this knowledge of 
Gods preheminence, he either like the Barbarians exchan- 
ges Gold for Glals, his golden Hours for frail and glaſly 
Titles, terrene and empty favours, which are but the coun- 
rerteits of true honour, a row of Characters, by which we 
ſhould fpell out Heavenly things, the ſubſtance of theſe 
{ſhadowes. | 

All Earthly honours are either wediately, that is, by 
courie of Blood, derived from our Parents to us, or elſe 
immediztely by the preſent favour of the Prince, conferred 


—— _ 


_ | rom the prefence of t 


upon Us; the worth of them conſiſting in the height of 
Title, Place or Priviledges above others not fo dignified. 
Look then O Glow-worm towards Heaven, and thou wilt 
ſoon contels how infinitely all Earthly yanities are over- 
matched ; they being but tude Patterns, helping us to 
judge of the Original; degrees to raiſe, not weights to 
depreſs our Meditations; a Mount Nebo to view Mount 
Sion. HaveweonEarth Kings to create us honourable? 
Behold, their Breath is in their Noſtrils 3 whereas in Hea- 
ven, the Lord is King for ever and ever, who hath ſaid 
and verified it, that though they are Gods, yet they ſhall 
die like Men. Further, the World gives to its favourites, 
large and magnificent Titles, adorning them with ſplendid 
Robes, which are (as it were) the Superſcription of their: 
Place and Eſtimation. Pharaoh: named Joſeph, Zaphnath 
Paaneab,which ſignifies Prince. Daniel is named Belteſhaz- 
Zar, according'to the name of the Caldears God. David! 


. | muſt be ſtiled the ___ in Law, Mordecaz goes out 


and 
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Divine Meditations on F aith. 
and white, and with a great Crown of Gold, and with a | 
Garment of fine Linnen and Purple. We {ce here how h- 
beral Earthly Kings, yea Kings of the Earth, have been in 
the expreſſion of their favours: and can any conjecture, 
the-eternal God, the only Jehovah, and King of Heaven | 
and Earth, can, or will be wantiag to his favourites? No, 
his Word, which ts truth it ſeit, (hall be our aflurance; 
Fear not little Flock, for it is your Fathers pleaſure to give 
you the Kingdome. Nor are we only Kings, but dignihed | 
above ſuch expreſſions; the Image of the only true God ' 
being renued, and 1mprinted in us. For through our Lord } 
Jeſus Chrilt's moſt great and precious promiſes are given | 
#nto us, that by them we ſhould be partakers of the Divine ! 
Nature. Hath Saul choſen David to be his Son in law? | 
yea,and he eſteemed it an honour worth the hazarding of ! 
his life © But behold what love the Father bath given to us, | 
that we ſhould be called the Sons of God. Was AMordecai | 
{o publickly honoured by 4haſuerus* God doth far ex- 
ceed in his free favours towards his: Witnels St. Johr,fay. ; 
ing, 1 ſawround about the Throne four and twenty Seats, 
and upon the Seats four and twenty Elders ſitting. clothed | 
with white Rayment, having on their Heads Crowns of | 
Gold. | | 
Come hither O thou loytering Soul, that careſt not to] 
aſcend the Mount with Abraham, and Tſaac, but ſtayelt 
below with his Servants, and Afles : that chooſelt rather 
to ſtand (till, and become a barren, and unmovable 7/lar} 
of Salt, with the faithleſs Wife of Lot, then with no lelfs} 
haſt than good ſpeed to travel toward Zoar, a place of! 
ſafety, with her righteous. Husband. The Poets tell us 
a Fable of one Tartalus, whole hunger-ſtarved Mouth 
covetoully gaſped after Golden Apples, which continu- 
ally fled from htm. TIT would ( O halt Believer ) thou 
hadſt his hunger, his thirſt, then would our Saviours lo- 
ving invitation be joyftully obeyed : If any Man thirſt, 
let him come unto me, and drink ſuch living Waters 
which ſhall not flie from, but into the longing Soul, Art 
thou Adam's Son? -O here behold 2 Tree of Life, whoſe 
Root is only tranſplanted from Paradiſe to Heaven that 
ſo the Fruit might hang down to Earth, Here is now-no 
pro- 
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| but ſpiritually, with the hand of thy Soul,which is a ſaving 


1{ before our Souls were Eagle-fighted, our minds illamina- 


Divine Meditations on Faith. 
prohibition, to re{train thy ambition, but a commiſſion to 


warrant thy affection : ( Take and eat: ) O take it, even 
_briſt in his Word, and Sacraments; not carnally as'Adam, 


and applying faith. Next reliſh it by Meditation, and digeſt 
it by prayer. T hen ſhall thine eyes be enhghtned;and'thou 
(halt perceive thy nakedneſs,that ſo Chriſt may cloath thee 
with his righteouſneſs here, and his glory hereafter. Then 
(halt thou behold the vanity of earthly pleaſures.riches,and 
honours 5 conteting that God is all thele, yea all in all un- 
to thee. T hat the. happineſs of Divine knowledge, conſiſts 
molt in fruition. T hat it is better to acknowledge God to 


be Immanuel with Tſaiah, then Daniel's God with Dari- 
than to ſee his Star afar of with Balaaze. To rejoyce in 
God our Saviour with the blefled Virgin, then to confets 
Jeſus to be the Son of the moſt high God, with the Legion 


God, which according to our capacity, the holy Spirit hath 


of Devils. Then ſhall that virtual and ſpiritual Figure of} 


Eſa. 75. 14. 
: ay , | | 
as. 1 0 1mbrace Chrilt in our armes by faith with Simeon; ' 


Dan. 6. 25. 
Luke 2. 28. 
Num. 23. 17. 
Luke 1. 47. 
Maik 5.7. 


(hadowed out by attributes in his Word, and Works, be ap-' 
propriated unto us by Faith, That ſo thoſe glorious rayes 
of his, to wit, his Holineſs, his Juſtice, his Power, which 


ted) rather {cortcht, than cheriſhed 3 dazled than enlight« 


ned us; meet all in the centre of his mercy, Jeſus Chriſt ; 


aud from him as it were by refleftion, powerfully work 


fying thee here, and glorifying 

thee hereafter. | 
All this while, O my Soul, thou haſt been viewing the 
firſt draught ot Faith, rudely painted after a Landskip fa. 
ſhion, and therefore ever beheld ar diſtance. Now ob- 
ſerve a ſecond mode], limb'd out more exactly, having 
in every part a ſeeming perftettion. O that the Colours 
would be but as laſting as lively. The dete@ then'of this 
Pourtraiture is a falſe'ground, manifeſted and proved by 
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tc judge my Brother, I will with reverence look into. -- | 
Ar 


aptly, or charitably be demonſtrated,or diſcovered by any 
7 tant piece I know,leſt I ſhould feem tobe niy own Judge, 


i 


its ſhort continuance. T he truth of which, fince it cannor |. 


| 


upon us, and comfortably refreſh the whole Man; renew- } 
| ing, juſtitying, and ſancti 
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Ark, the ſacred Scripturesz wherein, as there is the two| 
Tables of the Law for our inſtruction, ſo there 1s a Pot of 
Manna to encourage and ſtrengthen our obedience. An 
Aaron's Rod to tell us what we have been, are, and ſhould 
not be. There I doubt not but to finde ſome Antiqui- 
ties of the infant Age before the Law, or the middle 
Age under the Law, and ſome in the old Age of the 
World;that laſt meaſure of time under the Goſpel. Which, 
although duſted by death, ſurvived in thoſeliving chara- 
Cters for inſtruction, and our purpoſe. 
ws All humane judgments may erre. Neither 1s there any 
a {Seat of Judicature upon Earth, no not Peter's Chair, al. 
together free from injuſtice and falſe opintons. It it be 
the certain condition of Man to be uncertain in all his 
ways; Nam bhumanum eſt errare, \t 1s his Cuſtome toerre; 
How can he then which is a ſtranger at home, make atrue 
diſcovery abroad ? He that ſtumbles1n a known and even 
path, cannot chooſe but fall headlong, it he aſcend crag- 
gy paſſages. Hethat is ignorant of earthly things, cannot 
be ſpiritually judicious. The beſt oft-times are deceived 
by their own hearts. ( For the heart of Man is deceitfull 
above all things, who can know it © ) much more by others. | 
Thoſe which in the falſe Ballance of our underſtanding 
have ſeemed down weight,being placed in the Scales of the 
SanAuary, have been found wanting, as may appear in 
theſe following examples. Who,although they out-weat 
the proſpett of Men in the right way towards Heaven in 
the outward ads of Faith, yet afterwards either ſtood 
ſtill, or wanting Oyl for their Lamps, were benighted and 
ſtrayed in the bevald Paths of proſperity. Caz# the fir(t 
draught of humanity that ever Man drew 3 the fiſt born 
to whom hereditarily belonged the bleſſing, and the dou. 
ble portion; the fourth part of the then viſible Church, 
and a ſacrificing Prieſt before God; wiz. by his birth, e-| 
ducation.& offering,proved to be a Member of the Church) 
a Profeſſor, by his Prayers; (implyed as the inſeparable 
Companions of Sacrifices 3 ) the fruits of that profeſſion |. 
are manifeſt; ſo that to the ſuperficial view of Man, he} 
ſeems not only practically Religions, bur alſo to parallel} 
faithful Abel. Yet behold, in proceſs of time, his my | 
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of perſeverence, ſhewes his defe&t of $incerity 2 the mur- 
der of his Brother, his former Hypoertſie; and after- 


God 
rati0n. | 
Lots Wite was a member of the apparent Church; and 
as it is probable, forſook het native Country, her Fathers 
Gods, to be a ſofonrner, a ſtranger in'a remote Land 
with Abraham, And no doubt (while -fhe lived in that 
ſinful Sodom) was a frequent Hearer of that Doftrine of 
Repentance, which her Righteous husband' Preached 
with ſo unhappy ſucceſs. Yea, in conclufion, ſhe forſakes 
Sodom, being not only aided by the prefence, but Ted 
by the hand of an Angel toward Z94r, ' that Type of 
Heaven. But no ſooner did the Anget leave her, but 
her, eyes reverſion, diſcover her minds averſion. 
her ſelf would have ſeconded, ' hadenot the Almighty, 
in Favour to her Husband, and in Mercy to Us, made 
her an examplary Monument, in a Pillar of Salt. * 
Next, under the Law, behold Saxf, not only a Meni- 
ber, - but chofen of God to be the Captain- over his 
Church. A man every way well qualified; firſt, for his 
Body, his Proportion was' fo excellent, that there was 
none like him amongſt all the people. | And for his Mind, 
it was endowed (it {eem'd) both with Divine and Moral 
Vertues ; witnefs his jdyning in' Propheſez his perfor- 
mance of many Pious Duties, ' as Ins 8acrzfices at his Co- 
' [ronation, his acking Connſel of God, and inquiry after 
Sin; his —_—_— and humiltation after Samnels Re- 
proof ; his hamility at his Eletion, his patience and 
mercy at his Rejection and Defamation 3 his Forfitudle 
againſt the general and open Enemies of the Church 
the Ammonite; his Zeal againſt the' private 'and ſe- 
cret Enemies of Religion, viz. all: Witches and Wis: 
Zards. | L TOU 24813; of 
Here then is a ſpring of Piety; a'p fi, 
preſſion of Religion z a Gourd, whole” glory 
only ſerve as a Canopy of ſtate to Sawl;>but as' W 
to one of the Prophets. A gourd indeed, and” ſ&it/ Fa: 


the Hatred of goo& men, and' his ſelf Deſpai- 


wards concluded of, and puniſhed: with the Curſe of | 


Whick| 


le 
| 
ded. For the eave of his laft day ruined thar'frontifs} 
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phets, and -joyn'd: with them in Propheſie? His ignorance 
and wants-now. {end him to gnquire of the, Devil; - Did: 


cuſtom was to ask counſel of God, now: feeks after a 


norant of any reſtraint; now, contrary to his Oath'and | 


Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


piece of, Vertue, ; which his whole lites|belt; Actions bad 
raiſed towards Heaven. For, had he been with the Pro- 


he Sacrifice before to God > Now behold, the reward-| 
of Divination and Witchcraft are in his hand. He whoſe 


Witch;. and he whoſe ſeeming Zeal condemns his Righ-| 
teous Son, for taſting of an Honey-comb, although 1g- | 


Covenant made with God, without humiliation and 
judging of himſelf, or confeſhon of his fault, willingly 
and wilfully ſwallows. down the very gall of Sin. . His 
Humulity did nat more grace him, when he lay buried 
in the peoples Stuff, than | his Pride did debaſe him, 
when/he preſumed to be one. of Gods Council. That 
patience; 'fortitude,jand mercy which abounded, yea, 
was extended towards: others, is now deficient to him- 
(elf: For, he falls all along. upon the Earth, becomes 
ſore afraid 3 no ſtrength 1s left 1n him, and yet he refu- 
ſes to Eat. , For, having no conſcienge towards God, no 
wonder if his Body wants the, charity of Nature: When 
the Creature abuſes the Mercy of the Creator, he niuſt 
expeft to taſte of his Juſtice: And when he ceaſes to 
know Himſelf, he ſhall be made, to know his Puniſhment. 
Saul; hath forgotten , both his God and himſelf, and 
therefore. juſtly is. he now. forgotten, and hears his Fu-| 
neral. cenſure pronunced, by, blm who neyer ſpoke nor 
wiſhed better ro. man, To worrow fbalt thou be with| 
ae: * 
| Fofewarning:fore-armes not Sinners; he that doubted | 
of his Choiſe, though from the mouth of Gods Prophet, | 
credits. his. refuſal. and death from the Devils Oracle. | 
Extraordipary- ngs are the free and voluntary /gift| 
of God, and not believed of Sinners before enjoyed. } 
But. his puniſhments are-the due Burden of (ins deferr, 
t are expected before diyulged. The Soul} 
ten-times' atforchand ſenſible of that which the} 
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he now beleeves one i that he might diſpair. The firſt 
degree of 'a true:Faith, . being uſually, the falſe ones'laſt 
{tep. - God lifring up the one from the ſenſe of jJudge- 
ment to the faith/and fight vf Mercy.” Sin dragg the 
| other from the 'beliet of puniſhment” into the gulf of 
Deſpairation. 

Though S4#l hatlr his laft day marked out, even the 
morrow;. yet neither the love towards his Sons (whoſe 
Lives: bore the ſame date with his) nor care for himſelf, 
begets the leaſt endeavour, by delay, or otherwiſe, to out- 
live the fore-going Propheſie (inevitable are the Judge- 
ments of God); nay rather, he haſtens it, ſhortning his | 
flight, that he might ſhorten his life. And, that fin- (ac- 
cording to its nature) might have a companion, he moves 
his Armour-bearer to. be a traitour to his own Soul by ex- 
ample, whom his'precept could not force to be a traitour 
to his Prince. For, he falls upon his Sword, which, in- 
ſtead, of Defence., becomes a weapoty 'of Offetice. So 
often-times God deals with the Wicked 5 who, as in life, 
themſelves are their worſt Enemies, -ſo in death they 
ptove' their own Executioners, . Thus the Sacred Annals, 
before. arid ſince Moſes, hath by the Deads exatnple, 
given moſt lively arguments to prove this falfhood; of the 
deadneſs of this ſeeming life of faith. 'O adrmite here 
the infinite extent,of the Metcy of God !\ who ont of the 
carcaſe of this Lyon ( Sin} this Fater'(Death) brings 
forth ' both meat and ſweetneſs for his Sanpſons, his 
Nazarites; makirig the Downfal of the Fathers, the Riſes 
of the Children; their Ignorance our Knowledge; their 
faults and blindneſs, apt fpeCtacles to help The weakneſs 
of our: fight} It now remains, that the holy Records of 
the faithful and powerful Goſpel, as the Eccho of the 
O14. Teſtament, canſort in the like precedents; that by 
ſo conſonant an Harmony, the diffonant;' ahd unground-' 
ed judgement of the moſt ——_—_ «and temporary 
Believer, may be convinced, if not converted. 

The pureſt Gold.hath its Droſs; the beſt Wheat "its 
Taresz Yea, the Moon is ther moſt full of Spots, Wow 
leaſt empty of Light. The Church of Go@' in the Pti-| 
mitive times, in its Infant Age, had —_ who althougtr 
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they were deemed Members of Chriſt, had not yer put 
off the Old #2an, The old Adam. Many, whoſe Image 
and outward Superſcription ſeemed to be our Ceſars, yet 
proved to be falſe, and unvaluable Coyn, when "they 
came to their teſt, or exchange. Witneſs Ananias and 
Sapphira, (a pair doubly united, by Sin and Wedlock) 
who, before their trial, were eſteemed as Members of the 
True Church, as Beleevers of the Apoſtles Doctrine, and 
no doubt baptiſed in that Faith; the effects of which 
ſeemed to lead them on to forſake the world ; for, they 
fold their poſſeſſions to works of Charity and Piety, 
And laid it at the Apoſtles feet. Who would not here 
have parallel'd theſe with fincere Joſes, ſince both par- 
ties did the ſame duty, though not with the ſame heart; 
the one acting truly that Chriſtians part, which the other 
ng play'd. 

ans natural light is comparatively darkneſs, and the 
height of his Knowledge advantageth him only with a 
larger proſpect of his ignorance; he knowing moſt that 
confeſſes tro know nothing. T he conſcience of onr- want 
being the pertetion of our ſcience. Only thou, O Lord. 
art the Fountain of Knowledge and Wiſdom; theu trieſt 
the Heart and the Reins, and feeſt not as man ſeeth. 
Shalt not thou who planted the Ear, hear * Thou that 
formed the Eye, ſee? Thou that teacheſt man Knowledge, 
know? Thou, O Lord, knoweſt the thoughts of man. 
For what end therefqre, O Anzanias, tends the ſubtil 


Sin, haſtens the harveſt of Judgment, wherefore then this 
bare notion of Religion? This worlt Sin, hath Hells 
worſt Puniſhment. What ſerves for, O Sapphira, the 


fore the thunder-clap of Juſtice; ſince the ſpirit ſearches 
all things, yea, the ſecret things of God? He knew thy! 
untruth, thy lie, and therefore at once pronounced and 
executed the truth of thy Judgement. Zehold the feet of 


| them that have buried thy Husband, are at the dore, and 
| ſhall carry thee ont : Wherenpon ſhe fell down at the A- 
poſiles feet, and yeilded up the Ghoſt. Juſtice depriving 
[ of life ( Gods gift) which any way detain mans 
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impudent defence of this a&, which is as lightning be- : 


| _———— — 


compact with thy Wife? The ſtrength and ripeneſs of | 
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gift to God, to wit, their Offerings 3 or whatſoever elſe 


1s ſet apart for an Holy employment. | 

The indulgent Parent fears that the life ſtory of that 
child, will prove but a compendium, whoſe Infant years 
are an Abridgment of Mans ſtature. The like obſerva- 
tion will be proved true (at doubted) in many prepoſte- 
rouſly forward Chriſtians, who are like to Childrens Bub- 
bles, which, while they laſt, are but Topographies to 
the Beholders : Or, like Lightning; which, though it 
invelop Heaven, hath nought remaining ; yea, ſcarcely 
time and place to bear witneſs of its glory. So theſe 
hypocritical and temporary Profeſlors, ſeem a pertect 
Map of Chriſtianity, the ſplendor of Religion. Yet at 
the appointed time they vaniſh, becoming ſo much fur- 
ther off, by how much nearer they ſeemed to Heaven. 
View the experiment of this truth in the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ( from the opinion of whoſe Righteouſneſs, 
the Jews -drews this Maxim, That it any two on Earth 
ſhould be glorihed in Heaven, the one mult be a Scribe, 
the other a Phariſee.) That their Purity was but a Blaze, 
this vulgar conceit a Falſehood. Hear and believe the 
Word, yea, the Word of Truth, concluding theſe Wiſe 
men, Fools; theſe Guides, Miſleaders; theſe Patrons of 
the Common-wealth, unnatural Vipers; ſealing them up 
with a ſeven-fold Woe, for maniteſt an hypocriſie, to 
eternal Damnation. | . 

Our Saviour was many times guarded with troops and 
multitudes of Diſciples, whole momentary atjections 
proffered Him an Earthly Crown. Yet he, which knew 
all Hearts, knew the unconſtancy of theirs, and therefore 


committed not himſelf to them. For, had they been as 
Powerful as Willing, had their affeCtions been as fincere 


and- durable, 'as they were fervent, yet could not any 
earthly Monarchy allure him.to Reign, who left his Hea- 
venly Throne to Suffer ; exchar !ing a crown of Glory 
for a Crown of Thornes, that his Humiliation might be 
be mans Exaltation. O here behold the Unchangeable- 
neſs oft Gods Love, the Vanity and Unſteadfaſtneſs of 
Mans beſt Reſolution. Thole Diſciples, which even 
mow would have Crowned him, thoſe which traced him 
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' | of the Spirit in his Conſcience. Therefore no marvail if 


through Sea and Land, and. having*tound him, 1a1d, - 
What ſhould we do that we might: work the Works of 
God; yea thoſe, who, as it were filled with a paſhonare | 
defire of poſſeſſion, prayed, Lord, evermore give 'ws this | 
Bread ; thele-now, inſtead of honouring him with a 
Diadem, deny his Regal deſcent, ſaying, 1s mort this 
Jeſws the ſon of Joſeph. Theſe whole appetites deſired 
evermore to enjoy this Bread of. Lite, think there js now 
no living with this Food; as being too hard for their } 
digeſtion, their tongues teſtifying their diftate, ſaying, 
This is an hard ſaying, who can hear it * To conclude, 
they that ſo faſt tollowed him, now as faſt depart -from 
him ; Witneſs our Saviours queſtion-to his Choſen ones, | 
Will ye alfo go awaye O blefled Saviour, Let my Soul 
be a fellow reſpondent with Peter, and lay, Lord, to 
whom ſhall T go * Thou haſt the Words of Eternal 
Life. 

Ay Meditations have ſpent much time in the diſca- 
very of this oursfide of Faith." I ſhould now proceed, did 
not the hateful example of Apoſtating Dems ſtand bran- 
ded in Holy-Writ, for my obtfervation and concluſion of 
this Point. Knowledge 1s-the foundation of Faith, but 
God only is the Maſter /builder of it. Chriſtians are 
Prieſts, imputatively and derivatively from our Saviour, 
as offering up the Evangelical ſacrifices of Prayer, and 
Praiſe; but the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 1n a more eſpe- 
cial manner. Demas was a Prieſt, becauſe a Chriitian; 
Learned, as being without doubt, a Teacher; Pauls 1chol- 
ler and companion, one whole eyes were daily witneſles 
of Signes and Miracles; whoſe ears were frequent audi- 
tours of Gods Word : yet this man wanted the witneſs 


his ations were deſtitute of its power. The Wiſdom of 
this world is Foolifbneſs with God, and proves at length 
ſo to Man. Demas's worldlineſs diſcovers his Folly ; and 
his ſecond choice ſhews the Hypocrifie of the firſt. That 
affection which towards Chriſt hath an end, had never a 
beginning. The Love of God is Laſting. And though 
our weak underſtanding, through the interpofition of 
ſome great Afﬀictions, may conceive it tobe extinct; _ 

; ' tnat 


— 
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| of Iniquity £ 
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that ecliple paſt, this 6verture'6f falling otit;” proves tt hel 
renewing of Love: 'He that perſeveres to the* oy, = 
endleſly be Beloved. But he that grants God the Major, Z 
his youth and ſtrength; and of his full age the Hilo 


the letler part of that'time, and yet at latt doth'in ſug | 
| 


deny the conclufion, 18'as little a Chriſtian as 4 Logicta 


The Word of God, as it is the great luminary of Di-! 


vinity 3 fo hkewife the Sun of our:Souls, which difcovers 

unto us thoſe glittering counterfeits, which the falſe and 
wea.s lights of our depraved underſtandings, would pre- 
lent as blameleſs. This'ts that Star which Aides all 
iſe men'to Chriſt. APole Star, direQing only all Hea- 
veily Obſervers; being either unknown, Or elſe fot uſeful 
to worldly Stargazers. This Word, as it makes ns know 
our tclves, which 1s the principal of wiſdom, ſo 'it'makes. 
us diſcern (in ſome fort) others, which is the Divinity of 
Knowledge. Which of 'the Devout Jewes' world have 
thought the Scribes and Phariſees hypocrites, had not | 
the Word of that All-creating Word, Chrilt eſis, ana-| 
tomifſed their ſhametul- Corruption? . Who ziniong(t us ! 
would have judged a: Miracalous Faith, lefs than a $a-| 
ving; had not the fanie Verity affored us, That many. 
#hieh have Propheſied, caſt ont Devils, and done many 
wonderful Wogks in his Name, ſhoield be exc[udea Heaven 
with a Nanquzm novi vor; Depart from me'\ye Workers 
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T hic a man may be 4 Conduit-prpe to convey” Water 
of Lite to others, and -yet prove a vellel of Difhonour, | 
the Religious care of Paul witneffteth, who ſubjeFed bis 
body, leſt when he had Preached to "others, he himſelf 
ſhould become a Reprobate. But that they, whofe Word 
aided by the power of Faith, was mighty to caft Sarhan 


ot of others, ſhould be poltetled themſelves, 'is both |- 


Lamentable and Wonderful. 'Thefe indeed haye cropt 
the Leaves of Faith, leaving the”Fruit and K6or' be- 


hind : ſeeking therewith, like Adam, prefum wen 
EH 


hide their Nakedneſs, and want 
and Juſtification. Thus 'thefe, whillt rh to te- 
ceive others, the Devtt deceives ther,''' 

Charity, the moſt frumtal, " 2% chit cata | 
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Grace, begins firſt at home, The affeCtion which we 
bear to our ſelves, being the beſt pattern for direction 
of our loves towards others. Witneſs the approvation 


| of our Saviour Chriſt, whoſe abridgement ot_ the whole 


Law being Charity 3 the Rule of it was, To love our 
Neighbours as our Selves. From this Expreſſion, or thort 
Paraphraſe, who concludes not a primary and moſt na- 
tural Duty, neceſlarily to be implyed and commanded, 
"4 ſelf-loving) though not a ſelf-love as being the man- 
ner, quantity, and juſt weight of all our external acti- 
ons. Of this want, are thoſe _ guilty, reproved by our 
Saviour. who (too publickly officious ) offer to pull out 
their neighbours Mote, not being ſenſible of the Beam 
in their own Eyes. Alſo the unhappy Miracle - worker 
muſt here plead Guilty, of whom that Jewilh ſaying, 
fallly applyed-to' our Lord, may be truly verthied, He 
ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave. 

Gods Power is the chiefeſt agent in effecting Miracles; 
an Attribute moſt neceſlary to beget Fear, Admiration, 
and Humiliation. But alas, the Knowledge of Gods 
Omnipotency, ſhall rather affright, than comtort us, with- 
out the apprehenſion and ſelf.application of His love to- 
wards us, in Him, for whoſe Name ſake he wrought 
ſuch Signes. Yea, our Fear will prove {laviſh, and ſer- 
vile; our Admiration frightful and terrible 3*' our Humi- 
liation diſtrafted and deſperate, without the ſenſe and 
teeling, promiſe, and aſlurance of his merciful Love. 
For God js Love, and works by Love. -- His Love being 
the only cauſe of ours to Him, and to others, The 
truth of this, made -Paxl account all Faith, though able 
to remove Mountains, nothing without Charity 3 turther 
intimating, that how glorious foever ſuch outlides might 
ſeem, they would prove empty ſhells, void of the ker- 
nel, the ſubſtance, and true eſſence of Faith. Charity 
ben the Jeft hand of Faith, as Faith the right eye of 
Charlty. . | 

The needs no other witneſs of this Faiths inſuffici- 


| ency than Jadas 1ſcariot. Who was elefted-to; be one of 
the Select Diſciples, and dignified with the Higheſt of 

Callings, even to be the Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt. One 

D who 


Divine Meditations on F aith. 
who, both under the Law and Goſpel, had participated 
of thoſe initiating Sacraments, Circumciſion and Bap- 
tiſme, as allo of that which was for Confirmation, . the 
Pafleover. Further, he was a Preacher of the Covenant 
of Grace, by Word as well as by Name, by Deed as well 
as by Word; as appears. by our Saviours large Commil- 
fion. He gave them Power, viz. his Twelve Diſciples 
againſt Vnclean Spirits, to: caſt them out, and to Heal 
all manner of Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſeaſes. The 
Execution of this, the joynt Confeſſion of the Twelve, 
and of the Seventy Diſciples, doth manifeſt, faying, Lord, 
even the Devils are ſubjeF unto us through thy Name : 
Loe, here Judas miraculoutly caiting out Devils. Will it 
not be a wonder, yea, and ſeem an untruth, that this Saint 
is become a Devil? No. Such a Faith to have ſuch an 
End, is buc natural; a ſtinted Faith wants enlargement 
to continue, Through Faith in His Name we may do Mi- 
racles; but through Faith in His Blood, we and Judas 
only can be Saved. ; 

The light and fruit of Faith, and all other good 
|Works mult ſhine, not to me, nor to others alone, but 
to both: Men may be inſtruments of Heat” to others, 
and yer Cold themſelves. Many are made Executio- 
ners of Gods Power, which never enjoy his Grace. Ne- 
buchadonezzar was his Rod, Ciraxs his Servant : Nei- 
ther his Sozz. Yea, Miracles and proots are not wanting 
in our dayes; there being thoſe” (I fear) whoſe words 
have powerfully calt Sathan out of others, their own 
Souls being not delivered. from his Tyranny. _ 

Stories, the monuments of Art, preſerve in black and 
white, what once was done tn Colours, by a Grecian 
Painter; whoſe Skill was ſo much. an Ape 
that his lively Draughts deceived the double ſences of 
Birds; cauſing them to prefer the ſhaddows of Fruits, be- 
fore the fruitful Subſtance. The Devil in his ſubje& is 
not leſs void of Art, although they both differ in their 
ends; the one Deceiving, but to ſhew his Skill; the other 
being Skilful to deceive Birds who have not reaſon to 
correct their Sende, nor to diſcover the Shaddow of Shad- 
dowsz one is only a Laughting-ſtock of _ Artiſts inno- 
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cent Craft; But Man, whole incorporeal parts parallel 
the others Eſſence, yea, now tranſcend it, (by hew much 
a poſitive is better than a depravation) 1s the ſtage which 
Sathans deriſion tramples on. The leaſt of Scornes, 1s not 
the leaſt of Injuriesz the height of it, the greateſt of 
Cruelties. Such is his, for it wounds the wounded, ſeck- 
ing to deprive thoſe of Heaven, whom he hath already 
defrauded of an earthly Paradiſe. 

O my Soul, thou art one of this worlds Common- 
wealth, to whom this buſie Impoſtor, variouſly diſguiſed, 
offers his ſervice. Each mind at firſt, whiles unhabituated, 
is in that reſpe& an empty Tablet, on which ſome por- 
traiture muſt be drawn. A good and a bad Artiſt, ſtrive | 
for the Employment. Divers excellent beginnings are 
there Blurd by the one. Divers bad ones amended by 
the other. The good Models having only this advantage, 
that once dry, and fixt, they may ſuffer a Blot, never an 
utter Defacing. Death laſtly brings to light, the work, | 
which challenges the Maſter, and the Maſter it. Wouldlt 
thou then know what 1s Drawn, and whom thou haſt 
Imployed 2 Let thy following Meditations ſearch out, and 
olrve the Original ; which (the ſhaddowes withdrawn ) 
moſt opportunely, and in order, meets thy next Contempla- 
tion. T he pleafingneſs of Objetts, begets a Delight z the 
delight, an affection; the affection courts an enjoying. 
Eve, the Mother of Sin, and of Man-kind, betore ſhe 
took that Forbidden, and Sacramental Fruit, or taſted the 
Bitter-ſweet, ſaw that the Tree was good for Food, and 
that it was pleaſant to the Eyes, The Scripture thereby 
intimating, that had not the Flefh afforded entertainment 
to the Temptation, nor the Eyes been windows to let in 
the ſuperficial beauty of that knowing Fruit, nor the 
mind brought forth, and nouriſht defires ſo rebelliouſly 
ambitious, no powerful aſſault, nor ſubtile ſtratagem of 
Sathan, could have prevailed, or been ſufficient, to enter 
2 Cittadel ſo perfeftly fram'd, and ſtrongly fortified. As | 
the Body, ſo the Soul hath its ſeveral Objedts; according 
to which diverlity, it may be capable of a threefold fight z 
inall which, the cauſe, medium and inſtrument of 


— 


| 


with-its objec, is moſt conſiderable. In the firft, the fighe | 
| | of 
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of | ſence; there is the Light proceeding from the Sun, | 


occaſioning the operation: 2. The fleſhly nerves which 
contein the oprick faculties, imployed about all objedts, 
and viſible ſubſtances. In the ſecond, the fight of Rea- 
ſon, there 1s the light of Nature : 2, The luminary or in- 
{trumental receptacle, the mid of Man : 3. The things 
obvious, which are chiefly, moral Juſtice, Virtue, and 
earthly Wiſdom. In the third, viz. the ſpiritual and ſu- 
pernatural ſight : There is firſt, the Light of Grace ; 
2. The Eye of Faith, whoſe object is the only begotten, 
infinitely Glorious, and mercifull Son of God, Chriſt 
Jeſus, with all his faithful Promiſes, numberleſs Merits, 
(ſaving and incomprehenſible Graces. 

This then, O my Soul, is that Sight and Light; in 
compariſon of which, all other is but Darkneſs, or as 
Torch-lights to the Sun. By this alone, a true Chriſtian 
(hall as much tranſcend the rational, as the rational the 
ſenſual Creature. Doth the momentary ſplendour of ter- 


rene things entice us to affect and prefer them? And 
ſhall the everlaſting, and perfealy glorious Viſion of 
Heavenly things; even of Him, who gave Beauty, Form, | 


and Beeing to thee, and all things, prove leſs deferving, | 
leſs effeCtual> Was the carnal eyes of my Firſt Parents | 


ſo over-pleaſed with the tranfitory Beauty of an earthly 
Fruit, that they forgot their Creator, whoſe Image they 
bare, and entered the death, threatning the breach of 
his Commandement, though open to the fury of a double 
Curſe 3 exchanging the eternity of Happineſs, for a mo- 
mentary taſte ? And ſhall not the Pearleſs ſplendour of 
Heavenly things, animate me to prepare a hand, a heart, 
to: receive, and taſte, the Manna of Souls, the Fruit of 
a Tree of Life, not guarded with a Cherubs Fiery ſword, 


but obvious to all; not rooted in Earth, but fprang from | 


Heaven; being grafted into Humanity , that his Living 
Fruit might become the ſaving and eternal nouriſhment 
of Man? O Lord, I earneſtly cry ont with thoſe at Ce- 
pernaum, Give me evermore of this Food. Have mercy 
upon my Infirmitiesz for, being Adams fon; I have a 
withered hand, a carnal heart; which carnality if enmity 


with thee, Therefore, Create in me 4 clean Heart, awd 
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| warts with this apprehenſive Grace, by which ſupernatu- 
|ral gift I may be made able to apply thy ſaving Promi- 
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renue 4 right Spirit within me." Relieving my Spiritaal 


les, withall their dependances. 

O--Adam, T cannot blame thee for the loſs of this 
Grace; fince thou depriveſt thy Poſterity of thoſe Trea- 
{ures only, which thou was poſleſt of. But in thy Innocen- 
cy this thou hadſt not, yet wert thou not therefore de- 
tective; for thy created purity needed not any imputative 
righteouſneſs; being of it ſelf. ſufficient, becauſe accepred, 
The beauty of thy firſt Purity was ſo tar trom Leprofie, 
that not the leaſt Stain was then apparent to detace its 
Candor. Thy Innocency, void of Sin ; and therefore 
required not a Saviour, Thy Soul was the Relemblance 
of thy Creatorz and therefore a pleaſing, and moſt pro 
per object for his All-glorious (1ight. There was without 
Wrath, Attonement; without Eninity, Mediation ; with- 
out Debt, ſatisfaction 3 without Jeſus, Application is un- 
neceſlary. 

Infidelity was the firſt means of Death, Faith is the 
only inſtrument of Lite. By the one, came our Deſcent 
to Hell; through the other, our Aſcent to Heaven. That 
made us Fly from God offended, this makes us Run un- 
to Him appeaſed. Man had his firſt Spring in the Crea- 
tion, his Summer -in Paradiſe ( which ſhould ever have 
continued, had not his meridianal height ſuffered a de- 
clination. So ſhortning his happieſt dayes. he changed 
both Place and Seaſon. As after the Fall, Winter en-| 


ſues, ſo did his. For, what are our untimely times, but 
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we being not ſeemingly, but really dead in Sinnes and 
Treſpaſſes. And if there be any Sap in the Root, or Un. 
derſtanding, it; ſerves for no other uſe, nouriſhment, . or 
comfort, but to leave #5 without excuſe. If any Leaves, 
as Moral ations, and outward - Profeſſions; alas, theſe 
may: hide from men, our Nakedneſs, producing a ſuppo- 
fition- of Fruitfulneſs, but cannot deceive God, who hall 
| cauſe ſuch Leavy Fig-trees to wither. 

O Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, wy Years. increaſe, my-Life 


| _. 1. |degreaſeth; neither know I how ſoon thou wilt vifite me 


ar 


by 
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by Death, or Judgment, when it only as outwardly glo- 
rious thou lendeſt me, my Portion is with Hypocrites 3 
if defective of Fruit, thy ſentence hath already award- 
ed me, fit for the Fire. Lord, I am a ſtem of finfull 
Adam, \prung from a barren Koot, and therefore a Plant 
which but Cumbers this Ground. O thou which only art 
Lord, and Hxsband-man of Souls, ſo ſhine on me by thy 
tavour, mould and manure me with thy Grace, prune 
me with thy Fatherly chaſtiſements, that the old Man 
may be rooted up,and the new Man ſpring up,and grow : 
that ſo the Winter of Sin paſt, a Spring of Faith may 
enſue, which in thee being only fruittully perfect, I may 
with a happy certainty, expect an Autumn of Glory. 

WW hoſoever believeth in me hath everlaſting life, are 
the words of our Saviour: from whole gracioutneſs eve- 
ry Soul may recetve infinite encouragement to purſue the 
condition, or inſtrumental »eaxs of 1o unvaluable a gitt. 
For what is more deſired than life? What more abhor- 
red than deprivation ? Let this offer therefore of Immor- 
tality, the height, and accompliſhment of Mans happi- 
neſs, like the ſtreams of Paradiſe, direct thee (O wan- 
dering Soul*unto the Eder of Glory. In the mid(t where. 
ot thou ſhalt finde the Spring of Faith, the Fountain of 
Lite, even God himſelf: From whom alone, all Graces 
have their right ebulition, and proceſſion: for God deals 
to every one the meaſure of Faith. As 1n the firſt Crea- 
tion, he gave a Beeing to what was not; ſo in Mans Re- 
generation, his immediate Word wrought the one, his 
written Word the other. Pulpits are Heavenly Conduits 
from whence by Earthy Veſlels, the Miniſters Voices, (as 
In ſmaller Pipes) the Waters of Grace are conveyed in- 
to every open Far. Faith comes by hearing, and hearin 


by the Word of God. The life of the Body 1s the Soul, 
the Soul of the Soul is Faith: As the Infant lives not 
till God hath infuſed a Soul: ſo the Chriſtian lives not 
without his gift of Faith. | 
O thou whole gifts are the effeqs of thy free Mercy, 
not our Merit, and therefore without Repentance or 
Changeableneſs, thou being Wiſdome it ſelf, and there- 
0 Unalterablez Omnipotent, and therefore above all 
G COn- 
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-| The weakeſt-ſighted Faith enjoys a far better,and more 


Divine Meditations on F aith. | 
contradiction, and reliltancez give to me this Seal ot thy 
love, this firſt fruit of thy favour, and my Converlion. | 
O beſtow on me the Grace I ask; becauſe thou halt gf- | 
ven unto me Grace to ask. For thy bounty is not cloſed | 
up, becauſe thou haſt been liberal, like to Man; fince | 
thy love is without meaſure 3 thou therefore give me, 
becauſe thou haſt given. Thy former favours being but 
earneſts of thy tuture mercies. 

The Body of Man, like to the Pool of Betheſda, hath | 
tive Porches, or ſenles, through which all external plea- 
{ure and deleCtation enters, as it were to comfort the 
impriſoned Soul. They being as ſo many Crantes dim- 
ly enlightning her Dungeon, that ſo their poor and weak | 
expretiions might make her ambitious of a perfect hber- 
ty. Amongſt theſe, the ſeeing faculty in compariſon of 
the reſt, may be ſtiled the beantifnll Gate, tor its Grace, 
and Ornament; and the Bodies mirroxr, wherein with 
delight it views the perfection of it felt, and others. | 
So that indeed, the better halt of Mans temporary telici- 
ties conliſts- in outward objects. O have thele flelby eyes 
of ours, ſuch various preſentations of pleaſure, to delight | 
theſe Bodies of Clay with! and can we imagine Faith | 
(the eye of the immortal Soul) can be deſtitute of a ſub- | 
ject worthy its view and contemplation ? O no, my Soul. 


excellent proſpect viz. with Eagles eyes looking abroad 
upon the glorious Son of Righteouſneſs, and Son of God 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Life of the Body g:ves the firſt power, 
|and motion to the Eye, but this Heaven-aſpiring ſight 
gives the Soul its firſt Life: Hear we, ſaith God, thar js, 
believe in me, and your Soul ſhall live. . 

The Earthly Sun ſuffers ſometimes an Eclipſe; fo did 
ours once for all. An interpoſition cauſed the one; the 
other, not any defect in his ow: Body or Light, but a 
condenſe Darkneſs; an Orb of Sin, for a time obſcured 
his brightneſs. Women and Children, whoſe ſhallow 
reach fathome not the depth of Natures works, may with 
a flying fear hide themſelves, not daring to behold the 
labouring Sun; when a learned Artiſt by Water, or re. 


fletion ſearcheth out the cauſe and greatneſs of an E- 
clipſe. 
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cliplſe. Worldly and carnal Men may mask their under. 
(tanding with a wilfull ignorance. But do thou, O Lord, 
which hides theſe things from the Wiſe, and revealeſt | Matt. 11. 25. 
them unto Babes, make me to apprehend the reaſon, and 
admire the 1ntinitene\s of thy ſuffering. 

Earth affords not a neerer Union or Relation than 
friend{hip. That myſterial incorporation, and perfect 
conjunction of Wedlock, is but an incluſive of this; that 
being more particular, this more genexal. Society is the 
happineſs of Mans lite, this 1s the height of that Con- 
junction, and the pertection of that happineſs. He is 
either moſt miſerable, or undeſerving, that hath not had | 
ſome taſte of this reciprocal falicity : Since vice, and | 
vertue have both their favourites, the one exceeding in| 
number, the other in worth. Thus far hath my Medi- | 
tations roved on Earth, aſcending this height of tempo: | 
rary delight, that from ſuch a riſe, my Soul may take a | 
quick. flight to Heaven. The friendſhip of the World 
and all things elſe in it eminent, or praiſe-worthy, are 
but dark ſhadowes of Heavenly things 3 beames derived | 
from that eternal Light, to give Light to Man. | Doth | 
not the Holy Spirit expreſs the exceeding love of 'the e- | 
[ternal Father to us his Children by the tenderneſs of 
, Earthly Parents His infinite and free mercy, by the. 
| charity and friendſhip of the Sameritan ſtranger ? The | 
ardent and unparallePd affection of our Saviour Jefus | Mark ro. 33! 
Chriſt, to us his Church, by a Matrimomal and efpou- | 
{al love? O all yee that have any illummation of Faith, ' cantictes. 
come, and witnels with me if there were ever, or can be 
any love, amity, or affection like unto this, which God 
hath fthewed towards us. Lord, I would fain expreſs thy 
atts of mercy, the witneſs of thy love, and obvjedt of my 
Faith, but who is ſufficient for theſe things? or able to 
expreſs what he cannot ſufficiently conceive of ? How,or 
where ſhall I begin? when Lord my beginning was from 
thee? Yea, from all beginnings haſt thou choſen me; and 
in.time haſt thou called me, void of love, defire and 
freedome of will, or any other congruity, remote, or fuf- 
ficient to anſwer thee, calling; being the ſervant of Sa- 
than; and Boed-tlave of Sin, and therefore an Aliere | 
7 | G 2 from 
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from thee and the common wealth of Iſrael. One not only 
lick, but dead in fins and treſpailes, and therefore unable 
to move towards thee. A natural Man percetving not the 
things of God,and therefore 1gnorant of thee. Thy love 
alone was the cauſe of mine, tor hefein is love, not that 
we loved thee, but that thou loved'ſt us firſt > Not fore- 
knowledge of my after works or willingneſs to receive 
grace, occaſioned this free Election : For not of works, 
which I bad done, but according to thy mercy, didſt thou 
ele&, and ſave me. From thy tree and gracious prede- 


————— 


|{tination my faith with a devout affection makes haſte to 
behold the Foundation, thy dear Son Jeſus Chrilt my 
Saviour, 

O wonder, O infinite Love, O admirable friendſhip! 
He whoſe glory and greatneſs the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain, was incloſed' within the Womb of a poor 
though pure Virgin. God delcends in humility trom 


Heaven, that Man might aſcend Heaven in Glory ; be- 
coming like to Man, that Man might be like to him. 
Not Rozze the Metropolis of the World, nor Jeruſalem 
the glory of Jadea, muſt tryumph in the birth, or be 
made more honourable by the firſt preſence of Em2nnel ; 
but Bethlem, the leaſt of the Cities of Juda. Which poor 
place, either ignorant, or regardleſs of ſo high a favour, 
was not only void of thanktulneſs, and common courte- 
fie z but of neighbourly hoſpitality. A Stable, a Manger, 
and brute Beaſts being the Palace, the Cradle, the com- 
pany, It prepared for the entertainment of the Worlds 
Saviour. Behold here a myſtery of myſteries; He who 
knows no beginning, now begins to be, that his being in 
nature might give us a being in grace, in glory. And in 
his Infancy did our gracious Redeemer begin to ſuffer ; 


row, and the total thereof a continued paſſion. 
His innocent Child-hood 1s, made the ſubje& of trea- 


ſon ; and nought bur his {laughter muſt allay the Tyrants 
ſuſpition. What needed any, unjuſtly, or violently to 
| have ſought his Death, who willingly came to. Dye ; on- 
ly living the life of Man, that for Man he might be ca- 


dy 


> —— — 


the entrance of his lite being but the Prologue of his ſor. | 


pable of Death. This Herodiar cruelty hath a deeper | 
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dye than Nero's I yranny, For he deſtroyed the World 
only in his wiſh, but this Man by one a& would have 
made not our Bodies only, but our Souls mortal. O ſweet 
Jeſus, thou flieddeſt into Fg ypt, not to preſerve life, but 
to die daily; avoiding his mercileſs Power, that thou 
mighteſt declare thy powerfull mercy. Thy Death, by 
which we live, muſt not bexconſtrained, leaſt ungrateful 
Man ſhould eſteem 1t no gitt, The ſtrength and policy 
of Herod are unable to wreſt that per-force from thee, 
which thou purpoleſt freely to give. Infancy muſt not 
{ſuffer tor Man-hood, fince the greater includes the leſs 5 
bat the leſſer cannot comprehend the greater. That per- 
fection of Age, that made Mans rebellion, and fin more 
full, more hateftull, muſt make thy obedience and ſuffer- 
ings more compleat, more acceptable. Not Bethlexr, but 
Jeruſalem the center of the World, muſt be the Theatre 
of infinite mercy, of mercile(s cruelty; that thy paſſion 
being acted in the place, wherein the Legal Ceremonies 
were celebrated, the Types and Figure might more clear- 
ly point out the ſubſtance. All thoſe bloody Sacrifices 
being aboliſhed by one Sacrifice of blood. | 
Atter this eſcape of danger in his Child-hood, and re- 
prieved of his life for a time, did npt the increaſe of his 
years multiply his ſorrows 2 No donbt he ſuffered, as well 
as fulfilled -the Law for us, during thoſe thirty years he 
obſcured himſelf. At twelve years of age we finde him 
diſputing in the Temple, when ſurely he wanted not op- 
poſition; that time of his Youth being a gradation, and 


introduction into a height of ſuffering, and. a private pre- 
paration to a publick Office and Miniſtry. Which he no 
ſooner enters, but he is encountered by T emptations, and 
thoſe none of the leaſt, they being fortified with the 
greateſt ſubtilty of Sathan, which over-blown, Man ſe- 
conds the Devil; heaping upon him whatſoever injuries 
humanity can poſſible be capable of ; beginning with his 
good Name, which they ſeek to ſcandalize, and make 
approbrious with their blaſphemous tongues; reporting | 
him to be a Glutton,' a Wine bibber. a friend of Publi- 
cans and Sinners. Diſparaging his birth, and calling him 


the Carpenter's Son, aftizming his miraculous power t&be 
| | 
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the effects of a Satanical contederacy, ſaying, that he caſt 
ont Devils, by Belzebub the Prince of Devils. 

Poverty to all, is a miſery full of miſeries, yet not a» 
like to all. Circumſtances alter much the ſtate of things. 
He is poor, that is born ſo ; but he 1s truly poor, that is 
made ſo; fince the one knows moſt of his misfortune is 
from, and by reaſon of others. When the others woful 
experience-makes him more ſenlible of his woe. A Mans 
own cenſure, more than the judgments of others, makes 
him more or leſs unhappy. Deprivation and lols is the 
extremity of poverty, and moſt grievous to humanity. 
But, who can loſe what he never had ? In nature, want 
Is as it were a part of Mans nature, and therefore leſs 
wretched. The firſt works moſt upon the body, this-laſt 
upon the Soul; and therefore far more unlutterable, by 
how. much that purer ſubſtance hath a deeper apprehen- 


O my Soul. is this outward indigency, ſo full and over- 
flowing with ſorrow, how infinite bound art thou unto 
him, who being rich, became poor, that thou through 
his poverty might be made rich. The greater the height, 
the more miſerable is the dejection. The more eminent 
the ſtate, the more unſupportable the humiliation. O 
behold, and ſee if there be any ſorrow hke unto this 
ſorrow, wherewith the Lord afflicted him in the day of 


of his youth from the Womb of the Morning *# Behold, 
tor our ſakes he is become as a Root ſpringing ont of a 
dry ground, he hath no form nor comelineſs. And could 


f10n of pain, than the more groſs and outward 1enles, | 


we now view him as he was then, there would be no 
beauty that we ſhould defire him. 

What thing ſo without meaſure glorious, and unex- 
prefiible, as the ſimple, and infinite eſſence of the God- 


| head? what Element more vile, and baſe than Earth, 


the principal ingredient of our bodily ſubſtance? O mi- 
racle of love! behold, God is made Man, the Word was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us : [Immortality puttin 

on mortality, that mortality might become immortal. 


ſubje& to his Subjeits. The Maſter of all, as a Servant 
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to all, waſhes the Feet of all his Diſciples. Is there any 
compariſon betwixt Heaven and Earth; a Crown of glo- 
ry, and a Crown of Thorns ? yet how willingly doth this, 
not to be equal'd love, accept of this unequal change. 
Such Lord were the honours whith the World gave 
thee. 

The ſtory, and contemplation of my Saviours ſyffer- 
ings, leads. my Soul into a Garden, not fraught with joy, 
pleaſure, and delight, but with grief, ſorrow, and pertur- 
bation. O who can by a true faith look upon his hum- 
bled Saviour, and not be humbled in Spirit * Who can 
behold the clodded drops of blood falling from his bleſ- 
{ed Body, with a drye Eye; not ſorrowing for the ſin that 
caus'd this ſorrow 3 not ſhedding plenty of tears, in ap- 
prehenſion of his lovez who ſhed plenty of blood in the 
imputation of our fin? It his external parts were thus 
preſt, and opprelt with pain, how painfull were the pret- 
ſures of his Soul, the internal cauſe of this outward A- 
gony ? Surely, as the Power was infinite which ſuſtain'd 


him, ſo the Paſhions were infinite which he endured,and | 


the height of Mans fin. In a Gard dam \inned, and 
Chriſt ſuffered: Sathan in the one deceiving out firft Pa- 
rents by a Serpent; inithe other betraying our blefled 
Saviour by a Judas. The unſupportable wrath of God, 
the immenſe weight of Mans tranſgrefiion, and the ebbe 
and flow of his hamane will being all expreſſed in that 


are as far above the height of ard Wide 6 as above 


' | fignificant, and paſhonate Prayer of his. 0 »y Father, if 


it be po{ſible, let thus Ciep paſs from me.. . + 

He _ now thrice ck {ls bleſſed Knees to Earth 
(to whom all knees do bow in Heaven and Earth) whe 
a wicked trayterous crue, under the:condutt of a oft 
ungrateful Leader, enter the liſts, adding affliftion to his 
affliction 3 and becoming a party againſt him, took their 


parts. Thus mercileſs, and unthanktful is the difpofition | 


of ignorant.Man ; thus free and undeſerved is the giercy 


of God. Lord Jeſus, ſhall my faith loſe ſight here, for- | 
| faking thee with thy Diſciples? No:Lord; I will yet fok 


low thee, even to the high Priefts Hall, not denying thee 
H 2 
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* Can any, better or more lively expreſs thy cruel uſage 
there, than thine own ſpirit doth 1n the mourh of he 
Evangelical Prophet Iſaf 7 gave my back to the ſmiters, 
and my cheeks to them that pulled off the hair, 1 hid not 
my face from ſhare, and ſpitting. Loe, how this Hea- 
venly Chronotoger, by Divine Inſpiration, even as an 
Eye-witneſs, deſcribes the ſeveral crielties inflicted on 
our Saviour, Although the judgments of the Lord are 
unſearchable, and his wayes paſt finding out, yet ſuch 1s 
his goodneſs towards his People, that he reveales theſe 
his ſecret decrees before they come, that when they are 
come, we might, with a more firme aſſurance, believe 
them. A Chriſtians Faith hath a double contirmatton, 
as from the uncontro\d truth of Hiſtory : ſo from the 
Divine teſtimony, and preſage of prophetie. Some hun- 
dred years before his paſlion, our Saviour, by the mouth 
of the Prophet, told us what he would do. Now behold, 
in the fulneſs of time, his own Perſon, and Act, makes 
good his own Word; Witneſs the true Relation of his 
lufferings. Ther did they ſpit in his face, and buffetted 
him, and others ſmate him with the palmes of their hands. 
Then Pilate took Wis, and ſconrged hims thus by his 
ſtripes we are healed. 

I am now in Spirit before the. Judgment Seat of 73late, 
where I view the Judge of the World arraigned before 
a Judge of a Province.z and hear at once an unheard of 
injuſtice 3 the moſt righteous of Men accuſed, acquitted, | 
condemned. If there be any power, as well as form of 
godlineſs; any lively; and applying faith, befides a bare 
Hiſtorical belief in you, let the patient Peruſers of theſe 
my thoughts(unworthy this ſubject)read no further, before 
yee have called with me a private Seſſions in your ſouls. 
Where a diligent ſearch and enquiry being made after 
fin, and, the whole Man arraigned, and found guilty : 
Our own conſ{ciences (although our Judge) will cenſure 
as, and our tran{greffions, as the occaſion oF our Saviouts 


—————— 


ſufferings will inform fs3 that this his arraignment is'the 
{reaſon of our acquittance, his unjuſt condewnation the 
cauſe of our pardon, and ſalvation. - O let not the inf} 
nite paſſions of our Saviour, the privation, and —_— of- 
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fences of our Souls, which made hin obvious'to the wrath 
of his Father, the malice of Men, and, Devils, inflicted on 
his bleſſed Body,be remembred without'a flood of tears, 
to waſh his Feet, without a thunder of}. groans to pierce 
his Eares, without an extafie of admiration, a fer- 


immentlity of his love. 
Though Þ have ſomewhat digreſfed, yet am TI not out 
of the way. They that appeer before God in Sion, muſt 
paſs through the Valley of Baca, making it a Well. My 
taith hath now again overtaken my Redeemer, hurried 
to his Execution, by the fury of the Jews; but more 
ſwiftly carried by the wonderfull” efficacy of his love; 
which makes him not to fear his torment, but to bearit, 
| Bleſt Chriſtians! behold your General, your Standard, 
your Vocation. Whoſoever follows Chriſt, muſt take up 
his Croſs with Him. What though the Circumcifion mock 
us with our crucified God? He, of his own.free will, 
ſuffered this only, and by his own Power overcame it, 
and lives to. Judge their lives, who thus cantemn his 
Death. it, rv 
The place afſigned'for this unparallel'd impiety 1s'Cal- 


[dead Men? :the Sphear of this Centre, a large Field like 
[that of Ezechiel, Full of dry Bones, O: thou, who gaveſt 
power to the dead: Body of Eliſha, to:revive; a breathleſs 
Corps, be mercitull-tq.us' dead in fins, and' treſpailes, 
admit us to touch thee-dead, by faith, that {a we' may 
ariſe here to the firſt Reſurretion of Grace, hereafter to 
the other of: Glory. by | +00 2&9 5v- LIEN. 

>The ſecond Adam muſt reſemble; the firſt; that: the 
one might gain what the other loſt,, For as:;through the 


God, and-the;:gift.by;grace hath abounded upto many 
by the laſt. As they werealike in the publicknefs. of their| 


O- 
ther reſpets3:that by ſo:lively an 2f:walatiop; cnn fag | 
might have a/more firtm aflurance, and: quick apprehen- 
fron 'of the: truth of or Redemption, and Redeemer. 


vency of affliction to meet the liberality of his mercy,the 


vary, a place:of Sculls. What was the. whole World be-| 
tore this:a& of mercy, but a Golgetha, a Manſion of 
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Adam was a Man, and the workmanlhip of the bleiled | 
_ _—_ Trinity 3 ſo was Chriſt according to his humane nature. 
Ghoft. * 22] He was endowed with a compleat innocency and purity z 
So was our Saviour, although in a far higher degree "1 
perfeftionz it being requitite that that righteouſnelF, 
which muſt juſtify many, ſhould much exceed that which 
only was ſufficient for the preſervation of one. This ex- 
celling plenitude,is clearly to be oblerved from Sr. Pauls) 
compariſons, about the ſame ſubject. Not 45 the effence, 
ſo is the free gift, For the judgment was by one to Con- 
demnation, but the free gift is of many off ences, unto ju- 
ftification. The ſalvation of one finner 18 a far greater 
Donative of grace, then the perſeverance of a World of 
Righteous; as may be deducted from that Ccaleſtial 
Jublle, expreſſed inthe Goſpel. There is more joy in Hea- 
Luke 15. 7- | wer for the repentance of one ſinner, than over ninety 
nine juſt Perſons, which need no repentance. We read 
that 4dam was naked when he ear of the forbidden 
Tree. And do we not finde our Saviour naked upon the 
accurſed Tree? Thoſe impious Souldiers, which in deri- 
fion unclothed him in the City, excited by covetouſneſs, 
Chrifts cruci- | again diſrobe him in the Field : Adam's naked innocen« 
tying. cy uſhers in his fall, Chriſt precedes his riſe, his vitory. 
£:uulain, | O gratious Saviour, thus didft thou ſuffer thy (elf to 
by " ]be diveſted of thy aymont, that we might be inveſted | * 
with' thy meritz willingly putting oft the covering of | ' 
this body, that thou might'{ put on the covering of our |: 
Soulsz which inviſibly did incloſe and over-whelm thy | . 
whole Man, benighting for a time thy apprehenſion, and | 
| clothing both thee and the whole World with a hide- 
ous darkneſs. Well might the Worlds great eye-cloſe it} - 
|felf, as being aſhamed to carry light to ſuch impiety, 4 
And no maryail, if the Sun of God's favour was not per-| : 
| ſpicuous-to the Son of his love, whilſt the little World, 
ory: x. 00799 its dark ſhaddow of fin betwixt thee, | 
and thy Fa rayes. ' + BY: a 
ery is uſually the parent of Pitty. That body which | 
Hin ſome meaſure is not ſenfible of compaſſion, when'o./ 


thers ſuffer, hath nought from: Chriſtianity, but a I- [3 
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from Nature, but a'Carkaſs. Yea, ſo/unmaalike is ſucy | 
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a diſpoſition, that it deſerves not the ſociety of Dives 
Dogs. Charity, the moſt durable and amiable grace of 
the mind,is commonly moved by pitty ; which, Muſitian- 
like, produceth that ſweeteſt harmony of Souls. The one 
Would ſoon freeze , did not the others condoling, melt 
us both into paſſion, and a&ion. That Patient is moſt 
miſerable, yea, doubly afflicted, that, deſtitute of friends, 
ftindes not a hand to relieve, a word to comfort, a tear 
to bathe, a groan to eccho torth and keep time with his 
torrows. But how unſupportable is that grief, which 
meets with Job's comforters, who inſtead of balmes, ap- 
ply corraſives; of eaſe, reproach ; of confolation,deriſion ? 


Luke 16.21. 


Job 16. 2. 


O blelled Saviour ! as thou endureſt more pain, ſo thou 


ed heretofore Hoſanna, and would have made thee their 
King, even now roar out a Cracifie; and will have no 


tofore accompanied thee in all thy Perſecutions, are ei- 
ther fled, or dumb for fear. Like as the ſeaſe, life, and. 
feeling, is as it were fled and banjſht from a ſtupifyed, 
and over-burthened member 3; ſo did thy God-head, the 
Pillar of thy ſtrength, (a ready help in time of trouble) 
ſeem now to {leep, hide, and ſeparate it-ſelf from thy 
humanity. Witneſs that loud Ejaculation, 0 »y God,my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 

Laſtly, the Devil, with: all the infernal Spirits, did paw 
tryumph over thee, as their captivez ſuppoſing that all 
our hopes were crucified: with thee. Yea, to aggrayate 
thy endurings, bis agents, the chief Prieſts, Scribes, and 
Elders, at once deride, and tempt thee. Their mocking 
is expreſſed in the firſt part of their $arcaſme; He: ſaved 
others, Himſelf be cannot ſave ; Their temprtatiqn, in 
| the conclufionz If He be the King of 1jrael, let bir now 


come down from res aq we will believe in Hine, 
Ras 24 


He truſted in God, 1 | deliver him now, if he will 
have hiw, for he ſaid, 7 4m the Son of God. H .04py: 
' | dangerous ixeik are at. we Late bom Be (- 
| phemoys mouths, againſt che Þ tions.of Qur Savigur 
oh welfare of our fp His humane will (hich Jon 
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toundeſt leſs friendſhip than any other. Thoſe that cry-| 


other King but Ceſar. Thole Ele& Diſciples, which here- 
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his Cup, did in the Garden, rather expreſs an exceſs of 
pain, than an unwillingneſs to ſuffer : rather declare his 
Humanity, than contradi& his Divinity > might by theſe 
Speeches, have been afreſh moleſted and invited ro a 
({elf-deliverance, even in this entrance of death. Further, 
they might alla thus ſuggeſt, that he ſhould not only*by 
ſuch a tergiverſation be freed from the preſent and un- 
{upportable torment z reſcued from the aJl-conquering 
Monarchy ; but alſo without controverfie be received, 
and acknowledged the Son of God, the King of 7/rael. 
Yea, which is more miraculous, than all the reſt, thoſe 
that even now were implous Traitors, will inſtantly be- 
come obedient Subjects; thoſe that ere while were exe. 
crable blaſphemers, will preſently be changed into righ- 
teous converts; thoſe whom John rightly ſtiled a Geze- 
ration of Vipers, our/Saviour, a faithleſs Generation, will 
in a moment be metamorphoſed into believing Chriſti. 
ans. O bleſſed Redeemer, had not. our lives been more 
dear unto thee, than thine own, theſe Diabolical charms 
might have raiſed' yp ſuch a ſelf-love, as would have 
forced-a repreeval from death. But thou O Lord ſearch- 
eſt the heart; yea, thou knowelt how exceeding full of 
hypocrifie'the minds of theſe Men were. So that if thou 
ſhouldeſt have deſcended from the Croſs, or ſent unto 
them one from the dead,;they would neither havetruſted 
in thee, nor credited":the other, ſince they believed not | 
Moſes, nor the Prophtts.. - CHEE | 
Three hours, meaſtre out this laft aft*of our Saviours 
ſufferings. That maſs' and full meaſure - of fin, which 
many thouſand of years, had” treaſured up, muſt not be 
aboliſhed, or annihilated in an inſtant. Why was'not the|| | 
infinite ſufferings of Man deified, thongh dated but for 
one minute, of ' more-rate, price, and eſtimation, than} ; 
the offences of Man mortall?' yea, ſurely. [Wherefore] 
then this' overplus? 'O it is. the 'oyerflowing of this. Foun.,|. 
tain of love. The immenſe diſparity betwixt the offen. | 
der and ſatisfier, the Creature and Creator; cauſeth this | 


ms, 


-cannot fin, but finitely, God cannot love But infinitely; | : 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


Attributes (one of which is his love) are infinite. 0 the 
depth of the riches, both of the wiſdome, and knowledge 


of God ! Lord grant that 7 being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all Saints, what 
is the bredth, and length, and depth, and height; and to 
know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
that I may be filled with the fulneſs of God. 

The triend{hip ot Man is momentary, fickle, and un- 
conſtant, as wanting meaſure, perſeverance, and a true 
toundation 3 But the mercy of God, expreſled to Man, | 
his molt unworthy Creature, is the very quinteſlence, 
compleatment, and perfection of all other loves, being 
not detective in quantity; for in him doth all fulnefs 
dwel'; nor in qual:ty, for it is the love of God; nor in 
ſtability, for he is Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and rhe end; the great Jehovah, who is not changed 3 
With whom is no variableneſs, nor ſhaddow of turning. 
And laſtly, the caſe of it is his -own free gracez the 
ground of it Jeſus Chriſt, So that the Foundation of 
God ſtandeth ſure, as having this ſeal : the Lord know- 
eth who are his. The glorious and infinite Attributes of 
the Almighty, are ſo many glaſſes, through which, at di- 
(tance, the Creature in ſome ſort may perceive the Maje- 
{ty of the Creator. * Amongſt which, none is more uſe- 
fully tranſparent, than that of his love. The mirrour of 
which mirrour, is the paſſion of our Saviour. The Cen- 
tre of all which 1s this.yery point of his death. O graci- 
ous Lord, was it not enough that thou forſookelt the 
Heaven of Heayens, thy Throne of Glory, to live among(t 
Worms, on this Danghill, Earth, the unworthy fovt.ſtool 


thou endureſt the ſtings and perſecutions of thoſe Muck- 
worms, ſufiering ſuch infetts, (even the corruption of na- 
ture) to brawle and tryamph over thee, but that thou 
wouldlt alſo pray, forgive, and dye for thy Perſecutors ? | 
For a righteous Man perhaps *ſome would ſuffer, but thou 
def for ſenners, the juſt for the unjuſt. Lord. Jeſus, let 
the apprehenſion of thy wonderfull affetion be asdelight- 
full to the taſte of my Soul, as thy laſt draught of Gall 
and Vinegar was diſpleaſant to the reliſh of thy pallate. 


of thy greatneſs? Nay further, was it not ſufficient that | 
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|ſpoyle his Houſe. The Grave is the Metropolis of Death, 
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As thy tenſe ot my 1in, and thy Fathers wrath made thce , 
cry aloud for afliſtance ; ſo, let tne ſenſe of thy mercy, | 
my happineſs, make me lift up my voice in thanktuinels, | 
Yea, let me conclude my hours each day of my lite,with 
that comfortable, and Swan-like ditty of thine; Father, 
into thy hands I commend my Spirit; Death is ſwallow- 
ed up in Vidory; O Death where is thy Sting ! O Grave 
where is thy ViBory ! the Sting of Death is Sin, and the 
ſtrength of Sin is the Law. But thanks be unto God 
which eiveth us the ViGory through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

A coronat opus, the laſt acts of our Saviour arenot 
the leaſt. In the foregoing encounters he was a Comba- 
tant: In theſe following actions, a glorious and peaceful 
Conquerour. The account caſt yp, the complearment 
concludes the operation , He was buried. O my Soul, 
ſhould thy faith be ſo weak-fighted, as to make thy Sa- | 
viours Death the utmoſt extent of thy prolpects, thou | 
mighteſt then as one without hope, uncomtortably weep | 
with the Marys, at the Foot of his Croſs. But thanks be 
unto God, - thou mayeſt overlook that fear, being aſſu- 
red that the Grave of thy Champion is not his Priſon, 
but his reſting place; the concluſion of the fight, being 
the beginning of his victory. Upon the Croſs,our blefled 
Saviour accepted the challenge of Death ; fulfilling that 
of the Prophet, O Death 7 will be thy Death. And here 
in the Sepulchre beginneth his Tryumph. For, No Afar 
can enter into 4 ſtrong Mans Houſe,and ſpoile his goods, 
except he will firſt binde the ſtrong Man, and then he will 


which our General enters, that ſo the place might both 
aſſure us of his Combate, his Viftory, and add glory to 
his Tryumph. Had'ſt thou (O blefled Saviour )- been led | 
into this Cytadel of Death, as his Captive, the Gives of 
corruption would ſoon have made thee his bond-ſlave. 
But behold the greatneſs 6f thy Power, the innocency 
of thy Perfon tramples on this-laſt Enemy, that is to be 
ſubdued; and makes thy Tombe, his Grave, Death be-| 
ing ſwallowed ap in Victory. 


As the Suns Eclipſe makes us'the more dehwowledge 
tne 


| Divine Meditations on Faith. 
the brightneſs and benefit of his light, ſo the clouding 


the feliciry of his preſence, the uncomfortableneſs of his 
abſence, and the pertection of his Perſon. The deſcents 
of Mans milery are the degrees & Chrilts victory. As we 
in this World inherited fin, ſo he upon Earth merited 
righreouſnels. As we 1n the Grave, are ſubjects to death, 
ſo he in the Sepulchre makes death his ſubje&. And leſt 
Hell ſhould tryumph over us in puniſhment, he in Perſon 
tryumphs over 1t with Victory. p 

In Perſon I ſay. Although his Body lay till in the 
Grave,fince its local abſence, contradids not his perſonal 
preſence, the inſeparable union of tht God-head, with 
his Body and Soul,even in Death, permitting only a ſe- 


no diſunion. It the Devils fear, forced his Prince to ſup- 
plicafe, when our Saviour ſojourn'd on Earth, what un- 
expreſiible terrors did then poſſeſs them, when the Worlds 
Great Monarch reigned. over Hell ? If in his humiliation 
they doubted his ſudden judgment , How did his exal- 
tation aſlure them of their certain execution? Here be- 
hold acted, that Viſion figuratively, after manifeſted un- 
|to: St. John, of Sathans impriſonment for a thouſand 
years, although literally it was to be fulfilled many ages 
after. For who hath the Key of the bottomleſs Pit of 
Heaven, and- Hell, but he to whom all power is given 
both in Heaven and Earth 2 He who openeth, and no 
Man (hutteth. Or when ſhould theſe Principalities be fub- 
dued, if not at this general and molt glorious Conquelt ? 
Can any imagine this great Victory to be maymed, or 
imperfed, ſince he then led Captivity captive, trampling 
over all thoſe, that reſiſted either his Power, or our Sal- 
vation £ So conclude this; what time fince his coming 
doth ſo evidently demonſtrate this truth to be by our 
Head in part fulfilled, as the after:events. I mean the 
tranquility and delight of the Churcham 
thoſe hundred years immediately ſucceeding his ſuffer- 
ing. What-though the ten Perſecutions did exceedingly 
rage againſt the Saints, according to the 4th. verſe: of 
that 20. of the Revelations? The blood: of the Martyrs 
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of our Saviour by death, teacheth us his Diſciples at once, | 


paration 1n nature z not of natures, a mutation of order, | 


themſelves, | 
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| we may truly be ſaid tolive,and tryumph even in death: - 
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to aſſure us, that our Bodies ſhall be like our Souls, im- 
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is the Seed of the Church. Yea,they did even then reign | 
moſt gloriouſly with Chriſt. As the Kingdome of our | 
Saviour, and the brightneſs of the Church, ſhined moſt 
perſpicuoully,when the purity thereot brake forth in their 
profeſſion and conſtancy; ſo the miſeries of Chriſtians, 
and the liberty of Sathan is never more apparent, then 
when the damnableneſs, and obſcurity of capital Here- 
fies Eclipſe the viſible face of the Church, For 1n the firſt, 


in the Jaſt, their ſuppoſed freedome is the greateſt {)a- 
very; and their ſeeming life, but a curſed, and eternal] 
eprivation. 

Three Days corftinued, though not compleat, was the |. 
proportion of time allotted, to meaſure out my Saviours 
laſt {fleep. Had he dyed, and preſently revived, unbe- 
lieving Man would have tearmed ſuch a Death but a 
Tranſe. Yea,the ſcandalous Rulers would have bfaſted 
the wonderfull Miracle of his Reſurrection, with an ac- 
cuſation of felt-contraditting, and not pertormance of 
his former proteſtation; Deſtroy this Temple, and within 
three Days IT will build it up again. Wherefore O my 
Soul, that thy faith might be confirmed in the ſure be- 
lief of his dyingz The Jews convicted, by the truth of; 
his performance 3 and his own Power, magnihed by the | 
Divinity of the act; he 1s content to lodge, (as it were 
in a ſecond Womb, viz. of Clay; that all things being 
perfected ; the third Day, he might lead his the way, to 
a birth of Glory. 

The victorious Soul of my Saviour, after the reliction 
of his Body, having trampled upon Death, tryumphed 
over Hell, and took a full poſſeſſion of Heaven; that 
his aCtions, as they were the means, ſo they might be (as 
it were) the ſtory; and prophecy of our ſucceeding. All 
the Souls of the ftaithfull, when they part with this hol- 
low Clay, in like manner (though through his righe 
conculcate Death, and Hell, enjoying the new Jerzſa- 
lem. Behold,he now proceeds by: the raiſing of his Body; 


| mortalz: as our Souls ſhall be made like uato his moſt 


glorious, through the re-creation of his beautifull Image 
in us. | The 


A 
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The obje& of my Faith hath hitherto been a Night- 


and ſtrong cries, dying, and burial; but now the all- 
flouriſhing Rayes of the Immortal Deity, perſonally in 
the Son of Righteouſneſs, at his rifing, breaks forth, 
changing that Darknetfs into Light. To this may be ap- 
plied that of the Pſalmiſt, Atourning may contitue for a 
Night, but joy comes in the Morning. Noalys Ark, the 
true Figure of a Chriſtians faith, muſt be drenched in 
the Waves, and driven by the Wind, a long time, before 
it (hall reſt dry, and ſafe upon the Mountains of Ararat. 
The humiliatien of my Saviour, was his night, wherein 
the humanity did molt manifelt it ſelf : So his exaltation, 
in which his Reſurrection hath a part, is his Day, where- 
j1n the brightneſs and power of his God-head did ſhew 
| ir ſe]f. molt apparently. 44am ( the deſtroyer of Man ) 
firſt enjoyed a bleſſing, a Paradiſe, before he merited a 
Curſe, a Hell. Bur the Meſſzas (the reſtorer of Man ) 
muſt firſt be made an execration, before he can purchaſe 
for us a re-poſleſhion. Not long fince, IT beſought all true 
bzlievers to weep with Chrilt, who wept not for himſelt, 
bat for them. But now my Soul breaths forth a more 


| 


 |pleafing requeſt, which I prefer not to all, but to thoſe 
only which are wourners in Sion, Thar as _ have 


grieved with Him, and for themſelves in him, ſo now 
they would be filled with his ſolace, and tryumph 1n his 
Victory. That as they have ſowed 1n tears,they may now 
reap 1n joy. 

Every Man was a debtor unto the Almighty, untill 
Chriſt our ſurety paid the mortgage, and redeemed our 
Souls. He ſatished the debt on the Croſs, leaſt we ſhould 
doubt of the ſufficiency of his ſatisfattion. For, behold 
here our acquittance, and the Bonds rent, even the Bonds 
of Death, torne aſunder in, and by his Reſurrection. 
Have we not then cauſe to rejoyce for ſo great a, deli- 
verance? The mirth of Aoſes, Myriam, and the Fſrac- 
lites was expreſſed in a- Song of thankſgiving, when the 


and Debora was proclaimed in an Anthem of praiſe, 
when $iſera and his Chariots were diſcomfited :' The 
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Egyptians were entombed in the Sea: The joy of Barak! 


piece, full fraught with Perſecution, and ſuffering, tears, |. 


| _L Virgins | 
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Chriſts Acer 


rions 
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| might perchance have been received generally as a truth. 


 |followed Him from Heaven,ſfo aſcend with Him to Hea- 


WORN tn 
. Divine Meditations on F aith. | 
Virgins ot 1/rael were not hilent, when David overthrew | 
Goliah: And ſhall we that are delivered from the {Javery | 
of a ſpiritual-Pharaoh lin; from the tyranny of a helliſh | 
Syſera; . a ſtrong Goliab, Sathan, the Prince that ruleth | 
in the Ayr. and over all the Children of diſob=dience, 
be empty of gladneſs, and gratefulneſs? when all the 
Creatures laud, and praiſe, our Moſes, our Barak, our 
David, our: Jeſus, ſhall not all rhe People, eſpecially the 
redeemed of the Lord, ſay Amen? 

Let us now walk forth with thole of Emmaxs,to meet 
our Saviour, after the Reſurrection of his Body; Praying 
earneſtly, that through the Power of his Spirit, he would | 


— 


open the eyes of our faith, that we may believe, contels, 
and rejoyce in his Reſurrection. T he mhknite affection | 
of this Saviour of ours, is apparent in every action. His 
love made him depart from glory, when he delcended 
from the boſome of his Father; his love made him con. | 
ceal his glory, when he maskt it with humanity 3 and 
the ſame love makes him as it were dil-eſteem his glory, | 
that he might confirm his Diſciples. The Rulers lye, 
| ({aying his Diſciples came by Night and ſtole him away) 


Or elſe the believers might have proved as incredulous 
as Didimus; Had not his bodily preſence Non-pluſt fal- 
ſhood, and controuled unbeliet. 

Forty Days, the time appointed for his laſt ſojourning 
on Earth, being now expired; Let my faith, as it hath 


ven, The Angels that queſtioned the Diſciples, with a 
Why ftand yee gazing, did not intend. the cloling, of | 
the Souls eye, but the bodies. No act of Chriſt ever wan- 
ted a Witneſs; the Foundation of Chriſtianity thereby 
being as it were femented for ever. Whereas all other 
fabulous Religions, moulder away, as layed with the un- 
tempered Morter of Mans devices. The Wiſe-menyand 
Sheepwards are Witneſſes of his birth; Johr, and the 
multitude of his Baptization and Circumciſion; Plate 
of his Innocency, the Centnrior of his Deity, and Cruci- 


| ples of his Aſcenſion. 


fixtion, the Souldiers of his Reſurrection, and his Diſci- 
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| Divine Meditations on Faith. 
"The affection of Chriſt towards Man, is like himſelf, 
always the ſame, That free and good will of his, that 
brought Him. down to ſuffer, lifts Him up to mediate. 
Che unſpeakable comfort and truth of which office, ſince 
[ am both unable, and unworthy to expreſs, I refer my 
ſelf, and others to the Scripture of God. Rome. 8. 33, 34. 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods eleF? Tt 
is God that juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth 9 It js 
Chriſt that dyed, yea, rather that 4s riſen again, who is 
even at the right Hand of God, who alſo maketh inter- 
ceſſzon for ws. Whillt the glorious Sun is clouded or e-! 
clpſed, Man may with an open and undazled eye behold 
its Juminous Orb; But when free from all interpoſitions, 


| 


it ſhall re-aſcend the top of its Meridian. What ſeeing 
Organ 1s there, that can behold it, without being bleard 
with a review, 1n ſign of weakneſs; or incombrance with- 
in it ſelf, as uncapable of ſuch brightneſs > The eter- | 
nally begotten Son of the everlaſting Father, our Son of 
Righteouſneſs, and the only Son of Glory, hath been 
made manifeſt to the eye of my faith, whilſt vaiPd with 
an unglorified Humanity, he continued his unchangable 
courſe, through the darkneſs of ſuffering z Cloudineſs 
of Perſecution, and Eclipſe of Death. But now that he 
hath remounted his ſolſticial of Glory, weak faith, thou 
mult with a humble and. cloſed eye, endeayour to ad- 
mire ( which is thy homage to his Divinity) what, thou 
canſt not conceive of z not being diſcouraged, as though , 
thou hadſt loſt all, with his bodily preſence. For as we 
polleſs light, though the Sun be not viſible, his bright- 
neſs being” conveyed unto us in his beames : So thy Sa- 
viour, though corporeally abſent, he-1n his glorious rayes, 
ſhines forth unto thee, that thou mighteſt enjoy light, 
warmth, and comfort. O how am I raviſht with this Vi- 
ſion! *T were the worlt of unthankfulneſs to conceal ſuch 
unſpeakable favours. With David, therefore I muſt pro- 
claim Mans Jubile ; Come hither all gge that fear God, 
and I will tell you what he hath done for our Souls. 
But I beſeech you bring with you Stephens as well as 
| Devids Ear, elle you may (perhaps as blinde Men) know 
; my happinels, ngt ſee it: that is, not to receive and ap- 


ply it as your own. | | L 2 As| 
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As in the Divine Eflence, there is three Perſons, each 
of which is God, yet not three, but one God; ſo in the 
Perſon of Chriſt, there 1s a Trinity of offices, each of 
which 1s proper to whole Chriſt; as to be King, Prophet, 
and Prieſt, not many of therp; the Man-hood being ſe- 
perated from the God-head (as fome would. ) But in all, 
Chriſt being one, the ſame, and all theſe, O theſe, arc 
thoſe ſoulacing rayes, ( 1 betore ſpake of ) fo beneficial 
to pernicious Man. O ſufter not ( O Lerd) the Bodies 
middle Region, my Heart, to be cold and uncompact, 
like that of the Ayr; leſt thy beames (}ine thorough, 
and not warm me. But purhe it, and create 1n it ſuch a 
ſolidity and ſoundneſs by faith, that it may be capable 
of their virtue; and inflamed with zeal and gratetulneſs, 
for, and to the glory of thee the giver. 

Chriſt Jeſus is the Chriſtians SanCtuary ; and theſe his 
offices, the three precious, and unexhaultible Fountains, 


from whence Ezechiel's healing Waters plentitully flow. 


 Ghriſt Jeſus 1s our Phyſician; and theſe three are thoſe 
beautiful Boxes, in which the pure balme of Gzlead 
C which cures all putrifhed ſores) is incloſed. Is here a 
Phyſician? Is here a mundifying River? Is here a moſt 
approved Balme? O my Soul, thou muſt alſo finde out, 
and that by Faith, a diſeaſed Patient; a deadly wound ; 
a corrupted Cancer; for, The whole have no need of the 
Phyſician, but the ſick, O my Saviour, is there any Man 
{living ſo ſound, that he hath no need of thee? yea ſure, 
there are ſome, whoſe ſtincking foares, which the Devil, 
and their own pride have skinned over. Others, whoſe 
wounds he hath roo deeply fearched, pouring into chem, 
inſtead of comfortable Balſome, the deadly corraſives of 
deſperation. O Lord, the nature of every one of us, at 
the firſt is to be Sathans Apothecary : ayding him with 
ingredients, even from. our own corruption, to ſtupifie 
our ſence of (in, and mortifie our Souls. O thou which 
art the only $skilf$l and ſpiritual Cherurgion, ſearch with 
thy ſpirit, and tent with thy Law, my gangrened and 
| ulcerated Soul, that I may live, though with an iſſue. 
For, though the ſtopping of -Bodily iſſues, often times 
| procure death, yet my death ſhall ſtap my iſtue.” - 
nobleſt. 
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nobleſt knowledge of things, is from their cauſes, not 
trom their effects. Lord make me know the ſtate, -and 
danger of my Dileaſe, from both, but from the firſt, 
even my fall in Adam. 

T his ſelt-in{pection,''is' a-grace by- faith, conveyed to 
us from the Propherick ofhce of Chriſt. And ought, ac- 
cording to my method, there to be handled. Bur the 
agreeableneſs of the Meditation: to- this place, and the 
| probe which by Gods grace will' flow to'me 1n the Medi- 
tation, to others 1n the peruſal, makes- me inſert here 
[tis Anatomy of a dead Man, which cannot be too-large, 
{tince none can enough know himſelf. In the protundity 
or a Well, even at mid-day a Man may view the Stars. 
' And in the Sur-thine of protperity, (if our Souls fathome 
[T1s our depth of miſery) we ſhall;\free trom- all 1mpe- 
diments, more -perfectly apprehend our Luciter ,” Chriſt 
Jelus, PO, Ir | 
God, the univerſal Creator, being. pertection it telt, it 
muſt needs follow, that the beauty and happineſs of the 
Creature conſfifts in being like to/ him. It being: always 
remembred, that what in them hath its.meaſure, degree 
and proportion, in Him 'ts boundleſs, unexpreflable'and 
finite. If the impreſſion of Gods Tifiage, in is Crea- 
tares, as the Kings Image: upon their Coine'ohly makes 
it Royal, and gives it preheminence; nd excellence ;; it 
mult needs be granted, that whmſoever- piece of his 
workmanſhip 
erazed, oridefaced, muſt needs remain uſelels 
without honour, RW | 
To apply this to my-'own Soul. Ivit thus? 'How«mile. 


,naked,and: 


ſelves; andalt our petfeftions. © Haſt thou-heard-Q my 
Soul of that material,' 4n4"obſcure darknefswhich the 
4 gyptians fele?- On thee there was, afid upon all natural} 
Men there'is; the like. obſcurity, Only they differ in-this, 
Man feek it! not. That darkneſs 'beinig'no more empty 
of light, than the mind: of Maw is: vacant of 'the'know- 
ledge of God, the worlhip:of Gody;and his'own'eterna] 
birt ON witneſs that-of the: Apoltle 3 The: aturg/ 
| MM 
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hath this" glorious ſtainp, or pofirtraitare}| 
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rable then-#nd deformed'is the Perſon of every Man by | 
Adam, with,” and in whom we have-loft our God; our 


"y 


Mans miſery by 


| Is In bis mind. 


Man | 
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Divine Meditations on F aith. | 
Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are fooliſhneſs unto Him neither can he know th:m, | 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; that is, by the; 
light of the Spirit, In Egypts deficiency ot light, no doubt. | 
it was a part of their torment to miltake one thing tor | 


of the mind, that it calls good, evil; and evil, good; It 
takes ſweet for bitter, and bitter for {weet ; Salvation, 
the contrary to damnation, being in his underitanding in 


the end only,free from its miſtake or fruition, 

Noah was not 1nore drunken with the ſtrength of Wine, 
than the, underſtandings of wretched Men with the 
ſtrength of fin;z to which the Prophet alludes, ſaying, 
They arg drunken, but not with Wine; they ſtagger, but 


#ot with ſirong Drink, Neither was Eutichus more dead 


not hear : Sin, as:fleep, deprives Man of the true ule of 
all thoſe ſences, which ſhould ſerve tor the uſe of his 
Soul. | 

The Man poſſeſt in the Goſpel, is the miſerable, and: 
true Figure of an unregenerate Soul. We finde him poſ- 


vils. And is not the accuſing conſcience ot a wicked 
Man, as a thouſand Witneſles? We. read that he only 
lived unto himſelf, avoided ſociety, the Tombes being 
the fitteſt manſions for ſuch unfociableneſs. . His ations 
there,were, to be his own Executioner, and enemy, Nighe 


Soul, proceed-but to bring the ſubſtance to. the, ſhaddoy, 
and thon: wilt confeſs how lively this Satanical lu 

acts the tragical part of a depraved conſcience., Cair, the 
firſt that: received, and took away life from Man, affright- 
ed with the terrour of his bloody conſcienge, was forced 
to fear, and. flie the face of; Man, his own. tongue bel. 
lowing out his own miſery, in'that' tormenting Exclamay 
tion, My. punifhment is greater than I can bean. Thedi 
ftempered, and melancholy fits of 84#/, (which the Haly 
Ghoſt calls a» evil-ſpirit_) we are 


aſleep, when he tell even into Death, then the prodigal' 
Sons, to whom juſtly God hath giver the ſpirit of ſlum: 
ber, Eyes that they. ſhould not ſee, Eares that they ſhould; 


ſeſt with a Devil, and tormented with a Legion of De-| 


and Day, crying, and: cutting himlelf with ſtanes. O my | 


partly occaſioned | 


(with- | 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. 
without doubt) by the barking fury of his conſcience; 
Such Hell of minde, being ſeldome without a Devil, to 
1dd fuell to the flame, and torment to the tormented. 
Let Judas conclude all, and by the concluſion of his 
life ( who went out and ſtrangled himſelf) preach to all 
the concluſion, of that Soul; which ſpurd with guilt, 
thinks to flie from 1ts 1elt, and from the uppermoſt Hell 
of deſpair, leaps into the nethermoſt Hell of pain. Bear- 
ing ſtil] about him, what he ſhun'd; even that only im- 
mortaliz'd Worm, or inſect, ſprung from corruption, 
which then (hall gnaw more furiouſly 3 Eternity, and de- 
ſpair of remedy, doubling the unmeaſurableneſs of the 
torture. | 

Should my thoughts now paſs from the conſcience, 
ſome conſciences would (at leaſt in their own conceits) 
account themſelves ike thoſe of Laodicea, to be rich,and 
increaſed with goods, and to have need of nothing, when 
as they are indeed wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blinde, and naked. Therefore,that we'may all know 
that we are miſerable, the better to confeſs Gods mercy, 
the more to thirſt after his ſalvation, we muſt know that 
there are hardned Pharaohs, aſwellas a deſpairing Judas. 
As that Body is moſt dangerouſly diſeaſed, whoſe exter- 
nal parts (the vital and animating! fpirits having, as it 
were, made a rc:efs) are left infenfible, and without 
feeling. So. that Soul is in a deadly (that is, damnable) 
eſtate, whoſe conſcience (the quickning power of the 
holy ſpirit, being utterly with-drawn ) remains fpeechleſs, 
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1 Sam. 19, 19+ 


Matt. 27. $5. 


Revel. 2. 17. 


and cauterized. Of this condition were many before the 
Flood, notwithſtanding the preaching of righteous\ Noah. 
After the Flood, the Sodowites. Under the Law; Pharaoh, 
and ſome of the 7/raelites in the Wilderneſs, Under the 
Goſpel, the Scribes and Phariſees; of whom our Saviour 
obſerves, that God had blinded their eyes, and hardned 
their hearts, that they fbould not ſee with their ezes, and 
be converted, that he might heal them, He is no friend 
that is not an eye, a hand, a tongue unto: his friend, to 


dan 
to t 


- Nor can that conſcience be a faithful} inmate 
foul, whoſe ſearching fight the ſunſhine of the 


fore-ſee his peril, and to fore-warn, and affiſt him in} - 


Matrc. 13. 14+ 
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World hath bleard: x whoſe awakeing tOuCN,cu aſtome in fin 
hath deaded; and whole ſharp pouint and wounding | 
edge, the Devil hath rebated '; the delights of tho Fleſh | 
prooving a; Sibyls ſop 'unto this Cerberus, a Dalilah un- 
toithis: Sampſon. + | 

That part which the Chyrurgion intends to-cut off, he} 
farſt benums. And” thole Perions whom the Lord deter- 
mines to: reſcind from the vilible Body of his Church. he 
commonly hardens: as were thoſe,'{poken-of by the A- 
poltle, whole Conſciences were ſcared os with an hot I- 
ron. Lord,let my conſcience be,neither Ike NabaPs heart, 
dead as a {tone within him; Nor met like D7ves rongue 
tormented 1m mercile(s flames. Ent like Peter?; Cc ck, ne: 
ver cealing tov crow, until 1 weep bitterly. Yea, let it be 
my Nathan, who am as- David, a finer: my £5: wel, 
who 'am dilobedient as Saxl. Solhall my contcicrce be 
unto, me a, happy copelſmate, one whoſe words are better 
unto. me.as a.triend;.than her kills as an enemy; | 

Of all the faculties of the Soul: the will is moſt de- 
pendents its act and operation being moved by the de- 
termination, or ſuggeſtion-of the reſt; v;z. the minde; 
underſtanding, and affeftionss For, before any thin is 
done, by Man, there is a conſultation had in the Soul; 
where, after a diſputation pro & eoz,at lengti,this ching- 
or that, 1s: agreed-gf to be the' bonus. which in due ſea» 
ſon the will - (as the Souls agent) puts in-execution. Noiy 
there is'Gods /bo#im,luch a one as we Thall finde in holy. 
Chronology, expreſt 'in the Ftontiſpicce of every good 
Kings lite... Inſtance'in Hezechiah. He did that which 
was right'or good iff the ſight of 1h? Lord. And there is 
Mans 'bonum allo, lo called, not becauſe pol! tively,” Or 
ſimply ſo: 1n it ſelf: 3 but In relation to purblinde Man, | 
who. ſo eſteemeth it. Witneſs that ſacred and hiſtorical 


annotation. 'That: when there was no King in iſrael,eves: 


\Marn did that which was good" in his own eyes. In this]: 
laſt:Scripture, the truth -of iy former dil courte is obſer: 4 
vable; and:confirmed; as that a-natural Mans wil! uſually 


attends his judgmentz ſo that the hi”, and und : 


ſtanding being totally depraved,and corrupted (as bef i 
ROT been. C7 d it muſt Ty yea, impul. 
ſively 
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Divine Meditations on F aith. 
ſively follow, that the aCtivity of the will keeps the ſame 


poſition. 
In Adams Sons there 1s a continued Earth-quake. The 


debauched faculties of the Soul being as ſo many peſti- 
lent, and tumultuous Ayres within the Bowels #1; this 
wretched Microcoſme which, together with the impetu- 
ous violence of the will, rends us; belching forth conti- 
nually, Mans aGtual fins; which are.not only dead in 
themſelves, but alſo to othets, by example. Doth a 
Fountain ſend forth at the ſame place ſweet Water, and 
bitter * Can the Fig-Tree bear Olive-berries, of a Vine, 
Figer* They cannot. Neither can an unſanctified minde 
be tellowed with a will, free, and full of good reſoluti- 
ons, Hence therefore, O my Soul! with all ability in 
thy ſelf, leſſen not thy loſs, and poverty, leſt by ſuch a 
proud, and preſumptuous bragging, thou loſe thy gain, 
and toreſtall Gods charitable benevolence. 

Lord, I account my ſelf to have no will, becauſe not 
a good one. Therefore let thy own will anew beget me, 
with the word of truth; that I may be a kind of firſt 
fruits of thy Creatures: Lord, it is thou which workeſt 
in Men, both to will, and to do, of thy good pleaſure. 
Therefore let me rather, in an humble 1gnorance bury 
what proud Men ſay is Mans right .-( for love it I can- 
not, it mine. Thy perfect juſtice giving to every one 


infiniteneſs of thy mercy. To derogate from my own 
deſert Chad I any) is a plauſible error, a commendable 


criledge, and abominable herefie. Let my humihty ſtrive' 


{to make proud natures ſomething, nothing, rather than 


to ſuffer any vain boaſting, to anſe-from ſuch imaginary 
abilities, worth nothing. _So that though' both ſhall as 
 (in' themſelves they are nothing ) end 1n nothing, yet 
the company of a vertue ſhall in thy fight make the one 
to me fomething, when the other ſhall be -by thee ad- 


| judged as full of fin, as it is wanting im worth. 


Man, in his firſt Creation, was ike to a ſtrong and 
beautifull Cyttadell, whoſe external and -carnal'part, I 
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may terme ('and that not unfitlyya —_— Rampire, 
| | Or 


his due) then for the nothing of my merit, to lole the. 


humility 3 'But to detra@t or ſteal from thee, horrible ſa- | 


| 


45 


Jam. 3. 11- | 


Jam. I. 13, 


lt. 
ms 


- 
OD — I re 


"———__ RE 


— 


Gen. I. 27. 


Rom. 7. 24+ 


Divine Meditations on ÞF aith. | 


or Earth-work, his ſences the Cinque-ports of this torti- | 
fication, his Soul (an incorporeal part ) me-thinks re- 
ſembles the habitable, and innermoſt part of the Fort; 
or to ſpeak more plainly, the Pallace of the Governour, 
the Court of the Prince; for ſo indeed it was, even of 
the King of Kings, before its unhappy and accurled de- 
tection. Herein the principal faculties, as ſo many expert 
Commanders, did exerciſe their ſeveral offices. The af- 
fetions alſo (the ſubject of my enſuing thoughts ) had 
their places of eminency, and authority. Love being the 
Leader of the Band, or the Enfign-bearer 3 and Fear the 
Sentinel, to prevent ſudden furpriſals.  Inthis happy or- 
der, freedome, and condition, was Man at firſt; until 
the Apoſtate-Angel, Sathan, envying that felicity 1n 0- 
thers, which himſelf had loſt, unlocked the ſences by the 


| beauty of the forbidden Fruit, and after parly with the | 


Guardians of the Soul, tempted them with the fair pro- 
miſe of D3i eritis, to be Traytours to their Soveraign, 
that had made them little leſs than ſo: For 1» his own 
Image created he them. This beautiful ſtructure being 
become the Cage of unclean Birds; no wonder, if the 
Holy ene of 1frael refuſe to dwell there. If the glory of 
Iſrael departed, when the Ark was taken from amongſt 
them, ſure I am, the glory of Man vaniſhes, when God 
forlakes him. | 

Hiſtories and Politicians have obſerved the miſery of 
that Country. I dare not call it a Government, where 
the Hydra-headed multitude give Laws unto themſelves, 
Experienced Souldiers can bear witneſs, what Floods, 


of them) will confeſs, that both theſe are but weak de- 


orders, and corruptions, which: in compariſon are but as 
ſcars of thoſe great wounds, will inforce the beſt, dayly| 


who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death © 


This miſery of Man, this his civil War, hath bool 


{criptions of the wretchedneſs of the Soul, deprived off 
the life of God. Nay, the ſmall remainders of thoſe dif-| 


with Holy Pawl to cry out, 0 wretched Man that I an, 


Tragedies, and Diſorder follows the unþeading of an| 
Army, and the Regimertts. Such Men (tor only he thar| 
hath been delivered from ſuch calamities, can beſt judge] 


briefly 


— 


i 


i 


+ thou loſt thy happineſs, by changing thy object 2 There 
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| Druine Meditations on Faith. 
briefly touched and diſcovered already in the former fa- 
culties of the Soul. It now remains, that I obſerve, and 
that with brevity, how the affections particularly ſtand 
affected. 

O Love, which weart once the Spirit, the fervour, the 
marrow of the Soul. Its Embaſladour to her Creator, 
lying Ledger in the Court of Heaven, as long as that 


happy, and mutual amity remained unviolated. How 
art thou now degenerated? yea, how wretchedly haſt 


is no whit of lite, ſpirit, or freedome in thee now. For 
;hou art dead,” and entombed in Earth: nor neerneſs, or 
relation to God; no not in the leaſt degree; for the 
wicked (faith the Apoſtle) are haters of God. 

Thou art now ſo far from being Mans Agent to God, 
that 1f God, in the infiniteneſs of his mercy, would re- 


Os 


> 


Of the diſorder 
in the affetions 
In particular, 


Of Love. 


new his peace with Man, he muſt be his own Agent,and 
thou his Patient; witneſs St. Job, We love Him,becauſe 
be firſt loved us. How comes It to paſs, that thou haſt, 
forſaken the Lving Fountain, and hewen out unto thy 
ſelf Eeſterns, that will hold no Weter 2 Is Earth to be 
compared with Heaven; or the Creature with the Crea- 
tor, that thou haſt forſaken the one, to embrace, and 
marry the other? The Mole, that of all other Creatures 
delights to undermine, and root within the Earth, wants 
the Organ of ſight, thereby illuſtrating this truth; that 
where a carnal, earthly, or ſenſual love is, there muſt 
needs be a blinde and ignorant underſtanding. - 

|. O Lord,is this affetion of love, being rightly placed, 
the Prince of-all other our afe@ions? Is 1t the ſwmnre 
and compendinne of thy whole Law? Is it that which 
gives life to the actions of the Soul? Ts it the tryal of our 
Adoption? Thaggby which faith works? Is it an old'Com- 
tmandement, as Being from the beginning 5: a new Com- 
mandement, as being renewed, and ftraitly enforced in 
the Goſpel? Is it the mark of our perfetion, and. of the 


|truth ? | 


| {wherewith I may daily 


. O give me ſighs, give me words, yea 
unutterable groans of my Spirit, raiſed 
importune thy Ma 


ty me thoſe 


thy Spirit, 
for the 
| N2 right 
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Mate. 22, 37» 
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Nor in honours. * 
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i Tim. 5.6. | whilſt they live. Now death excludes joy, theretore it is 
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Divine Meditations on Þ aith. 


right fixing, and- direction of this affection of my Soul: 
That ſo my love. inflamed by thee, may not hencetorth 
be ſub-lunary, but like the Sun, ſending forth beams up- 


| wards towards thee, and rays down-wards amongſt my 


Brethren, Then fhall thy will be done by me on Earth, 
as 1t 1s done in Heaven, 
The ground and occaſion of all true joy, is either aſ- 


lured hope, or a preſent fruition of ſome extraordinary | 
benefit. Now no natural Man can be ſaid to poſleſs this | 
affetion aright, as being deficient in the ground there-! 


otz Sin making him uncapable to receive any thing as a 


bleſſing or benefit either from God, or Man. *T'is true, | 


wicked Men ſpend their Days in Wealth, heaping up 6i1- 
ver as the duſt, and preparing Rayment as the Clay. 


But oblerve, their riches cannot be properly tearmed| 


their goods. T hele may poſleſs treaſures, but ſha'l never 
enjoy them, For, The innocent ſpall divide his Silver,and 
the juſt ſhall put on his Rayment. It's as certain, that 
the wicked walk on every ſide, when the vileſt Men are 
exalted. T hat Servants ride on Horſe-back, and Princes 
walk as Servants upon Earth. But note allo, that honour 
1s to them, as the Hebrew word (1gnities, weight, heavi- 
neſs, not rejoycing producing, as the Greek word 7n 
imports Fear, which excludes joy: God giving 
worldly*Men preferments, Noz #t honoraret, ſed ut eng- 
raret. Haye they not pleaſures allo? Yes verily, if we 
underſtand” them according'to their acception, or Ety- 
mology, (that 1s) things pleaſing them. Look upon the 
deſcription .of them in Job, drawn to the life; and we 
ſhall view them, Taking the Tymbrell and Harp, and re- 


joycing at the ſound of the Organ. T his theit pleaſare (to 
| V bold with that word pleaſure,that it li 6 


the more 
ings ſeem what 


bold- with them ) is' a pleaſure; wherei 


they are not. The word delight, me-tnks 1s: very figni- |. 


ficant;. teaching us that true. pleaſure, only ſprings from 


that true light, and only doth give light, life and joy to 
the Soul. That ſo empty are all voluptuaries of theſe| 
ingredients, that I may ſay of them, as St. Pax! of the|' 


wanton. Widdows, -They that tive in pleaſure are dead 
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1mpoſhible that Man ſo dead, ſhould rejoyce. 
Laſtly, To filence all Objections, and to conclude; 
the Earthly minded Man is the only melancholy Man. 
The very ſubject and object of Lamentation. Take the 
height, and learn the nature of thoſe that blaze like me- 
teors, being placed 1n the higheſt region of carnal Mem 


of the Metaphytlicks, and both Philoſophers; Machivels 
in Policy, and Solomons in the generality of humane 
Learning, and ſee what they are. Burt leaſt it ſhould ſeem 
preſumption in thee {O my Soul) to cenſure, or detrat 
trom ſuch ſhining Lamps of the World; Let the King 
of Iſrael, who excell'd in wiſdome all the Children of the 
Eaſt Country, and all the wiſdome of Egypt, for he was 
wiſer then all Men, give up his experimental judgment; 
proving by an undeniable argument a Majore ad mins, 
what I formerly layed as my ground, That no natural 


Man can pyſſeſs a genuine joy. Hear his own words; 7 


gave'my Heart to know wi) dome, and to know madneſs 
and foily; TI perceived that this alſo is vexation of ſpi- 
rit : For in much wiſdome is much grief, and he that in- 
creaſeth knowledge increaſeth ſorrow. 

O gracious Creator | with what a deluge of miſery 1s 
wretched Man over-whelmed ? In how deep an abyſs 
ot ſorrow is he plunged? Cannot riches, honours, plea- 


whole Worlds felicity, excite or beget one true {mile 


from the end of their Creation, adminiſtring (inſtead of 
follace) vexation, and infelicity, . O who but Man hath 
ruin'd Man! who but himſelf is the Thief, and betrayer 
of himſelf! what occaſioned the parting of this good 
from the Creature, but the departing of Man from thee 
his Creator? O thou, 1» whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures .for ever more; 
Reſtore unto me thahjoy of thy Salvation, that in thy 
light I may ſee light, Then ſhall thoſe ſtreams of .glad- 
neſs accompany thy many benefits, and continually and 


e dryed up, as being ſeparated from thee the Foun- 


why" = flow into my Soul; when to others they fall 
O 


ms 


I mean thoſe, that are ſecond Adams in the knowloul 


ſures, wiſdome, the content and compleatment of the | 


of joy in the Soul? Nay, do they not with Man ſtray | 


—_—  — 


| p——— 


| 


tain. | 


Not in wiſdom, 


1 King. 4. 39. 


Eccl.1. 17,18. 


Contemplation. 


Matt. 16. 11, 


Plal. $1. 12. 


apy ns 


_ nm —— ”— OOO I COOGEE 20 EEO A II SO I ED DIO oo — ——————_ een 
— — - 


Of Fear. 


Dan.s 6. 
d- j Gen, As I3, 
Mart, 27. 3. 


Hebr, 5. 7+ 


——_— 


- Drvine Meditations on Þ aith. 
tain, Be thou my Sun, and Jet thy bletuinys, as to inany 
beames proceeding fron: thee, irradiate and rejoyce my 
Soul ; that ſo I may ſee thee in them, and them in thee, | 
and by ſuch a double aſpect of thee, be moved to give 
a double praiſe unto thee of Glory 1n thy felt, ot metcy 
to.my Soul. 

Fear is now become a continual Palſey of the Soul, an 
Earth-quake of the Body. The cvject of 1t 1s commonly 
either tome eminent danger, or unreliſtable force in a 
Superiour, particularly apprehended, with ijuch a fear, as 
did the Creatures obſerve Man, beiore his own hands 
cancelled his large Pattent of Dominion. And with the 
ſame afieftion ( though much more enlarged, and in a 
tar greater meaſure, as looking through the peripective 
of reaſon) doth natural Man adore and treinvle at: the 
feet of his Creator, armed with the thunder ot Ommpo- 
tency, and breaſt-plate of Rightcoulnels, crown'd with | 
Majeſty and arrayed with Glory. * Who can behold the | 
Lord God thus, and live? Let Be/ſbazar's thoughts, 
Cain's words, and Judas laſt action expreſs the terrour 
of thoſe Souls, that thus apprehend God. Look upon 
the preying Claws of the Lion, rhe Srubble in the midft. 
of the Furnace, the Malefator quaking at the Bar of 
Juſtice; and in them my Soul view thy feartull eſtate 
by nature, 

If any Soul (as a ſinner) was ever endowed with ſo 
perfeft an Organ, as it could look abroad upon God, as 
a Judge, or diſcover one {mile in the face of anger, or 
mercy in the midſt of incenled jultice, ſurely the firſt 
and ſecond Adam would have done it;: one of which 
had the ſtrength of nature, the other of grace. 

- But alaſs! even the Son of God, (when in the place of 
finfull Man, he ſtood before the Juſtice of God feared. 
Witnefs the Apoſtle; witneſs his exclamation, though his 
aſtoniſhment and fear were tempofary, the wickeds eter- | 
nal. His occaſioned by a receſs of te Divinity, and pa- 
ternal comforts, beyond the teach of his prefent fence; 
Theirs is a curſed effe&t of fin, and utter privation of | 
that. infuſed love from God, that begets a love to God; | 
which indeed is the very form of a filial fear. It then'ithe 

| {ſecond | ' 
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ſecond Adam, which came from Heaven, having put on 
]rher with his off-ſpring, perſonally, and by nature finful ; 


| whom they ſhould reyerence as a Father; perfe(t love 
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our rran{grefſſions,conceived that God had forſaken him; 
No marvail it the firſt Adam of the Earth, Earthy, toge- 


forſake, and hide themſelves from God ;, flying from him, 
to whom only they {hould fliez fearing him as a Judge, | 


caſting out fear. 

O iny God! is there a neceſlity of fear? muſt all the 
Creatures tremble before thee® as being all wirneſles ex- 
ternally or Internally of thy eſfential, and judicial power. | 
is the fear of the Lord the beginning of wiſdome ? and 
will he with-hold no good thing from him that fears him? 
Q let my Soul bear a comfortable part in this affection. 
Lct my fleſh tremble for fear of thee, becauſe thy Crea-| 
ture; and let my heart be enlarged in love towards thee, 
becauſe thy Son. Let my mamfold fins humble me, as 
beholding thee a righteous Judge; and let my faith raiſe, 
me, as apprehending thee a merciful Saviour. Let me 
work out my ſalvation with fear and trembling, as con-| 
idering my weakneſs, and mutabllityz and let me preſs | 


| cowards the 2:ark with confidence, and aſſurance, as be- 


lieving thy free eleftion, omnipotency, and i7zzm#tability. | 
Lord, if thou doſt know me by name, it I allo, have found | 
grace in thy ſight, ſew. me now thy way, how to know 
and ſee thee. There is a place by thee, O do unto me, 
as thou did(t unto Moſes, let me upon a Rock, even my 
Rock Chriſt Jeſus; that ſo my lite being hid in him, 
through the Cliſts his wounds, may lee thy glory paſling 
by; and hear, and apply this thy loving Proclamation, 
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even a furnace of brimftone, and a vail of tears : It now 


ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs, and truth, keeping 
mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquities, rrenfigeiions 
and ſins. 

4 wal now made a ſhort progreſs through the Soul, 
once a Paradice, as being watered eyery where with 
grace, even as the Garden of the Lord, But now being 
like Sodow and Gomorrah, which the Lord deſtroyed, 


| remains, that I take a genexal view of the Body, which 


The Lord, the Lord God, mercifull and gracioxs, long-, 
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is as it were the {uperticies of Man,the Pallace, the Shell, 
the Garment of the Soul. That ſo having obſerved their 
union in (in, aſwell as in nature, from the joynt, and vo-' 
luntary acquired curſe of imperfection, I may be the 
more inlarged to magnifhe Gods free gitt of perfection. 

As the Lord in the Creation made Man after his own 
Image, as concerning the Soul, that he might be capable 
of Divine Viſions, and enjoy a communion with him : 
So alſo he made Man like himſelf, as conſidering the 
Body, in reſpe& of Dominion, and Majeſty 3 no Crea- 
ture being like God, but himſelf. That according to the 
preſent Commandement, one Man might love another as 
himſelf : ſach a (imilitude of parts, inducing a commu- 
nion of hearts, love being the fulhiling of the Law, ſince 
the fall. Becauſe there needed not Law when love was 
pertect; before the fall, the detect of the one necefſita- 
ting the conſtitution of the other. Every member of the 
ws Þ in the ſtate of innocency, .being made willing, and 
ready to perform all good actions, reſpeCting either God 
or Man, by the quickning aud agitating Power of this 
predominant affection 1n the Soul, But what have I now 
to do with the ſtate of Innocency, that am now diſcour- 


{ſing of Rebellion? Our ſelf-love in 4daw hath depraved 


us of that grue love, which (ſeated jn the Soul) moves 
the Body to a& any goodneſs. Of which miſerable loſs 
of ours, that we may be more denfible, it is neceſ[ary that 
as the Souls, ſo the Bodies detects be particularly medi- 
tated on. 

The curſe and judgment of the Body is, that it ſhould 
be a ready inſtrument to execute the {infu]l commands 
of the Soulz theſe two parts conſtituting, Man, being as 
it were Maſter and Servant, Husband and Wite. Yet ob- 
ſerve, as in the happieſt unions amongſt us,we ſhall finde, 
that though the Nobler Sex hath the Superiority and 
Power, of Rule, yet ſo prevalent is the nature of conju. 
gal love, that it ſweetly. allures the ſuperintendents will 
to joyn iſſue in many actions by rhat which 1s ſubyeCted, 


| So in Man, though the Soul be the Head, the Monarch, 


yet (by reaſon of the neer, conjunction) the Body often-] 
| times inclines the Soul to be aftive, according to its diſs 
| politionzþ 
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poſition; making good that Phyloſophical maxime.. Mo- 
res animi ſequuntur temperamentum corporis. By this it 
appears, that the Body 1s not only inſtrumentally, but alſo 
ina kind potentially evil,fince the Fall; being then chan- 
ged in an irſtant of time, from its beauty to deformity, 
trom its pertect compoſition (which was equal ad por- 
dys) to an unequal mixture of the Elements and hu- 
mours. Hence followed termination of life, millions of 
Diſeaſes, and Death, the malady of Diſeaſes. Hence the 
neceſity of daily nouriſhment, and the peccancy and a- 
bounding of humours (deſfcryed in the four Complexi- 
ons) and thoſe exceſs, aided by the conſtant bent of 
nature to do 11], do cauſe that aptneſs, and proclivity 
of ſeveral Men to particular Vices; as the cholerick to 
malice, blood, and anger; the melancholy to deſpera- 
tion and diſcontent; the fanguine to luſt z the. flegma- 
tick to floath and idleneſs. In this curſed deprayation 
of our erring nature, the ſences ( which are the Bodies 
Pengarchie) have no {mall proportion. For what is the 
Eye, the ſeat of the optick faculties, but an open Win- 
dow,apt to give entrance to theeviſh luſts. A two-leaved 
Door, prepared by treacherous nature to receive in dead- 
{ly Enemies? The life of Man would be far calmer, did 
not theſe rifts let in tempeſts of pride, and vanity. The 
preſumptuous opening of theſe, made Eve open her hands 
to receive, her mouth to taſte, the forbidden fruit. For, 
when the Woman ſaw, that" the Tree was good. for food, 
end that it was pleaſant to the Eyes, (he took off the 
fruit thereof, and did eat. Mark here, what afliſtance 
this ſence gives to the temptation. Had not the Soxs of 
God, made their Eyes Flood-gates, to let in the deceitful 
beauty of the Daughters of Men, (an Idolatrous union ) 
could not ſo ſoon have procured a diſ-union' from God; 
which moved the Lord to an effective repentance, chan- 
ging the Globe of Earth into an Orb of Water. Hams 
wocking, and curſe, proceeded from a carnal diſcovery, 
Sem and Japhets bleſſing, from a dutifull and willing 
blindneſs.. Laſtly, Davids heart had never been his con- 
cupiſcencies Captive, had not Bathfheba bathed in his 
Hp aſwell as in the Fountain, O _ which illumi- 
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nates Mans darknels, and halt the over.i;ght of my light, ' 
{uffer not that ſence, which thou haſt made to give my | 
Body light, to be the in-let of my Souls obſcurity. But | 
it I cannot ſee, but T muſt ſin, Lord, let me ceaſe to ſee 
carnally, and be enabled to ſee ipiritually; that ſo the | 
one may be ſwallowed up in the Vilion of the other. 

In the next place, what are the Fares, but the roads 
of Blaſphemy, the Labyrinths of obſcenity, an open pal: 
ſage to the mind, through which, Traytors, as well as 
true ſubjefs paſs without examination, or controulment, | 
Proud Herod had never been.a God in heart, had nor {© 
willingly conſented to be one in Fare. Had not Joaſh' 
hearkned to the Princes of Judah, when they made obey- 
ſance unto him, he had never left the houſe of the Lord, 
and ſerved Groves and Idols. Had Aaron heard the 
People, as the three Children heard Nabuchadnezzar, the 
one had been as free from Idolatry as the other. Could | 
Pilate have given the like attention to the Jews perſwa- | 
ſions, that David gave to Abiſhai, the Lords anointed | 
had not been crucihed. To conclude, had Solomons Gal- 
lant entertained the Harlots allurements, no further then 
Joſeph his Miſtreſſes enticements, Adultery would not 
have proved his ruine. Lord,though evil words by reaſon 
of the commonneſs of ſence,will perforce enter my Eares, 
O ſuffer them not to Inne in my heart, leſt they make 
thy Houſe of Prayer, a Den of Thieves, 

To proceed, though this ſence of Swelling next to be 
ſearched into, hath no objects which properly in them. 
ſelves conſidered, can be ſaid to be evil, yet hath it (ſince 
the Fall) a finfull property and inordinate, which is al. 
ways ready to affiſt the pride and inward corruption of 
the heart. As he is as well a Traytor that lets in the Ene-| 
my, as he that fights for him 5 So this ſence, by an ex. | 
ceſſive admiſſion, is often-times guilty of as much evil, as} 
the others, by a depraved- and actual commiſſion. The] 
Pride and immoderation contrated, by this ſence, is to 
be gathered out of the judgment pronounced by the Lord 
in the Prophet Eſay, againſt it, where he threatens thus, 
That it ſhall come to paſs, that in ſtead of ſweet ſmells,|. 
there ſhall be ſtink; and in ſtead of a girdle, a rent. 


Lord 
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[ur fince thou halt created this ſence for pleaſure, Let 
me not, by a depraved ule thereof, gain thy diſpleaſure : 
But let me by the fragrancy of the Creature, be made 
ſenſible of the excelling ſweetneſs of the Creator, that 
lo by joyning Heayen and Earth together, I may enjoy 
thee here, and hereafter, now, and ever. 

The taſte (which next enfues) was given to Adam in 
his Innocency, tor two reſpects. Firſt, tor a diſtinguiſh- 


in ſuch a rare diverſity, might glorifie the Creator. Se- 
condly, for pleaſure ſake, and to prevent loathing. The 
regulated Appetite being thereby harmleſly incited to 
perform (and that with a temperate delight) the cha- 
ritable act of nouriſhment. This was the gift, and the 
uſe thereof 1n the ſtate of Innocency, until Adam by 
talting too much, ſo extended, and wracked this ſence, 
that 1t could never fince be well ſet, or finde a mean. 


ment of the Creatures. That as the Eye, ſo the Pallate|_ 


The taſte now enticing the appetite, and the appetite a- 
gain encouraging to taſte, the whole Man 1s by this 
means irrecoverably plunged in intemperancy. Inſtance ; 


was fulneſs of bread : In the rich Glutton, whole im- 
moderation hatcht by this ſenſes provocation, cauſed the 
one to forget their end, the other his brother. O Lord,is 
this ſenſe thus propenlſe to 111? O let my Soul be fed 
with thy grace, and taſte thy ſweetneſs, that ſo my ſpi- 
ritual appetite being unmeaſurably enlarged, it may (like 
Moſes Rod) devour the carnal, 


the hand-maid of life, I mean the 4oxch 5 Know O fallen 
Man, that this'is no leſs friend, than the reſt, to wicked- 
neſs. Nay, to give it the due, it 1s not only a conſtant 
Conductour of fin in all afions, (wherein the Body is 
an Agent) but alſo is a nouriſher of fin, until it grow 
| exceeding finfult. Inſtance this, in the long-continued, 
and tall.grown luſts of Holy David. For no ſooner had 
Pride, Security, and Idleneſs lulled afleep the gracefull 
'warders of his Soul, and let in through his- wanderin 
Eyes, luſt, and beauty z but the will captived: by fi 


Potent Enemies, obeys 'and enjoys. What Sathaniſme, 
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Hypocrifie, Murder,and Impenitency, ſucceeded his touch ; 
as being hatched and pampered by its ſenſual fruition ; 
is known to all that are read in the Scriptures. . Ag luſt, 
{o covetouſneſs, 1s much -afhiſted, and hath a ſecret con- 


— 


| federacy with this ſence. There being in ſuch Midaſſes 


a certain con-naturalneſs betwixt their Fingers, and the 
Gold; which ſo forceably moves the affections of the 
Soul, that a real fulneſs ſeems with them a vant; their 
groſs Arithmatick conſiſting only of Addition and Multi- 
plication. O mercitull Creator, are my Eyes become $kil- 
full perſpeGives , and repreſentative Mirrours to bring 
fin neer unto my Soul?- Are my Eares ſet wtd® open to 
feaſt lewdneſs? Doth my Noſtrils ( Spider-like ) ſuck 
Poyſon from the ſweets of thy Crearures? Is my taſte 
the Cook to drunkenneſs and gluttony? And my touch 
the bed-fellow and companion of all uncleanneſs? To 
conclude all, is my whole Body con-natural with fin; an 
abettor and open friend to all iniquity; a Load-ſtone, 
cleaving rather to the baſe mettal of fin, than to the 
pure and tried gold of grace? Clay it is indeed, both in 


by the rayes of thy mercies, preſſing always to its own 
Element of Earth, though never ſo often elevated by 
the motions of thy good Spirit towards Heaven * Lord, 
what is Man that thou art mindfull of him, or the Son 
of Man that thou viſiteſt hims Is it not Chaff, and 
therefore to be blawn to and fro with the tempelt of thy 
wrath? Is it not ſtubble ind therefore apt fuell for 
that unquenchable Fire z yea, undoubtedly it is this; 
yea, worfe, and leſs then all this; being not only vanity, 
but lighter than vanity; ſo vain is every Man. 0 wretch- 
ed Adam that T am, who fhall deliver me from this Body 
of fin, and death * I thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. | 

| Lord, my Soul, guided by a Pillar of Fire (thy ſpirity 
hath now with faint paces paſted through a Vale of mi- 
ſery, a Wilderneſs of fin, Fall of temptatiqps, murmur- 
ings, and rebellions. It now remains, that' having re- 


Death, in, and againſt my ſelf, T now with the ſame 


Moſes! 


 ſubſtance,and qualityzas being hardned, and not mollified | 


G 


{ceived the Law in Mount Sinai, even the ſentence of| 
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Moſes from Mount Nebo yiew:the Lapd.of Canaar| the 
Goſpel of Peace, that promiſed poſlefſion;! of every true 
Iſrgelite. Lord, let my; mifery,”:thonugh-,not tny: merit, | 
provoke thee to this mercy,-as being 2 Max naked and 
wounded, and fallen among. Thieves ; as, |beirfg a wretch, 
whoſe Navel conveying original corruption, was not cut, 
neirher was' my flethly appetite ſxppled' with the, Water of 
Sandification in the Day af: my Nativity. © O pour into 
my gaping wounds the Oyle of conſolation, and -the 
(trengthening Wine of thy promiſes 3 and; binde them up 
with an humble aſſurance... O have compaſſion on me, 
and lay unto me, live. That 1s, forgive: all my. offences, 
that am-caſt out into the open Fields, +to the lothing -of 
my Perſon. Cloath me alfo.with-broadered work. Put a 
Jewel on my forehead, and'/a beautifull Crown on.iny 
Head, even the righteouſneſs, andy merit , of ; thy. Soh. 
That ſo I may be pradtically . enabled; to\ meditate. of 
theſe next objects of my faith, 2:2;;Sattfattionand:in- 
terceſlion, the two parts of. my Savigurs , Prieft-haod; 
which according to order, requireth- my ' ſucceeding 
thoughts. | ta 7,315 A 

No ſooner was Man created in. the. [mage of God, but 
he became a Prieſt unto God, not tg offer up. for him- 
ſelf, or tor others, expiating Sacriites, becauſe fan then 
was not; for God ſaw every thing that he had';made, 
and behold it was very good. But his fweet incenſe; was 
Prayer, proceeding not from want, .but from love; and 
duty: his Kids 'were the Calves of his Lips, inflamed 
with praiſe, and ſparkling with admiration. from the 
Altar of a pure heart, (an un-bloody, Saerifice..)| But this 
Jubile continued not a Year, a Moneth, a Week; Þ think 
ſcarcely a Day. God's firſt Sabbath of reſt ( F ſuppoſe) 
was the utmoſt date of Mans freedome from ſin. -. For no 
ſooner had temptation voluntary leave to-enter: thtough 
the ſences, into this holy Temple, but-the-ambuſhiof {in 
ruſhed out of Sathans impoſture, as: the - Grecians ;from 
their Horſe, and overthrew and polluted: the' Prieſt,-the 
Sacrifice, and, the Altar. If the Clay works not accarding/ 
to the mind of the Potter, no. marvail if he bruife-it-to 
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thee; 'xetorting them back, even into the adverſaries 
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*ris Juſtice in him to deſtroy it, When the Houic of God. 
is become a Den of Thieves, the Prieſt ' of God anIdo- 
latexti and fervant to lin, and'the Altar of God dedica- | 


ted to-Sathan; It 'muſt needs follow that the curſe+ of | 
God fore-threatned; ſhall now be executed, Tee fPuFf | 


> 'O:wretched Man, hath God pronounced that thou 
ſhalt die? Be aſcertained thou muſt die, ſince his uns 
changable Decrees are ſhaddowed out unto us by the 
Laws of the Medes, and Perſians, which alter not. Mult 
Man die? and hath God enacted it 2 who then can de- 
liver us from this Body of Death ? Be of good comfort, 
we have mercy for our Eſher; the Son ot God tor our 
Mordecay ; who hath, without reyerling, qualified, and 
fulfilled the debree of his Father. Who now can lay any 
thing #o the charge of Gods Ele& f it is God that jufti- 


yea rather, that is riſen again; who 3s even at the right 
hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſuon for us, being 
the onty Mediator betwixt God and Man. 


| | 
All Prieſts, fince the fall, within the Church of God 


were the Types of our high Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſus. For no 
ſooner was there a breach made betwixt God and Man; 
the Creator and the Creature, but mercy pleaded for a 
reconciliation; and that reconciliation in Jultice requi- 
red a Mediator, which is the Lord Jeſus. A principal 
part of whoſe Mediatorſhip is this his office of the Prieſt- 
hood. Before the Law typified in Melchizedeck ; in the 
Law pre-figured by Aaroz ahd his Sons; and in the Go- 
ſpel really executed and fulfilled by himſelf. The a&s 
of this his office are chiefly two, as being proportionable 
to the defe&t and necefiity of Man the offendor; zz. 
To: fatisfie, to intercede. Go forth now my Soul, and 
bid dehance to all thy Enemies. For the Shield of thy| 
faith-(hall receive all their darts, without any danger to| 


oo" — 


faces: Appear now with confidence before the judgment} 
Seat of God; bringing with thee to the Bar of Mercy, | 

thy Advocate Chriſt Jeſus: Thither ſummon Sin, that} - 
' Tyrant3z whom whilſt thoti weart a Traytor to thy Ma- 


| 


ker | 
— 


- 
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ker, thou didſt ſerve, together with thoſe Homicides, 
Death, and Hell ; Let him bring his Parent with hian 
alſo, even Sathan -his Agent, thy Accuſer ; yea, let thy 
own conſcience be' called as a'Witneſs; Laſtly, let the 
Law be prefer'd as thy Inditement: Againſt all thoſe, let 
thy Saviour oppoſe himſelf and maugre their objefions 


and acculations plead thy innocency, that fo thy righte- 


ouſneſs may break, forth as the light,” and thy judgment 
as the Noon-day : For;-he ſhall trample tlitne, and his 
Enemies under his feet, and deſtroy them with the two- 
edged Sword of his Word. RY 


ſlwers, That the old Man is crucified- with him, that the 
Body of Sin might be' deſtroyed, that hence-forth thou 
{ouldÞPft not ſerve Sin. Doth Death and Hell cry out, 
we are thy wages? The Almighty Conqutierour teplies, 
0 Death where is thy Sting. O Grave where i thy Vi- 


added, Death and Hell fhall be ca 
Fire. Doth Sathan accuſe thee? behold thy 22chaz! tha 

chate this malitious Dragon frotn' the jJudgtttetit Seat ; 
witneſs that voice of tryumph, that” the Ac ſer' of our 
Brethren is caſt down, whith aceuſed then before "our 
God, Day and Night. And as fot thy confEitnce, fear 
not its teſtimony, ſince it ceaſes to-accuſe, when $i 36 
not imputed. For, whoſoever is bort# of God, figuerh not. 
Again, a ſpotleſs, and blameleſs conſcience, Eannor be a 
blaming and condemning conſcience.” But,CB#1/? through 
the eternal Spirit, bath offered himſelf without ſpot to 
God, that he might purge thy Conſcience from dead 
works : Wherefore, having ſuch an High Prieſt over the 
Houſe of God, draw thou neer with « free Heart jn full 
aſſurance of Faith. Laſtly, doth the ſevere juſtice of the 
Law threaten to ſwallow thee up? ſtrengtheh, and com- 
fort thy ſelf in Chriſt, who hath "redetwed thre from the 
curſe of the Law, being made a curſe for theg: for it is 
written, curſed is every one that hangeth on 4 Tree, Oc. 
Yea, let this following immunity (The Law of the Spirit 


of life in Chriſt Jeſus, having made thee free from the | 
Law of Sit and Ps diſmiſs thy fred, an "Ro 


Doth Sin challenge a right on thee 2 Our: Saviour an- 


Fory? And that thou maiſt never hereafter fear, *cis 
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©. my Saviour, who art only. the, true Aelchizederh , 
the,compleatment of Aaron's Pricſt-hood, and the err of 
the Law, How much praiſe 1s thy. due from me, thy re- 
deemed ;, ſince. to, me js, thy laying. verified, Bleſſed are 
thoſe Eyeq that ſee thoſe things that T ſee. And the Eares 
that hear thoſe things that T hear. Abraham {aw thee. in 
tſaac; David ſaw thee 1n Selowmon; but I tee thee in 
thy felf; yea in theſe,.and.in all other thy Types. I ſee 
thee alſo, and that with much comfort and confirmation 
in (a), thy:Calhng, (bY) OUnGion, (c) Bloody Sacrifice, | 


Intercetſion,. which were. heretotore myfterioully bound 
up in.the, Levitical. Prieſt-hood,. are: now fulfilled, and 
to me, graciouſly manifeſted, Lord Jeſus,fince of thy free 
mercy thou -haſt made my deafneſs, to hear, and haſt} 
viven me light,.. that was: blinde,, for the {trengthning of 
my faith: 3...As I have ſeen thee in thy types, to let me 
ſee thee allo. in that. eternal decree:of thy Father: Sv 
(hall ſalvation .appear, Gods a&, and; not Mans phantaſie, 
viz.. Thou art my, Son, this day have T begotten thee 3 
Thox art the, Lamb ſlain, that takes away the fins of the 
World... -Laſtly, let, me behold - the execuiton thereot, 
wherein the Lord. is both offered to me, and accepred 
for me.. viz. This js my beloved. Son, in whow I am well 


doth not this Betheſda cured .: - 

.- © the canſolation of Chriſts-interceſlion, in this impers- 

fe ſtate of grace! Is. my. tove weak, and unſtable as Was| 

ter ?. This love O Saviour, 3 ſtronger than Death. Is| 

my 'obedience_imperfe&? By thy..obedience, many are 

made righteous. Is my zeal deteftiye? (Lord ) Thy "1 
0 
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of thy Houſe hath eaten thee up. -Is my Faith ſmall, and 
tubje&t to doubting 2 O Saviour, thou wilt give a bleſ- 
ſing, even tO 4 grain of Faith, as of Muſtard-Seed. And 
haſt promiled oft to quench the ſmoaking Flax, nor to 
break, the ob fo Reed. Is my Prayer full of weakneſs, 
ignorance, and impertection? Thy Spirit it ſelf maketh 
requeſt for us,with ſighs which cannot be expreſſed, Yea, 
thou art entred into the very Heaven of Heavens, to ap- 
pear now in the (ight of God, ever living there to make 
Tnterceſſton for ws. To conclude, Is my inherent 1igh 
teouſneſs imperte(t? And am Ia tranſgreflor of the Law? 
Thy imputative righteouſneſs 1s perfect, and thou art a 
fultller of the Law. For thou art the end of the Law for 
righteouſneſs unto every one that believeth. Yea, that all 
further objections may be anſwered, that all other de- 
tects may appear ſupplied; behold here a gift, as large 
as Mans wants, and as full of mercy, as he of fin: Chri 
Teſus of God is made unto ws wiſdome,aud ir ores 
and ſandification, and redemption. 

Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is the way, the truth, and the 
lifes that Jacob's Ladder, whole foot (as expreſſing his 
humanity) toucheth the Earth; and whoſe top as reſpe- 
(ting his Divinity, reacheth unto Heaven. This three. 
fold office may be conſidered, as the parts of this Hea- 
venly aſcent. Upon whoſe firſt degree, my faith, which 
is the eye, the hand, and the foot of the Soul, hath be- 

un to aſcend, It remains now that I mount the next 
{taff, belonging to his Prieltly office, which is ſatisfaCti- 
on, the inſeparable conſequent of which 1s Juſtification, 
The parts of which, forgiveneſs of ſins, and imputation 
of righteouſneſs, do neceſſarily follow the former. Our 
mercifull High Prieſt and Redeemer ſatisfying by ſuffer- 
ing, that our ſins for which he ſuffered might be for- 
oven, fulfilling the Law is continually interceding, that 
his righteouſneſs might be to us 1imputed. So that to'our 
comfort and confirmation, be it ſpoken, that, when faith 
hath gaind footing upon ſatisfaction, and' interceſſion, 
it muſt needs have hand-hold on remiſſion, and imputa- 
tion, Can the Lord be leſs righteous, than Man? Doth 


boa the cancelling of the Bond, ſucceed the abſolying 
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of the debr? The faristaction, and relealement of the 
Priſoner follow the not guilty of the Jury. O the per-, 
feftion of all the ways of God,eſpecially of this his great | 
work towards the Children of Men! wherein mercy and 
juſtice do ſweetly kiſs each other 5- He being juſt towards | 
Man, in his fall into Death, that he might be mercitull, 
in raiſing him to lite. And that he might ſpare his adop- 
ted Sons, he ſpares not his only begotten Son. 0 what 3s 
Man that thou art mindfull of him, or the Sor of Man 
that thou viſiteſt him * 

To proceed, J#ſtification (by ſome Divines made an 
act of Chriſts Kingly office ) is that mercitull,and yer juſt, 
ſentenrial 'a&t of God the Father, whereby a believer is 
abſolved from in, and death, and the inherent righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed unto the faithfull applyers 
for the attaining of life everlaſting; Hereby,waving our 
debt, and ſupplying our want, at once, delivering us 
from guilt, and corruption. Behold, here is an Olive 
Branch, which faith, the Dove of the Soul, brings home, 
unto it in the time of Gods vengeance, and in the mid(ſt 
of the great Waters of Sin. Here's a Golden Scepter 
held forth by the incenſed King of Kings, to every faith- 
full, and humbled Efther. Now I may ſay to my Soul, 
as once the multitude to the blind Man ; See. he calls 
thee. Not in his ſtrong Wind, by which he rents the 
Mountains of pride; Not in his Eerth-quake, by which 
he ſhakes ſecure and preſumptnous ſinners: No, nor yet 
in his conſuming Fire, with which he devours unexcu- 


voice of compaſiion and pardon. O my Soul, Thox art not 


mieht be touched: nor unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and 
tempeſt; nor to hear the voice of thoſe woras,which woice 
they that heard, entreated that the Word ſhould not be| 
ſpoken to them any more; But thou 2rt come to Monnt 
Sion, and to an innumerable company of Angels, and to 
Jeſus the Mediator of the new Covenant,and to the blood 
of Sprinkling, that - eacketh better things than that of A-| 
bel, and to God the Judge of all, whom thou maiſt hear| 


with comfort, proclaiming Himſelf unto thee, as once 
5 3. before 
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| Divine Meditations on Faith. 
before Moſes, thus, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful, 
and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs 
and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniqui- 
ty, tranſgreſſzon, and ſun. 

Forgiving {in? O what good news is this unto my 
Soul! How truly 1s this called the glad tidings of the 
Goſpel * Tell me, yee which (hall hereafter read my 
thoughts, even from the teſtimony of your own Souls 
(For only experience can make you fit Judges in this 
calez ) It there be any joy like to the joy of a juffiffed 
ſnner* Any bleſſing like that of David £ Can I conſider 
into how feartull an eſtate fin hath caſt me, and unto 
what puniſhment Juſtice hath condemned me, and not 
from thence proportion out, and acknowledge the great- 
nels of this deliverance ® Doth not the truth-ſpeaking 
Word of God, which is neither cruel, nor partial, tell 
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give as our debts; That T am a condemned Perſon? For 
by the offence of one, judgment came upon all Men to 
condemnation. That I am a bond-ſlave to death, and to 
him that hath the Power of Death, the Devil; all my 
life time being ſ#bjeF to bondage © That I am a dead 
Man; For, We are all dead in ſins, and treſpaſſes. That 
I am an enemy to God, and Chriſt, and laſtly by nature 
a Child of Wrath? And ſhall I account remiſſion of all 
my offences, SatisfaQtion of all my arrearages, Liberty 
from ſervitude, Life in ſtead of death 3 Nay more,reſur- 
rection from death, no mercy 2 Can my powerfull Ene- 
my be made my friend, and Father? my irefull Judge, 
become my Mediator and Saviour, and I not highly ta- 
voured, gratioully, yea, wonderfully delivered ? O thou 
|which haſt wrought all theſe things for me, work in me 
[an experimental, and ſenſible knowledge, a continued 
and enlarged thankfulneſs. So ſhall I give to thee the 
praiſe, and receive from thee the comfort of that bene- 
diction; Bleſſed is he whoſe tranſgreſſzons 3s forgiven,and 
| whoſe ſin if covered. 

No ſooner had the power and wiſdame of God puld 
off the Viſard-of the Chaos, and diſcovered the form of 
| R 2 Heaven 


me that I am a finner? For there is no Man that ſinneth | 
not. That I am a debtor? Since we mult all pray, for-' :tp.Joh.1.8. 
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Heaven and Earth, but he adorned and clothed them 
with beautifull Creatures; all his works having not only 
in their Beeing a naked exiſtence, but a fulneſs of good. 
neſs, which is: their perte&ion. If theſe things (which 
God made for'the uſe of Man ) were exceeding good ? 
Surely Man, whom he made for his own uſe, and glory ; 
was 1n his firſt Creation in Nature, and ſhall be 1n this 
ſecond of Grace, indued with a plenitude of excelling; 
graces. To be, and not to be good, 1s to be evil; as 
wanting the Character. of the Creator. Who is a moſt 
pure Eiflence, there is no mean betwixt good, and evil : 
every Soul being either conformed to the Image of God 
or deformed after the fimilitude of Sathan. Now to them | 
upon whoſe fore-heads the Seal of the living God is pla- | 
ced, is given a two-fold right&ouſneſs 3 the one inherent 
and imperfe#; not (it ſimply conſidyred)) as the work 
of the Spirit, but as it 1s accompanied, and mixed with} 
the corruptions of nature. Our beſt performances, being |. 
like unto thoſe ſtrange births which receive their life and 
beeing from God, their deformities from ſome defett or 
vice in nature. But of this in another place. 

The other- is, that infinitely perfed, legal ſuper-erro. 
gating, and inherent righteouſneſs of the Son of God, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, . which God the Father beholdin 
his Sons ſufferings, and fulfilling the Law together os 
his own promiſe, and Covenant, which is a due debt in 
Juſtice, i-zputes to them, to whom in his unſpeakable] 
mercy he gives faith to receive, and apply it. This I call 
infinitely perfe&, as being the righteouſneſs of God, as 
well as Man, by reaſon of the communication of proper-| 
ties, from the union of nature. I call it legal, becauſe the 
Law was the objec, and rule thereof. Sxper-errogating, | 
becauſe it ſuper-abounds, and is made the ſole merrit| 
of Saints. Laſtly, I tearm it ##herent, as being the aftual 
righteoufneſs and obedience [of. the Man Chriſt Jeſus. | 
All his ſufferings, by reaſon of the ſpontaneous and lo-|* 
ving offer of himſelf, being alſo the acts of his will, as|' 
O wonder of love !| 
'O miracle of mercy! O divine charity / which in the]. 


loweſt depth of our miſery, and ſwelling height of our] 
| | Rebellion 
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Rebellion, cloth'd not only our Bodies nakedneſs, but 
our Souls 3 as that firſt hid our outward pollutions from 
our ſelves, ſo this our inward corruptions from God. 

For ever bleſſed be thou O Lord, for that union of 
thy Spirit and gift of faith, by which I put on,nay more, 


am made one with Chriſt. What ſuggeſtion of Sathan, 
or contradiction of depraved nature (granting me a mem- 


| ber of this Head, a branch of this Vine ) can make it 


difficult to prove, or dares deny my right to poſleſs, *this 
{potleſs Robe? As the union of Soul and Body, of Head 
and Members, produceth a ſympathizing property, and 
joynt-propriety to every thing ; ſo my union with Chriſt, 
as being the Soul of my Soul, the Head of his Church, 
eatitles me to, and gives me whatſoever is his. And (no 
doubt) as 1t is horrible blaſphemy to account any part of 
the Lords humane Body, as finfull and unclean: So it 1s 
unreaſonable infidelity, and ſhamefull impiety ro think 
any true member of his myſtical Body can be (asin him) 
unrighteous and defiled : his perfect, and abounding righ- 
teoulneſs, being like ro that pretions, and ſacred anoimt- 
ing Oile, which according to the Pfalmiſt was poxred oz 
the head of Aaron, and went down' to the skirts of his 

are. 
ie O this his innocency, and merit, is that white 
Robe which was given to them that' were ſlain for the 
Word of God, and the teſtimony which they held. This 
ts that glorious Sur which clothes the Church,that Woman 
in travaile, Yea, this is that beautifull wedding garment 
wherewith Chriſt our Bridegroom, inveſts every true in- 
vited aud eleFed Gueſt. | 

The Linen Veſtments of the Jewiſh High Prieſt were 
comely enough to miniſter in at the ordinary and daily 
Sacrifice. But they were. accounted- too mean and poor, 
when he entred into the holy of holieſt. The Rayment of 
Joſeph a Priſoner ( though good enough rv for 
that place,) mmſt be changed, when he'is preſented*before' 
Pharaoh, a King. Yea, 'the Prodigals Rags may fetve 
him, whilſt he ferves the Devil, and'teeds with theiSwine 
of the World, upon the husks of vanity. Every-trae 
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militant, wherein we miniſter, and that but tor a year; 
Mans whole life being but a revolved year. Again, we | 
are all Stewards to the World, to whom our fleth in na- | 
ture, our Miſtriſs, hath plighted her trorth; ſo that it we | 
once became Joſephs, in denying her laſts, we muſt with 
Joſeph undergo ſlander, affiiction, and impriſonment. 
Laltly, we are naturally Prodigals alſo. Our portion is 
the common goods of the minde, of the body, of edu- 
cation, The waiſters and conſumers of this our firſt pa- | 
trimony, are the Dallilahs of Sin. Now though we may 
miniſter on Earth amongſt our brethren, cloth'd in the 
white Garments of a good report and profeſiion (though 
whilſt we are impriſoned in affliction, or ſpoyled by fin, 
and Sathan, the tatter*d Rags of ſorrow and lamentartion 
may. ſerve us ) yet when we are converted, and aſcend 
afterwards into the Santnm SanfForum, the Heaven of 
Heavens, when we ſhall appear before the Lord Jeſus our 
King, and return unto God our Heavenly Father, we muſt 
be cloth'd with the Golden Garments, the clean Velt- 
ments, the beſt Robes, even that meritorious righteouſ- 
neſs of our loving Saviour, which being the Rayment of 
our elder Brother, may affſure us (with Jacob ) of a bleſ- 
fing and acceptance here, of Glory hereafter. | 
Away then from (my thoughts) that perfeftion and 
merit which ſome dream of, in renewed nature. That 
ſcant ſacrilegious and unthanktull opinion, of our Savi- 
ours aGtive and . paſſive obedience, ſuch Tenants (as it 
were.) halt, and diſgracefully curtaile, the ample and 
large Garments of our Lord, that fo vain pride might 
patch it up with the old Rags and rotten performances 
ot Mans deſert. Lord, thy Word teacheth me, and my 
own infirmities inforces me, to another, yet better Plea.|. 
Can Man. be juſtified in thy ſght,or how can he be clean, 
that. is born Sd a Woman & Behold, even the Stars are| 
not pure in thy Sight, how much leſs Man, that is a) 
Worm? We are all thy Creatures, thy ſervants. The ob: 
ſeryance of thy\commands is the work we are made and} 
hired-for: Now could we (as thou know'ſt we cannot 
pre Oe thy will, (there being zo Mar that finnreth} _ 
, 


\#0t, who ſelf-righteonſnzſſes are not as filthy rags: Y| 
of Fs þ Would] ! 
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Woua we- therefore as our due, preſume to fit down 
with thee in thy Kingdome? Lord, let ſuch pride be far 
from as,and do thou cauſe us in an humble acknowledg- 
ment of our wants, and merit, readily to confeſs, that 
we are unprofitable Servants, having done that which 
was our duty to do. Now if of Servants we are made 
Friends, of Baſtards we are Adopted Sons, of Bond-flaves 
we are appointed Hezrs, (hall we not cry out, that our 
merit is thy grace, and that thou O Jeſus Chriſt art the 
Lord our righteouſneſs * Art made unto #5 righteonſ- 
neſs And art the end of the Law for righteouſneſs, to 
every one that believeth f | 

(Queſtion not here my Soul, why God doth not by his 


inſtant Call, juſtifie, ſanCihe, and glottfie his Ele&; fince 
as he did not Eond2mn us, ſo he will not fave us with- 
out our ſelves. Saves us without our merits, indeed, not 
without our work. He hath therefore in his infinite wiſ- 


ed faith, repentance, and all other good works to be as 
ſo many degrees, in our aſcent to-happineſs. That ſo 
Earth might be our School, to fit us for Heaven, and the 
life of grace, which 1s impertect glory, might prepare us 
for the lite of glory, which 1s grace 1a perfection. 
Neither be thou too curioully inquiſitive, to ask the 
reaſon why the Lord God, in this his gracious looking 
back upon us, doth not again build up that wide breach 
which Sin hath made in Mans naturez Thar ſo accord- 
ing to our firſt beginnings in Adam, we might have con- 
tinued that courſe, enjoying happineſs here, and attain- 
ing after tranſlationgglory hereafter ?-Since that the Lord, 
the great ArchiteCor, ſuffered this ſpecious ( yet brittle 
building of unſtable Man to fall down flat, that upon 
ics foundation he might raiſe up, to- the glory of his 
race, a, more beautifull edifice, .ia which admirable 
firotare he ufes the ſame. matte?, and that it_ might, be 
ſtable for ever, he Himſelf becomes the Head of the 
Corner, Further, the Builders of this ſpiritual Temple 
are Gods Spirit, and Miniſters; the. cement, faith 'and 
all other graces z_ the Buttreſles or Pillars,his Ele&ion a; 
| | | +. _ and 
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omnipotent, and ſupreme Power, 1a one and the ſame 


dome, annexed conditions to his Covenant, and ordain- 


Eſay 64. 6. 


Luke 19. Io. 


Luke 15. 15, 
Rom.8, 16,17. 


Jerem.33. 16. 
I Cor. I. 30, 
Rom, 10. 4. 
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juſtification of life. 


offer up his own Life for him ?-will no other ſecurity but] 
himſelf; be accepred for the payment of (in? Surely this} 


Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


and the tegment or covering, his Providence. In all his, 
Man as of himſelf hath no work, other ways grace would} - 
be no grace. The perfect work of Redemption (like that 
of the Creation) being as above the reſiſtance, ſo with. 
out the aſſiſtance of the Creature. | 

Again, had Man been only placed in a renued. eſtate, 
there would have been a poſſibility of falling, and of 
plunging Himſelf 1nto a double curſe, whereupon Sathan 
and evil Mey, would have taken an occaſion to derogate 
both from the mercy, and power of God, according to 
thoſe ObjeCtions of the Heathen, rehearſed by Aoſes ; 
That becauſe the Lord would not,or could not ſave them,| 
he ſuffered them to be deſtroyed 5 But ſome will ſay, he. 
might have confirmed them, as he did the Elect Angels; 
I anſwer,that if it ſhould have pleaſed God thus to have 
beſtowed his mercy towards us his Children, yet the| 
Devil and wicked Men ( if in thefe days of our weak. 
neſs, much more in thoſe of our perfe&ion) would have| 
derogated from Gods grace, that they might have attri- 
buted all, or the beſt part to-Mans merit. Laſtly, in this} 
our Juſtification by” Chriſt, mercy counterpoiſes juſtice ; 
yea, in theſe there are, to the eternal praiſe of our all 
wiſe God, an admirable and due proportion. The fpirit 
of God obſerves it, and ſhall not we, in whom it is 
wrought, with unſpeakable -joy, and thankfulnefſs re- 
member? That as by the offence of one, judgment came 
npon all Men to condemnation : Even ſo by the righte- 
ouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all Men unto 


O the mi erable neceſſity of our nature, the bound: 
lefs compaſſion of God's! Doth Man want holineſs, me- 
rit, and obedience, and will his Lord conter purity, and} 


will ſerve, | not only to exprefs his love, but'to'informe | 
our judgments, how impoſſible-it was, (confidering Gods| 
holineſs; the Lewy ger, and'the leaſt "imperfection JÞ 
for Man to be juſtifte before God. \ This work beton o ; 
to the Creator,not to the Creature,-If in our firſt beeing [ 


Ageats| 


_ 4 


— Died Meditionr'6 our 


Ages, much* more” in this-our | 
'Wherein God the Father knputes ay 
3ok becomes Man, obeys; 
Ghoſt: calls" and ſanti 65. Pk at Mi 
may apply, and piit''&n by faith, po 
[mpertal Crown'of neſs. 
ſaid; as'of 'Mordtgay Fomes W21l 5+ below 
tha>King of Kiltgs" {elight#%þ bowant; > PRDULE be 
ceed to obſerve "what (trains; - and&'bleffed* 
from this/Prieſtly Fotintain'dia tnor- th&eer and'1 
rable-1elation' of 'the Prophetical' OMee: hnts'it: 
invite me to- Unite them-alfo-hn my Meditations.” 
[am aſſured9'thart every true Chriſtian! Sout 
| followed me 'hitherto'in anyweak, yes HOGTY 
or, is here togetherawith-me Faviſhe in the a 
of theſe infimite Privilddyes; aid'in't 


Rae's 


ls to thoſe nol 

edding GCarmint'? Andsinot' Ts 
1 meſs ((evehthe v \ 
the Word; *e 
Wilſb, our Af; 
of Why, we'not 


=O. 
'thats 


EIN 


_— Ti rait the 


OC 
ER » * 


ters ot Lite, -whice flow gs of God * or : " 


a. || - DinpteAMediatiucon he © - i 


4 


- -. FFT TE” 


"of bene Garret hed} Mtn that we afermbs fon fha wp 
| 


— OTE LE 
Protea || O116x al ungry Souls, rhauk God Jot| 
ofice. , | our Lord, Jeliy Ghultzh be 1s a; Foſone tgovercomeall. 
FORE QUT. 3 ſaries; oo, Angel pointing ; on, FY 
igng Foy ye. chuck dens _ cog Spri 
CLICA CE. TRI, ay," 107 
dues ate paeſents;and perfect comfarr,; and. re 
RINSE DENG EPIOFagamant indeed -all others tnay 
haye: from, this, Offige 3 whigh are. nar! yer; called / to, ens 
ola ,-and. exerciſe; themlelves 10 the., means, whiih 
aith,. ang; repentance, ;notwichſtanding .the refifts |." 
lity- Tut th elr- ys 8, as bepolding! the :ftee N 
©2005 a Se Je Avg _ Ir. = (But the 
ES 


- 
- 


wing frow, this Of The] 
ithe will of God, (lo.fax}, 
urch): by, the, + Mouths I 
Ie oſtinct of the * third/'| >exſor 
2 All Which, iſſuing from | 


| 


b- 


| lone PI $95 


Contemplation. | 


——  — ww - 


- 


X” - rune Meditations on LY 


oh ao Pn \La35 


ORE ET, \re 


Soul, "the, cok of Waſ Mobs the Rook. of, Books 3 ic 
Here is Roe jos 


Tt 
ſo ever can, be or: Angels. The uſe 
'tand ſum me agg NIE and 
Decalogy e. The wy Nh Larry Cap eggs eaſe 
exaCteſt ” Oeogradh 


and, C LY os am i rg Levitt 


The m and ge 
rei, and In ab ich 1 43 4 | 
ngogh the Plat | 


Bains © "as witdome. wha, is. wo fwgrod Na 
what | 


cal. Ceremonies... K. E Revelations; Eos exer- | 
5 Ion, 5 er an 's Þ 4 


'L Tim. 3, 157 _ 


| Numb, 27.15. 


| 


2 Kings 4. 34s | 


Atﬀts 3. 22+ | 


| thy eyes, and. Hatiacked) thy hands; fepararing "for the 
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greateſt happineſs, without poſlbiliry 'of fruition, is 
the leaſt of :xorinents. 'And-to behold the Crown, - 
and- Priviledges of a Chriſtian , without either viſible] 
meaus to-obrain, or'a"true propriety « & weat! > types: 
makes bat. our miſery) more: wileral "Thou white 4 
now Jifted up; and icaff' down, *; x21lted with ©Joys ad, 
humbled with forrow:” For g liÞward, /thou” * | 
boldeſt with + holy Stephen, Heaven Fr and''rhe' Li 
Jefus Chriſt:ſtandiog atthe right hand of God. Bur al 
whillt chouw-weart raviſht _— this VYjon, a multirude of, 
thine.Enemies; (not much/unlike, nor leis cruel than bis | 
\Petſccurors) thy origmallCotruprions) haye: blind-folded}* 
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preſent, both-ie-:from thee and thee from it. 'But now 
be of gabd womfort, though thou lieft' dead in fin, 5 
infranc'd in aſtoniſhment, 'the Lord of life is come dg 

| unto; thee, Who (manger all 'thefe Hell-hounds Ponies 
wateh aver thee): on ive thee'pitt in the firſt 'Reſur-|/ 
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is Man was counted worthy of more glory than Moſes, 
= much as he who hath builded the Houſe, hath more | 
honour than the Houſe, Moſes being faithful as a Servant, | 
but Sp as 4 Son, Next, whereas (O my Soul.) thou 
objeCteſt the-deadneſs of thy 'nature, thy ſleeping in fin; 
I confeſs indeed thou art ſo. But hearken unto thy” Savi- 
ours Tryumph, which doth not only pierce, bur give. thee 
Eares, - Awake thon.that ſleepeſt, and ariſe eres the dead, | Eph. 514. 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. The hour being come,and 
now is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
Ged,and they that bear ſhall live. O but ſayeſt thouT am| objea, 
ſpiritually dead,how then can I hear? Know poor wretch 
that thy Saviours Ephata,works as powerfully on the Soul, 
as upon the Body. Yea, the Apoſtle, reciting the predi- 
tion of Moſes, ſaith not, bim ay you hear; But him 
ſhall yee hear. Even'ſo be it Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo| 
loving me a Lazarw, tho mailſt raife me though a La- 
zarus, and be unto me a Jeſus. ed IR ; 

Notwithſtanding theſe ſaving and.comfortable protni- 
ſes, me-thinks I feel my Soul ſtill heavy, and ſorrowfull 
within me, Objefting that theſe indeed are favourable 
and ſweet expreſſions - but they are\too general; conſi- 
dering her ſeyeral defeQs; grievous ſoats, and Ulcers. 
Requiring not only external, and powerfull Baths, and 
-|waſhings, but paricalar application” of Kemedies, and 
'| Medicmes. She confeſſeth that from theſe, ſhe is aſfored 
[of the abilitiesand ſufficiency of her ſpiritual Phyſician; 
bur ſhe defires to have experience of ns sill, and' to ap- | 
ply his ſeveral Medicaments, unto her ſpecial infirmities. 
Is this thy further requeſt; my Soul ? wo and of A 
4 good courage. Loe he calls thee z Come ninto meal ye Mar. 11. 28.* | 
| that labour and are heavy laden,and I will o# reſt. | Nn.” Y 
Again, I came not toccall e righteous, bit h verr "tg rc pon er ff i 

ctece, For,rh whoſe tate Thy thſek| as 1.1. 
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hearted, to preach deliverance unto the Captives, and 
covery of fight unto the blinde, to ſet at liberty them 
ave bruiſed; to wit, thee O diſtreſſed Patient, with "all 
thy Diſeaſes. . | IH 

Well,- thou art'now, even by his own moſt gracious 
Call, admitted into his preſence, - Be not aſhamed, but 
with boldneſs, approach unto his Throne of Grace, un- 
bareing thy ſoares,and diſcovering all thy ſpiritual wants, 
That . ſo the two eſtates in Adam fallen, and in Chriſt 
riſen, being compared; all may behold with thee a re- 
vival from death, even that firſt reſurrection, ſpoken: of 
in the Revelations. As alſo the difference, and diſpro- 
portion that is betwixt a Man in grace, and a Man jn 
fin. And laſtly be raviſht in the apprehenſion of ſuch in- 
finite mercy, which adminiſters Plaiſters to every ſoare' 
and in the conclufion works a general cure, efteCting in a 
good meaſure, though not in abſolute perfeCtion, thoſe 
two great works of mortification and vivication in us. 

For the more accurate perkoption, and meditation of 
which great works, I prelume in all hunnlity of Soul to 
ſpeak Dialogye-wiſe unto my Saviourz and accordi 
to my weak ability, to deſcribe him anſwering, in, and | 
according to his Word. That ſo both my ſelf,and others] 


may the better underſtand, how excellently, and power] 
fully, a true faith (begotten and ſtrengthened by God's] 
Spirit) doth apprehend, and apply the, ſaving and ſpiri-| 


tual promiſes : Doth mortifie our cory s, filence all 


objettions, and' overcome. all kinde of 'temptations; by 
degrees, perfetting Alice the love and fear of 


God 
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Poor Soul, taint not, nor deſpair, thau waſt once dbag. | 
but now thou art alive, 1 bed jg nd, 
of lite in thee. A ;Trinck, or ſenceleſs Cori® perceiv 
not, nor.complains of its miſery, as thou doft. *Neith, q 
art, thou hopeleſly fick; for in thee(witneſs theſe ae _ 
there is the ſtrength of a renued nature, 'to co-ait with | - 
the work of Grace. Take thep theſe receipts out of 'my} 
Book, and a ply them 3 1 4am the true light that light | Joh. I. 9. 
every Man that cometh into the World, aid art come far Jo ho 5.26 
Judgment into this World, that they which ſee wot might "_T 
ſee ana they which Jee might be made blinde; 1 am made » Cor- 1- 3%, 
[unto thee wiſdome, and mill enlighten thy darkneſs; Yea, | pol, 18. 38. | 
if thou pt after knowledge, and lifteft up thy voice far 
underſtanding,thou ſhalt underſtand the fear of the Lord, | 
and finde the knowledge of God.: For T the Lord give| © 1. | 
wiſdome, and out of .mly Month cometh knowledge, and PIYTe 2 
underſtanding. Again, faith is the rift of  Gog.. then ! Eph. 2.8 
#k, and thou ſhalt have, ſeek. and. or fl Fete _ oF 
and the treaſury of all good and Perte BIS. be 7 Jerem.31: 35, 
pened, and beſtowed upon thee ; Even the holy Spirit \” 
whom thy Heavenly F ather will give to them his ke Loke 11. 13, 
” | Him. | IM Pf Va 
"| The voice of. my beloved ! Tþz Mouth is moſt ſwees, m__ 
yea, thou art altogether lowel The roof of thy AMavih js, Cant, 5.16, 
like the beſt Wine, that heb, down Jweetly, cauſing the 1:9 
Lips of thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeak: Bur ala 5 Lord, | 
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or..take comfort in. this cyre,. as lopg as the t Fen ing 


V2, TX. WW” Sv 


> 


OT OO 


ms = 3 
® = wr 


. 


worm of Conſcience, feeds npor my ent 111 f- itein $5 
* . = , I E a4 a5 +: x 0 | fd * , 
; bitter thing nd waking me #7-phif fs # the|1 

ys bothi-wy Judge, andAkeiles. * | - 


5 


Jerem. 31.34+ 
Eſay 1. 18, 


a. 


neſs of heart. 


-, 


I 


Job 41. 247 


4 


. | Mar, I3, IS, 


of, k that it,as 


'even th fin, and -corrup an, Yea, it is nou- 
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[Arawng he effe&t will undoubtedly ceaſe; For, 7 will for- 
give thy miquity, and" will remember thy fins no more 3 
making them, though as red as Scarlet, to be as white as 
Snow. Through my blood thou haſt redemption, even the 
Colo. 1. 14. | Forgiveneſſes of Sins. If the Bload of Bulls and Goats,and 
the Ares of an Heyfer, ſprinkling the unclean, SanTified 
|| fo the purifying of the fleſh; How much more ſhall my 
Heb. 9. 13,14.| Blood ( that through the eternal Spirit offered my ſelf 
' .'.. | without Jpot to God ) purge thy Conſcience from dead 
works © . os | 
Soul. Q my ſpiritual healer, as thy Word aſſures me of thy 
Againft bar | ablenels to cure, ſo it alſo informs me of my uncapable- 
neſs of cure. In the ficknels of the Body, ſo of the Soul, 
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Fear not my redeemed, nor be diſmaid, as though any | 
thing was impoſlible unto God, What ſeems difficult be- 
cauſe of thy nature, ſhall be made eafie through my 
grace. Thiok not wy Word (which is the word of life) 
ſhall become the ſavour of death, unto any of mine. 
Thou complainelt thar' by it, thou haſt found thy hard- 
neſs of heart, which thou ſayeſt excludes repentance, 
and conſequently pardon. O be nor deceived, here's no 
cauſe of deſpair, but of hope, and thankfulneſs : fince 
my Word hath wrought that blefled work upon thee, 
for which I ordained it. Having not only ſele&ed, but 
prepared thee for my cure. There is a reprobate and ſick 
fort of Men, I contels, Who after their hardneſs and | Rom. 25: 
impenitent Hearts, treaſure up unto themſelves wrath 
againſt the Day of wrath. Such were thoſe Jews, whole 
in{en{iblenels did ſufficiently prove their deadneſs. But | 
thy Eares are bored, to give my Word entrance. Thy 
Eyes are opened to behold therein, as in a Mirrour thy 
ſpots, aud many detects. And thy Heart 1s agil and wil- 
ling to know, and accule thy felt. Therefore thou ſhalt 
be converted, and I will heal thee. It there ſhould be 
impoſhbilittes impoſed on thee in my Covenant, how 
could I then be juſt? And (hall not the Judge of all the 
World do right ? Or if thy work ſhould either precede 
or affiſt mine, (ſhould not that a& of thine (though the 
leaſt) detraft from my free mercy, and make my grace 
no more grace ? O curled be ſuch Sathan-like pride of 
duſt and aſhes, that thus lifts up it felt againſt my om- 
pipotency, mercy, and all other my attributes ; aſpiring 
even unto my Throne of Glory. O know that thoſe 
commands proclaimed in the 0/4 Teſtament by my Pro- 
phets, were given as preparatives to the New, What I 
tequire of thee, is my due : why I require it of thee, is 
my mercy 3 that ſo running from me as a Judge, thou 
mighteſt run to me as a Saviour; Who grants both .to| - yas 1, 8, | 
Jew and Gentile repentance untolife. Which converlion, | 
fince it hath wrought it on thee; receive, and apply, 
what my mercy out of the ſame word hath extraced for! 
thee. Are thy thoughts only evil ? 7 will ſprinkle clean 
| Water #pon thee, aud thou ſhalt. be clean from all thy 
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filthineſs. Is thy Hog Stone, which cannot relent y 
I am he that turns the 

Rook in Horeb into ſtanding Water, and ihe Flint into 
a Fountein of Waters.' Yea, a new Heart alſo will 7 
give thee, and 4 new Spirit will I put within thee; and 7 
will take away thy ſtony Heart out of thy Fleſh, and 1 
will give thee a Heart of. Fleſh. And T will put my Spi- 
rit within thee, and cauſe thee to walk in my Statutes. 
For I dwell with him that is of a contrite and humble 
Spirit, to revive him, That ſo all my Enemies with 
ſhame here, and torment hereafter, may be inforced to 
confeſs, that it is 1, that worketh in thee both to will, 
and to lo, of my good pleaſure: quickning thoſe that 


were dead in ſins, and treſpaſſes. As allo that I am Lord 


Paramount over all my Creatures, Having mercy on 
whom I willghave mercy, and whom I will, I harden. | 

O my Lord, Thou art my refuge, and ſtrength, a very 
preſent help in time of trouble. How ſweet are thy words 
unto my taſte! yea, ſweeter than Honey to my Month. 
O that they were ſo tixed in my mind, and imprinted 
in my memory,that they might remain with me for ever. 
But bleſſed Saviour, this is my miſery, that though for 
the preſent, T may rejoyce withyDavid, yet for the fu- 


ture, I cannot promiſe, and fay with him, 7 will not for-|' 


get thy Word. For whereas in my Primitive nature, thou ! 
didſt indue my Soul with a ſerviceable and faithfull me-: 


mory, to be as it were, her treaſury,or magazine; from |-: 


whence, like that wiſe Houfe-holder in thy Goſpel, ſhe 
might upon all occaſions bring Jos things new and old. 
[ finde that Cyttadel battered, and polleſt by my cor- 


ruptions. Who have fore-cloſed and lodged themſelves! 


therein. So that the complaint of Jeremy 1s verified of 


me, as well as of that People, that have forgotten Thee,| 


Days without number. O- Lord,if the/Ciltern be broken, 
where ſhall the thirſty be refreſhed ? my barrenneſs wa- 
tered? what doth it avail that my Eares, as Buckets, do 
continually draw up, and are filled from thee the Foun- 
tain of life, with quickning promiſes, and ſaving dire- 


ty, and faithleſs> As the Body which wants the reten- 
| | tive 


— 


ockie Heart into a Well, as the |' 


Wm 
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TIM faculty, and vomits up its (| uſtenance, giving neither 
time of Chilefaction to the Stomach, nor of making 
blood to the Eivour, can receive little nouriſhment 3 So 
that Soul which retains not the ſpiritual Manna ( thy 
Word) in the memory, that there it might be diſgeſted 
by Meditation, and converted into prafice, can never 
thrive in holineſs, and live ſpiritually. It may be for the 
preſent, I may ſay of thy Word, as Shimez of Solomon's, 
Thy ſaying is good, When as ſoon after, it will be for- 
gotten, and without thy mercy prove to me, as that to 
him, death and bitterneſs in the end. Further, this holy 
retention 1s not only of excellent and neceffary uſe in 
thine, but alſo highly By thee commended, required, 
and commanded. Thine own Mouth pronouncing Him 
to be rather bleſſed, that bears thee in his heart, than her 
that bore thee in her Wombe; a ſpiritual enjoying, be- 
ing far above a corporal. Yea,for this cauſe, and to help 
this dangerous defect, didſt thou ingrave thy Law #por 
Tables, and commanded it to be written por: the moſt 
perſpicuons places of the Houſe. And in the glorious and 
holy Decalogue it ſelf, thou didſt place a Afemerto, in 


cauſe (ſaith he ) my People have forgotten me, they have 
burnt Incenſe unto vanity. Laſtly, which adds to, and 
moſt aggravates this my languor; wicked Men are in 


out God in the World, and not to have thee in all their 
ways, to caſt thy Laws behind them, and to forget thee, 
as I have done. O Lord, fince I have loſt this precious 
gift in the firſt Adam, let me receive it again 1n thee, 
the ſecond, that my Soul being adorned with holy im- 
preflions, may become the Temple of thee my Saviour. 
Strengthea thy ſelf in Me, O dejefted Soul, and in 
theſe thy wants, Look unto me, who works in thee both 
the will and the deed of my good' pleaſure, and will my 
ſelf alſo freely give thee all things. As I am not ignorant 


I Kings 2+ 38, 


Luke 11. 28. 


the midſt, and as 1t were in the front theteof. Further, : 
thy holy Spirit in the Prophet doth brand, and note this | 
rivation, as the root and cauſe of all Rebellions; Be-' 


thy Word thus deſcribed and painted put. To be with-* 


'"Deur, 6.8,9. 


Exod, 20. 8, 


jerem, i8. 15, 


Eph. 2. 12. 


| Pfal. $o. 17. 
' Job 8. 13» 


Chriſt. 
Phul. 2. 13+ 


Rom, V. 32» 


of thy defetts, ſo I am not to ſeek of thy cure. I know, 
there is a double forgetfalneſs in corrupted nature, the 
| R 2 one 


% 
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one of thy ſins, to repent, the other of my Word and 
Laws to practice. But know thou this alfo,that although 
for a time my Elect may forget me, yet they ſhall never 
be forgotten of me. Can a Woman forget her ſucking 
Child, that ſhe ſhould not have — on the Son of 
her Wombe yea, they may forget, yet will T not forget 
thee; for IT will remember my Covenant with thee, and 
will eſtabliſh unto thee an everlaſting Covenant, And 
(becanſe TI will do thus) thou ſhalt alſo remember thy ways 
and be afhamed,and thou ſhalt loath thy ſelf, in thy own 
ſight, for all the evil which thou haſt committed* And as 
tor the other detect,be aflured,thart the C oepforter which 
| # the Holy Ghoſt, whom my Father will ſend in my name, 
he ſhall teach thee all things, and bring all things into 
thy remembrance,whatſoever T have ſaid unto thee. For, 
This #s the Covenant that I will make with thee, 7 will 
put my Law into thy inward parts, and write it in thy 
Jerem. 31.33-| Heart, and will bs thy God, and thou ſhalt be my Ser- 
vant. | 

O my Lord,I can never ſufficiently admire thy power, 
| Souls Com- | thy free Love, and the healing vertue of thy ſacred and 
| 


| plaine againſt refreſhing word 3 But what 1weetneſs, or relief, what 


Ezek. 20. 43» | 


John 14. 26. 


| hope of remedy, and recovery, can my diſeaſed Soul 
| receive from it, that wants a will to receive, or apply| 
| thy comfortable Plaiſters unto my feſtred ſores? Can 
| the knowledge and fight of Meat feed the hungry > Can 
' the beholding of riches ſatishe the needy ? or the Phyſj- 
cians Medicament cure without application ? No Lord, 
they cannot, How then can thy Holy Word work upon 
me any gracious effefs, that have a wretched will, res 
frattory to hearing, reading, meditation, or any good uſe 
thereof? If the mind and underſtanding be evil, the will, 
which is their ſervant, and agent, muſt needs be to alſo, 
And if it hath its work in all evil adions, it muſt not 
be left out (nay cannot be idle or wanting) in thoſe that 
are good. But my will is continually oppoſite to thine, | 
which is the rule of equity and7juſtice,and therefore cans|. 
not work the works of God. | 
Chriſt. It is true,thou canſt not. For as I ſaid before, 7 work 
Phil. 2.13. | iz thee both to will and to do. But becauſe thou canlt] 
not, þ 


not, wilt thou limit my-power alſo? Cannot I that at firſt 
gave thee a will, now at the laſf give thee a good will ? 
Is it not as eafie for me, to bend, move, and change thy 


nilling will into a willing one, as to enlighten and quick- 
en the other dead facufities of thy Soul 2. Or, is my free 
grace and love,lefs benevolent unto it, than unto the reſt? 


er, to be primarily and voluntarily aſſiſtant in this work. 
For of my own will T beget my Children, that thoſe that 
glory may glory in the Lord; humbly confeffing, that z# 
i not of hint that willeth, nor of him that ranneth, but of 
God that ſheweth mercy. 

Mercitull Saviour, I know thou canſt cure dangerous, 


yea deſperate diſeaſes. But Lord, I fear that I am too 
far gone, that I have loſt and. let flip my opportunity, 
and time of grace, even that Day wherein thou wile 
ſpeak, and be ſpoken to. So that now I may jutly 


| expect, that thou wilt ſwear in thy wrath, that I (hall not 


4 


enter into thy reſt. And that this my fear may not ſeem 
groundleſs, be thou pleaſed to feel the-Pulſes of my cor- 
rapted Soul; and thou ſhalt finde that they beat not at 
all z or if they do, their motion is either exorbitant, or 
full of intermiflions. Is it not thy command, that 7 
ſhould love thee, love my God with all my heart, with all 
my ſoul, with all my minde? For thon wilt love them 
that love thee, Is it not negative alſo thus, Love rot the 
World, neither the things that are in the World; For if 
thou loveſt the World, the love of the Father is not in 
thee. What then Lord will become of me, who have lo- 


| of thy month. 


ved darkneſs rather than light, and have been a lover of 
pleaſures more than a lover of thee, 'my God ? *Further; 
if at any time I be in love, or raviſht with thee, as be- 
holding that excellent beauty, which ſtreams forth from 
all thy glorious attributes, eſpecially 'thy mercy, how 
weak, and of what ſhort continuance are theſe flaſhes > 
being like lightning, which gone,miake'bur the —_ 
darker. So that in their fo long abſence, [have:jult. cauſe 
to-fear their return; doubting left 'thbu wilt fay of me, 
as once of the Laodicenrs,that becauſe 7 am merther hot, 
nor cold, but Inke-warm, thou wilt therefore ſpHermi ont 
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No ſurely. It is not for my honour, nor is it in thy pow-|. 


= Again, | 


James 1. 18. 
I Cor. 1.3L. 
Rom: 9. 16, 
Souls com- 


plaint againſt * 
her affettions, 


Againſt Love, 


Mat. 52. 37 
Devr.11.1,13. 


Prov. 8. 17. 
1 John 2. 15, 
ohn 3. 16. 
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2 Tim. 3. 4. 
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Again, doth not thy. Kingdome within us, confilt 1n 
righteouſneſs, in peace,® and in joy of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
which kinde of joy, for the excellency thereot, thou call- 
eſt thine; as alſ6 becauſe of its proceſſion from thee, 
and from thy ſpirit z it being that unparallePd, and un- 
conceivable mirth which admits no mixture of ſorrow, 
no higher pitch of ſolace. This, this was it which ſo ra- 
viſhe thy holy ones, making them breath. forth ſeraphi- 
Habac. 3.18, | cally with Habakkak, I will rejoyee in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my Salvation ;, with the Spouſe we will 
Gant. 1- 4+ [be glad and rejoyce in theez with David, in thy preſence 
Pal, 16. 11. | #* fulneſs of joy; and with Peter, we rejoyce with jo 
unſpeakable and gloriowm. Now O Lord, in what ranc 
ſhall I place my ſelf, who being carna), and ſold under 
lin, ſavours not the things that be of God, but thoſe that, 
be of Men; nat rejoycing in thee, but in my own vain | 
and fintull imaginations; proudly boaſting and rejoyce.. 
ing with thoſe reprehended by the Apoſtle, iz thoſe few 
gifts thou haſt indued me with + as though I had not re-, 
ceived them £ Further, as thine have many objects of ho- 
ly joy within them,ſo have they many alſo without them 
David preferred Jeruſalem above his chiefeſt joy. And 
the ſpiritual proſperity and welfare of the Church, was 
St. Paul's bope, joy» glory, and Crown of rejoycing. But 
-|{uch O Lord, 1s the natural depravation of my affeci- 
ons, that inſtead of wiſhing well unto Sion, I am 'ready 
Cdid not thy grace reſtrain me) to perſecute thee with 
Paul in thy members,and to cry with thoſe wicked, con- 
Pal, 137.7. | cerning thy Jernſalem, Raſe it, raſe even to the Foun- 

dation thereof : rejoycing on the contrary part with thoſe 


, 


| 


Pal. 137. 6. 


x Thef.2.19. 


reproved by Job, and the Apoſtle, who make Gold their 
hope, and whoſe God 3s their Belly;' hungring, and thirſt. 
ing after momentary honours, like Balaam, and Haman; 
Phil 3. 19. | gaking the Timbrel, and the Harp, and rejoycing at the 
Job 21. 12, | ſound of the Organ. Laſtly, as within, and withour, fo 
alſo above themſelves, they have their objects of joy 3[ 
even thy glory. What elſe made that royal Prophet fo 
-piouſly nimble? and fo chearfull and publick'a dancer 

efore'thy Ark ? what cauſed the Songs of Xoſer, Aty-| 
riam, and Deborah? yea, what occaſioned theſe joyfyll 

expreſh- 


Job 3x. 24. 
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expreſiions of thy blefied Mother, of Simeon, Zachary, 
and Anna f together with thoſe two tranſcendent and 
affeCtionate wilhes of St. Paxl, and Moſes e I ſay what, 
but the joy full magnifying of thy glory, in vouchſateing 
thy preſence, 1n deſtroying thy enemies, in fulfilling thy 
promiles, and in the Salvation and Converſion of thy 
People? But in me Lord, inſtead of this lightſomeneſs, 
in ſeeking 6t thy glory, there is naturally the ſinfull po- 
pularity of Abſolozr; yea, the hypocritical zeal of Jehx ; 
the vain-glorious formality of Aagzs; and the ſelf-ſeck- 
ing pride of Herod. So that (conſidering theſe wants, 
and diſorders in my affeftions_) no wonder if I diſtruſt 
my ſelf, and cry out to thee, with the Publican, Lord 
have mercy upon me a finner. 

Poor Soul, let not theſe fears, and doubts, diſcou- 
rage thee, they make thy ſtate the better, not the worle. 
[gnorance of want,is the more dangerous, when ſtomach- 
leſs and ſilent; as being thereby diſabled both to ask, 
and to receive relief. Thy many complaints of defetts, 
are the true effects of thoſe graces thou defireſt. Neither 
canſt thou mourn, becauſe of no afte&tion, without ſome 
affetion. But to anſwer all thy objeQions 3: weart thou 
emptineſs it ſelf, am not I he that made Heaven and 
Earth of nothing? Do I fill all things with. my Eſſence, 
and cannot I fill thee with my grace? Can I be love it 
ſelf, ( for God is love, ) and not be both willing aad 
able to impart ſome rayes thereof to thee my Creature? 
The fruits of my Spirit 1s /ove:and joy, which Spirit I 
give unto all that are mine. What though the Chaos of 
thy corrupted nature, yields no ſuch fruits z The Para- 
diſe of God, in which thou art replanted, doth as being 
watered with thoſe Rivers of love, which flow from me, 
the Fountain. Thou therefore loving we, becaxſe.T haved 
thee firſt : as I am the only caxſe of thy, love (for 11 
ved thee freely) 
abide in my love; yea, I will continye.to love: thee :- for 
whom I love, T love unto the end. Wherefore fear thou 
not_the Eclipſes thereof. Natural Men do not mare cer- 
tainly expe the one, than a}l my Saints the other} As 
their Sun 1s not extidtt, no. more is thine: I thus ordain- 


| 


ſo I am the continuer, For, thou ſhalt | } 
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| my promiſes, -Arke ant yee ſpall receive, that your joy. 


; | ſortow' and ſighing fhall flie away. 


Divine Meditations on" Faith. | 
ing it, that in'my abſence, thou mighteſt have a longing 
for my' preſence, and in my preſence mighteſt lovingly 
fear-my abſence; theſe intermiſhons preceding the 1n- 
creaſe,not the dimuniſhment of affection. And fince thou 
canſt cry with David, Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſal- 
oation los not, but rn ſhalt alſo cooks Bring 
that »#y anger endureth but a moment, weeping may en-| 
dure for a Night, but joy cometh in the Morning. 

Again, whereas' thou objeCeſt, and bewaileſt,the want 
of the true ſpiritual mirth; Be nor diſcouraged, for this 
| thy humble craving,argues that thou art free from pride, 

and ſelf-conceitedneſs, which uſually ſo ſwells the hearts 
of natural Men, that no place is left for grace. Further, 
it aſſures thee of a preſent poſſeſſion, for thou could'(t 
never have heartily longed for that, which. thou never 
taſted; nor have hated this falſe joy,hadſt not thou had} 
ome experience of the true. Laſtly,thou haſt an intereſt 
in my promiſe; for I fill the hungry with good things, 
As I am always filling, ſo my ſervants are always hun- 
gry. A good Archer is not by thee condemned for ſome. 
times miſſing his Mark; neither _will I reject thee for 
ſome: miſcarriage, ſince thy affeftions are bent towards 
me, and thy conſtant aime is my glory. | 

To conclude, Longeſt, thou for the joys of Habakkuk, 
David, and the reſt of my Saints 2 continually petition 
me to be indned 'with the ſame Holy Spirit, which my 
Father will give to them that aske him; and to ſupport 
thee in thy Prayers? Remember, and rely upon theſe 


may be full. For, I am ſent to comfort all that mourn, to 
give unto them beanty for aſhes,the oyle of joy for monrn- 
ing. The'ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and tome to 
Zion with Songs, and everlaſting joy, and gladneſs, and 


..'Lord, Kiſs we with the kiſſes of thy Mouth, for thy 
tove: better than Wine. Bat O diſealed” Creatore that 
I ain,whar' ſhall T'do? or-what will become of me?” The 
| uncovering of 'one=malady diſcovers more z and my in-| 

firmities,' Uke*the<Oyl in the Widdows Cruſe,” multi- 
| plies upon me * 'So/that in me is verified;\the — 

Ja: nag? % 
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( neither is there any reſt 
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of thy Prophet, The whole Head 5s ſich, and the whole 
Heart faint, from the ſole of the foot,even unto the bead: 
there is no ſoundneſs in it, but wounds; brulſes, ang P : 
of love, 
I 


trified ſores. I had no ſfoonet bewailed*my want 
but my miſgoverned hatred torments nie. - No'fooner 
accuſed my ſelf for worldly and exorbitant mirth 3 but 
carnal ſorrow and ſervile fear overwhelms me, Whereas 
thoſe that love thee, hate evil; yea, every falſe way, with 
the workers thereof, and that with a perfe® hatred. My 
curſed nature, with the fool, hates knowledge. Yea, and 
him that rebnkes, being like to thoſe wicked 7ſraelites, 
the Prophet Micah ſpeaks of. That hate the good, and 
love the evil, Whereas I ſhould be humbled, and peni- 
tently chatter, thus with David, I am troubled, T am 
bowed down greatly, I go mourning all the day long, 
in my Bones, becauſe of my ſin. 
| And alſo be ſo much affefted for thy glory,as to cry ont, 
yea to die with Phineas bis Wife, becauſe the Ark of God 
74 taken. Or be able to ſay,that Rivers of Waters have 
run down my Eyes, becauſe Men keep not thy Laws? 
My carnal and finful diſpoſition is ready to make me 
mourn,and hang down the head with Harman to be fick 
and heavy with Ahab; yea,to grieve and die with Nabal, 
and Achitophel,for being croſſed in momentary honours, 
in covetous deſires in my eſtate, or any other my deligns. 
And whereas the filial fear of God ſhould be continu- 
ally in my heart, and before my eyes, ( for, Happy i the 
Man that feareth always) following herein the bleſſed 
example of holy David, whoſe daily Song was, Fear the 
Lord all yee hjs Saints 3.0f pious Joſhnab, whoſe tender 
Heart feared, and trembled at the words of the Law; 
and ot Religious Nehemiah, who was zealous for the 
Commandements of the Lord. I have, with thoſe Col- 
lonies of ſtrangers planted in the City of Semaria, Fear- 
ed the Lord, and ſerved my Gods, that is, My pleaſures 
and vain luſts. Or if at any time I have dreaded thee, 
or been humbled, it hath been either whilſt-thy Judg- 
ments have been threatned with the numerous Ninivites; 
or, when they have l2yn ;ſore upon me, with the Phili- 
ſtines 3, or, until they were removed with wicked = 
Z 7408. 
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ſtead of provoking my diſpleaſure, move me unto pity, 


fident then, that my love is alſo able to ſwallow up thy 


— 
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raoh. Thus (dear Saviour) do all-my attections degene- | 
rate, and erre from that end for which thou haſt plac'd 
them in my Soul. O thou which by. thy omniporency 
didfh convert Water into Wine; work the like miracle 
in me alſo. So changing me in quality, reliſh, and. uſe, 
that 1 may. both now, and hereafter, be thought worthy 
to be admitted unto thy Table, O ſpiritual Bride- 
groom. -- - | 

Raiſe up thy dejefted Spirits, and diſconſolate Soul. 
For ſuch is the goodneſs of my nature, and the infinite- 
neſs of my mercy, that theſe thy grievous maladies, in- 


and convert my juſtice- into compaſſion. I am the Phy- 
fician of the Sov], and come to heal, ot the mhole, but 
the _ I am he that grants Reſurrection to the Dead 
in Sin, as welh as to the dead for fin. And am as able 
to give, Manafſeth newnels of life,as Lazarxs a new life. 
Therefore be not faithleſs, but believe. 1 hou complain- 
eſt to me of an evil and degenerated hatred, that js 
ready upon all occafions to take up armes againſt God, 
Good-men, and goodneſs. Indeed this is dangerous, but 
not incurable. Was not my Servant Pax! a cruel Perſe- 
cuter before a zealous Martyr? yea, and thouſands of| 
the Jews, my Murderers, betore my Converts? Be con- 


hatred, and to perfect this grace of love in thy life, 
which it hath begun in thy deſires. Further, whereas thou 
art troubled and moleſted with the frequent inundati. 
ons of carnal, and worldly ſorrows; Know that the rea- 
ſon therof is the want of depth or ſcowring of the lower 
'water-courſe, even that Channel of thy Repentance, | 
which is as it were the drayn of this filthy Lake, and 
muddy affeftion. To the performance of which duty, | 
that thou maiſt be enabled, and afſured, Know it is I 
that gives Repentence unto life, not willing the death of| 
4 ſinner, but rather that he ſhould repent and live. | 

Laſtly, Let not thy former {laviſh fear diſcourage 
thee; fince all things(even theſe thy corruptions)through 
my mercy ſhall #k. together for- thy good. My Law 


having by theſe texrors prepared thee tor my Goſpel, 
which; 
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which, ſeeing by my grace, thou haſt received, be aflu. 
red, that that perfeF love which it produces, caſteth out 
fear, and will tree thee from all ſuch baſe affrightments ; 
poſleſiing thee of that legitimate fear, which flows from 
duty, and adoption. In turther aſſurance of which, re- 
ceive, and apply this my promiſe ; They ( namely thee, 
and all my faithfull ) ſhall be my People, and I will be 
their God, and 7 will give them one Heart,and one Way, 
that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, 
and their Childrens childre 

O thou my ſpiritual fÞ, / what ſhall I render unto 
thee, for this thy great cure wrought upon my Soul ? 
for this thy miraculous cleanſing of my finfull Leprofie ? 
Are the Talents of Ophir, the trait of my Body, of my 
ground, or of my Flocks, a fit Sacrifice for thee? No, 
1hine 3s the Earth, and the fulneſs thereofyy 1 will there- 
fore imitate that religious Proſelite, alibes, and give 
Glory to the Lord God of Tſrael, I will offer unto thee 
thanks-giving, and pay my vows unto thee, O moſt High. 
Yea, my underſtanding which thou haſt enlightned, my 
minde which thou haſt inſtruted, my conſcience, which 
thou haſt pactthed, my memory which thou haſt ſtrength. 
ened, my affe&tions which thou haſt ordered; and my 
ſtony heart which thou haſt mollified, and a/l thirgs 
elſe that are within me, ſhall bleſs thy Holy Name. Yea, 
[ will invert the ſpeech of thy Servant David, and ſay 
who am I, and what is my poor Soul, that I ſhould be 
able to offer unto thee thus willingly ?' and after this ſort 
(Lord I confeſs) all things come of thee, and of thine 
own have I > gr unto thee, wherefore let what's mine 
of grace, and thine of merit, be thy only glory. And 
now fince I have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord 
which am but duſt and aſhes, Let #0t the Lord be angry, 
and 1 will ſpeak yet again. Thou haſt been pleaſed to 
give unto me light, .in darkneſs, .and to make known 
unto me thy great Salvationz Thou haft filled me with 
thy goodneſs, and mercy, and laid up in my- heart the 
inkoſte treaſure of thy promiſes; But what avails all this 
(Lord) when as the Thief (Sathan) may break through 
and ſteal, the Moth ( my in-bred corruptions:) may & 
| Z 2 your 
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Divine Meditations on F aith. 


The Souls com- 
plaint of ber 
ſences , tongue 
and members 
of her body. 


Fe 
Pal. 25, 28. 
Pfal. $1. 14. 
Pſal. ro. 7. 
Plal. 12. 3. 
Plal. s. 9. 
Pſal.-5o. 19. 
James,3. 6. 


Luke 11. 24. 


vour and conſume theſe my ſpiritual richesz there be- 
ing no defence nor power in me to reſiſt. For thoſe 
Cinque ports, and Windows of my Soul, my ſences, 
ſtand wide open, not only admitting, -but inviting my 
cruel Enemies to enter. Yea, _ Member of my bo- 
dy is not only affiſtant,to my adverſaries, Sin,the World, 
and the Devil; but alſo takes up armes againſt me, and 
ſeeks my deſtruction. My eyes, which from outward ob- 
jets (even thy beautifull works) ſhould be inſtruments 
of begetting admiration, praiſe and worſhip to thee in 
| my heart,are full of vanity, luſt, and adultery. My eares 
which ſhould only be open to thy Word,are thereto deaf, 
and receptacles, of oaths, blaſphemies, lies, {landers, and 
all obſcenity. And thoſe other ſences of taſting, ſmel- 
ling, touching, which thou haſt given to be helps in 
piety, and thankſgiving, through the more ample fruiti. 
on of thy Creatures, are become the fattors of pride, 
covetouſneſs, and ——_ Further, my Tongue, which 

ould ſpeak of thy praiſe all the day long, and ſing a- 
Rr & righteouſneſs, hath miſchief under þ By 
ſpeaketh one things. Is full of flattery, and frames de- 
ceit. And is fraught with zaughtineſs, and lying, Yea, 
it -is a Fire, a World of iniquity, ſetting on Fire the 
conrſe of nature, and js jet on Fire of Hell, So that, 
that Member which was once #27 glory,is now wy ſhame. 

Laſtly, my hands and feet which ought to be Barna- 
baſſes, and - Barjonaſſes, Brethren, and Sons of conſola- 


my poor Brethren, are rather like Simeo» and Lewy, 
Brethren in cruelty, full of iniquity, and ready to ſhed 
blood. Se that O Lord, having ſo many wide breaches 
in this Bulwark of my Soul, through which mine Ene. 
mies continually enter, how can I with quiet, and com. 
fort of heart, reliſh, and feed upon thy promiſes, obey 
thy Commandements, and ceaſe to grieve thy holy: ſpi- 
rit? May I not juſtly fear the miſerable lott of that 


| clean Spirit which was gone out, returned, bringing with 
him ſeven other Spirits worſe than himſelf; So that the 
laſt eſtate of that Man was worſe than the begintins 2 

here 
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tion, in reſpe& of righteouſneſs, and charity, towards 
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wretched back-{lider in thy Goſpel, into whom the un. | 
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Divine Meditations on Þ aith. 
Wherefore, ſweet Jeſus! fince = Body as well as thy 
Soul ſuffered for me, let thy Conſolation, Santtification, 


EEE 


| |Salvation. But to whom 7 grant ſpiritual: life, ' (as:unto 


and Salvation be extended to both in me alſo, that be- 
ing not particularly, but wholly thine, and at one in my 
ſelf, and with thee, I may wholly and only praiſe-and 
ſerve thee. | 

That fin hath miſerably metamorphoſed. thy Body, 
and ſhametully deformed, miſlead, and corrupted .thy 
Members,is true, (O my well-beloved:) And no marvail ; 
For thou waſt ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin dit thy Mo- 
ther conceive thee. And, Who tan bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean © Not one. Yet be not thou diſcouraged, 
nor diſmaid, for though thou art a Naamar, I will be thy 
Eliſha. Yea,to ſave ſuch ſinners am I come. What though 
thou beeſt even white over with Sins Leproſie, .I am thy 
High Prieſt to heal thee, and pronounce thee clean.' Have 
[| cured thy Sou], doubt not the cure of thy Body, fince / 
all my works are perfect. And if I gave freely, and nn- 
askr, forgiveneſs of ſins, together with health of Body 
to many, whilſt I walke upon Earth, ſhall I not. much 
more give thee ſpiritually both alſo? When-as I:rais'd 
up Lazarxs, I could have left his Soul, ſtill ſpiritually 
dead; for I give many health of Body,.to: whom. I deny 


thee) 7 beſtow all leſſer things,as included 1n the.greater. 
So that having ſaid unto thee, as once: unto the Cripple; 
Thy Sins are forgiven thee, thou maiſt be confident that 


8 | 


thou art healed of thy ſpiritual lameneſ}, (txengthened 
to arife from thy couch of Sin, and enabled tawwalk in 
the ways of godlineſs, towards thy heavenly home 3 as 
having the [mage of holineſs imparted:uponalt thy mtm- 
bers, and the marrow thereof running: thiobghout: all thy 
bones : The Trees root being uickened,the- Body there- 
of muſt needs flouriſh: An ay Soul being ſariftifed, | 
all the parts of thy outward Man- mult needs wax. | 
in an holy converſation, and bring forth. frujts anio vigh? 
teouſneſs.” 4s a'Fountain at the ſame (place cannot ſend 
forth ſweet Wajer and bitter, no more canthe memb 
and conſequently the actions, which as ſtreams proceed 


_ x regenerate-Soul, be polluted, and! impure. Not- 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


withiltanding what hath been 1aiv, thar' thou mailt be; 
firmly eſtabliſhed, and aſſured of this truth, receive, ap-| 
ply, and lay up theſe my gracious and particular pro- 
miles. | | 
Have thine Eyes been full of Sin, vanity and Idcla- 
try ? thou ſhalt now look to thy Maker, and thine Eyes 
ſhall have reſpe&® nnto the holy one of Iſrael. Art thou 
ſpiritually blinde, and canſt make no good uſe of out- 
ward objeAs? I will anoint thy Eyes with Ege ſalve,that 
thon mayſt ſee my goodneſs. Are thine Eares cloſed up 
to my Word ? Now ſhall the Deaf hear the words of my 
Book, and the Eyes of the blinde ſhall fee ont of obſcu- 
rity, and darkneſs. Yea, thine Eares fball bear 4 Word 
bebind thee, ſaying, This is the way, walk thou in it, 
when thou turneſt to the right hand, or to the left. Fur-| 
ther, have thy Noſtrils been inlets, and entertainers of | 
vanity 2 Exhautaſting the ſweet of my Creatures for the; 
ſerving of finfull pride, and voluptuouſneſs? Hencetorth | 
thou ſhalt make them ſerviceable to thy Soul, not th 
ſence only, but thy minde alſo, being by them delight- 
fully recreated; imitating herein my beloved Spouſe in 
the Canticles, Who from the natural perfumes of Spices, | 
end ſweet Flowers, and the diſtilling ſweetneſs of fra* 
grant Lillies, doth affetionately meditate of, and ſer 
torth the excellencies of my Word, and Ordinances,and 
the mellifluouſneſs of my promiſes and inſtructions. Yea, 
thou'thy ſelf alſo ſhalt be ſweet unto me in thy obedi- 
ence, and'good works, which are ar odour of a ſweet 
ſmell, a Sacrifice acceptable, and well-pleaſing unto 
God. 
| Next, thou complaineſt that thy Pallate, is naturally 
the Cook, and faftor of Epicuriſme, Drunkenneſs, and| 
Gluttonys be of good chear, for thou ſhalt now experi-| 
mentally confeſs, That Mar lives not by Bread only, bus|' 
by every Word that proceedeth out of the Month of God. 
Neither ſhaly thou labowr ary more for the Meat which 
periſbeth, but for that Meat which endureth unto everla: 
ſting life, which 1 the Son of Man wilhigive\wnto thee; 
for my Fleſh is meat indeed, and my Blood is drink in-\' 
deed. But in this ſpiritual nouriſhment, remember, that 
{4 
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pretiows and ſweet 


Devine Meditations on Faith. 
it is the Spirit that quickeneth,the Fleſh profiteth nothing. 
Haſt thou formerly pleaſed and glutted thy ſelf with 
dainties, even to my diſhonour, _— abuſe of my 
Creatures, Thow ſhalt now hunger a thirſt after righ- 
teonſneſs, and be both bleſſed, and filled + For I am the 
Bread of Life, he that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, 
and he that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt. Yea, thon 
(halt be able to make a ſpiritual, as well as a natural uſe 
of my Creatures, chearfully, and taſtingly, ſaying with 
my Elpouſed Church, that in reſpe& of my delightfull, 
and a!l-ſurpaſiing graces, I am as the Apple Tree among j 
the Trees of the Wood, and that my Fruit is ſweet unto 
thy taſte. And with my Servant David, «that my word: 
and judgments are ſweeter than the Hony, and the Hony 
Combe. | 
Further, hath thy Touch been a ſnare unto thee? and | 
adminiſtred ftuell to thy corruption? Have thy Hands and ' 
Feet been {low in my ways, but ſwift to commit iniqui- 
ty2 Hath thy Tongue been filent in my praiſes, and a. 
ready Advocarte, and Pleader for Sin ? Know, my com- 
mand is gone forth, and my gracious Decree is now ef- 
ficatious, to ftrengthen the meak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees, to make the lame Alan leap as an Hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb to Sing, and ſay, Praiſe the Lord, 
call upon his Name, declare his doings amongſt the Peo- 
ple, make mention that his Name is exalted. Now (all 
thy hands with my Spouſe in the Canticles, drop with the 
ſwelling Myrrh of holy and fervent 
endeavours; ſhaking off their former finfull ſloath, and 
drowſineſs. Now ſhall all thoſe Members which thou haſt 
heretofore yielded as Servants to uncleanneſſe, and to 
iniquity, be Servants t9 ri breoufueſ; unto holineſs. For, 
whilſt thou weart in the ficth, The motions of Sin, which 
were by the Law, did work in thy | to' brin 
forth fruit unto Death; But now thou art delivered from 
the Law, that. being dead wherein thou weart bholdev, 
that thou ſhouldeſs ſerve me'in newneſ' of Spirit, and not 
in the oldneſs af the Letter, as being a ber of my 
Body, of my Fleſh, and of my Bones. ©» Laſtly; Art'thou 
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and a Bride. adorneth ber ſelf with Jomgls. Therefore 
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thou haſt covered me with the Robe -/ \Righteoon fmeſs : 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. | 
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Mirrour, yea, the effect of thy. Souls wants? Know that 
thou (in the loynes of thy firſt Parents) weart not more 
willing to loſe and caſt off that robe of righteouſneſs, 
than I am to reſide, and give thee a better, AsT then 
cloath'd thy naked Body, fo I will now cloath thy na- 
ked Soul. Haſt thou been a Prodigal? behold thy Hea- 
venly Father ( for my ſake ) doth embrace thee, in the 
armes of his mercy, and covers thee with the beſt robe of 
my righteouſneſs. Haſt thou been a vagrant, and wan-| 
derer i» the High-ways of im, and by-paths of iniquity, | 
an Alien to the Commyn-wealth of England ? Loe now| 


thou art an invited Gueſt unto my Heavenly Pallace, | 


Eternal Feaſt, and endlefs Nuptials, being arrayed with 
the. Wedding, and glorious Garment of my Immaculate| 
Holinels. Theſe are thoſe Garments, whoſe ſmell js like 
the ſmell of Lebanon, and whoſe ſent is Myrrh, Aloes, | 
and Caſſia. Whole excelling ſweetneſs doth overcome| 
the ſtench of thy fins; perfumes thy beſt ations, and} 
makeſt thee an acceptable Sacrifice to God, Yea, it 
makes thy Body like Moſes, and Stephen's face, glorious 
upon Earth. 4 


Is it not I that gives beautifull Garments to Sion, and 


that cloath her Prieſts with Salvation © That councel 
Men to buy of k' ":=xPpk Rayments, that they may be 
cloathed, and that the ſhame of their nakedneſs do not 
_— # That have promiſed to Him that overcometh, 
T 


e ſame ſhall be cloathed with white Rayment, That 


appoint unto them that mourn in Sion, to givemnto them | 


beauty for afhes, the oyh of joy for mourning, the Gar-, 
ment of praiſe for the Spirit of heavineſs. Wherefore 
O my redeemed, be thou no longer ſolicitous and doubt. 
full of thy bleſſed eſtate, ozly believe,and thou ſhalt ſee| 
the Salvation and glory of God. | 

O Lord thou baſt opened my Lips,therefore my Mouth; 
ſhall ſhew-forth thy praiſe. I will greatly rejoyce in' thee| 
O Lord; my Soul ſhall be joyfull in thee my Gods; for 
thou baſt- cloathed me with the Garments 'of Siubvation, 


Even 144.4 Bridegroom decketh himſe i. with Ornaments, 
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|ot' oar-Saviour, as'alſo how graciouſly, arid- comfortably, 


 mach»civil reverence, wich-what divine worſhi 


to look6ihto; yea; with which their ſublime undetftand- 


Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


F 


as thou: haſt freely e tha 
to: enjoy all to thy plory. ''To whiech-end;/ affiſt me'with 
thy grace, that thele Eyes *which rhou'haſt enlightened; 
may- always deyoutly behold,” and/adinire  thy+ works: 
T hat theſe Eares' which" thou" haſt "opened; 'may be for 
ever datifully attentive to rhy 'words; And that theſe 'o- 
ther fences which'thou haſt rightly diſpoſed, and order- 
ed, may continually obey thy'will, and*exalt thy praiſe? 
Yea, theſe my wealehands which thou haſt lifted 'op,my 
feeble-knees which thou haſt ſtrengthned, my ſhifin 
feet which thou haſt kept from falling, ſhall readily ob- 
ſerve thy precepts,and run in the way' of 'thy Colnmand- 
ments, becauſe thou haſt enlarged my heart. Finally, 
Not unto ws Lord, 'not unto #5, but unto thy 'Name give 
glory." For of thee, throneh thee, and'to thery ave all 
things, t6 whov# be glory for ever, and ever, Ameni'' 

I have here Dialovucaviſe' for the''more profitable 
and: particular handling of things) briefly and 'platnly 
ſhewed, how many rare and- precious gens are treaſured 
up/ in'this Ark of the Covenant,” the Prophetical 'office 


they-are offered to, and 'received- by- the hand-of fuith, 
to the benefir, and Jubile, of every true Believer. ''-! --- 

[t remains now;-that according !to my former method; 
my Meditations paſs on unto the laſt*@bje& and foun- 
dation of: faith, the Kingly office of our Saviour -which 
is as it were the tegment, and complearment,of our ſal- 
vation;” For we-/are therefore reconciled; and jultified 
by our Prieſt, taught, and fanftified by our Prophee;that 
we-may obey, -and be proreted, and*goberned, tn this 


the hte to-come; LD”; , 
If--Men -entef: the preſence of Eanthly. Princes with 


e worſhip, bonoat, 
adoration, and-admiration, O my Soul,” left thou 
toenter the preſence of the King of Kingsz and' medi 
rate-apon his wohderfull atts, .and office This is one of 
thofe: glorious myſteries, which the'- Holy Angels deſire 


% 


piven me all, ſo I defire thankfully 
O 


4 


life, by our King, and-be for ever glorified with him in| 
| | "of iti” 


Plal. 105. 1. 


| 


Kingly Office, 


ings are, and ſhall be for ever delighted,” bufied, and'ra- 
| , B b viſhed. | 
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vithed. How fervent then, 4hpuld thy, thoughts! be, yea, 
in;hamility how, earneſtly ſouldſt thou like Jacob, firive 
with God by Prayer, to give. thee this bleſſing alſo;, that 
with the Eye: of thy faith ;(together with thoſe blefſed 
ſpirits). thou mailt. prie'into. yhis Supream, and iperfett 
Monarchy of the'Prince of -peace and righteouſneſs, - 
 A-Kipg is the,defire of moſt Nations'z yea, thoſe Bar- 
barjans which ate" ignorant,of all other. xules of life, and 
civility, do notwithltanding acknowledge ; the Maxime 
of. a, Soveraignty, and (as, bound; by. a,/Canngn;Law. of 
nature.) do willingly ſubje&t their Necks to this.,Yoak, 
Is rule. and dominion - then neceſlary.? ,{o- delirable, and 
| rofitable in ciyil ſocieties? So much conducing to:the 
ouriſhing of a Common- wealth? Surely it 1s much. more} 
| requizable, and; beneficial: for the well-governing, and 
flouriſhing . of -the Church.. In which ag in.a Kingdome, 
there isa mixture-of good, | and bad; Enemiecs.xyithin, 
and without 5 and thoſg, the moſt powerfull, pernicipus, | 
and malitious. of all others. As alſo many. Laws. te be 
obſerved, rewards to be conferred, correttions ; and; pu+ 
niſhments to be inflicted. Granted then it mult needs be, 
(for theſe reſpefts ſake ) that the Univerſal Church | 
which is a Body-;z a ſpiritual, holy, and glorigus, Mos | 
 narchie,, malt have a_glorigus, a wile, and omnipotent 
King, and Protedtor. 10rns tals 1b oyen 
Wouldſt they now, O my. Soul, fee him, | and, know 
| him? . Loe. thy Mother, and his Spouſe, calls thee; and 
all other longing Souls, to view his tryumphs, in theſe 
| words:.,Goe forth, eyen with feryent. afteftions,. 0.;zee 
Dawghbters of Zion, that 1s, all yee pure and fruittull 
ones in the Church of God 3 and behold, that is,, appres| 
bend with a lively faith, King Solomon; that is,the Lord} 
Jeſus Chriſt, the true Solomon ; with the. Crown,'"whiere- 
with his. Mother cromned: him in the dey on oo 
ſals; that is, in' his glorious ſtate, wherewith his|Father 
bath inveſted. him 5 after that. by his death, and; reſar- 
retion, he:hath-redeemed, and married us unte-bimſelf 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs. And that thou, maiſt have| 
further knowledge, ; aſſurance, and reſtj of: this:thy | ' 
King, and Saviour, hear the joytull Predictions and aun- | 
lt erring 
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12nd unto hive ſhall the gathering of the:People\be;: Now 


| Prophet, but a, King. He was King in Jeſurns, Ja.the 


|Hymns of the royal Plalmiſt, David 5 who knowing:rhar 


th. 
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nor a Law giver from between hyjs. Feetgiuntal Shifp come, 


it_is:evident,that our Lord. ſprang out of Tudg, Further, 
Moſes, drawing .neer to. his diflolutios, Prophefies, aud 
that -from the. Mouth of God, That-God wilhraife them 


up 4 Prophet like unto him. Now Moſes was abt.anlvla 
next place, -hearken to; the mellodious and" faretellin g 


God had ſworn with an Oath to him, that of the Fruit 


ercin demonſtrations, of, the Prophets, .Is,the life of 
| old ecob., we have that, he {pake.. at his'deefh; theft , 
1 faithfull words, The Scepter ſball not depart from Jud ap, 


Gen. 49. 10; 


Heb. 9. 14. 


Deur; 19.18. 


Deur. 33. 5. 


of his Loynes, according to. the Fleſh, be would #aiſe:up 
Chriſt, to ſet on bis Throne; At once beholds his Seed, 
his Saviour, and becomes 'the Herald, of, his. King,: his 
Son, thus Proclaiming 3 I have ſet my; King wpon' my ho» 


ſet thow on my right band, until 1 make! thing Enemies 
thy Foot-ſiool. Ot him alſo the Prophet E ſay; thirs Pro» 
phefieth, Unto 4s 4 Childe is born, unto ws @ Sor 5s gi- 
ven,and the Government ſpall be upon his Shoulders, and 
his Name ſball be called Wonderfull, Connſeller, the migh- 
ty God, the everlaſting Father, the Priptte of. Peace 5, 0 
the increaſe of his Gouvernment,and peace there, ſball be 


[no end. Zachary alſo remarkably. -poigts him. oft, and 


that not only verbally, but by certain. ations: of our 
Kings RKejoyce., 0. Daughter of Sign, bebold' thy. Kivg 
cometh unto thee, he is juſt, and having Salvationglowly, 
and. riding .upon an Aſs, and upon « Colt, the. Fole of un 
Aſs... Laſtly, 16ſt the teſtimonies, of | Mea ſhould 1cem 
weak, the premulgation. of Angels. ſhall congdlade, and 
that ondeniably chi holy and ' comfortable truth : Zehold 
ſaith the Angel Gabriel to the bleſied Virgi#, Than ſhalt 
| compeive.in thy. Wombe,, aud bring forth 4. Son, end ſbalt 
call. bis Name; Jeſs, be foal be great, «nd alt be called 


2 


a mm 


FI ay 


A 


the Son of the Higheſt,avd. the Lord Go peianto 
bim.the Throne of 'b#\ Father. David, And he ſal} reign 
over the Houſe of Jatob, for:evers And of his Kingdome | - 
wy ſhall-be nto-jend. Again, as his Bieg and Kingdome 


2 over! 


Aﬀs 2, 30, | 


Pal. 135. 11, 


Pl. 2.6. 


ly Hill of Sion, And again, The Lord.{jaid unto my Lord, 


Pal, 110, I. 


| Eſay 9.6.7! 


ZAC. 9, 9. 
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John 1. 3s: 


John 1. 35. 


Mark 11.9,10» 


Reve.7-I0,12, 


Pſal. 77. 29. 


Numb, 37.17 - 


|by the Angel, ſo correfpondently they were proclaimed 
| by an Angel, and ſeconded. by *a multitude of the Hea- 


"7" 


| 


over the. Jews, yea, over the whole World; was foretold 


| venly :\faying;unto you is born this day in the City, 
of David, a"Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. I 

O my Soul, I hive hitherto like Job by the finger 
bt the” Prophets, pointed out'unto thee, thy. King, thy 
Saviour, The Lamb'of God whith taketh away the Sins of 
the World. It is expedient, and time now, that with 


faith takeſt a particular yiew of his excellencies, admi- 
niſtrations, and government : That thy heart being be- 
dewed with thoſe many comforts, beneſits,and blefiings, 
which deſcend therefrom, may with thoſe raviſhed Jews 
in the Goſpel, cry ont, Hoſanna, —; ap is be that cometh! 
in the Name of the Lord; Bleſſed be the Kingdome of 


Hoſanna,/in the higheſt. And alſo fing with that Hea- 
venly multitude, Salvation unto our God, which fitteth 
upon the Throne, and to the Lamb3 Bleſſzng, and glory, 
and wiſdome,. and thanks-giving, and honour, and power, 
and might, þe unto our God, for ever and ever, Amen. 
Proceed then 'O- my- Soul! and. diligently confider, 


condly, how he rules and reigns over his Enemies 3 and 


Judgment, and - tranſlate his Kingdome' on Earth to 
Heaven; there eſtabliſhing, and fixing,” a glorious, and, 
tryumphant Monarchy, even for'Eterrity. - "92 
The wiſeſt Heathen (whoſe choiſeſt flowers of - learn- 
ing and knowledge/were gathered out'ot our Paradiſe 
of God, the Scriptures) ſtiled thejr Kings, Paſtors of the 
People. That the Spirit of God uſeth the like Meta- 


Divine Meditations on F aith. ! 


Andrew thou follow him home, and by the'eye of. thy | 


our Father David,that cometh in the Name of the Lord;} 


firſt, how. thy King governs amongſt his Subjeds ; 'Se-| 
laſtly, how in that' great Aſſize, he ſhall execute his laſt]. 


phor, -and that it\might well be, that they ſtole it from 
thence;:way be ſuppoſed from theſe places amongſF'o- 
thers. The Pſalmiſt glorifying God for the \deliverar 

of his People out of Egygpt,concludes thus : Thow le: 


thy People like a Flock by the hand 'of Woſes" 


| 


_—_ 4 


— 


1 
+ ob QA ER nd no aca. CD WO T”wS yy — Si -— wy > 4 - 


Sn_—_——cr 


Divine Meditations on Faith, | 


Sheep which have, no Shepward. Michaiah Propheſying of 
Abab's death, and. the overthrow of his Army, faith; 
That in a Viſion, he ſaw. all 7ſracl ſcattered, a Sheep that 
have no Shepward. And the Lord, by the Prophet Eſay, 
promiſing his People ai deliverance from their Captivity. 


laith thus.of him, He. #* wy Shepward, and ſhall perform 
all my pleaſure. _ : SME THe | 
| Surely, as there 1s good . cauſe to. commend: the Hea- 
thens choice and application of this Metaphor : So 4- 
above all, to admire the infinite wiſdome of the ' Spirit 
of God, as the Original; who under this fimilitude cont- 
prehends and diſcovers the ' whole duty of @' religious 
Prince, and Governor; as that like a Shepheard, he 1s to 
feed his People, to lead them, to fold, and keep them 
from ſtraying, and to proteQt them from thoſe Wolves, 
and wicked "Enemies that ſeek to deſtroy them. See all 
this expreſt in that woe pronounc'd,by rhe Spirit of God 
| againſt the Shepward of 7ſ7ae/, that do feed only them. 
ſelves. Should'not the Shepwands feed the Flock? The 
diſeaſed have yee not ([trengthned,neither have you heal- 
ed that that was ſick, | neither have yee bound -up that 
that was broken, neither have yee- brouy 
that was driven away, neither have'yee ſought that that 
was loſt. But with fierceneſs 'and with cruelty have yee 


mends unto us this humble vocation; offering it as a' 
Glaſs unto Princes, his Vice-roys npon Earth, therein to 
ſee their duties; Tt will neither be unfit;nor unprofitable, 
to-meditate* and conſider the oftice and ations 'of the 
Lord” of Lords, even our Lord” Jefos 
fame Metaphor. And the rather, becauſe Sr. Teter* 
us: Precedents who ſtiles him-the cþze; S8begward 
ny f onr'$oulsz, and more ef! y for th 

: ; n 
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iſt; becauſe God the Father 'fo 


witneſs that Prophefie 'of Exh 
0 ers then het 


ad . 
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E-witt ſet wp owe 
ndly, he. To 


by the means of Cyrav;even many years before his birth, || 


ht again, that| 


ruled them. Seeing then that the Lord himſelf com+} - 


x Kings 22.17, 


Eſay 4428, | 


Tzck. 34- 2:45 
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Johan 10, 14. 
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 |Fified of our King, the Shepward of 7ſraeb# Who faith, 


Johu 10. 3. 


John. | (ol as 


| John 10, g. 


' vv 


{Ezek. 34. 20, 


25, 26, 


I 2. 
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voice 4 that. he calleth: his own Sheep: by: name,and lead- 
Eh them put. Is it the duty of a\King to-prote&t his:ſub- 


Shepward,. Who 
like, the hirelin 


wed, and ſhall go in and out, and finde paſture. Laſtly, js 
1t the office ot, a King ta ſee and jidge-gf.the' aftjons | 
of infexiours; to. give dignity; and: hoyour- to. the well. 


good. by. Gods promiſe unto./usg, under; the- rule- of our 
aoly Shepward, Chriſt- Jeſus ; Saying; Bebald, even 7 will 
Junage betwixt the fat Catile, and: 

canſe the. evil Bea(; 
make mith them a Covenant of: Peade.. | 
them, and. the places. round, about: them, a bleſſing.” And:7 


will canſe, the ſhowers 


It be flowets 
; .pand General Jþ 
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Sheep; and am known of mine. And laſtly,whatſoever he; 
10 that Chaprer, or elſewhere applies to. himſelf, inthe 
office of a Shepward, doth moſt. aptly 'agree with his) 
Kingly - adminiſtration. But to [make this more. cleer,, 
Is it the duty of a King to govetn,and: dirett his-People: 
by good. Laws? Which though written, yet are as it-were: 
tus lively, fixt, and continued woice. - And' is 'not this ye- 


that: to Him: the. Porter openeth, and the Sheep htar his 


Jects,., to,reward them, as well/as'to re(train,: and:, over. 
come their, Enemies? And is: not this true of our. good 
giveth his life for his Sheep-* being not: 
: g, who ſecing the Wolf coming, flieth, and| 
leaveth;the Sheep, Yea, all bleſſings temporal, and: ſpiri- 
tual, .aboynd to. them that are admitted;into- his #914. 
For be promiſes, that. if any enter therein, be ſhall be ſa- 


meriting, and obedient; / and to;inflit; puniſhment, arid; 
death,” upon rebellious offenders?--'See_this-alſo made} 


fond 5 and I 'will| 
s ta: ceaſe outiof the Land. and I will 
And:T will » 


to come down in bis ſeaſon; there! 
ngs. 'And as,concerning the!laft;| 
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of this his glorious fun&ion, as it! manifeſts it ſelf inthe 
excellency 'of his Perſon; and -in-the uprightneſs; and 
perfetion of his Laws; as alſo in all thoſe gratious ef- 
tes. which low from fo divine 2 difpenſation. That 
from them (God afliſting- in the application ) thou maift 
reap} that ſaving fruit which grace offers, and thou ex- 


' As the Baſis, and Pillar of Peace, and tranquility, in| of Chriſts 
a -Common-wealth is good Government, cobfiſting of | 99mm 

upyight Magiſtrates, and juſt Laws+:' So the defe@& of ei- 
ther-uſhers-in preſent ruine, and deftruttion. "This oft: | 
tion 1s not only verified in civil eſtates,” but in the ſpiri- 

tual..Regiment of the viſible Church. Which whillt it 
was governed by the Spirit of Chrift, and was obedient 
to..his injunctions, attained to a Meridional hei t of 
e- 
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Prov. 9. 1. 


I John 4. 8. 


Pal. 13: 4. 


' | Jerem. 23. 6. 


Revel. 15. 4. 


| Cant. 2. 3,5» 
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x » 


gotten Son of the Father,before all beginnin who t then 
can declare thy generation, for thy Birth 1 is hid in Eter- 
nity ? | 
Nor art thou not only glorious in hy Father, but-i in 
thy ſelf alſo? for thou art God of God,cqual with'God, | 
and therefore art not only a wiſe, mercifull,juſt,and * 
King over us: But wiſdome, mercy, juſtice, and holi 
it ſelf unto us. Witheſs this, in that thy gratious invita- 
tion to thy ſpiritual Feaſt, where wiſdome hath builded| 
her an Houſe. As alſo in the former Chapter, 7 am #wn-| 
 derſtending, 1 am ſtrength. Further, | thy Spirit, in'the} 
Mouth of thy belaved. Apoſtle, teſtifies, that thou ont|. 
God art love. And thy Prophet Jeremy 'foretold to. us, | 
that the Name whereby thou: fhouldſt be called, is the 'Lovd 
our righteouſneſs. As for the laſt, the Prophet David | 
ſtiles 5, 6k {o.in many of his Pſalwes, (i finging thus, -0 yee| | 
Saints of bis.- give thanks at the remembrance of his ho-\ 
lineſs. To whom the Saints in the Revelation : EY | 
and ſecond with this triple acclamation, Holy, ng 
Lord Goll. of Sabbath. q 
O my Saviour, my King, -niy beloved, let me feed. "16 
while here amongſt theſe Lillies. Let me ft down under | 


| this thy Shen ne let thy fruit be ſweet wnto my je a 


0. Cn” litas nr, corre me pre A ler, my Th 


the ES, Is. —_ Propings or, 
with-us Chriſtians, whole God and Ki 


my $ ;proteftion, 
jefioms ta. .that/ Lam. mol 
_ but. a 
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|of,” I am-1ntitled unto his pggdon, and-mercy'; witneſs 


[I be truly happy, yea, my Soul ſhall 'be filled as with 
| all the-Earth? 
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ſtle 3* The Jews, FR Seed of' Abraham are not, alt 
Children : But the Children of the promiſe, are counted 
for the Seed, Wherefore Abraham is called the Father 
of the faithful; Neither is be' a Jew' which is one out- 
wardly, neither i that Circumciſcon whith is outward in 
the Fleſh: But be is a ex, aerich ; * one-inwardly, and 
Circumciſion is that of tht beart, in the Spirit, not,in the 
letter « 'AMo' he is @ Tight to. enlighten the Gentiles, as 
well as the.glory of the People Iſrael. "Again, my bein 

a finner, [is ſo far from diſabling my right to the Lord 
Jeſus, that by the hearty and +peniterit confeſſion rhere- 


his owfi Proclamation, He came not to call the righteous, 
but ſinners to repentance : as alſo that Propheſie of his 
Office, That be ſhould be a light to them that ſit in dark: 


Feet into the ways of peace ? 

Since then my Lord the King, have ten parts in thee, 
ahd-thou 'art* Bone. of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh. 
'Since thou tookelt wot 8x thee the niture of Angel:,. but 


High: Prieſt, fo a true and natural head of thy Body, the 
Church; that King that ſhall reign in rlghreduſneſs, and 
whom God hath ſet upon his holy Hill of Zion: -Let me 
finde favour in thy fight, -and be inrolled as one of thy 
Servants. Let thy glorious Scepter moderate;me, and let 
me,be acknowledged one of thy Sabje&g. *Then ſhall I 
fir under my own Vine, and my own Fig-tree, then ſhall 


marrow and farneſs,. for what King is like unto thee in 
£35 "Fr 4 : ILE a TLIITY 

The Walls and-Rampiers of a 'Common-wealth afe 

good Laws, by which," as by a fortifie@ hort-work, or 

Cytrade], the gbod'are preteryed, and; the enemy hit 


- 
A 
.dered, and re 
TYLT? " 6 c 


neſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to guide their erring | 


the Seed of Abraham, that thou mighteſt be as « mercifull| 
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Rom 2, 28,29. 
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Mat. $9. 13. 


Luke 1. 79. 


Eph. 3. 30s ; 


Heb. 2. 5. 
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a Wall of Fire round about, and Will be the glory in the. 
middeſt of her. The Statutes of other People are but the! 
weak inventions of Men. But the Ordinances by which: 
| . .., | we are ſwayed, are the words of holineſs, of wiſdome, | 
gwen even of the Lord himſelf. So that no deſirable quality 
can be wanting, in ſuch Laws, wherein exact juſtice, and 
religious policy,kiſs each other. So that to us now, made 
one Church with the believing Jews, may thoſe gracious 
ſpeeches of 2oſes be applyed, Surely this great Nation 
Deut.4. 6,8. | 4 wiſe and underſtanding People; For what Nation 
is there ſo great, that hath ſtatutes, and judgments {9 
righteows, as his Laws, which he hath 'ſet before as; or 
who hath God ſo nigh unta them, as the Lord our God 
is in all things, that we call nupon him for f Yea, he lo- 
ved his People, all bis Saints are in his hand, they ſate 
down at his feet, every one ſhall receive of his words; 
For the Lord came from Sina, and roſe up from Seir, 
unto them he fhined forth from Mount Paran, and he 
came. with ten thouſand of Saints; from bis right haud 
| | went « firery Law for them. 2 ago acne al 
b-- [4 Fro their The Heathen gave no ſmall honour to Antiquity, as 
"7  |[Cuppoſing it had ſomething in it of Divinity z and there- 
fore they would willingly forget the ores both of 
themſelves, and of their Laws, + that to after Ages they| 
might ſer upon them the ſtamp of a Deity. 'What they 
atteted vainly, we muſt affirm truly, both of our ſelyes, 
and Laws: For the proof of the firſt, ye have not only 
Gen. 2.7. | ſure word, v2. that God made Man of the duſt of 4 
Earth, after his own Image, and breathed into bis Nos|. 
'ftrils the breath of life; But alſo the witneſs of their 
" 4rarus. lown Poets, * honourably backt by an Apoſtle. 72 Him 
Ads 17.58, | we live, move, and have our beeing, for we are bis off- 
ſpring. For the other, I will not only ſay what Laws, 
but what Learping expreſt,] { 
ancient as the Ent 
| 29x. only ou; Laws. of 


fone of "their Divine 
od : - 
the 'Trum 


» ang. 
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Land God,like conluming Fire, on the top of. che Mount, 
But above- all, the audible voice of God, . ; Ins 


thoſe ten words, by which we*are. governed, ” 
ing his whole will, and aur whole . 42 all theſes 
wonders, are not confirmed unto.us by Ate witnels 


of Moſes only, (although he being _ NG Pem-man had 
been ſufficient; ) but as then fix hagdred thouſand ſouls 


were Auditors, and SpeQatoxs, ſo ever fince,- that whole 
Nation, and now the Univerſal Church. do, receive, be: 
lieve, and reverently. obey. them, as the undoubke tath 
of God, and rule of holineſs. : 

Now that theſe happy, Laws, recorded in the whole 
Book of God, | are not only the firſt, ancienteſt, C and 
therefore the foundation, original, and fountain of al] 
other conſtitutions) but alſo the beſt, and hgliglt, as be- 
ing the lively Oracles of prudence, and ſandgife ig (elf; 
appears firſt by the matter which is. perfect, according, to 
that ſweet Pſalmiſt, The Law of the Lord (that is the 
whole Wor 
from all carnal imperfeCtions.., Here's no Political, wink; 


ing at the leaſt, or, at ſome commodious offences, 5 ngy 


tive for Kings and Princes. The wilely head. of, Man CAR; 
not invent fins, without its precinct, neither, can the gh 
tical wits of. Atheiſts, or worldly wietches, blemiſh:ix, 
with the leaſt —, © op ſeverity.: So; thas 


hiding places for any (inner, nor exception ang PSExOget | 


> roman; being 
of God 
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Divome Meditations on Faith. | 
tation, {leeping, or repeal. And therefore teaches a Man 
wiſdome, « priori, ,in the cauſe of punifhment © Sin. ) 
So Solomon; A prudent "Man fore-ſees the evil, and 
hides bimſerf- Again, The Commandement js a Lamp,and 
the Law is light, and reproofs of inſtruFion, the way of 
life. In the laſt place, let holy David, as he began to 
prove this truth, ſo conclude it, even upon his own ex- 
perience; Through thy Commandements thou haſt made 
me wiſer than my Enemies, for they are ever with me, I 
have more uuderſtanding than all my Teachers, for thy 
7 eſtimonies are my Meditation. 

Again, as the- Laws of God are ſure and perfect, fo 
they are right; as ſings the ſame Prophet, The Statutes 
of the Lord are right. And can there be a' greater ex- 
cellency 3 fince the juſtice of a Law,is the finnues thereof, 
they binding but ſo far forth as they are righteous? Who 
is there then amongſt the Rulers of the Earth,) that in 
a proper ſence dares give this title to their Ordinances ? 
Comparatively indeed, -and as parallel'd with others, 
they way boaſt of their equity. But none in a ſuperla- 
tive height, in the abſtract, and truth of perteCtion, can 
be ſaid to be juſt; but the Commandements of God 
which by common conſent are the beſt rule, and touch- 
ſtone of all others. To prove the indirectaeſs of humane 
conſtitutions, reaſon' it ſelf demonſtrates. For Man can: | 
not be righteous, that is-born of a Woj#an ; much leſs his 
ations, his behelſts, as being alſo the off-ſpring of a fick| 
brain, and ſtreams flowing from a moſt: impure Foun-| 
tain. If we deſire examples to confirm this, we need not” 
wander out of Divine Hiſtory, where we ſhall read of 
the cruel edit of-a Pharaohb,to drown the innocent males. 
Of a Nebwchadnezzar, to burn to Aſhes religiows Tdoll- 
haters. Of a Dariws, to devonr with Lions the frequent| 
worſhippers of God. Of a Herod, even.a ſecond' Pharaoh, 
to offer. up by death thoſe Lambs, the happy Proto-Mar- 
tes, and Contemporarier of our Saviour. | Should I-con- 
vert my "Meditation. into- an Hiſtory, as I could never] 
| Want exammples of 'Mans unjuſt Decrees, ſo never Incke' 
for my teares would ſupply that defett. 
© O if the bare Relation, move ts pirty, and to = 
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| 


ing? how great is the ſorrow and anxiety of my minde, 
| that opprelles thoſe Souls, which lie under the burden of 
ſuch a tyranny ? ſurely it is ineffable. From hence, by 
the rule of contraries, I conclude the exceeding mirth, 
and happineſs of that People, whoſe Laws are Maximes, 
and Patterns to all others; whoſe God and King is the 
Lord, whoſe judgments are true, and righteous altoge- 
ther. So that if happineſs can be ſeparated from joy, 
then may -joy be devorc'd from ſuch a Government. 
Wherefore as the Prophet extolls the divine quality, | 
the Statutes of the Lord are right, ſo he omits not to 

point out unto us the no lels gratious effect, they rejoyce |pal. 55.144; 
the heart, O come therefore, and let ws ſing unto the | 
Lord, let us make a joyfull noiſe unto the Rock of our 
Salvation, for thou Lord art a. great God, and a great PAL, 45. 6. 
King above all Gods; thy Throne is for ever, and the \ 

Scepter of thy Kingdome is a righteows Scepter. 

Thus O my Soul, paſſing by, thou haſt taken a view| 
of the beauty of thoſe divine Laws, by which Chriſtians 
are governed. If the Heathen Ptolowry accounted then 
the Jewel of his Library; and at their tranſlation into 
the Greek Tongue, was+even raviſht inthe obſervation' 
of their ſupernatural wiſdome,and Majeſty : How'ought 
we Chriſtians to be affefted, who by more tharan Hi- 
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us 'an holy filial fear, appears, in that the holy Spirir 
makes it a chief motive to ſtir us up to the hearing of 
them, Come gee Children, hearken unto me, and 1 will | 
teach you the fear of the Lord. As allo the confeſſion! 
of David, My Fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and T am 
afraid of thy judgments. As tear, ſo hatred of all wick. 
edneſs, ſprings out of this Seed-plot of grace; As the 
ofter, and fruition of a moſt beautifull Wife, is-the belt | 
remedy to make a Man hate an unclean ſtrumper, fo! 
the diſcovery of the pure ſplendor of Gods Law, un-' 
vailes. the nakedneſs, 'and pulls off the Viſard of Sin. | 
So the ſame Pſalmiſt, Through thy Precepts 7 get under-. 
ftanding, therefore T hate every falſe way * Laltly, as! 
theſe powerfull Statutes of God are thus effectual in the 
illumination of the underſtanding, and the inflaming of | 
the affeftion 3 - $0 alſo- in the ſubjeQting, and changing 
the w;/l, making it. of a nilling, a willing will. But here 
torget,not ( as alfo in all the reſt )- that the Law works 
only theſe effefts in us,. as being the Scepter of Chriſts 
Government (apd-linked with the Goſpel.) Which con- 
lidered, we may-cotifidently aver, that the Propheſie is 
fulfilled 5 That'the Lord ſpall rule ( by his Law ) in the 
midſt of bis Enemies, and the People. ſhall be willing in 
the: d, of his Power. i: v 
Thus' having -viewed by the eye of faith (according; 


to the weak meaſure of /grace given unto»me )*my gra- 
tious Soveraign in his preſence. Chamber of the Prophets, 
and alſo learned out of that AMfagnra Charts, that R at! 


will, and. rule of Government, -but alſo the unparallel'd | 
and excellent properties theteof';- I proceed: to- medirare 
tcipal aQibas 
fadjetts, vw. 
5"C orred@z- 
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of our Kingitowards his-natural and true! fu 
his Protetfios; and: yi over their Enemies 
on and eratiopz of which, feverally: 
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Thieves, the Devil, the Fle(h, Sin, the World and Death, 
who having ſpoyled him of his greateſt treaſure, his Gra- 
ces3 and develted him from all his former honours, lea- 


[ fay ? I would to God they were in! this ſo Thief-like ; 


but began our wretchednefs; and our Enemies, Hama:- 
like, {ſlaughtering us not out of gain, but out of envious 


| malice, are fo far from /eavirg us, that they are always 


vigilant to ſmother even; the leaſt motions of life in us. 
But bleſſed be the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


this World, clothed with our fleſh, and made like unto 
us, a mercitull High-Prieft 3 who (like that good Sama- 
ritan) fhnding us-thus wallowing in our own blood, hath 
not only reſtored us to a new lite, but poured the Sove- 
raign Oyl of his comfortable promiſes into our wounds. 
Making us fate all the time of this-lifes ſickneſs, under 
his own royal, and gratious protection; until his next 
return to our glory, and all: our Enemies confuſion. | 
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ving him not half dead, but altogether : Left him, did|. 


But alaſs! ſuch is our miſery,that our lofs concluded not, | 
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hath ſent his only begotten Son into the Wilderneſs of | 


Fear not then: (-O my Soul) the ſtrongeſt of thy Ene- 
m1es: . No, not that Leviathan, that great Dragon, that. 


For, The Seed of 'the Woman hath broken this Serpents 
Head :.. And the Devit" ſhall be cafe into Hell. What 
choubh he be: rhe- Prince that ruleth in'the Ayr? for his 
number, Legions;'for his ſtrength,a Principality,a Power, 
a Lion; and for the depth of Policy and--malice, ſtited 
the Ruler of Darkteſs, and/alfo the accuſer Jof the Bre- 
thren34 yet know, he is but' a Creathre, arid' thy” Savi- 
ours//Vaſlal.' For, &y Him were alÞ"thing#+ereated," that 
are! in Heaven, \and that are in Earth, viſible; or: #roi- 
fible, whether 4beybe Thrower, -Dominiony, Principalities, 
or Powers, And he that «made him,'cti' mbke his Swe 
falle 
ts 


approach 'untoibim./ : And though 'the'namber” of 


Angels be great, yet the number of thei Ele % 
likely are tar greater; areaft, their Pawer grevter;zs the 
iſſue of thar-gretit batfel iis Heaven, if Hrerally taken; 


lnſtratet. 80. that thy/ eyes being.opeted'by-faith, ol 


crooked Serpent, King oyer-all the Children of pride. | 


A Prete&on 
from Sathan. 


Gen. 3. Is, 


Caloſ, 1. 16. - 


are more tha are with-us; xhan/againſt:uis! Chril 
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Rom.7-14,24, 
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'| Zeſws Chriſt our Lord, whom he hath ſenc to be thy Sa-| 
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Lion of the Tribe of Judah; our Sampſon,to deſtroy that 
roaring Lion the Devilz the wiſdome of the Father, and 
the light that not only enlightens our darkneſs, but diſ- 
fpates, and puts to flight the darkneſs, and ſubtilties of 
Sathan; the only Mediator betwixt God and Man; the 
Son of God, the lover, and friend of Men; The Brother 
of the Brethren. To conclude, he it is (to thy comfort) 
whom the Father hath ſet at his own right hand in. hea- 
venly places, far above all thoſe Principalities, and Pow- 
ers, and all might, and dominion: Who hath ſpoiled theſe 
Prixcipalities, and Powers, and made a ſhew of them 0- 
penly, tryumphing over them, even on bis Croſs. There- 
tore rejoyce yee Heavens, and yee that dwell therein 
for now is come ſalvation, and ſtrength, and the King- 
dome of our God, and the Power of his Chriſt : For, 
The accuſer of our Brethren is caſt down, which accuſed | 
them before God day and night. 

Do I expe& thee O my Soul, to be a companion of 
this Heavenly Quire? Why then do I hear thee utter 
nothing but mourning, and as it were keep time. with 
fighs? Such a Song admits not of a burthen, I will not 
bear a part with thee, ſince in thy tears, (as in a mirtor) 
I ſee Hanibal ad portas, another Enemy at thy Gates. 
At thy Gates,did I ſay? nay entred, and: within thee; ſo 
that now thy ſobs me-thinks are vocal -and articulate, 
groaning out nothing, but ſuch ſad oaptive complaints 
as theſe, I am carnal and fold under ſimz 0 wretch that| 
T am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death * | 
O my Soul, though thy fear queſtions,yet let it not make 
thee deſpair of a Deliverer; ſay, 7 thank God through 


| 


viour,. even in. the mid(t of, this fiery, Furnace.' So that 
like thoſe Votive Martyrs, though with the Fleſlt thou o-| 
beyeſt, and art invironed with {3n, -yet with the Minde| 
thou ſeryeſt the Lord. I ain not ignorant,” that {ike to| 
the City of Ai, there are behinde thee ambuſfhes of thy 
firſt Parents tranſgreſſion 3 before thee, the Armies of thy 
many. aFual offences 3 on both bands of thee, the w 
ole, 'of commiſſion, and' omiffionz yea, that the. 
fantry of thy in-bred, and original corryptions, GAIN 
- only 
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not, ſt 


only gaken; but begun to Fire thy out-works: Yet fear | | 
and ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, for Exod. 14.13. | 
theſe ſpiritual Egyptians, thy Enemies, which thou haſt | 
ſeen in this ſhort day of thy life, and travail, thou ſhalt 


ſee no more for ever; ſince the Chariot-wheels of their 


ſtrength fhall be taken off, and in conclufion. their ſelves 


ſhall be drowned, and hid in that red Sea of thy Savi- 


| ours pretious blood. Wherefore,armed with a holy and 


Jehu-like ſeverity, command, as Joſhua once the five 
Kings, 10 theſe, the heads, and chief of theſe thy Ene- 
wies to be brought forth, and let them be ſlain with a 
Chriſtian magnanimity, even with that two-edged Sword 
which proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. 

Fear not with Gedeozs (tripling,that Goliah-like tranſ- 
orefſion of Adam, though as a ſecond' Briarizs bis man 


Neither quit thy ground, 
though he: brandiſh againſt thee that curſe, that Cherubs 
flaming Sword, in the day that thou eateſt thereof, rhon 
(halt ſurely die. Let him ſtrike, yea;let the ſtroke woand 
thee, and bring thee upon thy knees; yea, let the wound 
ſend forth floods of penirent rears, for this thy fall thall 
be thy riſe; this thy humiliation, thy greateſt exaltation. 
This 1s that Weapon' that gives borh death, and life. 
For this thy miſery 3s become the objef of that infinire 


mercy, which not only reſcues thee, bur fheathes this his 
mortal Sword 1n this thy Enemies bowels. Since by Man 
camge death, by Man'came alſo'the ReſurreGtion of the 
dead.-For, as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive : And leſt he ſhould again revive, as 
Joab did to rebellious Abſalom, He again prerces bis heart 
with theſe three Darts; As by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came npon all to zen demoatibe'; even ſo by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the food gift came upon all unto 
juſtiffcation of life; for as by one Mans diſobedience, ma- 
ny were made "ſinners; ſo by the obedience 
ſhall be made righteous: That as ſin reigned unto death, 
even ſo might grace reign thorough righteouſneſs unto e- 


ternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
| Ff That 
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Armies of Pride, Blaſphemy, Rebellion, Unthankfulnels, 
| Diſcontent, Curiofityz yea, all manner of wickednetfs 
'ſcem to threaten Heaven. 


| Julg, 8, 20. 
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| 2 Sam. 18.14. 
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br T hat Cloud is diſperſt. But behold a greater ſtorm a» 
rom Origim E | 
Corruptim, | riſes: even ſuch a one, as not. only (hakes, and eridan. 
gers the -Battlements of' a Chriſtian converſation, - but. 
blowes up the foundation; When an Enemy belieges, | 
he ever is within view ; But it he take a; Bulwork, he! 
gains poſleſſion, and the loſs ſeem irrecoyerable. Adams 
{in imputed, like a furious adverſary ſurrounds, belea- 
gures, and (hatters the whole Fort of Man.. But that Q- 
riginal corruption, thaz holy David complains of, as con- 
ceived, and borp in, by propagation, makes -neerer ap- 
proaches, and undermines the Mud-walls of our Fleſh, 
taking polſleſſion of the Tryangular, and chieteſt Cytta- 
del ; which once yielded, he fills every fconce of the 
ſence, , with Armed 'Luſts, and mounts through every | 
Loop-hole, a murdering plece, 'which continually roares 
againſt Heaven. And, as for the Chief Commander, | 
Collonel, and Muſtar-maſter, the underſtanding, will,and | 
memory, having put.out their Eyes, it makes them in the. 
Dungeon of Ignorance, grinde. ( like Sampſor) at the' 
Mill of Luſt, and fleſhly delires.-. | 
Thus miſerable, and ſeemingly irrecoverable, 1s our | 
eſtate in Nature,whilſt our in-bxed ,corruption,that ſtrong 
Man, keeps the -hold. But let us;not' be diſcouraged, for 
the Lord Jeſus, who is ſtronger than he, is come apon 
Luxe 11.22. | him, and hath overcome him, taking from him all bjs 
Armonr wherein he truſted, and dividing his ſpoyles, 
being ſent by God: in the likeneſs of ſinfull Fleſh, and 
Rom. 8. 3. |for ſin, to'condemn. ſin in the Fleſh; which Victory He 
obtained by his Death. For 7n: that he dyed, he dyed 
unto ſin once, ſo reckon we alſo our ſelves, as being bap- 
tized into his Deajh, to be dead indeed unto fin, but a- 
live unto God, through Jeſws Chriſt our Lord; Thus be- 
ing made free from Sin, we are become the Servants of | 
Rom. 6.18, | righteouſneſs; neither hath Sin any more dominion' over 
us, as being not under the Law, ( which is the ſtrength 
of Sin) but wnder Grace, the moying caule .of . our Sal- 
vation. | : | ' 43 
Further, this total and ſpiritual Leproſie\is-in Scrip- 
Ezck. 16:6. | tyre tearmed a general pollution of the whole Man: In 
which ſence, how many ſweet and gracious promiſes, | 
doth 


Rom. 6. 10. 


Rom, 6. 3+ 


Rom. 6.11. 


Rom. 6.14. * 
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doth the 014 Teſtament offer to the faith of every-trut 
Believer 3 poynting, out unto us ( withithe Angel). when 
in a, far more deſpycable, and deſperate eſtate than Ha- 
gar's Tſmael, a Spring, a Well of living Water. In that 
day ,(which 1s the day) there ſball'be a Fountain open. 
ed to the Houſe of David, ..and to the Anhabitants of the 
Spiritual Jeruſqlem, for ſin, and for uncleanneſs. And'| 
leſt with that Cripple in the Goſpel,we ſhould be unable | 
to make tryal of the Virtue; nay, becauſe we are with 
that miſerable Infant inthe Prophet, Dead in ſins, and. 
| tre/paſſes. Therefore he adds,. he will ſay unto ws, live, | 
which agrees with his immediate Word, in St. Johns 
Golpel, The dead ſhall bear the woice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear, ſhall live, Nay, which is more, he 
will become our ſpiritual Phyfician, and Chyrurgion ro 
heal, to waſh, 'to cleanſe, to circumciſe, to anoint us; 
witneſs this* his own promiſe, viz. Then will IT ſprinkle 
\ clean Water upon. you, and yee ſhall be clean, from all 
| your filthineſs, and from all your Idols will I cleanſe 
|y0u 5. a new Heart will T give yon, and 4 new Spirit will 
I put within yous and TI will take the ſtony Heart out of 
your Fleſh, and T will give you en Heart of Fleſh; and 1 
will put my Spirit within you, , and cauſe you to walk in' 
my Statutes, and yee ſhall keep my judgments, and do 
them. 

O thou which art my Joſhua, my Jeſws, and-haſt caſt 
out, and deſtroyed my Cananitiſh Juſts ; leaving only | 
lome few tributaries to try my obedience, and to be as 
pricks in my (ides, that I might not fleep to death in 
ſecurity; grant me thy ſtrength of grice,” more and more | 
to preyail over them, though they have Chariots of Iron, 
as being ſtrong corruptions, and inbebit the Valleys, as 
being ambulhed in a deep, and deceitfull heart. Enable 
me O Lord, either to deſtroy them, or'to make them 
Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water to the Houle 
of my God; that js,ſerviceable to thy ſpiritual Building, 
and Temple, which, I am. Let Avarice be turned into a 
coveting-obs ſpiritual things, Exceſs in thy Creatures to 
a repletion with thy Spirit s' Worldly ſorrow, which work- 


, 


be repented-of"; | 


eth death, upto godly ſorrow, not to 
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Love of Earth to a love of Heaven. O my gratious Phy- 
fitian, what fee have I, or i great enough for this ſpi. 
ritual cure, or rather miracle? a refurrection from the 
dead 3 Lord thou haſt given me all, therefore I have no- 
thing to give, Yet though I cannot give, I will do right, 
and” render as to*C2ſar, ſo unto God, what is his. My 
Soul beares thy impreſs, thy Image, and is therefore 
paſlant in Heaven. Wherefore when thou pleaſeſt, em- 

banck it there in glory. 
The greater an offence 1s, the more ſevere, and weigh- 
ty the puniſhment. This rule of proportion giving both 
a beeing, and ſplendor to diſtributive Juſtice, W hiſper- 
ers and murmurers againſt a State, are not proſecuted 
with ſo much rigour, as the openly rebellious; Nor ac. 
cording to the judgment of truth it (elf; (hall the 7gno- 
rant Servant be beaten with as many ſtripes as the pre- 
ſumptuons offender. Bleſſed Saviour, even 1n this max- 
ime of humane Juſtice, there 1s (though in weak and 
faint ſhaddowes) a glimpſe and repreſentation of thine, 
| (Mans well doing and beſt of a&tion, being but an im- 
perfect imitation of thee, a moſt pure and univerſal aCt ) 
which ballances our faults, and retributes to each, his 
due weighr of puniſhment. Thus righteouſly judging, 
that it cauſeleſs anger, be in danger of the judgment, 
then approbrious, and diſgracefull ſpeeches, ſuch as thou 
fool, being a further degree, and an accurſed truit of the | 
tormer, ſhall be in perril of an Hell-fire. So Paul, be- 
cauſe: a Perſecutor through ignorance, received mercy, 
when as Julian an Apoſtate, and wilfull finner, died a 
Blaſphemer. Lord$1 have laid this train, to blow up my 
ſelf. O let thy conviction in juſtice, (like a ſtorm be- 
fore a calm) forego thy abſolution in mercy. Righteous 
| Judge, if that thy mortal ſentence hath already attach- 
ed me, as Adam's Son, as Adams Image, yea, I have 
pleaded guilty 3 ſhall not my numberleſs aQtual tranſ- 
grefſions, meriting that other curſe of thy Law, make 
me therefore as deſerving thy double curſe, liable to a| 
; double puniſhment? Yes ſurely, unleſs miſerable wretch, 
infiniteneſs, and eternity, will not admit of 'an addition. 
If one ſingle a&, the breach of one Injundtion,thar "ay 
tne 
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the Papiſts, and others (though erroneouſly ) would have 
no ſin, or \at the 'moſt a venial fin, that which is mine, 
not by perſonal commiſſion (as not then in eſe) but as 
it were by conſanguinity, by 1imputation, from Adam, 
my root, fountain,and tranſaCtor ; If this O Lord, as for- 
merly it is ſufficiently evinced, hath not only arraigned 
me at the Bar of Juſtice, but caſt me as guilty of high 
Treaſon, and worthy of eternal puniſhment; and not 
only me, but thoſe without the Pale of the Charch (un: 
leſs God be mercifull to them) whq have not ſinned af- 
ter the” ſemilitude of Adams tranſgreſſions, that is, as 
ſome interpret ) aFually; How ponderous and excel- 
ſively weighty,(hall my judgment appear 1n Juſtice ſcale? 
How ſhall her Rods be converted into Scorpions? How 
ſhall the ſame hand, and power that inflicts, in reſpect 
of durance, an eternal, yes, in all reſpects ( if we mea- 
ſure by th2_Creatures weak apprehenſion ) an infinite 
ſuffering, magnify it ſ{elt in the augmentation of pain, 
according to our encreaſe, aCtuality,and agednels of fin; 
adding as it were infinite, to infinite, and making me 
to be unhappily ſo allo, .that is capable of ic, and able 
to ſubſiſt under its juſt preflure. 

O my God, I walk 1n this my vale of miſery, like the 
Egyptians through the red Sea, bzfore me is thy clou- 
ded countenance, and wrathtull indignation, ready to 
give the watch word to my execution. On the right 
hand, and the left, ſtand the rowring, and threatning 
Waves of my ſtafull omiffions, commiſfions, and defici- 
encies, ready {as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks to ſwallow up, and 


neſs of horrour, and puniſhment waites to entombe me 
for ever. O my Szviour, being thus like 4bij4h, eneom- 
paſt with the Ambuſhes of 'my Enemies, like fallen Da- 


fhall I do, but imitare them, in "their crying, and con- 
verſion unto'thee, ſaying with him, 7 have ſinned, I am 
in 4 great ſtraight, let me fall into the hands, of thee, 0 

Lord, for thy mercies are great. 
O faith, as thou.haſt an eye, ſo thou haſt an ear too; 
heirs give attention. For thy King named thy Je- 
| Gg ſus, 
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flowe' over my Soul; .and behind me the pitchy dark-| 


vid, immurde within his triangle of judgments, what | 
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ſus, becauſe he ſhall ſave his People from therr ſins, even 
he who only on Earth bath power to forgive ſens, makes 
his anſwer in the mouth of the Pſalmijſr, even to, berthe 
eccho of thy ſubmiſſive Petition : The Lord forgiveth all! 
thine iniquities, and healeth all thy diſeaſes, and re- 
deemeth thy life from deſtration,and crowneth thee with 
loving kindneſs. O miracle of goodneſs! how 'experi- 
mentally, and thankfully ought I} with that penitent 
Saint,to publiſh thy excelling mercy,fince I had no ſoon- 
er ſaid, (that is intended) 7 will confeſs my tranſgreſ- 
fion, but thou forgavſt me the iniquity of my. ſin. 

Come hither, come hither all yee true 7/raelztes, whom 
rhe ſight of theſe Philiſtines, and their armed Troops 
( ready for the Battel) have made you to tremble, and 
to hide your ſelves; Behold your Standard-Royal, your 
Prince, your true Jonathan; for him bath God exalted 
with hjs right hand to be a Prince,and a Savior, for to 
give repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins; who: 
hath trodden the Wine-preſs of Gods wrath alone, and of 
the People,there was none with bim + And Jonathan-like, 
with incredible pains hath aſſaulted the Adverſaries, our 
ſins ruining their Fort,' viz. the curſe of the Law, for 
the ſtrength of ſin is the Law, being made a curſe for 
#5 : where by dying, he hath put to death, all our Ene- 
mies, according to that of the Apoſtle, 7» whom, we have 
| redemption through his blood, even ihe forgiveneſs of 
ſins, having made peace through the blood:of bis Croſs, 
in the likeneſs of ſinfull Fleſh, and by ſin, condemning 
ſir in the Fleſh. | | 
\ Further, he is not only the God of the Valleys, but of 
the Mountains alſo; haying not only overcome for us our 
infirmities, but all, even our Mountainous, our. ſcarlet 
tranfgrefſions; witneſs his promiſe; though your ſs be 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow. Again, 1 will| 
be mercifull to their tranſgreſſuons, and their ſins, and 
their iniquities, will I remember no mare. To conclude} 
this point, this his great Victory, as-it tryumphs over 
ſins, ſo it is not confined to ſome times, or Perſons, as 


he, fo it, being the ſame in efficacy, yeſterday, to da 
and for ever, as teſtifies St. John; if any Man fon, = 
ave 
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have « an Advocate with the F ather,” Jeſas: Chriſt the reba 
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teoms, he is the as 5x for our-ſins, and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the fins of the whole World. 1 
_ O all-pewertull Vidor, -upor: whoſe thigh is written 


King of Kings, Lord ef Lords 3' whovart. gone forth con- | 


quering, und to conquer e\ leading raptivity captive 4 and 
receiving gifts for Men forgivins all our treſpaſſes,and 


blotting ont the hand<writing of Ordinances, that 'was a-' 
gainſt 19: taking it \away, and nailing it to'uhy Croſs. 
who haſt ſpoyled theſt: Principalities, and Powers, and: 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over then in it. 


the melodious harmony of gratefulneſs, and praife, runs 
forth to zreet thee, my Father, my Saviour; earneſtly de- 
firing to be offered up unto thee, as a thankſgiving :_ and 
with A/ano2h's Angel to aſcend to thy prefence in the 
flames, of pious aftetions. Did Moſes, Miriam, and-the 
reſt, with Timbrels, and dances, magnify their delivery, 
aud thy Conqueſt over the drown'd Eg yptiansy and (hall 
not my Mulick of gratwlation be tuned to an higher key ? 
my Song be raifed to a- loftier pitch 3 whofe:numerous 


—_— 


My Soul} thy ofi-ſpring like Jephtha's Daughter, with ' 


Enemies: thou haſt drentcht, not in a red Sea of Water, 
but of thy infinitely ,gvecious Blood? Did the Virgins of 
Iſrael, by their penetrating acclamations. (as it were) 
engrave this glorions Inſcription, on their :Champions 
forehead, Sexl hath-flain his thonſands; David his ten 
thouſands 5 How ought my ejaculatory Prayers to pierce 


ſlain not thouſands, but millions of thouſands, yea milli- 
ons of millions? Thoſe-proteCtians were corporal, theſe 
ſpiritual 3 thole- by mediate Inſtruments, this by thy Self 
thoſe were temporary, this eternal. O omnipotent good- 
neſs ! ſince my finite beeing, cannot extend; ior propor-' 
tion an acknowledgment requiſite to thy infinite 'merir, 


which continually ({igheth for an infitute exprefſion, And 
as thou haſt ( O thou'which art that Stone cut out. with- 
out bands, that:Corner-ftone of thy-Church) by thy ſeit 


the Heavens,. and meet thy eares, who for my fake, haſt } 


accept ( as in. other duties thou: art;pleated/)-my defire, | 


bruiſed the Head. of the. xo a that Golzah; :Sathan; 
[lain and disbanded all his Troops, wy ſins 3\ yea, choakt 


them 
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| Over 1he world. . 


' 2 Cor. 10, 4. 


= 


| Eph. 6. 12. 


I Cor. 15. $5, 


Y 


them in the Sea of thy blood : be. further pleaſed, that 
their gall being broke (that is their guilt, and bitterneſs 
|extracted) they may for.ever be covered with thoſe critn- 
ſon waves, and be ſunk down .deep, and intomb'd into 
that gulf of mercy, that the!.eye of juſtice may never 
view them, nor its power raiſe them -again to my de- 
{truftion. a MAW ws 
How fitly and conſonant to the-word of truth 1s the 
Church upon Earth, called zz{itant; her Children Soxl. | 
diers, their life a warfare, and their ſpiritual. graces the 
armour of God > Amongſt which;how aptly is faith made 
| our Shield, and prefer'd before the relt, 1n the Apoſtles 
Diſcipline? Above all, take the Shield of Faith. For 
whereas the. breaſt-plate, fafe guards that part, the Hel. 
met ſecures. the Head, the other pieces the 1nferiour 
Members, the Shield of Faith is a moving, an ubiquita- 
ry defence. - Soinetime it interpoſes it felt (as yop have 
formerly heard ) to: fave-the Head, that is, the under- 
ſtanding, and: the reſt of the Superiour tacalries, from | 
the fiery darts, whiclv thoſe ſpiritual wickedneſſes in bigh 
places throw down upon ws. Sometimes it is oppoſed breaſt 
high in defence of the affections, -againſt the deceirfull| 
allurements and aflaults ol the:'World ; as ſhortly Call: 
be ſhewed.. And in the concluſionivf this ſpiritual con. 
bat, when the. Enemy /groveling ander-our Feet, puts|, 
forth his mortal ſting of deathz&6: deſcends and re- 
ceives it, where fixt, it' carries it in*tryumph, to oar ſpi+ 
| ritual home; ſo- that,. 0 death where is" thy ſting? 0| 
Grave where is thy viory ? But of this in its place.” 
T he particular Church of 7ſrael in her tnatinigracies 
into Canaan, is'a type of theCharch Univerſal, ſeckitig 
an”Heavenly Canaan, and warring for her ſpiritual inhe-| 
ritance. 1 As it was with them, ſo with us. There is, du- 
ring: our. whole lives peregrination, no intermiſſion” of 
Armes; every true'Chriſtian being environed about with] 
| tmplacable, and malicious Enemies ; being'in irefpe& of| 
| malicezas well as local/poſition, inthe midlt of the Worl 
ſo. that every one;of us hath cauſe to-groan out David, 
| Lamientation, ' Woe js \'me, that T ſvjourn' in Meſeek, 
'|that 7 dwell in the' Tents of Kedar, my Soul hat. Pe 
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dwelt with them that hate peace; I am for peace,but when 
I ſpeak, they are for War. 

Further, this our adverſary the World, is not enly nu- 
merous, but politick; and treacherous; not only ufing 0- 
pen hoſtility, and giving forcible aſſaults, by the power 
| and perlecution of wicked Men, but'it lays many invi- 
| ſible ambuſhes of pleaſures to entrap us 3 and by het 

plenty of riches, and large offers, and mundane honouts, 
cauſes oft.times defection, and treaſon, in the leading, 
and chiet commanding faculties of our Souls. This : 


the civil Chriſtians Dallilah, which lulls him -aſleep, on 
the Pillow of ſecurity, afterwards degrades him of his 
{trength, and glory, his excrementitious, and formal per- | 
tormancesz and then delivers him up to ſhame, and de- 
{truction. The Poets Belloza, is but a fiftion, a repreſe 

= of this Monarcheſs. They aſcribed wiſdome and | 


armes to their Goddeſſes. And are not both theſe (1| 
mean carnal ſenſuality and Deviliſþ wiſdom)backt and ſe-| J183&53 15: 
'conded with the power and malice of Hell, and wicked 
great ones, with the glittering Scepter,and bloody Sword, 
with which ſhe awes her Empires? The Lord knows, and 
we are not ignorant of this. O let humility be chief 
mourner, and our pitty write in tears how many of 
Gods Worthies have either been betrayed by her trea- 
ehery, or over-preſt,' and borne down, by her perſecu- | 
ting Power. | | 
o give life to Meditation, I will add ſome few au- 
thentick examples, that our hearts being awakened with 
the fearfull thunder of their falls, may watch and pray, | .  --; 
lefſening, if not wholly preventing the danger. -O S$olo- | The Worlds 
#0n, how do TI, admiring thy excellencies, want words to Lud of oo 
meafure or exprels them. -O thou which waſt the Son! of | cleanneſs. Þ} - 
a Prince, as good, as royal, and in'trth, as well as in | 
name a Jedidiah, the beloved of God; whoſe large and - ; 
divinely inſpired wiſdome extended far beyond thy Em- | **** 7t | 
pire, rhough greatz yea, beyond the Worlds'circumfe-| [ 
rence in thy Metaphyfical heights, prying into the' ſecret | 
excellencies of ſpiritual Eflences; yea,-of God himſelf,| . 
that naboupded-and unſquared Circle, without a Centre; 
who waft a Pillar in the Houſe of God, yea, a moſt 
[-- Hh tively 


0 
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lively Figure of the Son of God); as in thy knowledge, | 
ſo in the peace, riches and glorious ſplendour of thy. 
Kingdome. I might add more, but that this makes thy | 
| precipice thy downfall ſufficiently, yea, milcrably and} 
teartuli: Thee did this Sorcereſs,this gorgeous Strumpet, | 
the World, faſcinate, and cauſe to drink a deep carouſe, 
even to the Dregs of her poyſonous, and finfull fornica- 
tions. Where drunk with Idolatry, and libidinous ſen- 
ſuality, thy bright Sun had ſer in the black Cloud of 
ſhame and damnable Apoſtacy, had not the unchange- 
able, and free love of the Father of - mercies, raiſed thee 
from that deadly Lethargy, and made thee to the com- 
fort of all Ele& ones, even in thy lives declination, ſhine 
bright to the whole Church, in thy Eccleſiaſtes, thy re- | 
cantation. | 
2 Dart-Riches. | Thus far, by way of experiment, and diſcovery of the 
dangerons, and bewitching quality of this our Czrces firſt 
potion -the tecond follows. I mean that truly and pro-| 
perly aurum potabile, with which ſhe not only benums : 
the Souls ſuperiour faculties; but as being the heavieſt | 
of mettals, depretles it to the Centre (if Hell be there) 
without repentance. I will inſtance but in one example 
of many; and that no mean onez even a Childe of the 
> Kings 5, 20, | Prophets. O unhappy: Gehazi,the more unlucky, becauſe 
once moſt happy; who among(t the Sons of lapſed 7/- 
racl, though free born, were bleed like to thee? A ſer- 
vant, yea, a fellow Servant, with Kings, and Angels : 
What Eye in that Infancy, and twi-light' of the Church, | 
was glutted with ſo. many Miracles, like thine ? What: 
Ear entertained and. devoured ſo many heavenly Ser-| 
mons? Nay, what Soul had its Wings Uroagter 1mpt 
| by holy Inſtructions, better advantaged 1n its riſe to take 
2 flight from Earth. to Heaven, from holy example,then 
thine? O unworthy proficient! Thy Maſter unyoakt him-| 
Kings 19.79. ſelf front his Oxen, for Goas ſervice; and wilt thou for- 
lake .thy;God, and Maſter, for-the yoai of covetouſneſs? 
Thoy, didit, O bewitched wretch 3 and, therefore. juſtly 
; did-an; hereditary, and viſble Leproſie, witneſs thy inhes| 
2 Kings 5. 27+ | port aud inviſible, hypoeriſte 3 a formal Hypoepite, and | 
| white Leaper, being very like and fit.concomitants, © ;| 
vial | Although! 
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| Although all Man-kinde confiſt of one, and the ſame | 


matter, and conſtituting parts, yet do not all, yea, few 


grace, attain to a like {ublimity of minde and ayrineſs, 
of aftection. For there be ſome few, who well-wing'd 
with natural abilities, and moral vertues, become Crea- 
tures of a middle Region, and delight not with the Ant, 
and Mole, the covetous, and more ſenſual ſort of Men, 


of many, by reaſon of the defte& of Organs, or general | 


formerly ſpoken of; to dig and delve,and crawle upon 


1helſe high ſoaring Larks may feem at the firſt yiew to| 
be tree from the_danger of our Fowler, did not experi-! 
ence and example (hew us them taken 1n her day-nets, \ 


Glaſs of honour. þ 
Oh Naman, bleſſed waſt thon in thy Bodies ficknels, 
becaule the occaſion of thy «onls health. The mercies 
ot the Lord never go lingle, or alone, Behold Twins: , 
The Prophet undertakes thy-Body,the Lord heales both, 
and makes thy liberality,, and valour-ihine more; {plen- | 


dently, as being fixed in,the higheſt Sphear, Religion : | 
Eliſha's God, Jehovah, being. now preferr'd before thy Verſe 17. 
\Kings, thy Nations [dollts; and the dirt of 7/reel petiti- 


oned for, yea, more eſteemed, than the Gold of: Syria. 
Yet the Lord hath a few: things againſt /thee, and this 
{trumpet the World, hath .given thee a blemiſh at part- 
ing: witneſs the' record/-tranſcribed from thy' mouth, 


the Earth; to live to feed upon her guilded entrailes. | 


whiÞſt they ſtoop at her ever turning and falſely (hining | 


wherein thou coyeted[t; (which agrrayates rhy-oftence.) 
not the conferring, but the gontinuation-of. mundane ho: 
nours, by a diſpenſatian,;to be preſent. at: Idolatrous ſor- 
vice. The Prophet prayed-for thee, ag reſpecting thy In- 
fancy; and God, I doubt not; was mercifull upto hee, 
as a{centing thy. affeQion, giving thee, ether a better re- 
ſolution, or repentance unto-ab{olution. + >; +; 

My Meditations. might-now lead, me. through ſome 
thouſands of years, and bgth from. tha word of jFuth, 
as £4 from Fx oe? ne ny Ie cite: many 
Wi ers of. this-royalIdol.. I migh&porgt opt: two Þ- 
Cd worthy. Goupcallors, Nicodettwycand Goſeph 


of \4Arimatheag;who-both-were Nig Gees to, 
| 2 


| 3 Darr. Honors. | 
2 Kingy$+ 1. | 
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viour, for fear of the Jews, and loſing their terrene pre. | 
ferments. As alſo many other Rulers, and great Men, 
who the Evangeliſt taxes to have loved the praiſe of Men, 
more than the praiſe of God. But one tryal, as well as 
many, 1s ſufficient to prove the virulency of this poyſon, 
of whoſe enmity and antipathy to ſalvation the Lords 
own- words ſhall both conclude and confirm : How car 
yee believe, which receive honour one from another, and 
ſeek not the honour that cometh from God only. 

Having now laid honour in the duſt, the utmoſt date 
of her Pattent ; I ſhould proceed to ſpeak of our laſt | 
and general Enemy, Death; but that even in the chaws 
thereof, the World hath laid a fourth ambuſh, of blood- 
thirſty and perſecuting Hamans, and unbrotherly 4 ma- 
lekites, to aſſault every true Chriſtian in his peregrina- 
tion to our Heavenly Canaan. 'Of theſe therefore next 
in our Meditation. Were theSout of a Chriſtian corporeal, 
or could force bend her knees, and elevate her hands, 
with their Bodies to Idolatry ; could it determine, and 
have an end by the Sword, Gibbet, Fire, or chawes of 
wilde Beaſts: or be blaſted'and defaced by the ſcanda- 
lous reproaches of {landerous tongues : ſurely the 7ſrael 
of God had been as Sodom, and Gomorrah; a by-word, 
a nothing, withour ſucceſſion, upon the Earth. And as 
once the old World, fo it ; theſe Waters had overwhel- 
med it, theſe ſireames had gone over our Souls. They 
(even the wicked of the World ) had ſwallowed ws up 
quick, when their wrath:wwas kindled againſt us. Then| 
the proud Waters had gone over our Souls : But _ | 
be the Lord, who hath” not given us 4s @ prey to their 
Teeth; The Snare is broken; and we are eſcaped; elcaped 
did I ſay? yet (the Lord knows) many not without a F 
fall, without loſs, ſometimes of their ſtuble-works 5- fome- 
times of ſome gems, ornaments; and degrees of grace,| 
and ſpiritual comforts ; ſometimes of their good name, 
precious time, and glorious profeſſions. 5oY, 

Bleſſed Peter, as thou wert the firſt of the Apoſtles, ſo} 
the firſt of Profeſſors;\that denyed thy Maſter. Glorious 
was thy confeſſion, thou art the rh the Son of 'the] 
living God. Igaominious thy denyal, 7 know not the Man. | 


—_ 


— 
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|Oh that the apprehenſion of Death- ſhould make thee 
deny thy life / that thou ſhouldſt more fear a-Croſs,than 


fo and thy ſelf-love had maskt his beautifull Image 


| 
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value a Crown! Yea, the moſt Orient of Diadems, that 
of Martyrdome. But when the Lords: back was towards 


in thy heart, '*Þ wonder not at thy tergiverſation, .and 
counter motion, As theſe ſpiritual, defertions obſcure 
Chriſt,ſo they diſcover Man. The ſame back-friend that 
would have counſelled the Maſter, perſwades and ob- 
tains in Peter, to ſave himſelf. From what, an incarnate 
Devil? from Death? No, for who ſo will ſave this life, 
ſpall loſe it; and thus to dye, is to live for ever. What 
then cauſeth this 'excentrical motion? Surely: ſelf. ove 
which declines that Centre of all things, God, and his 
glory. This Daxghter of the Philiſtims , our flefh, rather 


be deſtroyed with the Fire of I | 
Sathan, that:Prince:of ghis World, is, an exact Tyrant; 
and therefore hath not-oply feeming rewards to inveigle 
ſome, but racks; and tortutes to compell others, to fub- 
jet ;to; his thraldome. ! Such are/ thoſe ſeveral ſorts of 
Perſecutions,, which for a time have made many of the 
Lords Worthies -to ſegk--quarter;. Peter fell not- alone, 
though as.moſt eminent, moſt-eminently;- , © +! 
Bleſſed Sgvigur, was pot.thisthe fury, the: Wolf. that 
ſcattered the-Sheep. from\.thee the-true Shepward. of our 
Souls ? -W here \were the ather. #er...þoftles, when thou 
waſt condemned: and crucified ? I. finde.none, but Fohr, 
preſent at thy/Paſſion 3'and; he'theregrather as a Brother, 
and -Kinſmag, than as a Diſciple. For fureſy had-he pro» 
teſt; thee,, thou ſhadſt not ſuffered any idnocetitly,: 
is es of thee: OI _ the wy, - 
whole faith; ad preaching, thou gaveſt. teſtimony. wit 
ſo many et Where thoſe. many.thouſands which 
'are ſaid to. believe, which they-t ves:alſo-taſtif 
, acclamatinns, . ng,-and frequent; attens 
nce ? Were' they: not: all redux'd/ to. a few,nand- as it 
were, meta1 fed into the weakeſt Sex;z a few. Wo+ 


—_—  — — —— 


F2T 


chooſing to. betray her Spouſe, her Sampſon, than ſhe, | 
and. her Fathers. Houle 3, this Cottage ot: Clay, ſhould ! 
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afar off * Sweet Jeſus! did the faith fail of rhele ocu- 
lar witneſſes, theſe Champions of thy truth? Yea, after 
thy glorious aſcenſion in the Apoſtles age, do we finde 
a Demgs 2 In- the Primitive, and 1n ſucceeding times, | 
many holy Proteffors? yea, in this our age, 'a devour 
Cranmer,' and others? Who for a time ſhrink from rhee, 
or rather from the chawes of this Devourer, this oppoſite 
to nature, this higheſt Pin of Sachans: wracks, this laſt 
and worſt 'Enemy, Death; Diſgraces, iſlanders, loſs of 
goods,.'yea, all other bodily tortures included, being but 
the attendants and degrees to this. The Devil often in 
the Church makes: his obſervation good, that skiz for 
Skin, 'yea, all that 'a Man hath, will he give for his life. 
W hat need then have we,O Lion of the Tribe of J»4 4h, 


tute of the fences reftimony, - and want- that Chriſtian 
magnautmity, thap. meaſure of grace and. faith, which! 
thole firſt Combatants enjoyed;to fly unto thy Standard, 


b 


Aga 
5 three of which! 


of" \the #ortd; Meg reimne” | ro 
abr, and! thar with coura 
and chearfulneſs; cehb Alain aridforsfer being given'by 


of our-godly zeal; and\' anger; thus 5 Love\'Wor the'worlt| 


neither | 
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neither the things that are in the World; If any Man 
love the World, the love of the Father 3s not in him; 
Know yee not that the friendſhip with this World is en- 
| ity with Gods whoſoever therefore will be a friend of 
the World, is. an enemy of God. Behold alſo a Banner, 
even that which we have vowed to fight under, | in our 
Baptiſme, even . the victorious Croſs«of Chriſt/ trium- 
phantly diſplayed by that great Chriſtian Champion St. 
Paul; who thus encourages us by this. his pious exclama- 
tion, and example; God forbid that I ſbould glory, ſave 
in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,by whom the World 
is crucified unto me,.and I unto the-World. See allo our 


Leader, the Spirit of God; which if our; faith; ſecond, 
will make us trample upon 'the fleſb, 'and all the volptu- 
ous,-and carnal deſires thereof. | For, 'if we be led of the 
Spirit, we are not wander the Law, ( viz. under the. 
curſe, irritation; and condemnation thereof), for, they 
that:are in Chriſt have crneified the 'Blefh, with the affe- 


affured: t6 us; in that it!wag-a ſpecial.end of that great 
and acceptable [acrifice. offered-ro: God by our Lord,and ' 
oreat' Captain, Jeſus Chriſt. . Who as the Apoſtle witneſ-. 


from'this. preſent-emil: World, Haſt thou ſuch; encourage- 
ments: oy Soul | On-theng and aflaule. the;:glitzering 
frot/the fordmoft batallion.of thy Enemy, Let this Ar. 


Gions and Iuſts.. Xea, this our vittory/and deliverance is | 


ſeth, gave: Himſelf for out fins, that he: might deliver us 


row,.taken out:of the Apaſtles quiver, give: him the faſt 
encoutxer.| The: loveiof Money 55. the. root of (2H enik, ' 
| Let thy-Saviours words be.atruſty.Sgput to ptevensam- 
bulhesz:1beware wf vcavetonſacſ;. Veaz et thei wittarious 
Sword: of (the $urit: give the.deadly-waand:z. he wat da- 
WR wot thieves, nor." cavetous, een ſhall inherit the 
Kingdowe of God. tA 
: Bertzbe: pi vHiſcontented. © myiSavl, nor Rain the 
of thy. Choiſtian:Vidoryy tly 4:worldly, ſadaels, as 


- 


ough'an J ; $1 poveſty .muſt:be /rhe naceflary 
daalbatenvattheſ gah@ World,aud eyes prod 


|eraſli0 No) Chriſtiaws s which: 
Worldknow'riob of 3; bor ghey TEP-orAy; ;- 
ableyroig, \Thes.ciches 6k Teidhgh Jaws, 9-5 Af, gogd 
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1 John 2 15. 


James 4. 4. 


Gala. 6. 14. 


Gala, 5. 18, 


Gala. 5. 24. 


| 


Gal. 1. 4. 


Againft Cove- 
touſneſs. | 
1 Tim. 6. 10. 


Luke 12. 13. ' 


1. Cpx- $, 19+ | 
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| 


2 Cor. 6. 10. 


Againſt ſen- 


ſual pleaſures. | 
| (its true) as it wete beſiege the Chriſtian Soul, and en- 


2 Sam. 19. 13, 


1 King. 20.33. 


| | rene Songs, but a teſpit of execution; . they ſhortly -pre-| 


"Thus theſe! wicked, and-ſubtile lults: get-- poſſeſſion. | 


Divine Meditations on ÞF aith. l 


works, 1 Tim. 6. 18. Of liberality, 2 Cor. 8. 2. The true! 
riches of grace, of glory, Luke 10.11. Kome. 9. 23. Theſe 
unvaluable treafures, God who # rich in mercy, and 
Chriſt Jeſus the Conduit of his mercies gives unto” us, 
Kom. 10. 12. 2 Cor. 8. 9, For his mercies fake, Eph.2.4. 
Sometimes immediatly by his Spirit, moſt-frequently,me- 
diatly by his Miniſters. Yet,not without this Spirit. Who 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, though poor in the efteem of Men, 
yet make many rich.' Thanks be to God for' theſe his in- 
comparable gifts. Tort; 

The next Troop of the Worlds Power, that faith pro- 
ceeds to encounter. with, 1s led by: voluptuouſneſs. Theſe 


compaſs-it. And 1t at anytime by her pious force, ſhe| 
break thorow, and diſcomfit their thickeſt rancks, even 
then, by asking quarter, they oft-times obtain vittory, 
crying out unto the zealous and/Juſt-deſtroying Warriour, 
as once the Tribe.ot - Judah ito David z. thou art neer. of 
Kin unto us; and.as David to Amaſa, 'thou art of my 
Bone, and of my Fleſh; and\with the: Syrian Kingguuthy| 
Brother ZBerhadad:-* FT heretore ſpare us, let us live, ibe-. 
hold' we are the delight of thine Eyes, the: Miſtreſſes- of 
thy. Ear, the darlings of thy Pallate, 'the«.Paramours of 
thy touch, the perfumes of thy«Noſtrils: «Ne: are linckt 
in conſanguinity with thy natare, age; wr 
calling. We are thy beloved;cthy. lite,the tite/of-thy life, 
thy boſome' companions. Thus, if :theycgain by theſe ſy-. 


ſume-r6-become Counſellors, adviſing 4wthe words of | 
the Preacher; Rejayce O young Manta thy youth; and 
tet thy "Heart. cheer thee 31 the days of thy! youth; and 

walk in\the ways of thine. Heart, and-in the ſight of thine|' 
Eyes. 03) 5 $88 564.) 


\ 
, 


Bur*'doth ' the fairhfull! Champion here! want: of 
ſtrength, or Weapons? + No,>animated: with divine: 


ith, ' and 'ojakes bis Enemics feelithe edg t| 
Sword; which-they: even froly woundedohim with 5:cwit. 
But know thou," for \a#.theſe things;God-nilll . bring: thet|- 
; Y | IS 2 io to 
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Divine Meditations on F aith. 
to Judgment. Yea, he further adds, inverting the words 
of the-Prophet,- ſhould 71 let go out of my hand, you that 
God hath appointed to utter deſtru@ion ; my life ſhould 
go for your life + for that ſhe, or whoſoever elfe, lives 
in pleaſure, are dead whilſt they live; yea, in'thgir e- 
ſtates, as well as in their Souls. So witneſles the wiſe 
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[1 King.20.42. | 


1 Tim. $. 6. 


Man 3. He that loveth pleaſure ſhall be' a Beggar, and that 
ſpiritually, as well as temporally 3 the . good Seed being 
choked therewith. Further, as 7ſrael to Adonibezech, 
ſo the Chriſtian Victor, as it were; cuts off the Fingers, 
and Toes, the: ſpeed and power of his concupiſcence ; 
by inſtancing the'multitudes of Gods own People, that 
were overthrown in the Wilderneſs, which were for our 
example, as the'Apoltle ſpeaks, to the intent, that we 
ſhould not luſt after evil things, as they allo luſted; by 


repentance of wiſe King Solomon. Who having enjoyed 
not only' a common, 'but' an experimental and moral uſe 
of all the delights of the Sons of Men, yet condemns 
them all as vile, 'und nothing worth; vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity\and vexation of ſpirit. Laſtly, by fore-ſee- 
ing-the evil;"\and unſeparable conſequents, and Copel- 
mares. of inordinate delights, by the Apoſtle St. James 
his light, (vis. ) wantonneſs, riotouſneſs, and cruelty. 
To conclude, every true Chriſtian-Warriour is uncon- 
querable ; as being intrenched, and fortified within the 
promiſes of omnipotency it ſelf. Who thus aſſures us, 
that they that walk in the'Spirit, ſhall not fulfill (that 
is, ſhall not'be- overcome 'by, or yield to, ) the luſts of 
the Bleſp. ob ed. {uE 
ud Laodiceai, 'fome lack-warm Profeſſor, will 
perhaps figh ;\ and with® Lof's Wife, be ready to look 


complaining that Chriſtians ( by reafon of ſo rigorous a 
ition)-are'of all Met moſt miſerable; ahd(as the 

orld eſteems'them) a fad ſtoicat'and melacholy ge- 
| neration: of Men. «ſhach mount their Meditations} 
with holy David,”"and they*Thalt enjoy with him 4 Hea- 
ven upon Earth: | Witnefs'this his teſtimony, \dnd_affu- 


» 


calling to remembrance the recantation, judgment and | 


back' towards their pleaſures, the Sodom of this World ; | 


Prov. 21s'19. 
Luke 8, 14. 


Ecclef, 2. 10. 


Eccleſ. 1. 2- 
Ecclef. 2, 11+ 


James s. 5 


| 
Gala. 5. 16. 


0bjed. 
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Pſal. 16. 11. 


Pſal. 36. 7. 


Verſe 8, 


Verſe 9. 


Againtt Honor. 


Mat. 4. 9. 
Numb, 22.17. 


Heb. 11 24. 


Dan. 3. 6. 


{Luke 1.$1,82. 


| Iſa, 28, 10. 
Jam. 4. 6. 


Jia. 33: 14. 
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Divine Meditations on Þ aith. 

Thou wilt ſhew me the way of life; in thy preſence is ful. 
neſs of joy; at thy right hand are pleaſtres for evermore.. 
My Soul here cloſes up this ſecond tryuſaph, with a gra-' 
tulatory Hymn of that bleſſed Pſalmilt, How excellent | 
is thy loving kindneſs O God ! therefore the Children of 
Men. put their truſt in the ſhadow of thy Wings: They 
ſhall be abundantly ſatisfyed with the fatneſs of thy 
Houſe, thou ſhalt make them drink, of the Rivers. of thy 
pleaſures; For with thee is the Fountain of life, in thy 
light ſhall we ſee light.” _. 

The Worlds third; $quadren, viz. Mundane honours, 
renews. and continues the Fight, with which the chief 
General, Sathan,' lays ambuſhes on the right hand, by 
glorious Viſions -and Dreams of Signiories, with large 
promilſes of rule and: dominion 5 'tempting us,as once.our 


| 


Saviour, 4ll theſe things will I give thee:-.and as he did 


Balaam in the mouth of Balack;,T will Promote thee unto | 
very great honour... On the left hand, he aſſaults us by | 


threatning, as alſo actual diyelſting3 and degrading us 
'of our hereditary, or acquired. titles, and. prefetments. 


rather to-ſuffer afftiFion with the Childrex of God. 'S0 
alſo to, Daxzel and. the Three Children, who were depri- 
ved for a time of their Principalities, for their refra&0- 
rineſs ro Idolatry. In defence againſt the/firſt aſſault, the 
pious Chriſtian marching under Chriſts xoyal Standard, 
victoriouſly oppoſes his Shield of faith, with. which,:aad 
the Sword of the Spirit, be diforders and-puts to flight 
his Enemies; reverberating, and expulſing Sathans tem- 
ptations, with the blefled Virgins Anthewez: God'ifeat- 
tereth the proud in'the imaginations of their hearts; :an: 


of low degree. With the curſe of the holy'Propher 
Victory, with that holy Maxime of St. James, God reſi 


with everlaſting burting® It'-the Lord.\ condemns, who 


God includeth ambition, which [eſſentially differs nor, 


pulls down the mighty. from their Seates,and exalts thens | 
iſaiah,Woe to the Crown of Tride, Yea,he concludes the 
the proud. Now, who: amongſt: #3 ſhall.:he «ble to rehfel 
ean juſtify * In pride, in all theſe places, the Spirit of| 


So he did to Aoſes. Who as:the Apoltle witnefles, refus | 
ſed ta be called the Son of Pharaohs Daughter; chooſing | 
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{ 


being | 


a. Sonete 
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being connatural, and. concomitant with her. 

As for the temptation on the left[hand, the loſs of 
any temporal. dignities: : The valiant Chriſtian poyſes 
them with-the glorious promiſes of Gods faithfull word, 
whereby Judging of their lightneſs, he concurs with holy 
David, that ſarely Men of low degree are vanity, and 
Men of high degree are a lyze;\ to be laid in the Ballance, 
they are altogether lighter than vanity. And therefore re- 


turns this op. the like counter-buff.:; Get thee behind me 


that which is not in thy power. The haires of my Head| 
are numbred, the Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich ; he 
bringeth low ,,. and lifteth\'up. But, lay. the Lord ſhould 
ſuffer thee, as he did in Job, to be the Inſtrument of my 
debaſement z I will kiſs Gods Rod, even in thy hand, 
and ſay with that holy Man, The: Lard hath given, and 
the Lord hath taken; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord: 
and with that tryumphing,Apoſtle, In. all theſe things ' 
(viz. diſgraces, and loſles, ,bt what kinde ſoever) 1 am 
more than a Conqueronr, through Chriſt. that loved me : 

For what things were gaip to me,” thoſe I count loſs for 
Chriſt; yea dowbtleſs, I count all things but loſs, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſws,my Lord ; 
for whom I will ſuffenthe loſs of all things, accounting 
them but dung, that I may win Chriſt. _ 

The higheſt favours of Princes ,- from whom flow 
Earthly dignities, are but ſhadowes of true honour. Sha - 
dowes; for they weakly expreſs them, and vaniſh when 
their Sun is ſet, or clouded. 'He that pours contempt up- 
on. Princes, commands me not to rely upon them; Pt 
not" your. truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in 
whogs there 5s no help. ( If not in them, much, leſs in 
their gifts.) For i= that very day (in an inſtant }) they, 
their gifts, and thoxghts periſh. My happmels is a. better 
hope. My hpnour is more ſurely fixt, than by Man, or 
Devil,to be extirpated,;or extinguiſhr. Carr all thy power, 
O Enemy of Man,: fruſtrate-my EleQion, whereby from 
Eternity, I am enroll'd a Peer of Heaven? Can all thy 
policy, of force; dim the ſplendour, . or annihulate- that 
title of being celled, and truly 44opted the Son of God? 


| 53.8 K k 2 


Canſt 


Pal, 62, IO,s 


Sathan, for I value not thy threats, ſince thou boaſts of ; Mar, 10, 30, 


1 Sam. 2. 7. 


Job 1, 22, 


Rom, 8. 37. 


Phil. 3.9, 


Verſe8. 


Pſal. 199. 40% 
Pſal. 146. 3, 


Verſe 4- 


Verſe $- 


128 | Divine Meditations on Faith. | 
Wy Canſt thou diſrobe me of my honourable red and white 
Garments of Juſtification, and Sanctification, in my Sa- 
/ |]viour? O Father of lyes, canft thou turn 'hght mto dark. 
2 Tim. 4.8. | neſs, and truth into falſhood ? Deprive me of my Crown, 
and nullify theſe glorious and inftallible:!promiſes? Fear 
Luke 12. 32- | oft my little Flock, it is your Fathers will to give you 
1 Sam. 2.30. | 4 Kingdome. Thoſe that honour me, IT will honouv.". If 
Joln 12. 26. | aty Man ſerve me, hint will my Father honour : Glo 
Rom. 2.10. | and honour, and peace to every one that worketh good : 
[ am aſſured, and conclude thou canſt not. 'And there- 
fore I trample under foot, thy power, and vilify thine 
and the Worlds menaces, and offers, as believing in the 
- Rom. 8. 38. | royal might and' truth of my Saviour; That neither life, 
nor death, nor Angels, Principalities, Powers, nor things 
preſent, nor things to come, ſhall be able to ſeparate me 
Verſe 39, | from the love of Godbwhich is in Chriſt {9 4, my Lord. 
Having thus roated, and difcomfitted the Wings and 
| From F/<-| firſt Squadrons of 'the Enery's we muſt not reſt here ; 
| lofing both our hopes,and advantage. A Chriftians whole | 
life we have heard is a contirmed' warfare.'"To hve anto 
the Lord, and by ſelf-denyal; to overcome former tem- 
ptations, is\a happy progreſs* towards our Vidory.. But |. 
to perſevere to the end, to dye for/the Lord, is the con- 
clution; the Crown, the tryamplr of the Chriſtian. By 
how much the Enemy is more powerfull, and terrible; 
by ſo much is the ſervice more honourable, and the con- 
queſt more glorious. This laſt Phalanx of the Worlds 
force (Perſecutions”) are her Janizaries, her Pretorian 
bands, her Jaſt refuge, in whom ſhe puts her chiefeſt con- 
fidence; led and marſhalled by Sathans Lieutenant: Ge- 
nera}, deſcribed and ſet forth in the Revelations; by him| 
riding upon a red Horſe, deſirvying the fourth part of #he 
World'; who may be alſo, (as exprefling its mortal ef 
figuratively called Death, whom Hell. it ſelf follows 
and attends, - *' 0501 Ss . 
Well, is this the laſt and ſtrongeſt of our- worldly ad-}| 
verſaries? Yea, have they begun already? or will they 
 ſhortly;certainly afſfult usz and notwithſtanding our for: 
| mer Frophies, contend with' us for our Palme? For all, 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſw, muſt ſuffer perſecu-' 

| | tions, 
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| redlion. Are we hated by the World ? It is the ſureſt 


mark of our Election, by God. So the word of truth; 
Becauſe yee are not of this World, but T have choſen you 
| out of the World, therefore the World hates you. Have 
| we mourning here ? It uthers in, yea, accompanies, an un- 
{ utterable, and infeparable joy. Yee ſhall be ſorrowfull, 
ſaith our Saviour, but your ſorrow ſhall be turned into 
lien and your joy ſhall no Man take from yon. Yea, do 
we ſo far utter tor well doing, that we are delivered 
over to Death, as Malefactors ? Remember, we are not 


without a companion 1n our ſufferings: our bleſſed Sa- 


" was Crucifyed, and reckoned amongſt the Tranſ-| 


greſſors; Now the Servant is not greater than the Lord ; 
| if they have perſecuted him, they will alſo perſecute you. 
[To conclude, it we be conformable to Chriſt, in his 
[Death, we ſhall al!o be hke him in his Reſurre&tion ; we 
hall have a change, rather than a loſs. For, He that 
| loſeth his life for his ſake, ſhall finde it, (viz. ) Immor- 
tality, which 1s only the true life. This 3s a faithfull ſay- 
ing, If we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with him: 
If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him; if we deny 
him, he will alſo deny us. Thus then have I made good 
my propoſition, that this is the ViFory that overcomes 
the World, even our Faith. Thanks be unto God,' who 

gives ws the Vidory, through our Lord Jeſys. | 
Blefled Saviour, and Soveraign! Now I am aſſured 
that thou art a Rock, upon which Man being built by 
faith, becomes impregnable; ſo high, that he is far a- 
bove Honours battery; ſo ſtrong, as not to be taken by 
the aſſaults of bloody Perſecutions;z ſo firm, as not to 
be betrayed by covetouſneſs, nor undermined by volup- 
tuouſneſs. The Siege of Troy, one of the longeſt we 
read of, continued but ten years, and then ſhe was bu- 
ryed in her aſhes; whereas the Chriſtians, laſts a life, an 
age, and even then aſcends a tryumphant Throne of 
Glory, apon the Necks of his agen "_ Chriſti- 
| ans 
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Heb, I1.35, 


Joh. 15.19. 


John 15.20, 


Verſe 22, 


John 15. 


}3 
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Luke 19, 33. 


2 Tim. 2.11, 
12, 


I Joh. s. 4. 
i Eor. 15. 57, 


Contemplation, 


| 
| 


| 
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| 


Over Death. 
I GOr. 15: 25. 


Exod. 4. 4. 


1 Cor, 15, $5 


2 Kings 4 40» 


Exod, 15. 23- 
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ans lite 15 41 Book of the Battels of the Lord. thou being 
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Glory. 

The laſt Enemy that is to be deſtroyed, is Death, Caith 
the Apoltlez ſo in thele Meditations, But why a double, 
death to death? Hath not the Martyrs Sword mortally | 
wounded this Serpent ? Yes, but yet he hilles (till. And 
therctore I-{t he may fright the teartull, we will add 
more wounds, that ſo the weakeſt Chriſtian may with 
Moſes,take this Serpent into his hand. Yea more (which 
is the Miracle) 7t ſhall become a Staff; an aſſiſtant in his; 
Heavenly Journey, As there 1s a violent, and enforced 
death, ſuch is Martyrdome; fo there 1s a natural, and 
timely diflolution. In the one, we dye-in, and for the 
Lerd, as hath been ſhewed 3 in this other, we'dye in,and | 
to the Lord; the one 1s ordinary, the other 1s extraordi-| 
nary z the one common, the other. particular; with both 
thete Heads, our ' Enemy Death playes the Tyrant, and 
Sin the Executioner. The Sting of Death is'Sin. | 

'Tis an Obſervation, that things common,. and uni- 
verſat, are leſs admired, or feared. But what more ge- 
neral, and frequent than Death 3 what more trightfull, 
and aſtoniſhing? T his 1s the Coloquintida, that 1mbitters 
all humane pleaſures. So that oft-times the burthen of 
Man's ſweeteſt Song, is that doletull complaint of the 
Children of the Prophet, Aſors in olla,” There's Death in 
the Pot. This is the Water of Marach, which the Chil- 
dren of Men murmur to taſte of 5 which will- they, nill 
they, they muſt drink, and dye. But O my Soul, behold 
a City of refuge for thee, and all that aze Children of 
the Prophets, the 7ſrael of God : behold thy true Moſes 
haſt caſt Lignaum Vite into this Spriag of Sin, to {weeren 
thy. draught; Thy ſpiritual Eliſha hath caſt Meat _ 

en1s 


—— 


= 
| 


the Bread which cometh down from Heaven, that a Man 
MAY e4k th reof, and not dye. 
| Wouldit thou have this more illuſtrated and proved ? 
Rear then thy Champions challenge to this all. conquering 
Enemy, O Death, I will be thy death; view allo his Hof, I. 14. 
courzge before, and in the conflict, 7 thirſt; The Cup | Joh. 19.28. 
which my Father hath given me, ſhall T not drink it 2 JÞhn 18. 12. 
Again, I have a Baptiſme to be baptized with, and how ye 12. $0. 
am I ſtreightned, -untill it be accompliſht. Farther, con-! 
cerning the conflict ut felt, hear the Pſalmſt in the Per-| 
ſon ot or Saviour, The ſorrows of Death compaſt me, 
\and the pains of Hell gat hold upon me; I found trouble 
and jorrow. Laſtly, in rhe concluſion of this truth, that *4- 115: 3. 
thou mayeſ(t know that Chriſt being raiſed from the! | 
Dead, dyeth no more. Death hath no more dominion 
| over him, that he hath aboliſhed Death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light, tor thee, and all believers, 


[ 


through the Goſpel; according to the Apoſtle. Hear | 
his Conqueſt, and tryumph, firſt Proclatmed by St.-Pal, 
| Death 3s ſwallowed up in vidory; O Death where is thy 
Sting, O Grave where 3s thy ViGory # Then publiſhed, 
[and revealed by himſelf. 7 am he that liveth, and was, Rcy.1.18, 
dead; behold T ame alive for ever more, Amen: and have 

the Keys of Hell and Death. Laſtly, view his right con-| 

veighed to thee in that Jarge and royal Pattent of his | | 
Word; Whether Paul,or Apollos,or Cephas, or the World, 1 Cor. 3.22. 
or Life, or Death, or things preſent, or things to come, 
all are yours, and yee are Chriſts, and Chrift js Gods 
Again, God ſhall 'wipe away all tears from your Eyes,| Rev, 21.4: 
and there ſhall be no more Death, neither ſorrows, nor 
crying; neither ſhall there be any more pain, for the for- 
mer things are paſSed away- 

Having thus ſtrongly, under the royal Standard of 
Chriſt J<clus, antrencht thy ſelf {O my Soul againſt 
this mortal, and heart-torturing adverſary; Let thy faith, 
placed even upon the Platform of fanCtified reafon, wait 
for to make a challenge to the {touteſt aflailants. of the 
| L1 2 Ene- 
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| Enemy. The van-curriers, of whom 1s tear, and its con- 
| cComitants. Pompa mortis ( ſaith one well ) magzs terret, 
| quart mors ipſa. Againlt thele Light-Horſemen, diſcharge 
| this murdering piece of the Apoltles; Foraſmuch 3s the 
| Children are partakers of fleſh and blood,Chriſt alſo bim- 
ſelf took part of the ſame, that through Death, he might 
deſtroy him, that had the power of Death; that 3s, the 
Devil. And deliver them, who through fear of Death, 
were all their life time ſubje# unto bondage. Examples 
ot worthies, inviſibly conveighs courage, into magnant- 
mous mindes : wherefore, if tear renew its force,and re- 
| aſlault theez interpole, as a ſtrong Barracado, the eja- 
| culation of dying Jacob. O Lord, FT; wait for thy ſalua- 
tion. The Meditation of patient Job, All the days of my, 
appointed time will 1 wait, untill my change come. The 
tcrvent ſupplication of devout Parl,whoſe deſire was to 
depart, and to be with Chriſt. 
The next aſlaylant and afhſtant of Death, is grief to 
| part with things of this life. The beauty, goodneſs, and 
loveof a Wife: The youth, numerouſneſs, and hopeful- 
[#513 of Childrenz The fidelity, afteftion, and ſociety of. 
| 


| 


triends; The hundreds,thouſands, yea Ingots of treaſure, 
now to be left; together,with all the pleaſures, honours, | 
and pomp of the World; being as ſo many arrowes to 
pierce thorow, with ſorrow, the heart of the natural Man; 
ſo many racks to his diſtracted, Soul; yea,ſo many deaths 
in Death, if we reſpett its inforc'd diſunion. But the 


— 


| devout Soul, having' not only a natural, but a ſuperna- 


tural affection, hath, if ever, then the ſpirit of Heavenly 
wiſdome, and ſpiritual diſcerning, concerning things that 
difter. And therefore willingly,chearfully,and reſolutely, 
with Mary,chooſeth the better part; forſaking her earth- 
ly Spouſe for a Heavenly; the Impes of nature, for-the 
Fruits of Grace; for her works follow her. She volunta- 
rily exchanges Earth, for Heavens even for the City o 
the ever living God, the new Jeruſalem; her Earthly al- 
| ſociates, for the beatifical viſion and preſence of the glo- 
| Tious Trinity 3 thoſe many Myriads of Angels; the gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Church of the firſt-bory, and the ſpi- 
rits of all juſt Men made perfect. As for the overplus. of 
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her treaſure, uninherited, (he hath, and doth take order 
by good works, as by fo many Bills of Exchange, for the 
receipt of them above; herein obeying the precept and 
| counſel of our Saviour, to lay wp treaſure in Heaven. 
Laſtly, a Sceptre 1s not a Bar, neither doth the maſly 
weight of a Crown, nor felicity of terrene things, depreſs 
the high-ſoaring affections of this Chriſtian Soul. King 


Houſe of God, than to dwell in the Tents of wickedneſs. 
Neither 1s there fear of Joſs, where it is The Fathers will 
to give; a Kingdome. For, The Lord God is a Sun, and 
a Shield: the Lord will give grace and glory, no good 
thing will "he with-hold from them that walk uprightly. 
0 Lord of Hoſts,bleſſed is the Man that truſteth in thee. 

Man being a compolitum, a ſenſible Creature, is na- 


TT — 


ouſly an abhorror of ſeparation. Hence a third fearfull, 
and violent aſlault of Death; ſo powerfull and preva- 
lent, that it hath brought the ſtrongeſt of Gods W arri- 
ours upon their knees, and to a marvyailous aſtoniſhment. 
Hence (as ſome 1nterpret) the reiterated and ſtrong cries, 
the wonderfull and bloody ſweat of our great General, 
Chriſt Jeſus. but becauſe his apprehenſion and ſuffering 
are myſterious, unconceivable, and extraordinary; fee 
the conflict,and hear the complaint of a dying fick Man, 
Holy, therefore truly royal, Hezechiah. 7 ſhall go, ſaith 
be, to the Gates of the Grave, T am deprived of the re- 
ſidue of my gears; I ſhall behold Man no more, with 
the Inhabitant? of the World; Ggd will cut me off with 
\ | pining ſickneſs, from Day even to Night, wilt thou make 
an ena of me. I reckoned till Morning, that as 4 Lion, 
ſo will he break all my Bones. Like a Crane or Swallow, 
ſo'did I chatter,T did mourn as a Dove, | might turther 
inſtance here the mournfull Lamentation ot Job and 
David, upon the like occafion. But what need FI, when 
every one of us in our healths, can witneſs, that in our 
Meditation of our.diffolution, we have often felt ftrong 
fits of this dead Palſey : I will therefore haft tothe Al. 
lay, cr Antidote them. | 3 

O my Soul, I confeſs I have undegtaken a hard tack, 
| ' Mm to 


David's choice 1s hers, rather, To be a Door-keeper in the Plal. 34.10. 


Mat. 6. 20. 


Luke 12. 32. | 


Pſal. 84. 11, 


Verſe I'2, 


turally deeply apprehenſive of pain; therefore impetu:- | 
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to periwade againlt Natures preſcription, and ſence. For, 
what more univerſal, more common, more nece{[ary, 
and therefore more natural, than the marriage of Soul 
and Body? What amity more ancient, or more diffu-. 
five, than this, betwixt theſe two friends? Yea, what 
 exprefles | the glory, and regal Power of the one; whar 
gives an ative beeing, and hvely exiltence to the other, 
but this mutual communion, and efiectual union. Nei-! 
ther wants there negative arguments, to diſheartea, and 
weigh thee down, my Soul, in this thy Eagle-like flight, 
as being the unwelcome concomitants, tearfull conſe-' 
quents, and direfull defects, of this unwilling ſeparation. | 
Ele 12, | SuCh the darkning of the Sun, Moon, Light and Stars | 
| C I mean the Eyes; ) the obſcuring of thoſe that look, 
Verſe 3, out of the Windows, viz. the receding of the Soul, by | 
reaſon of the debility of the optick Nerves, as the holy 
Ghoſt -elegantly expreſſes; ſuch the palſyneſs of our 
hands, the keepers of our houſe of Clay ; the weakneſs 
verſe j, | and binding of the Legges, the ſtrong guard thereof 3 
: the want ot motion in the Teeth, rhe mills and grizders 
of our food; ſuch the bringing low of the Daughters of 
' Muſick, by deafneſs in the Eares, and hollownels of 
voice; ſuch thy many and preſent tears, equal (if thou; 
beeſt ancient ) unto thy gray haires, white like the bloſ-' 
ſoming Almond-Tree; I he loſing of the (ilver Cord (viz.)|. 
the evaporating of the natural, and vital Spirits, the dry- 
ing up the marrow, and the relaxing of the Nerves, and 
finews, the ligaments of the Bones; ſuch the breaking of | 
the golden Bowle, Pitcher, or Wheele, at the Fountain, or 
Ciſtern, viz. the rending in two of the heart4tring, thoſe 
laſt pangs, diſabling it to force the- blood (extracted 
from the Liver, as being the Fountain.) into the Veins; 
and to perform its circular motion. But all theſe are but 
the aflociates, and ſymptomes of Death ; the followers, 
they are far more terrible, and diſtractive; ſuch are the 
dro of life : the Pallace of the Soul, being now a 
ungeon of corruption, | the pale hue of the Face, and} 
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Veile 6. 


Body, the breathleſs Carcaſs, now, as it were, mourning: 
for her Spouſes departure. Such .the ſtrange deadnel 
of the late ſparklipg Eyes,yellowed now like unto atallen 

Star, | 
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| Divine Meditations on F ith. 
Star. To conclude the whole Microcoſme of the Body 
[deprived of her created light, and of that Spirit, that 
| moved in her, and informed her, the Soul, becomes no- 
thing leſs than a motionleſs lump, an obſcure, and de- 
'formed Chaos. | | 
' Thee conſiderations, O my Soul / at the firſt fight, 1 
confeſs, render Death a terrible Goliah; before whom, 
| ' moſt of the Armies of 7/rael turn their backs. Yet do 
| ' not thou fear; for a ſtone, or two, choſen, and taken 
' out of thoſe running, and pure ſtreams, of Gods Word, 
| from that Rock hewen out without hands, ſhall from 
'the Sling of every faithfull David, not only pierce his! 
' forehead, but alſo ſwallow up, terminate, and intombe 
| | Death in death. Is thy ſick-Bed, through the fury of 
| 'this adverſary, as full of torture, as the hot jrves Pond 
( Gricingy of holy Lawrence ? yet ſuch a Metamorphoſis : 
| 
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will thy high-ſoaring Contemplations, and the power of 
faith work in thee, that the full ſence, and influx of 
Heavenly joyes, and raptures, ſhall make thee ſenſeleſs 
of thy pains, and ſufferings. Thy feavouriſh fits being 
| but Eliah's Chariot, thy cold ſweats, but thy paſſage 
through Jordan, into the Heayenly Canaan. Haſt thou 
not ſeen a fierce flame 1n thy Chimny ſuddenly to damp | 
and recoyle, when the Sun ſhines full upon it? Did any 
f Conqueror feel, or regard his wounds, when about to 
aſcend his tryumphal Chariot? And can the weak blaze | 
of Deaths conſumption,out-vie the. ſhining of Gods face, | 
and: not be ſwallowed up of glory? Can Deaths wounds | 
be felt in the neer apprehenſion, nay, fruition of Immor- ! 
tality?- Surely no. Thou mayeſt (as being in nature ) 
mourn. a day or two with Mary, but when thy Chrilt| 
approaches thus neer, doubtleſs thou -wilt forget thy 
. |grief, and run, not out of thy Doors, but out of thy 
Body, 'to meet him, Swan-like, ſinging with David ;; __ 7 
As the Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, ſo panteth "a 
my Soul after thee, O God : my Soul thirſteth for God, | 
for the living God, when ſhall 1 come and appear before | 
God £ | 
Wherefore. O-my Soul, or whoſoever thou art that | 97 71577 =" 


| eunfort in th2 
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readeſt.theſe Meditations, amid(t thy great pangs (as the, x./urredim. -+ 
m 2 Apoſtle| 5 | 
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Apoſtle exhorts) Look unto, yea follow the' example of | 
Jeſws, the Author and finiſher of thy Faith; who for the 


joy that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing 


the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
I hrone of God. Where aJlo we ſhall fit together with him 
and be then perfe#ly changed into the ſame Image, from 
glory to glory. Thus reckoning that the ſufferings of this 
preſent life. ( even Death it ſelf ) are zot worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in ws. Let 
us not faint, for though our, outward Man periſh, yet let 
our inward Man be renewed Day by Day, berng confi- 


2 Cor. 4. 16. 
Veiſe 17. 


| 


| 


Verſe 18. 


| 


| dent, that our light affiiFion, which is but for a moment, 


worketh for us a far more exceeding weight of Glory. 
Looking (as hath been ſhewed ) not at the things that 
are ſeen, but at the things that are not ſeen : for the 
things which are ſeen; are temporal, but the things which 


are not ſeen are Eternal. 
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| Heh. 13, 
| Plal. 48. 
| 

Plal. 68, 
' Johns, 2 


John 6. 58, 


Phil. 1. 
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I Cor. 15. $5+ 
Luke 20. 36. 


Rom. 6. 5. 


| 


Dread not then O my Darling, this Lion. Is not he 
| faithtull who hath, promiſed, that he will never leave 
thee, nor forſake thee © That he will be thy guide, even 
unto Death Or doit thou doubt his Power, to whom 
belongs the iſſues'from Death © and at whoſe voice all, 
that are in the Graves (hall come forth? Behold a Tree 
of Life, indeed the ſpiritual Manna, which, do but feed 
on, by faith, and thou ſhalt not dye; For, He that eateth 
this Bread ſhall live for ever. Was it with bleſſed Paul, 
to live,Chriſt; and to dye,is gain; and ſhall thy cowardiſe 
and recoyling infinuate, and imply a loſs? No, let: ſuch 
thoughts (as Impes of Sin) firſt dye, yea, be annihilated, 
ſince every true Believer is aſſured of a glorious change, 
and an ineffable rewards; Corruption putting on incor. 
ruption, and mortality immortality; we dying no more, | 
bat being made equal to the Angels: For, as we have 
been planted together in the likeneſs of Chriſts death, ſo 
ſhall we be alſo in the likeneſs of bis Reſurre@ion. Did 
many Worthies under. the thunder of the: Law, and in 


Heb. 11, 35, 


the twilight of the Goſpel, as the Apoſtle witneſſes, un- 
| dergo, the exquiſiteſt tortares, not accepting deliverance, 
| ; S206 

that they* might obtain a better ReſurreFion? And ſhall 
we in this open day, and Evangelical Revelation, when 


by 
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by faith, like Stephen, we behold our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſtanding at the right hand of God, ready to receive us, 
and having as he promiſed, taken poſſeſſion, and prepa- 
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red a place for us, ſtand back, like Saul? And being 
neer our Cororation, ſeek ſtill to hide our ſelves under 
the rubbiſh ot our Earthly Tabernacles? No, what was 
humility in him, will be eſteemed ſhamefull,and diſtruſt- 
full puſillanimity 1n us; yea, which is worſe, diſobedi- 
ence to the Almighties ſummons. Let the wicked hang 
down their heads, and cry to the Mountains,and Rocks, 
to cover them,but let all of us that have obtained grace, 
be faithfull, be faithfull unto the death, and he ſhall 
give ws a Crown of Life lifting up our heads, becauſe 
the time of- our redemption dr#ws neer; even that da 
of recompence, when the Lord ſhall ſay, well doxe good 
and faithfull Servant, enter into thy Maſters joy. Not 
it into 5, becauſe not enough capable, but we into zt, 


that {o we may be, as It were ſwallowed up In that in- 


finite Ocean of Glory. 

What though the Soul and Body have been unſepa- 
rable friends, contemporaries in life * and being, aſloci- 
ates in joy, ſympathiſers in ſorrow z two in nature, one 
in affetion; Do we not read of Jeff, and his Darling 
David ? Of an Eliab, and his beloved Fliſha £ Of an 
Hanna, and her long deſired Samnel £ Of a Mordecai, 
and his entirely affected Heſher ? All which cheerfully 
conſented to a diſunion,and ſeparation; that ſo the con- 
jundtion of hearts, might appear inviolable; which ſeeks 
not ſo much the preſence,as the happineſs of each other. 
And ſhall thy Soul O Earth, be ſummoned not #o play 
«gl a mortal King, as David before Saul, but to ſing 
the Song of the Lamb; even ſpiritual Hymns, before the 
Throne of Glory ? Not to ſerve before the Arke, 2s 8a- 
muel, or to be the Paramonr of an Aſſyrian Monarch, 
& Eſther, but to be raviſht up with Eliah, and Paul, into 
Paradiſe? To be the Eternal Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to behold the ſplendour of God, not vailed, and in 
4 type, as under the Law; but face to face, as being 
changed into the ſame Image, from glory to glory ? hal 
tt I ſay be ſeat for by Gody, Sergeant, and' thy Servant 
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LLoke 2: 29. 
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Luke 20. 35. 


Phil, 3. 21, 
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|{oned, bur heightned, may approve thee: according to 


| everlaſting; communion with God. To conclude,O Man, 


-+=| ment, my Soul recoyles again, not-daring to peep out of: 
 : | ber:earthly-Cabbini For | 


| viour;at'the righthadd' of his Father 3 Ar which'we ft 
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Death, once - unprofitable, as 0eſems to Philemon, but! 
now moſt profitable to thee, and all Saints 3 and wilt 
thou delay and be unwilling to part? intreating with the; 
Levites Father-in-Law , for one Day, nay one Moneth, ; 
or one Year longer? exile, from thy Heavenly home, | 
thy- Crown of Glory ? | 

Q let ſuch unwiſe, and ſuch unthrifty prorogations, be 
far from-thy thoughts, farther from rhy practiſe. Rather 
let both Soul and Body unanimowully fing the Song of 
Simeon, and: figh out the vote of Paul, crying out. Oh 
how we deſire to be diſſolved. That thy incompleat ho-! 
lineſs(O 'my Soul) might be perfected,.and become com- 
pleat, glory. That thy faculties being not only unimpri- | 


thy Saviours promiſe; like, yea,equal unto the Angels in 
all Apiritual' excellencies, and Heavenly Prerogatives, | 
Again, how/do I defire { O tintull corrupted and mortal | 
lump of: Clay )/ thy! reduftion into thy firſt Atoms, and | 
matrer, that ſo ſin which hath poſleſt, and accurſt thee, ! 
may dye, -atid be intomb'd with thee, as having no lon-| 
ger work:or: nouriſhment in thee. That Heavens great 
Chymilt, the'omnipotent 'Spirit of God, may cheriſh, en- | 
cucle 'andibbver over thee, ( as once upon the Waters )' 
ſeparating the pure;'from the impure : and producing, a 
bedy ſpotleſs, perfect, and immortal, even like #xto the 
glorious ' Body of thy Saviour. That ſo being made a 
proportionable, and capable Pallace for thy Soul, thou 
maye(t enjoy  an-eternal reunion with itz and both, an 


Death-is a-neceflury, abſolute, and unchangable decree: 
of God.''Theretore it is thy wiſdome to make it vol. 
tary, For, 7t is appointed unto Men once to. dye, Cath þ 
the Apoſtle; and then \comes the Judgment; Comes the 
jadgmede did [ ſay? at the mention of this Ford july 


or the kh6ws, that this general'AF 
fize- is an*uadoubted'trath, 'an Article of her'Creed, ah} 
nexed to that'of the'Aſtentition, and Seffion of our 'Sx- 
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when we firſt entre" upon whe three Offices vfbur'Lord.' 
fin! 1 


my And' 


OS 


Servants. For there, as my Meditations muſt ceaſe, be- 
cauſe faith ſhall be then fruition, ſo alſo the Kingdome 
' of Grace and Mediatorſhip ſhall determine, according to 
that of the Apoſtle, Thez cometh the end, when be ſhall 
' have delivered up the Kingdome to God,even the Father ;, | 


[This being his total victory, and deſtruftion of all his 
corporal, and fpiritual Enemies, his Day. of Tryumph, 
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on Faith. 
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And rhereture now it hely, and in order comes, to. be the 
practical object of our faiths as being alſo the laſt at of 
our Saviours Kingly Office, in the Kingdome of Grace, 


reward, and recompence to. all his faithtull Saints, and 


 whewbe ſball have put down all Rule, and all Authority, 
and Power Then' ſhall the Son alſo Himſelf be ſubje# 


anto Him, that puts all things under Him, that God may 
be all in all. | 


| 


' 


| ceaſiig incits-fiery vengeance for-wanit off fuel 3'35 (ſomb- 
{times the: burnirigs:of Z152.):for the Pile thereof-5g Fire 


To: proceed then; the Chriſtian Soul being about to 
take her} Heavenly: flight,: upon the apprehenhion of her 
particular,' together with 'the:General Judgment, ſtarts 
back, and trembling with a ſudden fear, thus revolves, | 
and lamentsz Alas, why hbafte-I fo faſt. unto the dread- 
fall Tribunal of a juſt, and fin-revenging God? Am I 
not an infinite offendor, indited by Sathan, witneſſed | 
againſt, by conſcience, yea, found guilty, and, convicted | 
by ſelf-confeffion? Why flye I then fo ſpeedily to hear | 
that ſentence of condemnation, Goe yee turſed into ever- 
laſting Fire ? ' Is. not this: that terrible 1day of the Lord 
ſpoken of ? 4 Day of 'troxble, of aiſtreſs, of  wafteveſſe 
and - deſolation, a day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, of. 
Clouds,; and. thick darkneſs; The day of Battel;, the 
oreat \Day of Gods: wrath ?:1Snrely 1f it be not, it. is the | 
paraltel) the /prehudium therdob; tor, as the-Tree fails. ſo. 
it lies. \As"Death leaves, Judgment findes. Oh, how am . 
I xftoniſhed,; when/T-but think'ot the horror, and torment | 
of thar' Helliſh Topher ;: thoſe everlaſting /burnings, mert- 
ted for me by my:'fins, roomthy. enough: for Worlds of 
finners}'t For | God hat} made deep,: and large, neyer 


and! match Wood; ever : abounding, :and' continying;; in 


, I Cor, 15.24. 


its fary/and rigour of puniſhing, For'the breath' of, che 
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Iaiah 66. 24. | Lord doth kindle it. There's weeping, wailing,and gnaeſh- 
ing of Teeth. The Worme that gnaws, the Chain that en- 
thrals, the contempt that vilifies, the Fire that torments 
and burns, is without conſumption. All- which therefore 
are infinite, becauſe everlaſting 3 Juſtice requiring, that 
our deficient nature, ſhould for our infinite debt, be thus 
eternally extended. Nor is this Pena ſenſus, this poli- 
tive miſery, although endlels, eaſileſs, remedilefs, all. Is 
there not a far greater; becauſe more ſpiritual, and 1n- 
trinſical ; that Para damni, that death of the Soul; the 
baniſhment, ſeparation, and privation, of Gods bleſſed 
face; and of all hope of happineſs for ever? O the tor- 
ture of theſe premeditations! Lord, if the thoughts of 
Hell, be a Hell, what will the infliction be? Bleſt Savi- 
our, which once prayedſt to be ſaved from this hour, 4s 
being in all things tempted like xs (\in only excepted ) 
be my mereifull high Prieſt, and royal Champion, to de- 
liver me. in this hour, agg from this temptation 3 yea, 
let my faith, in this he act, and motion, be ſwift- 
eſt, and ſtrongeſt, becauſe-neereſt to thee, her Centre. 

O my Soul! have not I often ſeen one ſmall Cloud to 
hide the Sun from our Eyes? and finde 1 not it true ſpj- 
ritually alſo? that one dram of ſorrow embitters a great 
meaſilre of joy? A few doubtings, to-eclipſe, and for a: 
time, obſcure the bright beams of true believing? But 
no wonder, for this is the hour of darkneſs, therefore 
the fitteſt time for the power of darkneſs to att its part; 
Corruption, and infidelity are now to bid adieu, and to 
raiſe their Siege' from the Soul, and therefore. give the 
ſharpeſt aſſault,and battery to the Bulworks of thy faith. 
Wherefore let not thy vain fear betray the- ſuccours 
which both faith, and reaſon offer; but recolle& thy 
ſelf, and conſider, Is not thy Saviour and King, the ſame 
yeſterday, to day, and for ever? Are not his ' promiſes, 
yea, and Amen? Are'not his gifts and callings without 
repentance? Hath he loved thee, and will he' not love 
thee to the end? Hath he begun, and is be not able to 
| perfe&t? Will he even at the point, and in the heighe gf|. 
his tryumph, be overcome, in thee, one of his Members? 
Hath he made thee, yea, new-made thee? Hath he paid 

\ thy 
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Divine Medit.ntions on Faith, 
thy ranſome with his precious. heart-blood ? Yea, with 
infinite ſufferings, preſerved thee all thy. life paſt, from 
many-fold dangers and Enemies, by his gracious provi- 
dence? And will he now, to the difſhonour of, his omni- 
porency, deliver up his glory, his prize, to his expiring 
and almoſt. vanquiſht: adverſary? - O far be from thee 


pen ee — 


ſuch weak and groundleſs imaginations ! but becauſe in. | 
fidelity and temptation, are often-times deaf, and feem 
to be of proof, even againſt undeniable arguments, and 
demonſtrations, mount againſt all thy ſcruples and ti- 
morous unbeliects; the Canon of Gods word, which will 
quickly level all impediments, and through the ſtrongeſt | 
barrocadoes of Sathans ſuggeſtions, make way for a ſafe, 
a happy paſlage, and exit, to thy Soul, As an Introdudti- 
on to which, let theſe holy Lights, and examples of de- 
parting Saints be premedirated of. Such as that ſpeech 
WO: for thy ſalvation ;, ſuch 
the obedience, and chrarfwull diſſolution of thoſe two un- 


tops of the Mount, Hor, and Nebo, and dyed there; ſuch 
the cruel and voluntary Martyrdome ( though inſpired 
by an extraordinary Spirit) of valiant Sampſox; ſuch 
alſo the laſt words of royal David, He hath made with 
me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered,” and ſure, for this 
is all my ſalvation. The exprefſions alſo of Fob, Paul, 
and others, might be inſtanced; but I will conclude with 
pious Simeor's devout wilh, Lord, let thy Servant depart 
in peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. 


; Further to thy eltabliſhment,and comfort, in that day | 
when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of all Men by Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the Goſpel ; confider what firme' 
aſſurance thou haſt of the tavour, and how neer rela- 
tion, thou haſt.to the Perſon, of thy Judge. For herein 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, is our love made perfeTF, that we 
may bave boldneſs in the day of Judgment, becauſe as 
he is, ſo are we in this World. Is not the ſame Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that ſole, and univerſal Tribune, #9 who# 
the Father hath committed all Judgment ? and to whom 


ing that Man ' whow God hath, ordained, to judge the 
Oo 


| 


World| 


Deur. 34. $. 


Judg. 16. 30. 


2 Sam. 23. 5; | 


Luke 2. 29. 


Rom. 2. 15. 


t Johh 4-17. 


John $. 22, 


all power 4s given,both in Heaven and in Farth ? -As be-4 Mat. 28. 18. 
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OO [iworldin iehteouſneſs, even the Quick and the Dead.? 
Rom, 10. 42-|] And before whole Judgment Seat all mu ſt ſtand £ Is 
not. he, I ſay, by the witneſs of his own word, and 
Rom. 14. 10. | undeniable truth, ſo neerly allyed, and 'endeared- ro 
thee, that the ſtrongeſt tyes of nature are by him figurg- 
tively taken up to ſhadow out, rather then to tully ex-| 
preſs his indiiloluble affection? As that he 1s thy Ma- 
fter; nay, more ( O infinite love and humility ) thy ſer- 
vant; That he is thy friezd 5 yea, more ( O ineffable! 
honour and exaltation) thy brother 3 yea more, if this be 
Beb. 2. 11. | not enough, he hath azopted thee his Son, and eſteemed | 
John 1. 12. |thee,and (tiled thee his Siſter, and Mother. To conclude, | 
Luke8. 21, |leſt theſe foregoing degrees may admit of a divilion, he 
vouchſafes thee this high favour, to call thee the branch, 
John 15-1. | He the Vine; thee a member, He thy Head; He the Huſ- 
| Core 12:3: | band, thee the Spouſez that ſo a-union, yea the perfett. | 
| eſt of unions might be expreſt, and that ſweeteſt of Pe- 
FB ., |titions be fulfilled, That all may. be: one, as thou Father, 
| "" lart in me, and T in thee + that they alſo may be one in 
[> Cor. 6:17-| 5. Thoſe that are joyned unto the Lord, being one ſpi- 
| Rom. 12-5. |rit, and one body in Chrilt. | 
[as aviiie Tell me then O my Soul, can ſuch a Lord, whoſe 
jreomng love to thee, made him ſerve thee, become a cruel In- 
| quilitor to condemn. thee? Will thy friend, thy brother | 
be an Achitophel, a Cain to thee? Is it a thing poſſible, | 
Ia. 9.5. {that thy everlaſting Father,inſtead of the Bread of Life, | 
will give thee to the torments of Helliſh Scorpions? No, 
Ia, 49.15. | though Parents may forget the Sons of their Wombe, yet 
will He not forget thee. Is it unnatural for the Root, to 
ſuffer the Branches to wither for want of ſap? 'For the 
Head to deny animation to the Members? yea, cannot 
there be a true conjunction in Marriage, without the ce- 
menr of affection? And wilt thou dare to think, that 
that Root of Jeſle, thy Head, thy Spouſe, . the God of 
Order, and Nature,will deſtroy the Principlse of nature, 
and with-hold the ſap of his Grace, and. Mercy; his all- 
quickening Spirit of Life, and Glory ; his Eternal, free, 
and unchangeable love, from thee a branch, a member, 
a beloved? No, account it implous Infidelity, to give 
ſuch a thought, the leaſt entertainment. Rather, if thou 


wilt 
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wilt meditate of that day (which indeed is a Chriſtians 
duty } all being commanded to watch, becauſe we know 
not at what hour our Lord will come; pitch thy thoughts 
upon the Reſurrection, and' that happy and bleſſed af. 
ſumption of thy. SOul and Body reunited to meet thy 
Judge, and Saviour. The Apoſtle teſtifying,that we ſhall 1 Thel, 4. 17, 
be all. caught up together in the Clouds, to meet our Lord ” 
in the Ayre,and that then we ſhall be ever with the Lord: 

For, whereſoever the Carkaſs is, there will the Eagles be | mat. 24. 28. 
cathered together : Wherefore, as the ſame Apoſtle ex- 

| horts, Comfort both thy ſelf,and others with theſe words. 

'Rely alſo upon, and apply thoſe golden, and royal de- 
clarations of thy Judge. As that he will not condemne' pg. 37. 33- 


mat. 24. 42. 


| thee, when thou art judged : That he that believeth on ' kas 
him, 3s not condemned, but hath everlaſting lifez and |; 
ſhall not come into condemnation, but is paſſed fron John BR 


death to life. T hat there is 20 condemnation to them that | : 
Ls in Chriſt Jeſs. Since God doth jy ſtifie thee, who is Rom. - x 
the that condemns thee £ That we are often times Ccorre- | 

\fted here, that we ſhould not be condemned with the. * Cor. 11. 32- 
'World, Further, is it poſſible that thou ſhouldeſt be ſa- 

Juted with fo {weet an invitation, and denomination, as | 

' Come thou bleſſed of my Father, and be accurſed? Canſt mar. 23. 34. 
thou be the Heir, yea the Poſſeſlor of a Kingdome, and | 

alſo the Slave, and Priſoner of Sathan> Will the righ- 

reous Judge give to them Torments of Fire, and Brim-! _ 
ſtone,. to whom he hath promiſed a Crown of Glory? * Tim 46. 
Art thou commanded to pray for, to long for, to-wait 
for, thy deſtroyer2 No ſurely, but for him that bath! 
promiſed to deliver xs from the wrath to come. To con-, 1 Thel. 1. 16, 
clude, even amongſt Men, none that is a Delinquear, | 
muſt preſume to poſſeſs the Bench, the Seat of Judica- 
ture. But know you not,faith the Apoſtle, that the Saints | x cor.s. 11. 
ſhall judge the World, yea Angels © Wherefore doubtleſs | 
they muſt be juſt; yea,are acquitted and made innocent 
both imputatively and inherently in their own Perſons. | 
| - Further, if this be not ſufficient, to animate, and | 9f rematHe- 
ſtrengthen thy hope, let thy faith make the laſt Article 
of the Creed, thy object. Where thou believeſt, ever- 
laſting life; to take its beginning, or rather, begin 1ts 
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perfetion immediately after death, and the laſt Judg- 
ment : The time appointed for the full reward, and co- 
ronation of the Saints. I know there are many gracious 
promiſes of remporal bleſſings, and thoſe often-times 
tulfll'd, and confer'd upon the Saints in thls life. Some 
whereof, though few, of many, as being a remunerating 
at of Chriſts regal, and judicial Office, I will by the 
way recite, not impertinently ; as being earneſts to them 
of future glory, ſenſible tokens of Fatherly love, a Pil- 
grims Staft for our Faith to lean upon, in our lifes pere-| 
| 8rination, This maxime being firſt undoubtedly to be 
believed, that the ſame promiſes made to perfect obe- 
dience under the Law, had art the firſt, a reſpect, and are 
now truly applicable to faithfull ſincerity, under the Goſ- 
pel. Such that Magazene of bleſiings, in the 28, of Dex. 
teronomy, where to the Jargelt, and ſeveral appetites, 
every true believing and fincere obeying Chriſtian, ( as 
| well as to the ſacrificing Jew) a molt plentifull feaſt, and 
ſatisfaction is offered. Is thy calling. in the City, or in 
the Field? thou ſhalt be bleiled in them both. Defireſt 
thou riches, and plenty of all the fruits of the Earth, and 
2 numerous poſterity, and a bleſſed uſe, and enjoying of 
them ? Thou haſt a Pattent, a great Seat for thele alſo. 
Art thou a Man of aGion, and great employment, for 
the Church, or the Common wealth? yea, hath thy yer. 
tues ſplendour, a ſhadow of envious and malitious ad- 
verſaries? If thou hearkeneſt unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, thou ſhalt be bleſſed, when thou comeſt in, 
and bleſſed when thou goeſt out, and the Lord ſhal} 
cauſe them, thine Enemies, that riſe up againſt thee, to 
be ſmitten before thy face. Wouldeſt thou have thy for-| 
feited Charter, renewed, and all the Creatures, yea, the 
moſt honourable, ſerviceable unto thee? Behold the Lord 
ſhall erve his Angels charge over thee; yea, they ſhall 
pitch their Tents about thee, and the Heaven fhall give 


Rain unto thy Land in due F p48 Doſt thou wilh for 
(to the further glory of God ) a long life, . and an ho- 
nourable place, and eſteem amongſt Men? The Lord 
hath promiſed, that he will ſet thee oz high, that he will 
make thee the head, and not the taile, and with long life 

will 
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Divine Meditations on F aith. | 
will farkf e thee. Yea more (which is the compleatment | 
of all) he will few thee bis Salvation. But a long life, if | 
imbittered with fickneſs, 1s but a tedious Death. True. 
But if thou fear the Lord, and depart from evil, it fhall 
be health to thy Navil, and marrow to thy Bones. Yea, 
thy light ſhall break forth,as the Morning,und thy health 
ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily. Further, doſt thou defire wiſ- 


dome, beauty, ſtrength? The righteous have promiſes 
of all theſe, fo far forth as they (till perfet&t their happi- 


mourn 1n Ston, have aſſured unto them beauty for aſhes. 
If the” Feet of the Saints are beautifull, ſurely no part 
elſe 1s deficient. Burt to make all good in few words, 
hear thy King, by the Propher 1ſaiah : The Lord of Hoſts 
will be for ,a Crown of glory,and for a Diadem of beauty 


wnto his People, and for a Spirit of Judgment to him| 
that ſits in - 2 Sraart, and for ftrength to them that 
turn the Battel to the Gate. But this World is a Bed of 
Vipers, a buntile of ſnares, a-ftage of. dangers. True 
yet if thou truſt in him, he ſhall deliver thee from the 


ſnare of the Fowler, from the noyſome Peſtilence. Thou 
fhalt tread upon the Lion and Adder, the young Lion 
and the Dragon ſhalt \thou trample .under feet. O read 
yee faithfully, and digeſt this whole-Plalme, which I 
may truly ſtile the City .of David, for ſtrength, and beau- 
ty 5 the fortreſs, yea Paradiſe of every true Chriſtian. 
But the godly have but a few friends. I anſwer, Compa- 
ratively they have but a few Enemies 3 the whole Crea- 


tion ( except Sathan, and ſinners) being at peace with 
a reconciled Soul; ſuch as Job ſpeaks of, being in. League 


malice of the malignant, tzur-s all to their good. Yea, 
more; if a Mans wayes pleaſe the Lord, he will make 
even his Enemies to be at peace with him. But to con- 
clude, a good Wile, and good Children, are amongſt 
the chief bleflings upon Earth. They 
not. the Saintsſtrong and: comfortable'evidences for them; 
if the Lord:ſce. them good? witneſs: thoſe: twine-like 
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pertect Obſervation. [ will not be further tedious : for 
the Lord God is a Sun and a Shield, the Lord will give 
grace and glory, no good thing will he with-bold from 


them that walk uprightly. O Lora of Hoſts, bleſſed is the 
Man that truſteth in thee. 


' 


] 
i 


Of eterral Tiſe. 


'of thoſe many temporal promiſes rreaſured up in the| 
Scripture, being they are to be but as Sallets to provoke 


- | nity. 


7 Having given my Soul, by faith, a taſte of ſome few 
| 


my ſpiritual appetite 3 I will return to feed upon Eter- 


..O my Soul! what ſurer Antidote, againſt the appre-' 
henſfjion of the laſt Judgmeat, ( whole ſting 1s Eternal | 
Death) than the Meditation, and aſſured hope of Eter- 
nity.of. life? which. 1s Glory in grainz and the deitying 
of Humanity. Surely if there be any Spiritual, weight 
that depreſfeththe;Soulit is Judgment. If there be any 
Heavenly Magnes that attraGts, and: quickens t, 'tis Im 
mortality.. For, touche: with this, though encircled with 


John 14. 6, 8, 
I I, 25» 


- »& MO 


1 John 5.12. 


32 


corruption, thon ſhale continue moving with the Needle, | 


;\untl-fixed, upon the lines of life, thou ' conſtantly ad- 


hearing tothe rrue FIower-de-huce, Chrift Jeſus: Amongſt! 
Meſes .unteigned Metamorpholes, we finde the Rod! 
chang'd to a\Serpent, .a devourentof the Magitian dehu- | 
fjons. So this'hope; a branch of the Tree of Life, ſpring- | 
ing from. the Root of Jeſſe, ſwallows up Death 1n.vidto-| 
ry, tni-Eternity. . What feems,; yea.is a fearfull truth to | 
all unbelieving Ez zptiavs,  becometh a Chimera, a Phan- 
taſnie t9-every/'true-ffraelite. If any word 1s expreſlive, 
or an Epitome; of -God, of Heaven, of Glory, and con- | 
ſequently: ok.all feliejty, it is this of Lite. 7 am the way, 
the: truth, 'and- the life. Tam the ReſurreGion, and the 
Life, faith our Sevitur ; and he that hath the Son: (that 
is, baelieves-10 him.) bath life, ſaith St. John. Since then, 
God (3s lite, che: thav:hath life, hath God 3-and he:thar 
hath::God,; hath 'allithings 3. even the conflux:of ſrmple, 
and | unmixc:! happineſs And therefore: moſt wiſely, and 
ſuccinGly; thoſe holy'/Men, Penners of the Creed (called 
the! Apaltles:): bave:concht;)-and expreſt, | the exceſſive 
treaſures; and immenſe pleaſures, of the: Heavenly..P5- 


radiſe;: vnder that one” word, life everlaſting. — 
Bol ig 45 _ my! 
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| Divine Meditations on F aith. 
\my Soul! is included; and aſſured unto thee, the ſubli- 
'meſt of Heavenly fruitions, (called by the School-men ) 
the beatifical Viſion. Which, ſo tar as-I am able to ex- 
preſs it, 1s the Souls full repletion, and apprehenſion of 
'the excellencies of the Divine Eſſence; not by the back- 


parts only, and mediately, as Moſes, but primarily, and 
1mmediately, 1n himſelf, Yea, alſo the Body, being in 


—— 


the very moment of its reſurrection ſpiritualiz'd, (as wit- 
| ne{[eth the Apoſtle ) ſhall there, with opea face ſee, and 
look upon, the word of life, receiving fulneſs of plea- 
ſure, and fatisfaCftion, by thoſe ſences which now.are un- 


| profctand uncapable of ſuch glorious manifeſtations. | 
Here, ſince this laſt a& of our faith, and laſt Article of 
'our Creed, is ſo full of comfort, and unſpeakable ani- 
| mation, after the hearty, and humble acknowledgment, 
'of my ignorance, and fervent ſupplicating the afhiſtance 
of the only illuminating Spirit, I will more largely and 


particularly eye this Crown, this unvaluable price, even 
ſo far as my faith hath viſual beames from Scripture, or | 
| conſequent demonſtration. 

It 2 > Soul of Man 1n this ſtatg of her nakedneſs, and 
| deformity, hath been by ſome Chriſtians (though therein | 
| Heretical ) deifyed, and by moſt of the Heathen Magi | 
| magnifyed, even to the heighth of created excellencies 5 ; 
ſurely in her renovation, and perfett reafſumprion, of 
that her firſt Image, and thoſe firſt:created Ornaments, 
ſhe-muſt needs be more ſplendid, and more to be admi- 
red, But is this beauty of the firſt 44am, in his innocency, | 
the heighth of a Chriſtians hope? No. As our ſecond 
Adam, in his divine deſcent, -and generation, infinitely 
tranſcends our firft Parent in. Nature ſ6 he hath prepared 
a far more excellent weight of glory,tor his Childrea, by 
Adoption, his Members by: Spiritual, myſtical, and ſuper- 


— 


rather than neceſfary. Petition; The glory which. thou 
gaveſi me, I have given them. Bleſſed Lord} what a 
word is this? What a communication? -my'minde:i$'en+ 
|[traunced, and my weak-Meditations ſwell; even to-2n 
Impeſlibility of expreſſion. / Can I-not: now khow. my 


aatural-union,/” Witneſs his own Oracle, and declarative, |- 


= Pp 2 How 


Soul ni her hamiliation, 1n_ the weakneſs: of a Creature ? 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. 
How can I then deſcribe and conceive of her in her ex- 
altation, in the glory of her Creator? Ler this be ſuffi- 
cient for me to believe hence, that that glory with which 
ſhe ſhall be filled, according to her Spiritual Nature, 1s 
tor quality infinitely excellent, becauſe Gods, yet allayed, 
and fitted to be received for quantity,finite,and limited 
as in her. Not as divided from the Divine Fountain, but 
by vertue of Inhabitation, in a gracious, real,and inſepa- 
rable union, communicated to, and made hers, accord- 
ing to our Saviours Prayer, That we all may be one, as 


| the Father hath loved the Son, may be in us, and he in 


the Father is in the Son. and the Son in the Father that 
we may. be one in them; as alſo, that the love wherewith 


#5. Thus then the Souls of the Saints before the Reſur- 
rection, and both Souls and Bodies after the Reſurrecti- 
on, according to their- ſeveral meaſures ot grace: here, 
{hall then have their divine plenitudes of Glory; every 
Veſlel being filled, that is, thrown into. that Ocean of 
Lite and Glory. Further, as a Wedge of Iron caſt into 
the Forge, is, as it were converted into Fire, and the 
body, and ſubſtance of, the Sun, is, as it were hid, and 
changed into the light,that poſletles it : fo ſhall the Soul 
and body, as being in God, and God in 1t, be abſorpt, 
and as it were tranſmuted into his Glory. Thus much 
concerning the Souls external glory. The internal, it it 
be poſſible,” is yet a Sphere in altitude above this, as 
bringing the Soul neerer, to the aſſimilation, apprehen- 
ſion, and fruition of God. The underſtanding, will, me- 
mory, -and affeCtions, in the Soul, being as 1t were Im- 
preſles ( to ſpeak improperly, and according. to the un- 
derſtanding of Men) of the like infinite eflentials in 
God. _ | 

For then, the #zderſtanding faculty, according to its 
created capacity, ſhall be wonderfully elevated, and en. 
larged, and be repleat, with a ſufficient and compleat 
knowledge;of all Creatures, yea of God himſelf. Which 
ſhall not:then be acquired, and gathered, as now, by a 
| Retrogradation, .from the effect to the cauſe ; -but then 
primarily, by immediate Viſion, and murual poſleffion 
of God, the cauſe of cauſes. Be net then — 


—_— 


. 
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O my Soul! nor ſet thy Bodily Organs upon the Rack, 
in the ſtudy of the Metaphyſicks, Mathematicks, and 
Phyſicks; farther than thy ſpecial calling requires; mifſ. 
pending thy hours, and negleCting that one thing neceſ- 
ſary, The knowledge of God,and thy ſelf. The degrees 
of learning on Earth, are reverſed in Heaven ; begin here | 
with God, the beginning of all things, and proceed to | 
be Batchelor of Divinity on Earth, and fear not, but be 
aſſured, that thou ſhalt commence a true Maſter of Arts, 
p_ Dottor of Divinity in Heaven. Then ſhalt thou 
now perfteGtly, and not ( as now) by ſuppoſition, the | 
eſſentials, ſpiritualities, and ſupreme excellencies, and 
attributes of Gdd, and Angels, The magnitudes, alti- 
tudes, motions, and influences of the Heavenly Planets, 
and fixed Stars. There ſhall. be no diſputing Copersi- | Nadie 
cans.No ignorant Empedocles,nor 4riftotles. The cauſes vodeble Arg: 
of the X#tnean Fires, the Flux, and reflux of the Seas, , ments. 
the Polaramorouſneſs of the Loadſtone, and all other | 
the Magnalia of Nature, ſhall there be diſcovered to the 
Souls eye. For, as a Man placed in the Centre of the Sun, 
having an Eye or. Organ proportionable, muſt needs ſee 
| whatſoever it enlightens; ſo the Soul of every Saint, be- 
ing fixed in God, the Centre from whom all operations, 
as ſo many lines, or rayes are emitted, muſt needs know 
all (being finite, and within his enlarged capability") 
the whole frame, and work of Nature; perteQion of 
knowledge,being neceſlary to the perteCtion of Glary. 
' As the anderftanding, ſo the will, ſhall be repleniſhed 
with Glory alſo; being made then co-voluntary with 
God's, and anſwering; his, in every! particular; 'ags the im- | 
preſſion dorh the'Sea], or as the Image in the Glaſs, the 
Original; being according to its. created; and-limitted 
meaſure” and proportion, pertectly juſt, and holy yea, 
freely and conſtantly willing nie the leaſt-con- b- 
ſtraint, or neceſlity. This being no'thral /buta:di:l 
vine 'perfe&tion- of the will; to wll-nothing; 'Þu [what ig 
| good. Thenddrſtandiogy:whichrio the (vadaghoUin) 
cliner, as a 'Sptibg. in a Watch, :the-internal mover:of the 
will, -being/abt/lett to it felf, and created ſuffiviency,'as 
in Adam, but'by an irrevocable, mercifull, yavaral; and 
os ...._ "—_— there- | 
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glorified, 
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| doubly confirmed z Firſt poſetively, as being for ever en-| 


C ont emplagion. 


of Tears;:to waſh / thy Feet in humble Repentance,'and 
| Thankfulneſs; that ſo my ſeldome falling-here, may be! 


Of the memory 


tand{Þ 
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therefore neceſlary conſequence, and decree, in Chrilt, is 


lightened, and filled with a height of wildome, truth, 
and goodneſs,flowing frow the perpetual myſtical union, 
and co-habitation of Chriſts Spirit: Secondly, privatively, | 
as being in ſuch a ſtate of perfection, glory, and happi- 
neſs, as admits not of any temptation, or irclination; to 
miſlead the one, and thereby to dehile the other. From 
this ground alſo ſprings the Eternal ſtation 1n goodneſs, 
and conſequently in bleſledneſs, of all other the-facul- 
ties of the Soul. Which like ſo many Stones 1n an Arch, 
are unmoveable, becauſe every Stone 1s unmoveable; 
Jeſus Chriſt being. the Head - Stone, upon- whom the 
whole Building depending, becomes immutable. . --.: 
O.'my God! I cannot paſs this thought' of Etetnity 
without .a Selah, a note of. admiration, as fea{onable  al- 
thongh in reſpe&t of the benefit, but a temporary ac-' 
knowledgment. Behold, how wonderfull is that mercy, 
which in Chriſt, hath not depreſt, but elevated, not ex- 
tinguiſht,: but inflam'd, not diminiſhed, but encreaſed 
Mans: excellency. ' Innocent” Ada, being/neither in this, 
perfection, nor duration, {o happy, as we finfull Adam; | 
by Regenetation, 'Shall I therefore commend fin?! God 
forbid. I extoll grace, even that Miraclerof thy love; O 
Lord; whoſe Mercy hath made Mans Sin, Oyle, to'en-| 
flame thy.love 3 which in its: own nature, and ours, was 
Water to.quench- thy: pitty; and drown a World. ' Lett 
work one worider more, and turn my Rock into Sptings 


a Preludium of my never falling hereafter, and 
 begua/ be Earth in Grace, may be in thy::Kingdome iper- 
tect ant Eternal. [5 vi Le LT IO | 1 1 Te | 
Bt. to. proceed, and not.to forget that:faculty,wehich 
takes;4netoreinember, vjs/ Memory :: that Magazine, 
of :the! Soul 3 ('T wiſh I could ſay;notivf] 
evil.allo.) Whertin now many thi hc 
4 | latter :Occurences, /unleſs di oy 
$an& circumſtances; or rdk!d- out 


byixi|| 
-difeourfe. '': Our: of whoſe Poſterny many ang: ar | 
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crowded out by trifles; or fallen, through its rafts, and 
deficiencies or elſe worn out by time, and age; or 
ſtollen away by that arch Thief, Sathan; this faculty, I 
{ay, though now thus decayed, and imperfect, ſhall in 
that. never-ending day of happineſs, be repaired, and 
made Gods Ark, over which, not Cherubins, but the 
Almighty ſhall hover; filling it by means of the Souls di- 
vine, and continued Viſion of the Glaſs of the Trinity, 
with a preſent fight,and apprehenſion of (the great glory 
of God, and in it) all things.. I will not call theſe kindes 
of attings of the Souls remembrance; for thoſe imperfe&t 
ways of its operation, by recolleGtion, and recordation, 


EE 


of the- ER as being unneceffary,. and only 
fitted for the ſtate of Corruption; the' Apoſtle teaching 
us;that we fhall then know as we are known, not remem- 
ber as we are known. The chief Power of the Memory 
( the retention ,) remaining, and becoming by this con- 
tinual beatifical Revelation,and Inſpection indefatigable 
and invincible. Yea, in this Ark ſhall be always kept the 
Tables of Gods holy will;'the Manna, of all his paſt and 


with-/all his ri 
his Juſtice, 
As the Memory, ſo each AﬀeGion, except what ha- 


ghteous Judgments, and' Declarations ot 


(as the-ſervitity of fear,'the dolorons paiſron of forrow) 
(ball -then' have,” not their*part only; 
ory/-!''T hen-excefles, though of t 


Gl 
prove the Soul a Priſoner, ' a 


| right hand, while 
in-this life; 


nd make both 


paſſions 5 ſhall'i' that life, comparatively exceed, but 
not (ubjeftivelyz the full,and lafting gale in that Oceanz 
fllidg'the 'Sailes, inot ſinking the bottome. YIEG 


F* B'Y 


thou'beyond: Afithmetical efſiong thou wouldſt (till 


prove a Harlot, arid they Neo fen, water. - a Crea- 
ture; thou ant firted only for an- infiniteobject; not to 
war” Qq 2 com- 


with other medial helps,ſhall be then abſorpt, in' this a&t 


preſent mercies;'the Rod ever budding'and flouriſhing, | 


bits, or inmates;fin and corruption have. introduc'd, ſuch ; 


; bur \cheir-Fall- of 


Soul, .and Body, ſuffer; | being therefore properly ſtiled | 


— 
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Of the affedt- 
ons glor3fi-d, 


: Offy love, which art-now fulb of repenrings, and. un} of le ek- 
conſtine, beexuſe-unlatiiyed, wiſhing with Alowaider, if 
more! Worlds to marry-thy -affetions roy! which :had(t 


Run 
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comprehend it, but to be comprehended of it. Where- 
fore nothing finite can be adequal, or proportionable, to 
thy extenfion. Hence, even the Worlds darlings, the 
wicked, have this Monument of their loſt happinels,and 
primitive Creation, remaining vis. they live and dye 
ſeeking and unſatisfyed; But the Elect, as they are reſt- 
leſs m their ſearch, with the Spouſe 1n the Carticles, ſo: 
at length they finde him whom their Soul loves. But as 
yet, He flandeth behind our Wall, he looketh forth at the 
Window, ſbewing himſelf thorow the Latteſs. With bim 
they enter into a mutual contraCt in Baptiſme, and re- 
ceive continual pledges, and Jove-tokens by his Spirit. 
In this life, by reaſon of ſeeming abſence, clowdings, 
and intermiſſions, our loves are violent, yet pleaſing paſ- 
ſions. But in the other (that day of our Nuptials) th 

ſhall be ſwallowed up in excelling fruitions. Then ſhall: 
we affe, and enjoy in one,the all of goodneſs, and love- 
lineſs. The love which is here different, and divided, 
according to the diverſity of opinions,and objefts; ſhall 
be in God, one, and . concentred in him, we both affe&- 
ing, and poſlefling, the eminency of beauty, the height | 
of honours, the Elixar of pleaſures, - the perfeftion of | . 
wiſdome. , So that the then glorified ſences, the Win- 
dows, and ports of the affections,(though.inconceivably| 
enlarged) ſhall then continually recetve 1n, even, to oyer- 
flowing, ſpiritual, and ravithing object of love and de- 
light. For, 1m» his preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at his. 
right hand, pleaſures for evermore. Laſtly, which ought| 
moſt to raviſh us, neither. this, nor any. other affeftion, 
or faculty of the Soul, ſhall be limitted, or at their 
heighth/of glory. Not but that in the firſt entrance, they | 
ſhall have a preſent ſufficiency, and fulneſs; for even in 
Heaven there ſhall be no Vacuum ; but as we haye. ſeen 
a Bladder, filled with Wind, afterward by a ſecond in- 
flux, far more extended, yet at all times full, . And as 
our Saviour is ſaid to increaſe more, and more, in know. 
ledge; /yet from his conception full, according to/his 


| organical . receptionz ſo the glorified Saints, like .the 
Angels, on Jacob's Ladder, according to their ſeveral 
degrees, ſhall mount, and continually. encreaſe and, al- 
" | cen 
| ——_——_— 
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cend to higher ſteps of Glory: the influxe of all divine 
excellencies, inceſſantly, and at once both enlarging,and 
filling all their faculries, all their affefions. So then de- 
fire of more, ſhall never torture us, becauſe ever full; 
nor ſatiety cloy us, becauſe our joyes (halt be ever new, 
and encrealing. The grounds of this Celeſtial and Eter- 
nal growth of happineſs, excellency, and glory, ariſes 
both from Gods Word, and Nature. The Prophet tell- 
ing us, that thoſe which are wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the Firmament. Our Saviour yet higher. The 


their Father. Let Solomon expound both; the Path of 
the Juſt, 1s as the ſhining hight, which ſhineth more, and 
more, wnto the perfet day. They as the Sun, mounting 
towards their Meridional heighth, God ; to whom they 


| more like in glory, but never ſhall, nor can reach, or e- 
qualizez he ps -> and dwelling, in infinite and inac- 
| ceſſable lights. Farther, our Saviour teaches us that in 


righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdome of 


{ſhall be perpetually approaching neerer, and more and | 
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Danic! 12. 3+ 


Mat, 13. 43+ 


Proy.4. 18; 


Heaven we ſhall be like the Angels. Now the Azgels 


have accidental joyes, in the repentance of ſinners; Ac- 
cidental knowledge, by the Church, of the myſteries of 
our Redemptionz and no doubt, if their joyes, and 
wiſdome have an accidental encreaſe, through the Crea- 
ture, then much more from God the Fountain: This 
being, I conceive, one meanes, (as rel apes. them) ſub- 
ordinate, and co-operating, with Gods high, and eter- 
nal. decree,for their confirmation, in Chriſt ; it being im- 
poſſible, for that eſſence, to fall away, that is, continu- 
ally intent upon, and repleniſht with, new fruitions, .and 
manifeſtations of Gods glory. This being a bleſcdneſs 
both to Apgels, and Men, that the Wings of Cherubins 
land Seraphins, though, they are without *labour, and 
weariſomnelſs, and with delight, aſcending; yet, they 


{can never out-ſoar the infinite heights of the divine Ma- 3 


{jeſty, and incomprehenfible fulneſs. 


TY 2x 
* 


|_-If.che affection of love, O. my Soul, ſhall-be perfe&tin 
| Heayen, as hath been, declared, an&-perfeZ love: & 
| out fear, as ſaith the Apu , whatp  Is:then left for 


the affe&ion'of fear in glory? I anſw 
by: 
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1 Tim. 6. 16: 


Luke 20. 36. 


Luke 15. 10, 


Epheſ. 3 10. 


I Pet. I. 12, 


Of the affeFion 


ear glorj- 


x Joh 4,18, 
divine love, | '- 
both| 
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| 


ee ce 


— 


-- 


| 


[ 


154 


OC —_ 
Cy EI 


Heb. 5.7. 
Iſa. 6. 2, 


Rev. 14. 7. 


Jerem. 32.39. 


Pal. 72. 5. 


Prov. 9. 10. 
Eccleſ. 12:13 | 


ARﬀs9. 31; 


| Prov.10.17, 
Prov. 19. 13. 
Prov. 22. 4. 


' (Rev. 21+ 27+ 
Cant. $, 6. 


' 1] Rey. 21» v.$. 
| Mar.25,2149. 
x Theſ. 4. 17. | 
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|\conjugal, and ſpiritual union, - betwixt. Chrift, , and tis 
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.ſences; for. former. things are puſs away,..all 
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| 
| 
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both now. and then, ſhall exclude all ſervile, and {laviſh 
fear, but not our filial Eſpoulal, and Reverential fear; 
which if found in our finleſs Mediator, who was heard, 
in that be feared; and a duty- of the glorious Axzgels, 
that with this reverential fear, ſerve and praiſe him, 
and exhort ail others to do it; then alſo of glorified 
Saints, who if commanded to fear God for ever, and as 
long as the Sun and Moon endureth, (hall doubtleſs thus 
fear him everlaſtingly, and in Heaven, as well as here 
upon Earth. For as love without this fear would be pre- 
ſumptuous; ſo fear without love, would be paintull, and 
diſcouraging. But both together, are to the ſanCtified 
Soul, as. Ballaſt to a Ship, to keep it ſteady, and doth 
grandize, elevate, and enlarge each affection, from the 
awfull apprehenſions, and adoration, of ſo ſuper-excel- 
ling an obje&, of infinite gldry, as 1s the Trinity in Uni- 
ty, Jehovah, God blefled tor ever. | 
Further, 1f this ſaving grace, tand ianctifted atteRion 
of holy fear, is by Solomon. commended to us as the be-| 
finning, and 'end off divine wiſdpme, 1nithe Saints on 
k arth, ſhall they be denuded ot 4t,-and excluded from it, | 
in Heaven? Is-it held forth it Seripture, as the ſumme| 
and implication of all religious duties, and worſhip, and 
the condition, or rather qualification, of thoſe holy ones, 
that have right to temporal, {pwitna), and eternal pro- 
miſes,in.the Word /and ſhall this grace then ceaſe,when 
with other graces it is to, be Crown'd with Glory? Is this 
pure. affe&on, the Salt, to preſerve from corrupting, 
not only in -the Marriage-ſtate amongſt Men, but 1n;the 


| 


Spouſe, the Church; 'and (hall -it not be as laſting as that 
Union, which is everlaſting > E:conclude,it (hall ; para, 
with this difference, according to. our diflering condi- 
tion, not a:fear of offending, becauſe we ſhall be cheg 
| fniefs condition; Not fuch a tear! as: was: in the 
Spoule in the Carticley, becauſe of fin, and; infirmities, 
nor-of -Gods'hiding his face, and rar 27) bis pre-| 
things te 

;caade new, we avcientred. info; lite, and” (hall be emer mith 


the. Lord;', But this glorified fear;i is thei wolt brighe xe- 
F5r/t #1 etion 
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[to admoniſh, and-to keep thee from loſing thy way, | 
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on 


flection in and from us, of Gods glorious Soveraignty, 
according to that of the Prophet, 7f 7 be 4 Maſter, 
[where is my fear; a fruit and an effet of Gods raviſh- 
Ing and tranſporting excellency : and therefore this hea. 
'venly aftection, being fo neceſlary a requiſite in our hea- 
'venly condition, 1s ſo far from leſſening our perfeftion 
1n glory, as that without it, it cannot be perfectly glo- 
,rious. O my Soul, ſhall thy affeCtions, of love and fear, Soliloquium. 
be thus glorious in thy Heavenly ſtate ; Let them not have 
a leſſer, or lower object than the moſt high; let not ſuch 
| High-Born Princeſſes, be enamoured with their Slaves. | 
| Oſe the World as not of it, and as though thou uſed 
it not. Neither fear any but him, chat only can caſt both 
| Sont aud Body into Hell-fire; Let theſe two graces, be 
as Jethro to Moſes eye in the Wilderneſs of this World 3 Numbz 10.31, 


Mal, 1. 6. 


I Cor. 7. 31. 


Lnke 12. 5. 


when thou art turning to the right, or to the left. And 
like the Lords Pillar of a Cloud by Day, and of Fire by Ex04.13.21: 
Night, to direct thee, according to his holy will, in thy 
Journey towards thy 'Heavenly Canaar. Converſe with 
theſe two Royal Virgins, continually. So ſhalt thou have 
Communion, and fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, | 
in the Spirit; be partaker of the Divine nature; and be- 
gin to enjoy Heaven, here upon Earth. Prepare, and ſo 
enlarge theſe Divine Veſlels by a pious uſe, and. conti-: 2 Peter 1. 4- 
nued 'Exerciſe, that they may be the, more capacious of 
Glory,. For according to the meaſures and proportions | 
of graces in this life, ſhall be their reptetion, in the' life ; 
to'come; where, of 4pprehenſors,the Saints ſhall be:made 
Comprehenſors, according to their ſeveral enlargements. | 
For 4s one Ster differs from another in glory, ſo: ſball it, © Cor. Is. 4I.| 
be at the ReſurreGion of the Juſt, when we ſhall ſee God, " £or- 13-12: 
face: to face, and know bin as we are known, aud be} 1 John; 2: 
made like him in Glory. | 
' 'O my God, my Father, are theſe two ſandified at-| ,...1.;. 
fe&jans of love, and-fear, the two-Eyes, the two Armies | 
of the: Soul, with which the Saints behold, imbrage,and | 
epjoy: thee,in all thy glorious excellencies? Are: 4hey the 
two: Centinels, and Gnards, by which, every true Chri- 
ſtian,. diſcovers, and repells, 2 Jen thoughes, looks, 
44 | "Rr 2 


words | 
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| Rom. 13. 10. | 
| 3 Eor. 12. 3T. 
F Cor. 13+ I, 


| 2,3,1113- 
; I Joh. 4. 16, 


| our Hearts of Stone, into Hearts of Fleſh, and meltin 


| | the wheeles of our univerſal obedience, ſo that they run 
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words and ations? Doth that root of all ſaving Graces, 


Faith, work by love, in the application of what the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt hath done for us? Turning 


them into teares of Goſpel-Repentance? Doth love olle 
] 
ſwiftly in the pathes of thy Commandements, when thou 
thus enlargeſt the heart? And is fillial fear, the whip, 1n 
the hand of zeal, the holy Chariteer, to drive and carry 
us, mauger all*ſ{tops of Sin, Sathan, and the World, to 
on end of our race? Is this divine love to thee, and thy 
Saints, the ſumme, and the fulfilling of thy Law? The 
more excellent way? The compleating, continuing, and 
the greateſt grace, as moſt like unto thee ? For God 
love, and who ſo dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him? Shall theſe twin-like graces of love,, and 
fear, not leave the Soul, when it leaves the Body, and 
accompany both Soul and Body at the Reſurrection, to | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Ia.8.13: 


Of zeal glort- 
fied. 


|the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, and to the Marriage- | 


| finfull paſſions in the old Adam, they may be changed, 


Earth; and thou mayeſt be my 1nheritance 3 and my | 


Bed of Glory? yea, ſhall they be the meaſures,and com- | 
pleating of our Glory ? O holy Father,who art the effen- 
tal love, my fear, and my dread, be thou pleaſed to 
ſanctity, inlarge, and inflame theſe my attections, that of 


and Heavenized into active and holy graces in me, thy 
new Creature. Let them, I beſeech thee, be efteCual,and 
ulefull to all the aforementioned ends. And fince it is no 
lin, but a duty, to be ambitious of, and to covet ſpiri- 
tual things, let them be enlarged and heightned' like 
Heaven, even to the utmoſt of a created capacity, that | 
E may be, as thou haſt promifed,thy dwelling place upon 


Heaven; 'in Heaven: Even ſo, Amen: Lord Jeſus come | 
quickly. 1 
The ſanQified affeftion of holy zeal, in the glorified | 
Saints, deſerves our next Meditation. T his to ſpeak pro- } 
petly, is not a ſimple grace, but the higheſt and/intenſe | 


Exod. 22.19, 


| - 2$2)-.| Moſer, i his exemplary Juſtice upon the falſe worſbip- 


| degree of every grace, and holy, ation; which if ſo fa-| 
mous, 'and reſplendent, in the Saints upon Earth, as in 


pers 


—— 
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Divine Meditations on Faith. 
pers of the Golden Calf; In Phineas, his exectting judg- 


ment upon tþat Idolatrow and adulterous payre 3 yo” 
and Cosby, in David, who declares, that the-teal of Gods 


Houſe had eaten him up; -In Elijah,when he put to death 


four hundred of Baals Prophets in one Evening; In Paul, 
who preſerved the glory of God, i the Redemption of his 
Country-men, the Jews, before his own ſalvation; and in 
that higheſt example of our dear Lord and Saviour, in 
his purging of his Temple. Then this Heavenly grace 
ſhall undoubtedly not only continue, 'and have then a 
Beeing in each glorified Saint, but ſhine forth, and: a&t 
in them, 'much more glorioully. Is that only infinite and 
pure-Eflence, our Omnipotent God,. who is happineſs, 
blefſedneſs, and'life it 'ſelf 5 ſo often declared in the 
Scripture, ro be zealox#' for his tame, and glory? And 
(hall-not his Saints, his Tmayge,be like him 2 Is this- grace 
exerciſed, by glorious Angels; a9 when one Angel de- 
ftroyed all the fir ſt-born of Egypt'in one Night 5 Another 
deftroyed a hundred Fae ory five thouſand Afy- 
rians,at the command,and in zeal for the glory of God? 


Yea, did an whole Hoſt-of Angels deſcend from Hea- 


ven, and with a holy zeal. Celebrate our Lords Nativity, 
and: Man-kindes Redemption, 'in' an holy Hymne?: And 

all - not the glorified Saints, overflow," and expreſs up- 
on-2{l occaſions, to Gods+glory,' the'like zealotts; and 
inflam'd aftettions ? allaredly they - fhall.'- For, though 
Sin, Sathan, and the wicked-Wort# (which by a kinde 


botret ) ſhall be caſt out, \and . baniſhe''thence.”'* Yer the 
glorified Saimsi.ſhall not want, nor- be, without*conſtant 
objects;and continual otcafions, (according to everyones 
meaſure, to-exerciſe this grace.) 'To\nſtance*galy* ſome 
(yeceſhve- ones, Gods: utparalleFd Aaming Juffice upon 
Gag land.:Magog, 4nd -all-wicked Mei; ar our 'Saviours 
| ſecond. coming; with 'tzz: thouſundiof Bir $aints 5 Chriſts 
|Cramning, and: tewardling! every! E a Membet in righ- 
{xcouſnels, according 10 theip: works 4 togethet'with all his 
garious Adntiniftrations,/mthar his holy, righteons, and 


the wicked, 
$ af ter 


* — _— — 


thavſand :\y4ars 3 His (powerfull ratſrg of 
| t9t | S 


- _ 
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of 'fpiritual Antiperiſtaſts, made their" zeal here burn the: 


perſonal Reign in the new Henuth; ad new Earth, for Y 


| 


Numb. 25. 7, 


8, 10, I. 


Pſal. 69. 9. 


I King. 18. 40. 


Rom. 9. 3+ 


John 2.15,17. 


I.9.7.% 59+ | 


Exod. 12. 23, 


29. 


2 King.19-35- 
Lnke 2.13,14. 


Rey, 20, 9- 


Jude 14. 
*1.1! - 


Math. 1 6, 274 


Rev. 29. 4, 
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| '18Þ: | 


Rev. 20. 57 
I 2, 13»: 


Rev. 20. 12s 


Mar. 2 5* 41 . 


1 Cor. 6. 3z 
15,24. 


John 17. 24- 


Verſe 11. 


Rev. $.8. 
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Chap-7. 9. 


Chap. 11,15. 
Chap. 14. t- 
Chap. 15.344+ 


| [of that, bleſſed Book, which: dar - brevity ſake 1 un | 


Divine Meditations on F aith. | 
after the thouſand years, and curious Inquiſition into, 
and perfect dilcovery and bringing to Judgment of all 
their. evil thoughts, words, and ations; an his righte- | 
ous ſentence pronounced upon them, and the Apoſtate 


| lous. hallelujaks,, of the .crowngd. Eldets, and glorified 
- |Saants, inthe Viſions of Saint) Feb, ſtr forth to us as the 
|types,. and hve])y figures of our -Heayenly 


| 4nd the, four Beaſts reſt not Dayand. Night, ſaying, Holy, 


Angels; and his tran{Jating his Saints from this Paradiſe 
of Earth, to the Heaven of Heavens 3 Theſe objects,and 
occalions of holy hazred, anger and indignation againſt 
Sathan, and Gods Enemies, the wicked, of unexpreſſable 
love, joy, delight,praiſe,apd glorious tryumpning, the holy 
Scriptures holds torth, (hall be in the (tate of glory. And 
C:n we conceive. holy- zeal, which is the height, and 
crown. of all theſe graces,. can be abſent, or unneceffary ? 
I ſhall further add, that after our Lords yielding up his 
Mediatory Kingdome, to the Father, all'the fervice and 
everlaſting praiſes of. the Saints in the remembrance of 
all Gods wonderfull': works. from the beginning -unto'E+ 
terniey, in the Heayens, Earth..and Hell'{hall be height- 
ned and winged with, this holy, zeal: T'ſhall aſſert this 
truth.and conclude this ravilhing Meditation, with point- 
ng at,and refering-the;-Reader-to the frequent,and zex+ 


and- glorified 
condition, Aevelations,Chapter the! 46þ..Verſe the Beh. 
| boly, 94 Lord. 'Gbþd Altwighty, which was and 3s, and:3s 
to come; Aud: the foun and twenty Elders fell down be- 
fore, Him, that ſat6;on' the Throne, and worſhip himpghat | 
liveth-for ever and aver, 'and caſt their Crowns before | 
the Thrgne, ſaging, Thou art: worthy. 0'\Lond.t0-receive 
Glory,,4ud Honour,and Pomen for thox' haſt created all 
things aud for thy, pleaſure they. arc and:'were Crewted:; 
Like to ghis, are-thar gealowe; Songs and Thanksgiviegs 


upon. divers. occaſions, oquer 54 Verſe, 8..ubrill-che 
cha that, Chapter,z.and Chapeer 71; Vexleg. wiro the 
end, thereof z .and\Chagter:2 1,\Verſe £5 amo thetend}] | 
of'x Marion ter. the: 14..Verie the 1.' unto 


thi end.of Sat et yo erathe: 45. Verle 
12 thud and the.tqurth, Dn th the end 
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[Theſe being ſuthctent to prove the uſe and exerciſe of 
this Seraphical grace of holy zeal by the Saints in their 
{tate of Glory. 

O my Soul, Is this moſt Heavenly grace of zeal, ſo 
illuſtrious, and exemplary, in the Saints that have Jived 
upon. Earth 2 Doth it ſhine forth with a Heavealy light 
here, 1n the actings of holy Angels, of our for ever bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, aud of our Almighty Father and Creator ? 
Yea, ſhall this grace out-hive thy hope, and thy faith, be 
the Crown, and compleatment, of thy divine love, and 
'the height, and perfection! of all other thy graces, in 
glory 2 Endeavour. thea to follow their famous examples. 
'Reſt not. in the cold, and. middle Region, of bare pro- 
teſhon, with the careleſs Gellives of ;the World, and fro- 
[zen, Church-proteflors. The Demaſſes, ofs this laſt, and 
| worlt age, butler thy holy zeal upon all occaſions for 
the glory of thy God, and. purity of his Worſhip, and 
Dadtrine, mount-up even to the Firie Region, and In 
| his cauſe be B9oarerges, and: like Gods :Angels; and Sera- 


— 
— 


ET 1 


159 


ee 


Soltloquium, 


Ads 18. 17. 
2 Tim. 4. 10. 


| Mark 3. 17. 


|phins,- a Cole, a flame.of Fire. So thalt thou excell and; \, , , 


exceed, others/.in this grace,/ in thy glorified ſtate; as 
far as thou haſt gone, before them in this life: And as Pll.i04. 4. 


thou, haſt 'been more gragious here, ſo thou  ſhalt;.be 
moxe [glorious hereafter. The larger thy Veſlel, the Jar- 


cer thy. Receipt. Every Vellel ſhall. be full, and. over- x car, 15.41 


flow, although mach different in their, meaſure! Al ſhall 


|their works althongh not for their 'works.. .O-Lard.my 
[Fire, Spring. rawards Heaveg, , as to. jts own place?. Is 
| my, heart,wy Souls ſhop, where. it farges affeftiong,.and 
|rhig anaglgle Region of my Body, like the middls Regis 
on ef he Aire; cald,and. naturally vaid; at ths:thy ted: 
'venly,Fixe?, Be, pleaſed, I: humbly beſcech thee, toricauſe 
\the Gage boly  $piriz, thah,onte  ſate inthe; ldhaneſa: of 
Fiery Hen gues, upp: the beatls of thy Apoſtles, # 


&, 46+ 
[1.08 and 1 EN he CR 3 


| ntlame; my, tnoz \ 
|T ben. ſhall nox.ies/cearthly,and finfull gualities, ofidaJd- 


—— 
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\neſs, hardneſs, and ponderouineſs,,chill; refiſt; or, por | 
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be Stars,alrbough not of the like Magnitude. The Saints "** 5: 27: 


at-the, firſt Refurreftion being rewarded according! to! Ejaculation 


\Gods.Jx divine .zeal, a, holy-flame, vs. Pyramig.like | . 
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Divine Meditations on Þ aith. 

ther the tervency, and intenſneſs, of any of thy graces 
in me: ſince thy Almighty Power, that produces* light- 
ning, in the cold middle Region of the Aire, that melts 
the Rock, and cauſes' the Mountains, #tra, Veſuviae, 
and Hecla to breath forth flames of Fire'z can, yea will 
(becauſe thou haſt promiſed it) bring forth and cteate 
in me a greater wonder, even a new heart, and a new 
ſpirit; a heart of Fleſh, inſtead of a heart of Stone, Then 
ſhall T'be not only zealous'in all my aCftings for thee; 
but frequent, and zealous, in my praifes+to thee, in this 

life of Grace, and that of Glory, to Eternity ; | Amer. 
All affeQtions in this life, as love, fear,” Zeal, and the 
reſt, (although ſanfified) in their heighths, and intenſive. 
neſs, by reaſon of :the weakneſs of the Organ, and 'our 
decayed nature, may put the whole Man to pain, and in 
that reſpe&,' are called Paſſionsz yet it ſhall ceaſe to'be 
ſo with us in our glorified egndition. Where, whatſoever 
that flowes from Infirmity, or Imperfettion; ſhall Be done 
away. It the new Jernſalen, there ſhall be neither” ſor- 
row, #0#/pain. 'We ſhall then be as the Apoſtle exhorts,' 
not only (when occaſions ſhall be offered not to be an- 
gry without fin; but without paſhon, or diſturbance, 
Being herein like to God, 'and*the holy Ahgels, (whole 
Image ſhall then be perfedly renewed inus ) and who 
in the Scripture 'C although T'grant it to” be meant not 
properly,but 4#thropopathox ) is often declared, to be” an+ 
gry." Bart: as to the Elect Angels, I conceive they thay, as 

crulybe* ſaid to- be angry; (witneſs that famons opp 
tion of .Balaam) and that aftion of 'the Angel, thitt with 
his drawn Sword was ready to deſtroy Jeruſalens,' fot 
David's Sin) as to rejoyce preatly for the converfion' of 
a finner; If then ſuch a&idehtal affeHtions, 'are teſtified 
co be in'glorious Angels; 'why not each rather in'glori- 
fied. Saints? -unleſs” by ceſſation ' of” ſo <rhifient k (grace] 
(as -holy- anger )' we ſhould' irrationally conceive, the 
Saints'teſs perfe, 'in\ this new \ife;\than in the other. 
Efpecially,.'fince the fole vbje&' of rhis holy -affe@ion, 
aſphemy,' and Reballion-of wicked Sol of 
Devils; to the-diſhonour of God; RIF Eontini&! and in 
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Divine Meditations on Þ aith. 


more univerſally manifeſted to their view, than ever, as 
alſo afterward 1n Hell.to Eternity. Anger here ( though 
for Gods cauſe ) may poſlibly inflame the Eyes, diſtort 
the Viſage of a Saint, bur its lipe, as the modeſt bluſh 


— — 
— —— — 


[of a Virgin, doth add beauty to her Face, ſo (hall this 


zealous flaming Grace of holy anger, add light to light, 
and glory to the glory of a Saint, 

O my Soul, 1s holy anger a ſaving and gracious af- 
fection ?. a part of the glorious Image of God in a Saint? 
Do the holy and bleſſed Angels (as the Scriptures wit- 
neſs) in their zeal ro: Gods glory, and hatred of Sin, 
expreſs it 1n their conſtant oppoſitions, and inflitions of 
Gods Judgments upon wicked Men, and Devils ? Yea, 
is it an Apoſtolical Precept, and Duty, to be angry, 
and ſin not? Shall this grace have (even in Heaven ) 


glory, and thy own? O write after this Copy, and en- 
deavour that this grace may not be ſeldome, and caſu- 
ally, but habitually in thee here upon Earth. Let it be 
one of the Mortifiers, and Crucifiers of thy luſts, as they 
were the Murderers of thy Saviour, Let it daſh out the 


| _ 


brains of all theſe Babel! Beaſts, againſt the Stones of 
holy reproofs, even the accurſed iſſue of thy finfull 
thought, words, and actions. Let this God-like paſſion 
reſiſt the Devil, in all his ſubtle and powerfull tempta- 
tions, and he ſhall undoubtedly flye from thee. Yea, let 
this grace imitate, and ſecond the holy Spirit, in repro- 
ving, and convincing the ungodly World of Sin. So thate 


umph over all thy worldly and ſpiritual Enemies, and 
be prepared by thy more full extent, and aGting of this 
grace here, to be of an higher form in the blefled exer- 
cile thereof in Glory. O All-mighty, Creator, who haſt 
made my heart the ſeat of my affections, and plac'd it 
in the Centre of my Body, that it might affet, and in- 
fluence every part alike; Let it not, I humbly beſeech 
thee, be any longer like the middle Region of the Aire, 
the coldeſt part of this Micro-coſme, and void of this 
Heavenly heat of holy anger. But Jet this ſanGified af- 
fefion, flaſh forth like thunder, and lightning, and burn 


| Te up, 
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continual objects and occaſions to exerciſe it ſelf to Gods | 


thou be preſerved from the Commiſion of all evil, tri- | 
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up, and deſtroy every crude and evil thought, word,and 
action, as ſoon as they appear 3 and purge this Element. 
of my Heart, and Soul, trom all the infectious, noxious, 
and finfull vapours of vain and finfull thoughts, that a-| 
riſe from this Earth, this Body of Death, and Sin, that 
incompaſſes me about, that they may never come to the 
maturity of wicked aftions3 or it they do, they may be 
as it were Thunder-ſ{trucken, and torne up by the Roots, 
and not able to ſtand before this flaming grace : ſo ſhall 
[ be like thee, who art as a flaming Fire, conſuming all 
Iniquity.That ſo being renewed,and faſhioned according 
to thy Image, in'this World, by ſuch holy atte&ions; I 
may be aflured of theirs, and my greater perfection in 
the World to come? when I ſhall be made like thee, in 
thy Image of Glory; Amen. . 

As the light of the Sun to the World, ſo 1s the af- 
fection of joy to the Soul; when it ariſes, there is day; 
when it ſets, an uncomfortable night. Man 1n his inno- 
cency,enjoyed a polar day,a continued preſence thereof; 
but having loſt God its cauſe, and object, the effe&t cea- 
led; not that the Soul 1s diſrob'd of the affection, but of 
the true uſe of it: hence the diſtinction of a ſpiritual, 
and carnal joy. The fir{t is the true, only found, and 
beginning afreſh to bud, in the renewed Saints and fa- 
vourites of God, ( for a ſ{tranger ſhall not internieddle 


timate; as being begotten in the Soul, by falſe objects; 
and 1s as it were the Moon-light of the wicked. The ob- 
ject then of true joy 1s God, and that in this confidera- 
tion, as he is inclufively and excluſively the compleat 
happineſs of the Creature, Whereby it comes to paſs that 
the godly, and reprobate, may both rejoyce in the ſame 
things, as Wites, Children, Honours, Eſtates, &c. And 
yet the joy of the one, be holy, and ſpiritual; of rhe o- 
ther,carnal and wicked, Leaving then the ſenſual mirth, 
which is deceivable, finfull, and remporary, my thoughts 
pitch upon the Solace of the Elect, which the Scripture 


ſtiles the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, #=ſpeakable, and glori- 
| os, the firſt-fruits, and earneſt of their future happineſs. 
| By theſe glimpſe (O ye Saints) of God's may yee-judge 
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ot that full light you Thall there enjoy. Which if unſpeak- 
able here, ſhall ſurely be there unconctivable. Alas,what 
can I then think, and weditate of it? chiefly negatively 
thus, that there ſhall be no cloudings, nor intermiſſions 
there, no meaſure of our joy; for we ſhall continually 
\behold God,and in him ſee all the grounds of rejoycing. 
If here exceſſes have proved mortal, their exceedings 
ſhall make us more 1mmortal; this being an increaſing, 
and reviving, not a ſurfeiting fulneſs. The capacity of 
the aftetion being gradually and continually augmented 
according to the plentifull infuſion; our joyes multiply- 
ing there, even to Eternity. The growth of our graces 
here, although God be ſeen of us, through the cleft of 
the Rock, as to Moſes, teaching, diſcovering, and evin- 
(cing3 a continued and far greater augmentation in glo- 
ry hereafter. O bleſſed and happy eſtate, which is not 
| diminiſhed by Eternity : but is as unlimitable, as laſting. 
© happy place wherein all joyes meet their objeRts in 


| 
| 
| 


\tatiz, but according to the tulneſs of each Vellel, God 


' 


Bo pracious Father, Chriſt our mercitull Saviour, the 


Roly Spirit our everlaſting Comforter, the glorious An-' 


gels, and Arch-Angels, our fellow-Servants, the Holy Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets, our Tryumphant Leaders, the pt- 
ous Apoſtles and valiant Martyrs our victorious Champi- 
ons 3 together with the many millions ſucceſſively of re- 
lipious. Profeflors. There (hall we meet and rejoyce in 
the like felicity of all our yertuous Parents, Brothers, S1- 
ſters, Wifes, Children, Kindred and Friends. There (hall 
we inherit. unvaluable and incorruptible riches; Be 1n- 
{tall'd in Thrones of unchangeable and incorruptible ho- 
nours 3.and be filled with all unſpeakable and Soul-raviſh- 
jing delights. To conclude, whatſoever things either in 
| CONCEPTION, Or poſhibility, can aftect, or rejoice the glo- 
\rifed Soul, are there; not interchangeably, but contem- 
porarily, and continuedly obvious, and preſent. nn on 
the contrary, all things whatſoever that may leſlen, or 
oftend in the leaſt degree this divine extaſte, have an 
impoſhbility of ſubſiſtence in this Eternal Paradiſe. And 


that not only in regard of the preſence, but of the de-} 
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Of the Body 
glorified. 


1 Cor. 15. $2. 


| 


Dan. 12. 2+ | 


theſe Wings, theſe Feet, that they ſhould not only brake 
| Priſon, but carry her up in an holy extafie to theſe glo- 


| thy Chariot-wheels clog'd, with Earth, and Sins? O by 
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cree of God himſelf. Therefore needs muſt this Joy be] 


ineffably compleat; to which all things concur tpr its per- 
fetion. O Divine condition, which ſhall thus ſweetly 
impe, and reſtore theſe mouldring and broken Wings of 
my Soul. O bliſsfull Paradiſe, and Chryſtaline Sea, up- 
on which theſe now maimed Feet of my afteCtions, ſhall 
walk, or rather,evenly flide, free from all rubs, thorns, 
and \infull interruptions. O how melodious will the har- 
mony of theſe Strings be, when mounted to the higheſt 
Key, not to Efa, but to Eli! Methinks the very Contem- 
plation of this life, thould ſo raviſh my Soul, and actuate 


rious Manſions. O that this pious love, and holy joy, 
fixt to the Fiery Chariot of a true zeal, moulding this 
Duſt, burning up this Chaff, at leaſt letting: fall this 
fleſbly Mantle,would make me a ſecond Elias, in a ſpee- 
dy aſcent, and preſent fruition of my God. Bur alaſs 
poor Soul, how are thy Wings limed, thy Feet lamed, 


way of preparation, ſince certainly Eli9s (hall be parted 
from Eliſha, thy Soul from thy Body, let the ſharp beak 
of the Law, pick and prune thy Wings;z the healing Oyl 
of the Goſpel, ſupple thy Feet; and thy Heavenly Con- 
verſation of a Chriſtian, disburden thy motion, that when 
the Whirlwind of Death, ſhall make a ſeparation, thou 
mayelt cheerfully and ſwiftly, go up alive unto the Heas| 
vens. 

The Body hath, during theſe my laſt Meditations, 
ſeemed to "Ran in the duſt, But fince the Body (as hath| 
been ſhewed ) ſhall have a glorious Reſurrection at the 
laſt Day; ſo it muſt be raiſed here alſo, by my weak 
thoughts, as the fit, and next object of a Chriſtians faith. 
] believe then, that at the ſhrill ſound of the Jaſt Trum- | 
pet, which is no other, than the mighty, and powerfull 
voice, of our Arch-Ange), Chriſt Jeſus, the innumerable 


x Cor. 15.53. | Mortality putting on immortality z and corruption, 1n- 
corruption. This Worm-hil!, this mouldering Hutt of 


Atoms of my Body ſhall incorporate, and after. the re- 
union of my Soul, ſtand up a moſt glorious ſubſtance; | 


white, 


— 


— 


— ——— 


— — on > nee. 


Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


white, and red Sands ſhall then-1nherit the name of an 


eternal manfion, and become not as now a lirtle Cage,a 
loathſlome Dungeon, but the glorious Pallace of the 
Soul. O ſurpaſſing glory of this re-animated Phenix / 
So exceſlively radiant, that the Holy Spirit, ( who'is e- 
loquence and truth it ſelf ) pitches upon the moſt illu- 
ſtrivus of viſible Creatures, the Sun, the light; to be the 
reſemblance of this divine transfiguration. The righ- 
teows ſhall ſhine like the Sun, in the Kingdome of their 
Father : They that be wile ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the Firmament, and they that turn many to vighteouſ- 
weſs, as the Stars for ever and. ever. T9 

The Jewiſh Temple feemes to be a reſemblance of 
this Temple of God; Man glorified; in which the Bo- 
dy\ may be (tiled the SayFum, the Soul, thronugh'the in- 
habitation of the Holy Spirit, the 'SanGFnm SanfForums 
Oh, if that Earthly Temple tranſcended others , | and 
Heaven be Heaven, becauſe of the more ſpecial manite- 
{tation of Gods glorious preſence there, ſhall not each 
glorified Saint, be a Heaven of Heavens? It being a ne- 


ceſſary 'and conſequent Truth, that- the great God will 
more declare his-excellency in his living members, - then 
in his inanimate works, :in: his adopted Sons, than 1m"his 
inferiour Creatures, and'Manſfions. - If an' humble heart; 
contrite for Sin; be now Gods dwelling, ſhall not/a ſandi- 


Mar. 13.43- + | 


. Dan, 12,3 


| Elay 65. 2. 


fied heart purified from Sin, become then his Throne of 
Majeſty. : Our Bodies which now-Timpriſon and Eclipſe 
the Soul's luftre, ſhall then not only be coagtle; but like 


hiding, but by a radiant concomitancy;- augment ; the 
others :{plendoor. For as in the Suti-there is the contain- 


as'jn_ſounds;-ftrings apart muſical, being ſtruc 
produce a harmony ; ſo though the 'Body,--and'Sgnl 
ewo.diſtinexcellencies, yet 


are 


a Chryſtaline 'Lanthorn tranſparent, and coruſcdtit,- not 


ing, and» the contained; the ſphear and the light, yet | 
both conſpire,'-4hd meet ina heighth-of ak. 01th | 
'rogether,| 


ing unke they hall 'mn- | 


and effeting a joynt perfettion- of.» Glory.” 


whereas the Creator is now-but in patt' magnified in Man, | 


| 


Vu 
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becauſe of: the: partial knowledge of :our: ſelves," #v og 
p 1» 74 C «| 


tually conveigh and. refle& their beauty, conducing to} 
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* | Chriſtians-..life; ſhall not prove then as it .is now by the 
- | World accounted of, a devourer of time, folly, and mad. 
neſs, but.a Tree of Life in the midſt of Eternity. .Yea, a| 
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cerning the admirable fecrets and excellent curioſities of 
the humanity ; Then rot only our underſtanding but our 
Eyes, and other bodily ſences fhall coadjute to make 
each Saint'a moſt exact Anatomiſt, a moſt divine Phy- 
loſopher. O let not then that better covetoulnelſs of ſe- | 
cular knowledge, make us bankrupts in ſpiritualsz Let 
not imprudent purſuits after the ſhadow, make us over- 
run the fabſtance. Being confident of this, that a true 


Tree of Knowledge, - whoſe fruits ſhall be fully ripe'in 
Heaven. ' Perplex .not thy ſelf then, vain Sophiſter;-in 
thoſe ſcholaſticals, and; endleſs labyrinths; I mean thoſe 
difficult, and ſo much controverted Queſtions, whether 
the Soul be ex tradnce, or immediately from God ? whe- 
ther it be confined-to'a Throne, or Tota iz toto, & tota 
in qualibtt parte £ Whether there be three diſtinct Souls 
in Man,,or 'only the rational? How the Soul ſees, hears, 
\mells, .taſts, touches by thole fences? Whether we ſee 
Intra. mittendo, or extra mittendo of the ſpecies? Whe- 
ther the-courle of the blood be circular, or direct? whe- 
ther odours nouriſh, or only..refreſh 2 with:many others 
of. the like ſtamp. ,: Rather,,O wandering'Diſputant, ler 
thy chief, ſtudy, be. to reſolye, theſe queſtions thus, that 
in our Savioars ſenſe, thou art' born of God; that thou 
art wholly: holy in every part, , bath of Soul' and Budy 5 
that he. the;incomprehenſible,; three.in one, is Soul of thy 
Soul, and ſees, hears,, taſts,, {ſmells and touches, in'th 
chaſt lgoks, devout attentions, ſpiritual reliſhes, faithfu 
imbracements, and. in the' ſweet ſavour:ofita:pious'conc 
verſation.' .That;thy holy love, the blood: of a@ion, and 
the life. of. practiſe, is circulr; and endleſs, having God 
to be its;Centre,. that from him-it may receive - dally; 
new '$pirits, and new fervour.:''That thy:Prayers, which | 
the learned, call Gods perfume, his incehfe;>do- not only 
revives; but by the:-powerfull attraftion of faviog grace 
feed thee to:Ktermal lite. POW IS bo { TALTO!. - B= ATTIRE od Eng 

Such, thoightsas;theſe' O Man; if practica ſhall mule 
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ſopher: Thele exerciſes, which are the ſtudy of Angels, 
andthe liveral Arts of Heavens Academy, end in the 
perfethon of knowledge. ' Burto proceed, O my Soul, 
thou now groaneſt under a Body of Lead, made up of 
corrapted fleſh, and ſtuft full wich -noifſome humours, 
either ſo fat, as it {weats. under its own-burthen ; or ſo 
lean, -and. weak,. that it needs wooden ſupports. In its 
motion, is ſo Worm-like, that its contemptible, if com. 
pared with:the pace of moſt four-footed Creatures. But 
in this thy' melioration, it ſhall become thy winged Cha- 


riot, and be.as ſwift as thy thoughts can imagine, or thy 
wiſh .defire, \. even like lightning (then. which it ſhall be 
far more ſprighttfull ). patfing. in an inſtant from one end. 
ot the. Heaven:to rhe other, thy whole body ſhall be then | 
ail: feet, not moving, as: now, but incredibly, ſwiftly 
guiding through thoſe immeaſurable ſpaces of the Empy- 
rean-Heavens:;: Theſe Locomotive Muflels,if at all uſeful 
ſhallchen- only {ſerve for the graver mealures of Glory : | 
for our iBodies (hall, as the Apoltle ſpeaks, be madelife 
unto: Chriſts glorious body, not only in its ſplendour, but 
in «ts voluntary .motion, 'afd other glorified qualities. | 
Now: as he aſcended, ſo (ſaid the Angels )/ſhall he deſ- 
cend ; not ſtep, by ſtep, bir as-it is *moſf like, with in- 
conceivable celerityz elſe could. not the: firſt Century, 
have confeſſed him to be at the right hand'of his Father, | 
in the. higheſt Heavens a hundred of years, not being ſut- | 
ficient according to Aſtronotnical diſc6veries, 'to have. 
algended ſo. many :millions/'of 'miles.-i'Nor could the | 
Sap; after the-:Judgmem'/paſt, utider the expence of 
many years, attain thoſe'Heavenly Manſions, "The glo- 
rified; Soul 'being|/now to re-enter, reaſſume, and 'to be 
reunited t0 its own body, chearfully-takes poſſeſſion; and 
findes-3t: raiſed,” fled and Trane. bythe Almighty 
Powe of: the Creator, . for its 'habiration.  Not-as for- 
|merhy2 Ptiſon;-kmdring and ftreightning irs faculties, 


| 


deftiancits; but-made-im every part ;mikmber, ad ſence, 
[eiipatious and proportionate to-irs-titmelt attivity;” Not 
Jasifarmerlya inavural; weighty, dull,!and-eatthly body, 


; 


anfitheir cnlarged | operations; by: reaſon of .Organieal |.. . - 
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| ritual, and heavenly bodiesz Secondly, in 


to: be changed, ae the reſurre&ion of the juſt, our: bodies 
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formerly (occaſioned by the curſe of fin) corruptible and 
mortal, but incorruptible and immortal. Not as former- 
ly weak, and infirm, eſpecially at Death, pale, noiſome, 
filthy, and diſhonourable, but powerfull, and- ſhining 
with glory, according to the Word of Truth,. declared | 
by the Apoſtle. 7t is ſowne in Corruption, it is raiſed 
in Incorruption, it is ſowne in diſhonour, it is raiſed in 
Glory, it is ſowne in weakneſs, it is raiſed in Power, it 
is ſowne a natural Body, it *is raiſed a ſpiritual Body ; 
As.-we have borne the Image of the Earthly, ſo ſhall' we 
bare the Image of the Heavenly; for Fleſh' and Blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdome of God, neither doth cor-| 
ruption inherit incorruption, for this corruptible, muſt pat 
on incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on immorta- 


lity Then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying, that is| 


written, Hoſea the thirteenth, Verl. the fourteenth, Death 

is ſwallowed up-in Vidory. _From the preceding Scrip. 

ture, is evidently proved, that the glorification of our 

bodies ſhall principally conſiſt z Firſt, in being raifed ſþ3- 

being made 

ſhining and glorious; eng 4 in their being #ncorrup- 
ic 


tible, and immortal; of all which more particularly, and | 
firſt of their ſpiritlality, and heavenlineſs. - 

Our preſent bodies, although they: are compounded 
of the four Elements, yet are made up in an anequal 
mixture, the proportion-being .much leſs' of Water,/than- 
of Earth, and much Wyſs of Ayre, than of Water, and'of 
Fire,than of Ayre. Therefore:our Bodies have the deno. 
mivpation from Eazth, and not from any-of the reſt, and 


are called in the foregoing Text, Earthly. Bodies. And | 
| much different in their mixture from the Bodies of Fiſh- 


es, Fowles, Meateors. This alſo our natural motioin de- 
clares., For being placed in any one of the thtee- other | 


Elements, and left at liberty, /by reaſon -of' our Earthly |. 


ponderouſneſs, we. violently move towards.the Centre'of 
the Earth, of which we were form'd; and upon:whittr is 
our habitation. -But our ſtate, place, and .condition'being 


( that ſhall be a live at the Lords'ſecond coming). ſhall 


be changed. And though the ſame' bodies. — 
| an 
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| Divine Medititions on F aith. h | 
and ſubſtance, -( as faith-holy Job ) hall be raiſed, yer 
much'differing from what they were' before, as to their 


mixture; and qualities. And' therefore are ſaid'to be rai- | 


ſed Spiritual, and Heavenly Bodies, A further proof 
| whereof the Holy Spirit pives us in that Text, wherein 
{he ſaith the Lord Jeſus Chriſt fhall change our vile Body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, ac- 
; cording to the working, whereby he is able even'to ſub- 
| due all things unto himſelt. The ſame witneſſes the be- 
| loved 'Apoftle, in that his bleſſed gradation, and com- 
pariſon, of our preſent, and future more glorious condi- 
tionz Beloved, now we are the Sons of 'God, and'it doth 
'not yet appear what we ſhall be, But we know, that when 
| be ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him! 
# he #. Whence note, this Apoſtle, or the reſt, did yot, 
yea could not, with their'then bodily eyes, behold him, 
as he was then riſen from the dead, he vailing his glory 
in condeſcention to their preſent ſtate.” ' 
| A fecond Heavenly, and Sprritual quality of the Saints 
glorified Bodies, is a ſwift and ſpeedy tocal motion pro- 
\pheſied of (as many interpret that place) in the Prophet 
\Iſay, They that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their 
| ftrength, rhty ſhall mount up with Wigs as. Eagles, they 
| ſhall run, and not be weary, and they fhall walk and not 
faint. Which I cannot better manifeſt to our weak ap- 
preheaſions, thaw by comparing it to a flaſh of lightning 3 
which-in an inſtant, paſſeth-from Eaſt; to'Weſt, and 
from one Port of the vaſt Canopy of Heaven, to the v- 
ther. This quality, alſo, was manifeſted tb be in our Sa- 
viours' glorified! Body upon” Earth , | (like to” which 
|\we ſhall be: raiſed) by 'his ſwift paſſage from Jers- 
ſelew, { being 'many fcore (miles ) .to a' Mountain in 
Galilee, when he was ſeen of five hundred Brethren 
at once." And from Jerxſalew to the Sea of Tiberize, 
when he did eat with Peter and the reſt, after the great 
draught of Fiſhes. And from thence to Jeruſalen | 
at his Aſcention from Mount 0/;vetz And which is alſo 
moſt demonſtrable,” by his'diſcent from' Heaven' to the 
Aire, when he ſpoketo, and-was ſeen of Paul in the'way 
to Damaſcus; which, without doubt, was a perſonal, riot 
; as 
| ; 


—_—TY 


_ - 


”_— COTS _ WF 7 NW > "—_—_— hd 


— 


_ 


| 


a 
, | 


— — on ER 
——O———_  —_— 
—— — —_ es 


4 


Phil, 3. 21. 


1 Johf 3. 4. 


| 


f 


6,9,s. 


John 2i.t, | 


Ads 9. $4 


— ——— — 


"= 


1 Cor. 15- S, 


Afts 1. 9, 12, 


169 [ 


| 


— — —— — ——_— —_—___— _— ——— — —— CC _ = 
— —  — 


170: 


x Cor. 15. 8. 
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1 Cor. 15.:50., 
2 COr. 12. 2» 
Plal. 68. 33. 


Col. I. 12. 


Col. 3. 3, 4. 


1 Thelſ. 4. 17. 


Ejaculation. 


John 1. 14. 


{ro be like Chriſt jn holineſs,,-and righteouſneſs, as thou 
|[Members, be_ſpirjq 


Divine Meditations on F aith. 
a viſional: appearance 3 fince the, Apoſtle adds, that. to his. 
other perſonal, appearances; ſaying, laſt of all, he/was' 
ſeen of me; which had not-it been real, had been but 4 
ſlender proof of- our Saviours. Reſurrection. To which 
end, he there vouches it. As'our Souls 'are now like the 


Angels, yea, Angels in the; Fleſh, ſo then,.our Bodies, as 
eo thi Spiritual quality, ſhall, be raiſed,* hke our Souls. 
That ſo their future union may be laſting,and compleat, 
and this Marriage may continue, and- be indifſolytable. 
In which.reſped the Apoſtle ſaith, they ſhall be" raiſed 
not only ſpiritual, but heavenly bodies, as fitted to: dwell 
in that. place ; which for the matter Philoſophers call a; 
nn ence, far more refined, than any, or all the four 

ementsz. and which the Scripture calls the Heaven of 
Heavens, and the, Inheritance of the Saints in light. -.. - 

O:my Soul, ſball thy Body at that great change;-and| 
reſarrettian of the juſt, be raiſed, heavenly, and ſpiritual, | 
like the body of our Lord;.;be- pure. as the Efſence, of | 
Angels, as ſpeedy, .and quicky as:to motion, as the light- 
ning, and fitted to inhabit. Heaven? Have a bigh value, | 
and 'eſteem of it, and make-not-this: Veſlel of -honour, : 

fioning, a Veſſel: of diſhonour,the Members of Chriſt, 
the Members of a Harlotz the Image of Godand Chriſt, 
the Image of Sathan; 'the. Temple of. the. Holy Ghoſt, a 
Stie, yea, a Hell of unclean luſts. Bur labour as much! 


hopelt, and deſireſty#to be like; bim, in glory. Let thy 
lembers, be. ized,: and: heavenized, and made 
Members of bolineſs unto. righteouſneſs. And let thy: 
conyerſagion bein Heaven, where thy habitation ſhall be.) 
For our life is hid in Chrift with God 3 and: when'he ap-| 
peares, .we [hall - 520h alſo with him in glory, and be: 


TH with the Lar ls lo i: + | 
O. omnipotent God, a acious Father, in my-Lord 
and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt; 6 in the-beginning,madeſt 
Man after thy own. Image; ;in holineſs, and in ri al- 
neſs. of body, and ſoul, as: having from everlaſting de- 
creed, that thy only begotten Son, the Eternal 'Word, 
ſhould be made Fleſh, and begome Man; And therefore: 
thou ſaideſt, let us make Man in our Image, after our 

like- 


| Divine Meditations on Faith. I7L | 
likeneſs; (for, to thee allthings paſt and future,are as in | G6)Oh 5, | 
| their preſent being). in;thy:; great 'goodnefs, :pitty, and 
with infinite. compaſſians, behold what .a ſad; and imiſer-| - 
able change, Sathan, and:Sin, have made in thy Image; 
[and Creature.) Thou heſt 'wade. Man upright, ' but they | xccleſ, 7. 29. 
have ſought qut, many inventions. Tea, every imagination | :G., 5c 
of 'the thoughts of Mans heart, are only: evil-continually. Ws, 
\ Their hearts! are deceitfull above dll things, and deſpe-| Jer. 17. 5. 
| rately wicket, who can;know them ? Their bodies are | \ 
| become ſo .ike Sathan, that they. may well be called | 
| Devils incarnate. T heit Heads izragine mischief contimi- | 
allyz their Eyes are altogether 'ſct upon vanity; their | 
Eares are ſoon ſet. open| to let in all.verbal uncleannefs 5 | 
their Smell is fum'd with: pride. their: Pallates are fur'd 
| with 7 ory erm exceſs; and their\touch:is the. pander | 
| of luſt, and lafciviouſnels ;| their Mouths, Tongues, and | pal. 5. g. 
| Throats are open Sepulchresz their right hands are full 
of bribes, iniquity, and oppreſhons'and-their Feet:walk | ,,,, , , 
in (the way of finners, and. are ſwift in running to miſ- 
chief, Jn ſumme, the whole Body is a Cape of: unclean 
laſts, and the wicked Inſtruments of all ungodlineſs, and | 
uorighteouſneſs. . ,O,mercifull Creator, this is our, ſinfull 
condition by nature. [But thou haſt: promiſed'to change 
theſe vile bodies,. and to. make then glorious bodies, 
like the body. of our Lord..,: O begin, I beſeech thee, 
\This change, and new. Creation, npon' my ,body here z | 
ſince they only that are ſanttified, .and.made new: Crea- 
tures, ſhall be ' glorthed 3 They only: that are raiſed and | er, 20. 5. 
have part in this firſt Refurrett Con fn,ritial-be. rat- 
ſed, and haye part in'the-ſecond jon, to Glory, 
Let it appear that I-amborn agam-of. Water,” and' the| 14, .. 
Spirit z and that Chrift is. alreadyiformed io me; and | 
let all thoſe ſenſes and. Members, | which have been the | 4-45 | 
Members of uncleanneſs,and to iniquity, unto iniquity,be | 
now the Members, and Seryants oÞ righteouſnes,- unto | f Rom. 6: 15. 
bolineſsz ſo ſhall my glory begin here in holineſs, and | 
righteouſneſs, and be compleated hereafter inthe perfedti 
on of Glory, Amer. | | | BTL 120131 
[ proceed next to the ſecond excellency of our Bodies | 9 !+£"2 4 
at the Reſurretion.' They ſhall ſhine - the brightneſs oF ; 
X 2 the 
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the Firmament;and as the Stars, for ever and ever. Yea, 
our. blefſed Saviour far tranſcends theſe expreftions*of 
the Angel-in Daziel, and ſaith, The righteowsfhall ſhite. 
forth as the Sun, in the Kingdome of their Father. Yea; 
tar higher, yet They ſhall partake "of the Glory of -God, 
(which is far above all created Glory ) he'deelaring that 
The: glory God hath given him, he had given them. All 
which is. comprehended in the tore-recited Texts. 'He 
ſhall make our' vile Bodies like. unto his glorious Body. 
And that when: he ſball appear, we ſhall be like him. \To 
this great truth, the Apoſtle Pau} turther beares witneſs, 
| aying, Whom he juſtifies, then he alſo glorifies. That 
| thoſe that ſafer with Chriſt, ſhall alſo be -glorified toge- 
ther with him. And'that oxr light affiition, which is but 
for a Moment, worketh for 1s, a far more exceeding and 
Eternal weight of Glory. That when Chriſt, who 3s our 
life, ſpall appear, then ſhall we «ſo _ with Him in 
Glory.-Of this excelling, and blefled ſtate of the People| 

| of Gad, .(cin'ithe.darker times of the Church, under 'the 
Law-)':the Pſalmiſt gives. teſtimony, ſaying, Lee the 
Saints be joyfull in Glory. And of himſelt in particular, 
Thou ' ſhalt -gnide me with thy counſel, and after receive 
me into Glory. | 1 (hall conclade'the proofs of this moſt 
comfortable encouraging, and raviſhing DoGrine, with 
the evidence of blefied Peter, When the chief Shepward 
ſhall appear, ye ſpall receive a-Orbww of Glory, that fades 
not-away.' The God.of' all grace hath called us into his 
Eternal Glory, by Jeſus . - Our bleſled Saviour in 
his: great- love: to us, and for' out encouragement 1n his 
ſervice, hath, not only from his own Mouth, and ,by his] 
Spirit in the Mouths of his Miniſters, (as hath been ſhew-- 
ed) verified this precious truth, and illuſtrated it, by ſen- 
ſible ſflailitudes; ſuch as the Sz, Stars, and: Firmament. 
but became himſelf :(* even in his ſtate of humiliation ) 
a Sign, Figure, and example of this glorious ſhining 
eandies.iod change of the Bodies of his Saints, at the 
| RefurreCtion, in that his wonderfull, and miraculous 
, transfiguration, in the preſence of Peter, James, and Johy, 
upon the Mount 3 when his: Face did ſhine as the Sw, 
aud\ his Rayment was white, as the Light. A fight ſo ra- 
| viſhing 
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| viſhing, and delightfull, that it made- Peter, although 
' bur a Spectator, to forget Wife, and Family, and to look 
' upon this World, as a Dunghill, ſaying: unto our Lord 
 jeſus'3. Lord, it is good for us to be here, if thou-wilt let 
\ #5 make here three Tabernacles, one for-thee, and one for 


——_— —— 
. 


a OW \/q+ 


uy 


Moſes, and one for Elias. (Conſider then, was this glori- 


ous pany in our Saviour fo ſuperlatively delightfull to 
Peter to behold 2 Whar (hall it be to us in the truition? 
Certainly true is that Word of the Lord, Eye hath not 


(ſeen, Ear hath not heard, \neither hath it entred into the 


heart of Man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. Our Souls-are now immund, or ra- 
ther 1mpriſoned with in a fleſhly Wall, or Jaile, of whi- 
ted Earth, and like a poor Priſoner, hath only the liber- | 


of the ſences. Neither is .it,- or can it now be'ſeen, or 
truly known by our ſelves,or others. But then that Image 
of God, that Angel-like Spirit, that moſt rich and ine- 
ſtimable Jewel, purchaſed with the infinite precious blood 
of the Son of God,and valued by him to be more worth 
than the whole World, ſhall dwell, and be houſed in the 


body glorified, as in a ſhining, pure, and tranſparent 
Chryſtal Cabinet. And ſhall be ſeen, and known, by 
Saints, ( our ſelves, and Angels ) as to-its forme, to its 


glorious operations, and perfect beauty. The reſplen- 
dent body, like a Concave Mathematical Glaſs, not de- 
miniſhing, but magnifying, and adding to its excellent 
glory, and brightneſs. And moves according to its will, 
trom place to place, like an Angel, with incredible (wift- 
neſs. The Soul, acting with a more enlarged,” and excel- 
lent advantage, as to all its faculties, and operatians, by 
the ſubſerviency, union, and concomitancy of the Mem- 
bers, and ſenſes of our glorified bodies, than it could do 
without them.. Of which in their due place (with Gods 
aſſiſtance ) I ſhall treat more particularly. 

O my. Soul, ſhall thy frail flefhly body, be ſhining like 
the Stars, and the Firmament, in all its brightneſs $ 
| rious like the Sun, -yea, like the brighteſt Son of Righte- 
oulneſs, and be repleniſht with the glory of. God? Shall 
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ment ? 


ty to peep,and. look out at the Cinque-ports,or ve| 
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ment? Thy Chariot of Tryumph? Yea more, the com- 


' 
{ 


| 
| 
' 


pletion of thy excellency, and Celeſtial happinels? o 
give it now its due honour, and inllave it not to Sathan, | 


and, to. finfull luſts. Thou ſhalt ſhortly be thine, and the! 


Angels glorious companion. Debaſle it not {o much, as to 
put it to dig and delve in the Earth, like a blinde Mole. 
Nor to cloath it ſelf with thick Clay, nor to feed upon 
white, and yellow daft, which is the Serpents Meat,and 
curſe; which ſhall, within a ſhort ſpace of time, thine 
like the Stars and Sun in the Heavens, 

Yea, ſuffer it not to be beſpotted, and defiled, with 
uncleanneſs. Nor to be joyned, or united to an Harlot; 
which conjoyn'd with thee, ſhall be a perfect, and glori- 
ous Image of God incarnate, and for ever the Spoule of 
Chriſt, and the Habitation and Temple of God the Holy 
Ghoſt. What though -as yet thou art in a ſtate of humi- 


liation, aſcend thou with our Lord, into the Mount, mro 


the high Mountain of Divine, and Heavenly Contempla-| 


rion;z being both in Body and Soul raiſed from above 
the vanities of this low, and evil World. Let thy con- 
verſe. be with Moſes and Elias, the Law, and the Pro- 
phetsz and by ſo doing, tbou ſhalt be transformed, and 
cransfigur*d, yea, thy tace (hall ſhine, and thou (halt be 
changed into the Image of God, from glory to glory, by 
the Spirit of the Lord. 

O Lord, my God, who art infinite in free grace, and 
mercy, in goodneſs, bounty, and liberality z and haſt a- 


bundantly manifeſted thy ſelf to be all this, to me (a 
poor and miſerable _ in my Lord,and Saviour, Je- 
ſus Chriſt; whom thou haſt ſent in my nature, to pur» 
chaſe for me, not only ſalvation,from everlaſting death; 
but ſuch a fhining, and glorious ſtate, and condition, of, 
Soul, and Body, with thee, unto Eternity: give me a 
gratefull heart, and an obedient life, which is the real 
thankfulneſs of thy Children. Yea, let the Meditation: 
and application by faith, of this bleſſed and tranſcendent 
change, not only raviſh me in Spirit, as/ Petey was, at the 
ſight of the repreſentation thereof, at: out Lords Tranl- 
figuration 5, but let me with holy Paul, follow alter it, 
that 7 may apprehend that, for which, alſo 1 am appre- | 


hended 
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bended of Chriſt Jeſus, as counting my ſelf not to bave 


apprehended; and therefore through thy grace, Les me ha 

forget, thoſe things that are behind, and reach forth to 

the things that are before, preſſing towards the mark. = 3 
Eerie - 


the price of the hzgh calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus. Let 
me ſo run, wot as uncertaimly; ſo fight, not as one that| " <2:9-26+ 
beateth the Aire, but keep under this my Body, and bring 
it into * mg. leaſt by any meanes, when I have in- 
ſtruFea others, I my ſelf ſhould be 4 caſt away, Graci- 


27. 


to walk 1n newneſs of life, that 1 being planted together | 
with my' Saviour, 1n the likeneſs of his Death; (asto fin) | 
I'may be alſo raiſed with, and by him, in the likeneſs 

of his Reſurre&ion to Glory ; and having theſe precious | 2 Cor. 7. 1. 
promiſes, let me through faith in them, be by thee en- | 

abled to cleanſe my Self, from all flthineſ; of the fleſh, =_ Ip 

' and ſpirit, perfeGing holineſs in thy fear; for without  Ecclel. 8, 1. 
bolineſs, none ſhall ſee thy Face. O Kord, let my con» 
,verſation be in Heaven, although my body be on earth. | 

. | And ſince thy Word ſaith, a Mans wiſdome. makes his Jan. 3. 17. 
' Face to ſhine, give me that true wiſdome that is from 
above. And fince thou haſt, in infinite mercy, given me | 

this blefſed hope, that even my body ſhall ſhine, and be \,. . 

. Dn L ; .Joh. 5. 35. 

elorions, like the Stars, and Sun, after this life z give me 
grace in this life to be a burning, and ſhining light, with 

| John the Baptiſt, and to be harmleſs, and blameleſ7, « Phil. 2. 15. 
Son of God without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe generation. Amongſt whom, ler me ſhine as 
a Light in the World, that they ſeeing my good works, | 

may-glorify thee my Heavenly Father, Awer. Math. $. 15. 


Bodies glorified, after the Reſurrefticn 3 vis. Their in- 7M, md mn 
-corruptibiliry and EN. In order to our' more glurified bodies. 
cleer underſtanding, . of this ſo wonderfull a change,” in ; co; 15. 55. 
which, as faith the Apoſtle, "This Corruptible, muſt - put | 
on Incorruption; and this mortal, muſt put on immorta- 


| Divine Meditations 6n Faith. | Toe | 


ous God in order to this glorious, and new life, grant me | Rom. 5. 4, 5. 


I proceed now to the third Heavenly excellencyof our | 0fthe incor- 


lity, Fſhall from the ground of right reaſon, and natural 
Philoſophy, humbly offer theſe conſiderations: Firſt, 
thar the body of Man is compounded (although-unequal- 
”2 of the tour Elements. And that at Death, which "6 

h Yy 2 the! 
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2 Peter 3. 13. 
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| Gen. 8s. 2, 
I9, 24. 


| Job 1+ 16, 
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| can make ſomerhing of nothing ; ſo none but he can an- 


| 


| 
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2 Kings 3. I0, 


ſtand at the latter Day upon Earth, and though after my 


ſee God: Whom I ſhall ſee, for my ſelf; and my Eyes 
ſhall behold, and not another, though my Reines be con- 
ſumed within mes Then certainly, at, and after death, 


Divine Meditations on F aith. 
the diſſolution of the Soul, and Body. The Spirit re-| 
turns to him that gave itz and the Body returns to the 
four Elements, the firſt Principles of which 1t was com- 
pounded. 'T his is illuſtrated, and proved from Scripture, 
which witneſles, that at the ReſurreCtipn, . The Sea gave 
up ber Dead ; that is, that part of the ſubſtance ot the 
Bodies that were in itz and Death and Hell (that 1s, the 
Earth, ' or Grave) delivered up the Dead that were in 
them. Farther, this muſt be granted,” as an undeniable 
maxime, that as none but God, our Almighty Creator, 


| 


nihilate any Creature, or any Atom of a Creature, fo as 
to make that ſomething nothing. If this be a certain 
truth, (as aſluredly it is; ) and that the Lord hath de- 
clared in his Word, that the ſame Bodies in which the 
Soul lived here upon Earth, ſhall again appear, and be 
raiſed at the Reſurrection, (as inſpired Job- atteſts) ſay- 
ing, I know that my Redeemer lives, and that T ſhall 


skhin Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh, ſhall T| 


that part of our Bodies that is a part of the four Ele- 
ments, from a Principle, ſympathy, law, and 1nſtin( of 
nature, (the compolitum and ſtructure being diflolved, 
and ſeparated ) ſhall return to that Element, of which it 
is a part; where it ſhall be kept, and preſerved, by the 


all-governing Power, and providence of God, as ina 
Wombe, or Treaſury, untill its new birth, at the Reſur- 
rection;”. 


In the next place, conſider, that when the Lord makes 
a new Heaven, and a new Earth, according to his pro- 
miſez (which I humbly conceive) only extends to this 
Orbe of Earth, and Water, and to the Regions, and-E- 
lements of the Aire, and Fire 3 theſe two laſt, are moſt 
frequently in Scripture, \called Heaven. - That flami 
and |Xtherial Fire (not Elementary ) in which the Lor 
Jeſus ſhall deſcend, and appear, with the ten thouſands 
of glorified Souls, and Angels, and which ſhall — | 
a 


_— 


| 


| dies will natura 


ſame in hope, Becauſe the Creature 'it ſelf alſo ſhall be 


Divine Meditations on Faith. 
all the wicked that are then in the World, and:burn up 
their works; ſhall accordingly, as it is the nature, and 
true effe&t,and property of Fire,to purge and purify each 
of the four Elements, from all that droſs and corryptible 
quality, that hath intermixt, and cleaved unto them, by 


the righteous Judgment, and curfe of God for Mans fin. 
Whence ſhall proceed that admirable change, as to their 
qualities, (although not of their ſubſtance) deſerving the 
name, in the Scripture promiſe,' of a zew Heavei, and 
of a xew Earth; .As'it 1s moſt excellently ſet forth by 
Saint-Pa#l in theſe words; For the arwef expeFation of 
the Creature, wait for the manifeſtation' of the' Sons 
of God. For the Creature was made ſubje# to vanity,not 
willingly, but by reaſon of him, who hath ſubjeted the 


delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the 'glori- 
ous liberty of the Children of God. For we know that 
the whole Creation groaneth, and travelleth in' pain ' to- 
gether,untill now. The Elements then, are made' like un- 
to the Heavenly ſupream Orbes; pare, lucid, and incor- 
ruptible. Hence I infer, that theſe four Elements'being 
thus wonderfully changed. in their qualities, - and made 
incorruptible; in which, reſpectively, the ſeveral parts, 
and ingredients of our Bodies are laid up, and-reſerved, 


as being naturally a part of them; There muſt neceſſa- | 
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rily follow, the ſame and the like change,and alteration, 
in the 'matter and ſubſtance of our Bodies alſo,- Whence 
it: will follow, that although 'the firſt change, in the Ele- 
ments, is _—_ and wonderfull; that, in our Bo- 
rally follow, as an effe&'from that cauſe; 
Our: great God, as in the firſt Creation, cauſed/ the'pro- 
duction of 'alb.things, out of their firſt matter, as f6 
lirearins from: that Fountainz [ in _ new, _ py 
wth of things,;he as. a rational, and natural. "ro: 
__ in inatient) chang bo the fore-mentionbd'qua- 
liticy-ofi our: new-raiſed Bodies, 'to: be" a neceffary, and 
certain effet; flowing from:the charyge'of the tes, 
outoot which rhey are compounded.” It-bei than 
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mediatly fuceeed, the making of the'new Heaven, hr 
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probable, that the 'ReſarreQion of -our Bodies7 [hall im-| 
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John 6. 47. 


John 11. 25. 


John Il. 26, 


- [according to the Apoſtles expreſſion, immortal: Death 


Statutes ;of Nature, | 7t is appointed to Mer: once to,dye; 


be divided: from :the ptherz">yet incither Soil por Body, 


Drvine Meditations on F aith. | 
the new. Earth, the Saints habitation 3 as 1t was in the' 
firſt Creation; when the Lord made the Earth, and all 
the Creatures, firſt, before he made Man, the Lord, and' 
Poſleſlor of it, and them. | 

The premiſles being granted; I thence conclude, that 
as Mortality, is a necel{ary effect, and conſequent, of cor- 
ruption, ſo the immortality of the Body (to uſe the A- 
poſtles phraſe) is as neceſlary an efie&, and conſequent, 
of incorruption. :For that ſubſtance that. can never more 
be corrupted, may truly be ſaid to be everlaſting, and 


ſignifying, either in ſenſible, or vegitable Creatures, 
a. putred. and evil. change, or alteration; as alſo a de- 
baling, diminiſhing, and deforming ſeparation ; as be- 
ig \the curſe, and fruit of Sin,and abhoxrent to nature. 
Having hitherto diſcourſed of this marvellous change 
of our-Badies at: the Reſurxedion, and given fome natu-' 
ral. reaſons thereof, as a Philoſopher 3 +.I- muſt now, as a 
Chriſtian, aſcend-higher,and prove this eminent change, 
to proceed alfo from a far higher and nobler cauſe, than! 
meer 'naturez even from the ſpiritual, real, and myſtical 
union, /of our Perſons, through: faith, and the Eternal 
Spirit, as Members to our. Head..the Logd Jeſas, who:is| 
God-Man,' bleſſed for ever. : 0. © + ib 
-: As:fince fin, God hath enacted this, ta be one of the 


And. by another Law of Nature, after. Death, hath:dif 
ſolved 'this Microcofine of:Soul from Body,; Every! part| 
of the ys (as bath-been ſhewed ) returns to its proper 
Element:,'{o by the Law of: Chriſt, God-Man, the Eter- 
nal. Word, that was made Fleſb, it is dedreed and affir-| 
med, ay an indubitable truth, That he ithat believeth is 
him bath everlaſting life. And. though herwere dead; . x] 
ſpall he lizze. Whoſoever liveth and believeth, in bim, ſha 
never. Age, From: hence it is:maſt dleer-that in a 4pir 
tual ſence, the death. of the/Saints, is no.death; they bei 
ing {> united by faith, that although the. Soul be divided| 
from the-Bedy,ciand. each Elementary part of the 


Joha 14. 6. 


7 or; any: greih, or: part. thereof,.can be ſeparated fromour 
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| Divine Meditations on Faith. 
head the Lord Jeſus, in whom ( who 1s eternal life) is 
our life. Though we are dead in a natural ſence, yet we 


live ſpiritually in and by his Spirit. In which ſence alſo 
the whole myſtical body of Chriſt, the univerſal Church, 


 _— 
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| 


| waz, the truth, and the lifes becauſe! I'liwe, yer jba{h inte 
| «lfo.-Thew bafti given me yowen overall: flefb, thif Liſoouhi 
| give, Eternel. Life ita a5 antely.o5 thou heſ given 


and every Member thereof, is ſaid to be joyned 'to the 
Lord, and is one Spirit; as being by the Holy Ghoſt (the 
ever-living God, that fills all things, the Spirit-of the Fa- 
ther, and the Son) as by an unmeaſurable, and evyerlaſt- 
ing Ligament, tyed, and united to the Lord Jeſus, our 


tata, in toto, & tota in qualibet parte : So it nay be 
ſaid,. that the for ever bleſſed Spirit of God the Father 
and the Son, in and by this ineffable union, and-in dwel- 
ling, is wholly agd ſpiritually, both before and' after 
death, in our Souls, and in our Bodies, and in every 


part of them, 'although never ſo far ( by reaſon of a na- 


tural death) ſeparated one from another. Here note, 


that although: the Scripture declares, that ins God all 


things. live, move, and - have their being, as he is their 
Creator,and Preſerver, and in whom, and by whom they 
at,'and have their ſubſiltance, yet'the difference is very 


this life of the Saints, both as ta the nature; ant durati- 
on af'it. That flowing-from his Almighty power, and 
goodnels, as a-Greator 3 thisggom his Eternal love.as our 


mwal,,end read yaion;unts: Godin Ghrift, (For the: fur- 
ther  glearingy! and proof iof. which imartality; as well 


|of,0ux:Bodies;/as of our Souls,  conkdetithe words.of our 
|blefied.$aviour, -As the Fathen bath life in bieſelf;: ſo 


hath:ihe given to the. Son,to:have: lift: himſelf 1 4m. the 


[me;! Ady 
Sheep bear my voice, and T give 'uvto » Eternal Bift. 
/Te-thgfe let u$for further) teftimony:kdd; che exprefions 
of, the Apaltle> Pars The:ibife which! 3 naw liverim the 


| £4f8 54: live-by forth 3n-theiSau of 'Gdd.r' Newertheleſr 1 
| l;ongigna wot, thut Chriſt: digeth ini me.) Our life i hid 
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head, So that, like as it is ſaid of the Soul , That It is| 


great, betwixt that life: of the-Creatures on Earth, and 


Father in {Chriſt 5 that ; _ temporary 3: this life 
Eternals as flowing from. the higheſt-Pxinciple,] our ſpi-* 
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+1. [ſhall continue to'E 


him, and with him at the ReſurreCtion for ever, and' for 


| his body, the Church united to him, in this life; by a 


Divine Meditations on F aith. 
with Chriſt in God. When Chriſt, which 3s our life, ſhall| 
appear, then ſhall we appear with him in Glory. The firſt 
Man was made a living Soul, the laſt Adam was made 4 
quickning Spirit. That was not firſt which is ſpiritual, | 
but that which is natural, and afterward that which is 
ſpiritnal.” By one Spirit we are Baptized into one Body, 
whether we be Jew, or Gentile, whether we be bond, or 
free, and have been all made to drink into one- Spirit. 
He that is joyned unto the Lord, is qne Spirit. By theſe 
bright Seripture-lights is evidently diſcovered, and mani- 
feſted to us3 that as the head in the natural body, con- 
tains the animal ſpirit, and conveyeth, and gives anima- 
tion to all the Members of the Body ; ſo the Lord Chriſt 
God-Man in one Perſon, is the head of his Spiritual, and 
myſtical Body,the Univerſal Church z and that from him 
alone, not only that ſpiritual life conſiſting 1n holineſs, 


and righteouſneſs; but alſo that eternal, and immortal 
life, in which, both in Soul, and Body, we (hall live m 


ever, is given and communicared into every Member of 


true faith, and by the dnimation and in-dwelling of the 
Holy Ghoſt; who is the life and ſpirit ef God the Fa- 
ther, and of God the Son. Therefore in theſe, and other 
Scriptures, God the Father is ſometimes called our life ; 
other-times, Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to be our. 
lifez thereby evidencing, that this eternal life of the 
Saints, hath its" ##wmediade riſe, and Original fromthe 
Trinity in Unity; God-bleſled for ever. Not by partid- 
pation of the Eſſence of the God-head, / but by the re 
and' ſpiritual anion; of their Perſons, as Members 
Chriſts myſtical Body,unto the Perſon of Chriſt ; throi 
faith;\.and the inhabitation and vivification of ,the | 
Ghoſt. The firſt of which (vis. Faith') ſhall ceaſe, a 
be ſwallowed up (after death)'in fruition.” Bur the other 
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- From what T have his e ' offered; although-in 


©” | weakneſs, (for who is ſufficient for theſe thing?}T hope 
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it is abundantly cleared, that the eternal life of the Saints, | 
and: the. glorious -incorruptabllity, and .immortaliey® 


. - their] 


[Orbes 3 and are 1n a natural poſſibility ( if God p ed 


- 
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their Bodies, flowes from a far higher Principle,or cauſe, 
than from only meer nature, made new, refined, and in- 
corruptable. And that though the Elements through their 
incorruptability, are become Eviternal, like the Superior 


lo to continue, without change, or alteration, Everlaſt- 
ingly 3 yet in all this, they fall far ſhort of the Eternal 
duration, of the glorified Souls and bodies of the Saints; 
which have not only a perpetuity, arifing from' the refi- 
ned, and.incorruptible nature, but an Eternity, flowing 
from the ſpiritual, real, and inſeparable union of their 
Perſons through faith, and rhe Holy Ghoſt, to the Per- 


{on of the Lord Jelus Chriſt God-man, as Members uni- | 


ted to their Head. In which reſpe&,befides the declared 
politive, and unchangeable decree,and promiſes of God, 
(who cannot lye) as theſe Scriptures witneſs armongſt many 
others formerly mentioned, 'viz. God ſo loved the World 
that he gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. 
Who ſo eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh wy Blood, hath e- 
ternal life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. The 
Saints T ſay are placed and fixed in ſuch a bleſſed and 
certain ſtate and condition, as living ſpiritually in God, 
and God in them, as hath been orovedthiae it is as poſ- 


ſible for God, who is Eternal Life, to perifh and dye, as 
for any of his Saints to dye or periſh, thac live by and in 
his lifez according to that unanſwerable Argument of 
our Lord and Saviour. As the living Father hath ſent 
me, and I live by the Father, ſo he that eateth me, even 
be ſpall live by me; Becauſe T live, yee ſhall live alſo. 
To conclude, I humbly conceiye that this Eternal Life 
of the Saints, as to the reaſon and nature thereof, far 
tranſcends the Eternal Life of the glorious Angels,in that 
as far as is revealed in Scripture, their life was given 
them by an act of Gods goodneſs, will and;power intheir 
firſt Creation, and is preſerved, continued and confirmed, 


fore, thoſe of them that kept not. their firſt ſtate, are for- 
ever ſeparated from God,(who is lifeJand ſwallowed up 


into Eternal Death 3 whereas the life, even to the Saſnts, 
| Aaa pro- 
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to the Elett Angels, by an a& of his grace. And there- | 


| Joh, 3. 16. 


Joh. 6. 54- 
Joh. 14-19,29. 


Joh.17. 22,23» 
Joha 6. 56, 


John 6. 57- 


John 14. 19» 


Jude 6, 
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; | proceeding from Gods ſpiritual inhabitation, and com- 
munion, with them, is undeterminable, unchangeabje, in- 
ſeparable;z and is therefore Eternal. _ 
TONE O my Soul, ſhall this thy impure, ;mortal body, imme- 
aliloquium. In. - 
diately after the making of a new Heaven, and. a new 
Earthz the refining of the four Elemepts, of.-which it 
was formed, and out of which it ſhall again be raiſed, |. 
and reaſſumed,.appear at the ReſurreCtion of the; jult, 
as having its ſubſtance purified, and made incorruprible? 
Therefore according to the Scripture-phraſe,. immortal, 
and ceverlaſting,like as are the bright and ſuperiar-Qrbs? 
Yea, which is much more wonderfull; ſhall this ,jacor- 
ruptability, everlaſtingneſs, avd 1mmortality of thy ſoul, 
and body, be unchangeable, and eternal, becauſe thy 
Perſon is ſpiritually, and really united, .by the. indzyell, 
-.; [ig of the Holy. Ghoſt, upto the Perſon of Chriſt,thy 
| Head, and untg, God in Chriſt, who is Eternal Life? yea! 
laſtly, doth this lite excel] and tranſcend,as in reſpedt of 
the .cauſe, and nature of it, the life and being of all o- 
they Cxeatures, even, of the ever bleſſed Angels, as being 
built, not only as theirs 1s, upon. the, Baſis of Gods crea- 
ting power, and goodneſs, which gives a boring to all 
things, but is eſtabliſht upon his declared promiſe, and 
eternal truth; and' hath, its unalterable duration from our| 
dwelling, and living in God, and he in us, and from| 
| that inſeparable fellowſhip, we bave with the Father,and 
the Son, in the communion of the Holy Ghoſt > { 
O my. Soul, are theſe things true ? Have they been e- 
videnſt to thee out of the Scripture of truth? O. how 
oughteſt thou in all humility, and enlarged thankfulneſs, 
to proſtrate thy ſelf at the foot.ſtool of thy infinite, good, 
gracious, and mercifull God, and Father, in the. Lord 
Jeſus. Chriſt, admiring, and adoring him; Firſt, for the] 
Revelition, and manifeſtation by his Word, and holy 
Spirit, of ſo high, raviſhing, and ſtupendious a myſtery, 
the. wonder, and praiſe of glorified Saints, and. Angels, 
Pal. 42. 7. | and, the miracle of divine love. Next, let, (as'the.Pro-| 
phet ſpeaks) one. deep, call unto another, and from the 
fGghr of the bottomlets Pit of Hell, Death, and Sin (out 
ts which eternal love in Chriſt, free grace, and infinite 
| mercy, 
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1 John 1. 3. 


ied nt nn 


'| moſt gracious, and All-wilſe diſpoſe * | whoſe free gifts, 
bounty, and unconceivable liberality, are 'not ſuch, as | 
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\mercy, bathi taken thee ) Call upon, and bleſs-God: for 
this infinite depth of mercy. Yea, cxalt' and magyify. the 


which paſſeth knowledge, O my Soul, the:mi ty An-/ 
gels leaving their firſt ſtate, as ambitiouſly{eekirig a' 
greater, ( as the learned conceive!) : were caſt down:for 
their pride, and diſcontentedneſs, from the bigheſt 'Hea- 
ven, into the deepeſt abyſs of Hell. | And {our firſt Pa- 
rents, for the like ambition, and deftre of bettering their 


amples, I have reaſon to think, ſhould Man have had a 
thought, or deſign, of, or by himſelf, to be. poſſeſt of ſo 
| glorious a life, prerogative, ſtate, and condition, as our 
gracious God hath freely given us in-Chriſt ; It had.been 
10 high,and unwarrantable a fin, and ambition, as would 
have juſtly deſerved as great a curſe and puniſhment. O 
from this experience of infinite love, (for God is love) 
pray inceſlantly in return thereof, not only to: be enlar- | 
'ged, and raiſed to the higheſt, and-greateſt love, and 
|thankfulneſs, that a Creature can be: made capable of; 
'But that thou mayeſt hence-forth have no will, but his, 
(which ſhall be thy great wiſdome) in all things, ſub. 
mitting all thou haſt, and thy whole. Man, ſolely to his 
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height and depth, the breadth and length of this 1 you 


condition, were caſt out of Paradiſe. From which | ex-!| - 


Creatures beſtow on their favourites; but ſuch as becomes 
the Majeſty and immenſneſs of a God, who gives to 
his Saints, benefits and bleſſings temporal, ſpiritual and 
eternal 3 not only above their prayers, hopes and expecta- 
tions; but as the Apoſtle expreſles, above what we can 
either. 95k or think. MO 

O- my Soul, ſhall thy body be 1ncorruptible' and im- 
mortal 2. defile it not with luſt any more, neither let fin 
abound, becauſe grace hath abounded. Since thou muſt 
know that thy incorruptability and immortality muſt in 
a true Scripture and ſpiritual fence, begin in this life, al- 
.|though they are to be perfected in the next. Theretore 
our Saviour ſaith, He that believeth on him bath ever- 
laſting life, And the Apoſtle affirmes, that we are made 


is ſit together in Chriſt, in Heavenly places. And Saint | 


Aaa 2 John 


1 John 4. 16, 


Epheſ. 3. 20. 


Rom. 6. I, 


Johan 3. 36. 
Epheſ. 2.6. 
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Rom, Þ. 10. 


iT Core. 6. 19, 


Colof. 3. 3- 
Rom. 6.14. 


Eant. 5. 6, 


| John 13, 1. 
| 
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| Rom, 11, 29. 
| Jer. 31. 3. 
_ Pfal. 51.8. 


Pſal. 102. 3, 5+ 
| Heb, 2. 14» 


I5, 
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{| «ll their life time ſubje@® unto bondage; And did not takt 
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ow declares; 1 John 5.12. That he that hath the Son 
ath lifez and he that hath not the Son hath not life, 

And bleſſed Part aftirms, If Chrift be in ws, the Body js 
dead, becauſe of ſin; but the ſpirit is life, becauſe of 
righteouſneſs. | 

Again, doft thou” live in Chriſt, and Chriſt in thee ? 
Art thou even as to thy body, the Habitation and Tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt? and ſpiritually and infeparably 
united to God in Chriſt? and is thy life hid with God 
in Chriſt? Dally no more with fin; for there can be n6 
communion betwixt light, and darkneſs. And know this, 
although thou canſt not dye eternally,yet thy backſlidings 
in wiltull, and preſumptuous finnings, may, through thy 
Spouſe his righteouswith-drawing and deſertion, caſt thee 
into ſuch. a ſwoon, and tranſe, that thy life, peace, and 
Heaven here, may as to thy feeling, be turned into em- 
nity, death, yea, and to an Hell upon Earth. Give not 
that ſabtil deſtroyer, Sathan, occaſion, or advantage, by 
ſpiritual adulteries, and reiterated Rebellions, to ſue out' 
a divorſe, in the: Court of thy Conſcience, berwixt thy 
Spouſe and thee. For know this, that although, how 
Chriſt loves,he loves to the end 5 And his gifts and call- 
ing are without Repentanece; and that though thy Huf- 
band hath loved thee, with an everlaſting love; yet ſuch 
a ſuite, will be very troubleſome, and chargeable, and 
may coſt thy Spirit many and unexprefiible fighs, groans,' 
and lamentations. And may, as it were, break thy bones, 
or make thy Body a very Sceleton, only fit for a Grave. 

Laſtly, for as much as the Children of God were par- 
takers of fleſh-and blood : Did the Son of God vimſel 
likewiſe take part of the ſame, that through Death, 
might deſtroy him that had the power of Death, viz. the 
Devil; to deliver them, who through fear of Death, were 


on him the nature of Angels, but took on bim the Seed i 
Abraham ; from which hypoſtatical union of the two ni- 
tures, in one Perſon, and the union of thy Perſon, to his| 


Perſon, by the Etegnal Spirit, is given unto thee eternal 
life, in a far higher, and more excellent way, and man- 


ner, than to the Ele& Angels? Did the Lord of Heaven 


and 
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Divine Meditations :on'F aith; | 


and Earth, -the Heir-of all things, not only tharfy him- 
ſelf ro thy: nature, but alfo unto thee?' For, 7 #1 married 
unto you, ſaith the Lord, m the Prophet, and the ho- 
nourable- Ordinance" of Marriage, therefore called'by-the 
Apoſtle, '4 great ' Myſtery, becauſe-even in Eves forma- 


lively Figure'of this thy ſpiritual Mafriage; and union 't6' 
the fecond 'Adaw ? | Haſt thou through infinite mercy re- 
ceived alfurance hereof, that thou art thy Beloveds, and 
that thy Beloved is thine ? Is the Marriage Day, and 
Supper appointed, and'declared and in the interim, haſt 
thou an Eſponſal conteratt, ſubſcribed to, by thy faith; 
and by his Spirit? O be exceedidg watchfull, and' care- | 


Bridegroom,/by any finfull relapſes, and backilidings, in- 
to any ſin, that may move him to jealouffe.' For as jea- 
loufte 1s the rage of 'a Man, ſo the anger and jealoufie of 
thy God, is ſaid to burn like Fire, againſt ſuch unfaith- 
full, and ſpiritual Adultereſles. | | 

Q, as thou tendereſt the love of thy God, and of thy 
Spoule, and thy peace of Conſcience, and thy Heaven 


upon Earth, venture not'to blot or blur ſo blefled an af- 
ſurance, and evidence of thy Eternal happineſs, union 
and lite in him, by ſin, or apy preſumptuous iniquity, 


. 


and rebellion. Nor to cruſt it over by cuſtomatry'finni 


tion, and io its firſt [aſticution, it'Wis'to be-a'T ype, and | 


full of offending ſuch a loving: Spouſe, and 'glorious | 


Prov. 6. 34+ |: 


Cant. $3. 4. 


or delay of repentance. But by an holy, chaſt, and religr- 
ous walking, Keep it ſo fair written and legible, that all 
other Saints, bat principly thy ſelf, at all times, but eſpe- 
cially in the time of trouble, temptation, and hour of 
death, may read it.. Then, though thy Eyedttings are 
broken, :the eye of thy faith ſhall Þehold it, and fee thy 
Name written in Heaven, and in'' the Lambs Book of 

Lite. | > 
© bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, wt art the 
Reſurrection,and the Life,and haſt declared tnthy Word 
of Truth, that this my vile Body ſhall be raifed, and' 
made a-Heavenly and ſpiritual Body, like to thine; give 
me to behold this wonderfull change, continually by. 
faith, the eye of my Soul: then ſhall T not be' abaſhed 
or Ailimayel at the baldneſs and a of old 
bb agez 
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Rev. 21. 27. 


; Ejaculation. | 


John 11. 25- 


1 Cor, 15, 443 
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 Ventes! ©- 
| Verſe 4. 
/Plal, 17. 14. 


2 TIM. 2. 21. 


Revel. 12. 4. 


Jude 13. 


| I Cor. 6. 16, 


I Cor, 6. 19. | 


"'*|the Clocks nor-be; affaid, or unyilling,to eumber my; 


© [haſtning my approach to,and the,enjoyment: of —_ 


... | ous, and mercitull Redeemer, ſhall this'.corruptible put! 
|Let this ſupernatural change begin here, 'as it dath in all 
thy CanRibed onesz 4 


Divine Meditations'on F aith\ 
age z at: my fiollow:Eyes,' wrinckied; Cheeky, tlindneſg,. 
deafneſs;,gy: toagbleG,Gums,and pale; countenagnee 5: nor; 
at, the Palineſs, lamgneſs.and. detrepitnels wg Hangs, 
Feet, and-other Membprsy . 2s. lInoking, upon: this! weak, | 
diſcaſed,.and aged, Pagys-35/ uperi an old and. weather: 
beaten, T'ens. .. /Kgowings that .Zfi\ghe | Eartbly Houſe of 
this my. Tathernacle were |diffalgedy'] have. a huthding of 
Ggd,, an Honſe. not, wage with '\Hands, Eternal: in thi 
Heavexs,..Groaning earpghtly, and defiring (with, the Aw 
poſtle P ag ) #9. be clogthed upon,..aith my Houſe which 
is from;Heavewz With which,if 1 be cloathed, 1;J6a1l: war! 
bei faund;naked  That;this Montehty. may be wallowed: 
#p,of Life. Let: me;nat, O-Lord, with: the Worldling,; 
who, hath his,P ortion only.iz this Life, be; troubled, at: 
the Knell, of.every paſling Bell;/ figh at every {iriking of 


++ * 


| 


Days,.or, tg caſt up the. accampt of ay years :but greats 
ly rejoyce:at. the ebd of every; hour, day, iand year, as. 


Being moſt willing to have my,Body-interred, that after! 
a long time, (like the- matter of China Veſſels) it may; 
be raiſeg, and mage lucid, tranſparent, and a Yeſſe/ of 
honour, fit to be made uſe of, in;the; Palace of Heaven... ; 
\ Shall my, Body. be ſhining, eyd: glorious like; the Sun 8. 
let it not. now O Lord be tpotted with fin, and change« 
able, and; inconſtang ip its motion, and. converfation, like 
the Moon. .: Shall it be bright like-the Firmament, and: 
Stars ©.,Q Lord, let it be a fixt, and..not a falling Stars, 
nor caſt down to the.Eerth by the. Taile of the old Ser- 


lpent the, Devil; neither let me be a Meteor, and ſeem to: 


out-ſbine giber in a Religious poſeiſion, andin 2 ſhort 
time vaniſh, only leaving behind me an hypocritical, and 
peſtilential ens like thole wandering Stars, to _ 


is reſeruw the blackneſs of darkzeſs for ever. O graci- 


on incorruptibility, and, this mortal put on immorrality? 
| and let even.my Body,as well as my 


|Soul, be thy dwelling place, and the. Temple of thy holy 


Spirit; in which, let no unclean luſt lurk ,. or wicked 
Spirit | 


= 


"= 09 EE” 


"ti +h._- 8. 20 IR 


OC —— 


— 


\n ORG 5 i." 


bans 


= i in 


| 


{ 


Spirit enger. {Make me bolineſsuntr.thee, (O: ford ) and | | 


perfett holmes, in.thy, fear. Give:tby Angels.charge 6- 
ver me, to keep. he. invall my ways: + Let thtm'bear me | 
up in their:-hands; leſt\f daſh my if oot ['againft; 2 Stones; 
cauſe. me\td. tread. upon-the Lyon;: and the'Addar ;z the: 
young Lyon, aud the\Drigon.--Yeay let: them, according 
to. thy. pratuite, be ſhortly. trampled-under.my; Feet. 'Lex 
fin dye-an1me, by vertue; of: thy;:Death, and let. the'life 
and 1mwmortatity of holineſs ſpringmp and fAlburiſ- in me; 
by vertye. of thy. ReſurreQion. Haſt-thow O-Lord: tiled 
' thy Church, thy Done,thy nndefiled ene? And\declared 
' that ſhe 1s:fair, and that there 3s:219i ſpot in-het £; And: is 
' that which-is ſpokeri-of -thy Church, applyable to: every 
living Member thereof2/ O thor: that art [the Eternal 
[ truth, make good this thy. Word. unto\thy.paas. Servant, 
'thy Spouſe, although, matt, unworthy-to waſh the Feet of 
| the Servants of my Lotd.: And fince'thow baſt 


Drome dAgrditatibaton Faith, | 


promiſed 


Pal. 91,11, 


i... 


13, 


Rom, 16, 20, 


, Cant. 6. 9+! 


Cant. 4.7. 


John I4, 6 


' that all things ſhall become new; And dedlared thatthofe keel. 25, F 


| that are in; thee, are zew Creatures 3\ and haſt covenans. 


ted, to give-me a zew Heart, anda new Spirit, and to 


Fleſh; to. pour clean\Water upon. me, and to:make me 


juſtived, +: | | 7, 
O let all theſe true and precious promiſes be.:fulfilled 


|clean; and baſt teſtified that thy blood doch-cleanſe me Eck, 
from all:finz; and that. by thy righteouſneſs alone I am i J 


tn me, and'to-me. $9: fhall the incorruptibility of my 


me dye daily with blefſed Paxl, as to all the evil lufts 


laftingly-in glorified-Fleſh. O Lord, who: art' the! life, 
and my life, let my finfull mortality, even here, put on 
a {piritual,and heavenly jomortalify. For than-haſt pro- 
|cla1n'd-m, - whil ft thon 'wert on Catch, That the Day 
|comes, yes now is, when the Deal Jhall hear the voice of 
|the Sor of God, 'and they that byer,” ſhall live, ' even to 
Eternity z For,. He that believeth in thee, hath:( already) 
everlaſting-life. Let may-union and communion with thee 
through taith, and the in-dweltling of tby holy Spiric, 

Bbb 2 begin 
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Perſon, as in _reſpett'of io, uſher in, and 2affure me of! 
the incormuptibility of my Soul, and Body, in. glory. Let ' ; cor. 15, 21. 


of the Fleſh; that I mayinot dye Etecnally, bat live-ever-' 


2 Cor. 5.17, 


take owt niy Heart of Stone, and: to giue me. Heart of x2c;, 11. 19. 


35.25, 
no 1.7, 


Gal. 26 16% 


: John 14. 6. 
John 5. 25+ 


| Johin 5. 24+ 
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Exod. 34, 20. 


Aﬀts 6.15. 
Ecclel. 3. r. 


{| Mar. s. 15. 
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| Proy, 4+ 18, 


Job 11.14, 37s 


I Tim. 5. 6, 
Jude 125 


Rom». 8. I3, 


| Phil. I. 23. 
| Phil, 1.21. 
| Job 14. 14. 
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glorified. 


Joha 1. 4. 9. 
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| Divine M editations on F aith, 


Of the ſences| .. 


| begit to-rhake my Face'to ſhine here, as did the Face of 
Moſes, and thy Proto-Martyr Stephen; fince thou haft 
| declared, that a. Maus wiſdomeimaketh his Face to ſhine. 
Yea, we ate ſaid to ſvine here alſo, in a boly converſa- 
tion, fince thou commandeſt us;'To let our light ſhine be- 
fore Men. And haſt” held forth in thy Word, that the 
path of the-juſt, is as'the ſhining light, that 'ſhineth more 
and more, unto the perfe# Day; and haſt promiſed in 
thy Book ::-That if: we let not' wickednefs'dwell in our 
Tabernacles; our Age ſhall be cleerer than the Noon-day, 
| and we' ſhall ſhine forth, and be as the Morning. Lord 
although I now live; in the Fleſh, yet let me nor, I hum- 
bly, and with importunity beſeech thee, live:unto, or af- 
ter the Fleſh; fince ſuch are'ſaid\/to be dead, while they 
live; yea, twice dead, and pluckt wp by the Roots. And 
thou haſt juſtly threatned, that thoſe that /ive after the 
Fleſh ſhall dye, and that Eternally; But they that live 
in, and after the Spirit, ſhall live, and that for ever and 
| ever. Bur ſince after this life, there ſhall be no Devil to 
tempt, no: World to allure, or perſecute; nor Sin to in- 


| 


; | tice, or. corrupt: Let me-with mortified Pax/,. defire to 


depart, and to be with thee, which is far better. Yea, | 
fince 20. live 3s Chriſt, and to dye is gat 5 Let me with 
perfect Job, all the. Dayes of this my appointed rime, 
humbly, patiently, and believiogly wait, until my glort- 
ous change come, Amen. | 

Having exerciſed my faith, and contemplation, upon 
this citing. and pleafing ſubjeft, rhe glorthcation of 
the Bodies, and Members of the: Saints, in 'general, and 
in the Groſs; I ſhall now laſtly proceed, beleeching the 
aſſiſtance of his moſt Holy Spirit, who is my light, the| ' 
light of Men, and he who alone enlighteneth every one 
that cometh into the World, to k particularly, 
though with much brevity, of the glorification of the 
Five Sences. I ſhall go ſo far,as I ſhall receive light from 
the Scriptures, and right reaſons taking that ſober, and 
lawfull liberty,(that is granted to all thoſe that have me- 
 ditated upon the- like ſabjefts; 'where ſome things are 
| more obſcure than others, and not ſo clearly, and fully 
held forth in Gods Word ) humbly to offer, _— 
17k #1 y | 


[it is cleer and manifeſt, that the glorified Soul, when a- 
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bably and rationally(although nox poſitively) may be the; 
eruth, as not. repugnant, to Scripture, right reaſon, or the} 


Analogie of Faith. . As, an Introduction and ſubſtration | 


to what followes, I ſhall premiſe; Firſt, according-to: 
Scripture, as hath been ſhewed, Job chap. 19. 25. That: 


the ſame: Bodies ſhall. be raiſed, that the Saints lived in| 


here upon Earth; as to their ſubſtance. If ſo, then the} 
ſame parts, members, and ſenſes, ſhall then be raiſed| 


and have a being alſo, ; of which the Body conſiſts, and} 


without which the Body is imperfedt, and incompleat, | 
and cannot be truly ſaid to be the ſame Body, Secondly, 
that if neceſ[arily, and certainly, they ſhall then have an 
exiſtence in the Body, then without doubt, they muſt 
be for ſome, moſt noble uſe, and.end. - For: this is both 
a Scriptural and Natural Maxime; That Gad, and Na- 


ture, made nothing in. vain. Yea, the Scripture is cleer; | 


and expreſs, as to the glorious employment of; ſome of ot 
them, in this Heavenly life 3 as of 'our Eyes, and, Fares, as 


ſhall be ſhewed hereafter. What reaſon then is there that 


we ſhould exclude the exerciſe of the other ? Thirdly, 
gain united.to the alorified Body, ſhall not. then a(t. ſing-| 


ly, and by it ſelf, but organically, as now it.doth, in,and | 


with. the Body, as having its ſeat and operation, as to the 


underſtanding, will, and. memoratiye faculties,in —_ _ | 
e. | 


and brain: -and as, to:the concnpiſcential a 


affections in the heart ; 3, and as.to its external 1 
of expreſſion, and manifeſting it (elf, and miad;'to God,;| * 
Men, and Avgels, ip grejes, or otherwiſe,it;ſhall be with| 
the Tongue; as 1$ prove 
Saviour, and Moſes; and, Eligs.z1and /$0 ls Neon] 
in the Revelations,a ;other Scriptures. $0,al{ 

ſhall make ;uſe of t 'Feer- So ofAk: with, a 


whole. Body: as. hath (bew ho like Meth 
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&s? that the Soul ſhould, in-teſpett of the want of 
them, belels'perfet in-glory, than it was in its ſtate of 


_——_ te the body;. which it 'made uſe of in glory, 
ore its re-entry intb\the*body ?' Angels, and therefore 
Souls, after their mannet; have their ſeeing, hearing, feel- 
ine, ſmelling, and taſting, wheti they took bodies, and 
car with ASr4bam. Which ſenſes they make uſe of at o- 
ther times alſo, ( for otght we know, or are taught in 

vds Word-to the contrary; The'Scripture-allufion, when 
r'calls the-#ſraelites Maria, Angels food, making more 
for it, thah againſt 5£'/ ds/ alſo when' it ſaith, that ſome 
things, ( as ' wiſe Obſervers know) 'yea' many' things on 
arth, are figures and'/patterns-of things above in the 


Soul, reludited-xo the body, have organically the uſe of 
all the ſenfes; it would" be iti that refpe&, not ib perfett' 


body 3 abd: ſtreightned and deprived of ſo tmuch' of its 
freedome, exce 


ſtare of Glory; before” its' re-vinion; © Fourtbly, if at the 
Relurreftien-of the juſt, - the glarified Saints ſhall then 
txiter into the” joy of: their Lord, 
ghee: of Glory; and ſhall: 


as 'Kihgs and'Prieſts,with 
Hy, 


Heavens )Ffrom' all wHich, I conclude, that fhould not the} 
in the glorified body, 453 when it was in the corruptible\ 
ency, and attivity,-as' it had, and doth| 


| without doubr-/ exercife, (as to moſt of the ſenfes in the: 


22@ into theit firſt den 


| 


prived of either the being, or uſe of -any one of its ſen-' 
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j efted them to) into the glorious  libevty of the Children 
of God, by the: fecond Adam, the bord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
reſtorer of all things, loſt by the fiſt; anto their primi- 
tive, though far betrey condition * And if f0'5 ſhall the 
at glory,” goodneſs, wiſdome, 4nd: other eveellencies 
of Chiiſt declared, and held' forth; inthe ſweet-ſmelling 
Aire, and-in the odoriferous, and Moſt yare' perfumes, 
breathed forth (as being ati Elixa compared” with what 
they were) from Spice, 'and fruit-bearing 'Trees, Platts; 
nd Flowen; be clowded;' and avi wate loſt, - for watit 
of the ſenſb of ſmellitg, to conveigh'them to the andet: 
ſtanding, 'that ſo it; ahd the whole Man, may therefore; 
and in theſe his wondrous works, praiſe,” adore, admire, 
ahd worſhip God ? eſpecially, ſnoe-at this rimhe, this {6 
greatly heightned, and inbliorated Book: of 'Natute ſhall 
a glorious, if not (ths 'Sctiprures beitg now fulfilled): 
the only Book/of God.''' Again; ſhall ithe 22w Wire ſpds 
ken of by our bleſſed Saviour, in the Kingdome'of God; 


ahd the promile of eating and dvinking with" bim at bk 
Table in bis Kin — 5 = Tree of Life, the' ſweet 
Spritgs, Chryſta Rivers, 'and Water of | Life,” ot Boing | 
Waters, (for (o 'Sprinps'ate called-): "poten bf and allu- 
ded to, it the 22. of the RevelaHonr;ant'm an 
$eriptures: (wherein. Fexchude: = - gh 'and'myt 
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| Allepories 'alf/to/ belheld forth'; , ſhall thoſe be | 
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ifluous Roots; Freits — Plauts;' thay itr prey tony 
and new-ditth'of thiajds|-ſhall be'delivered frba\ totes 
z- atid'rherefore Aull not Ry at! detite the 
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finfull; -and. ſenſual, | to.the wicked, whoſe ſin, and mix: 
ture of corruption, adulterates, defiles, and-'turns the uſe 
and exerciſe of: the ſenſes, upon their ſeveral objects, or 
ſubje&ts into (in;3.ſhall they not, be- much more uſefull, 
and neceſlary to the Saints glorified, in their finlels con: 
dition; +when the whole Soul, Body, Members, and Sen; 
ſes, ſhall all co-operate in their feveral funRions and of: 
fices, to Gods-great glory, and their own 2 Further, it-is 
not improbable, that 'although the Root, Fountain, Con; 
firmation, -and Eternity of the Saints life, flowes prima- 
rily,from; their ſpiritual union and communion with God 
in Chriſt; yet as a'medium, or a ſecondary, and natural 
means - ( for. our God\4jis Natura: Naturans ) this way as.it 
was, and {hould haye.been made-uſe of in Paradiſe, may 
be {till continued to;nouriſh, delight, and be fublervient 


| Gas the: Rin, is to: the Plants, although the Earth is their 


great Mother ) to Eternal: Life in the Saints. - And ſuch 
no .douþt,wyas the Tree of Life (not excluding it to be 
of*a: Sacramiental nature alſo.) to. our firſt Parents, before 
their Fall. All-which. is: evident, from the reaſon God 
gives, of their. ſpeedy,:excluſion, from their, continuance; 
or xeturn into Paradife'to eat thereof, Leſ#-they ſhould 
cat thereef; and. tive for ever. Now: that: Paradiſe was a 
Figure;apd Pattern, ;none I conceive will.deny this of 
BO Saints; untp. which -the Lord Jeſus was ſent te.re. 
tore us. Although this is mach.better and higher, as to 
the, degrees of our; happineſs;. apd , conditions - by how 
much. the ſecond Ad aw, and publick bead. of. the Saints, 
is much higher, and-more. excellent than the-firſt 4d; 
or common: Head, and; Root of Map-kind. | Fifthly, if.no 
ule of the /ſetiſe_of-guſt, or taſting 3: pr that-in this our 
orified ſtate, in the. hew Heaven, .and/the new Earthy 
there ſhall he no caxing,.or drinking 3. For I prefume; not 
10-give hare any; judgment, as tothe. exerciſe of theſe two 
ſondes of] taſting, and) {melling;. a the highaſt degree of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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_ i ern Heayens, ;when, the: 
My gn !Chriſk, (ball have an:end,. 4nd 
be delivered ig ae God the Father, than God may 


be the ex- 
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erciſe and object of theſe ſenſes in thoſe ſuper-excelling, |. 
and glorious Regions, than in this new Earth, which-1s 
to be renewed and reſtored to us, by our Lord Jeſus the' 
ſecond Adam : I lay, it the Saints glorified ſhall not eat, 
nor drink 1n that new Heaven and Earth, what ſhall be- 
come of,or what uſe ſhall be made of moſt of the inter- 
nal Members,or parts of the Body ? Of which; as to their 
moſt excellent frame, great number, and” uſe, skilfall 
Anatomiſts, have written large Volames, to the glory of 
the wiſdome, power, and work of God, in them. Shall 
the glorified Bodies be like an empty Trunck, void of a 
ſtomack, liver, guts, bowels, bladder, and the reſt ? 'If ſo, 
as it is contrary to the Scripture, which ſaith, The ſame | 
Bodies ſhall be raiſed; which includes all the internal,as' 
well as the external parts of the Body; ſo what uſe ſhall 
be made of theſe, of the Teeth, and the reſt; if there | 
be no eating, or drinking, nor employment' of them, as 
a natural and ſecondary means, ſtill ordained of God, for 
the nouriſhment and continuation of a healthfull and e- 
| qual remperament, called by Philoſophers Tewperamen- 
tum ad pondis £quale, and as for the everlaſting Well-! 
[ being of the Body? Sixthly, It is a Maxime in nature, 
and made good by experience,that all animate and com- 
pounded: Creatures on Earth, are nouriſhed and preſfer- 
: ved in their being, 'by feeding upon ſuch things as are 
Y 


compounded of the like' Elements, of the which they 
partake. And is it not more than probable, that the Saints 
glorified bodies, the time they continue on the renewed: 
Earth,ſhall as by a natural and middle way,be detighted,] 


nouriſht, preſerved and continued, as to their Bodies, by | 
: drinking the ſimple and refined Water, and juices of the | 
d Vine, and other the then incorruptible fruits (as before] 
$ in Paradiſe? And by cating the ſuper-excelling”fruirs, | 
. | Plants, and Roots (the ſubje& of our Fathers nouriſh-| Gem. ver e29- 
f ment before Noah's Flood ) being a mixture and com- _ A 
-\ poſirion,even of the ſame repurghd marter and Elements| 
A of which oar new-raiſed and glorified bodies conſiſt, may 
4 therefore both in reaſon and nature, CGod according to 
4 © | his former Method, ſo ordaining it) be moſt proper and| 


ſubſervient to the end atore-mentioned 2 Which' end be- 
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: | teſtifie the Angels exerciſe them all; although in a more| 
--1excellent; manner than.we do. That exprefiion of our 
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leaſt diminution. Burt it may be objected, that our blef- 
ſed Saviour declares, in his anſwer to the Sadduces, that 
the glorified Saints, ſhall at the Reſurrection, be as, and 
equal to the Angels; but the Angels neither eat nor drink. 
To which objection, I give this double anſwer, thar firſt, 
he ſaith not we (hall be like, but as, and equal ro the 
Angel : And'befides, it is unknown to us, ( as I ſaid be- 
fore) how their life and being 1s continued and preſer- 
ved; We know they live,and believe they ſhall live ever, 
and that they are ſpiritual ſubſtances z but what their 
formes are, whether they can be circumſcrib'd, as our 
Bodies axe,or only defined to be in ſuch or ſuch a place, 
this is diſcourſed of, but not aſcertained. The curious 
learned,..yea, ſome poſſibly too curious, have in their 
writings affirmed, that . they have. converſed, ſeen, and 
ſpoken with Angels. That they have bodies, although ſo 
piritual, and like the light, that they cannot be ſeen, 
but when they pleaſe themſelves; and that they have a 
nouriſhment, conducing to their being, of an etherial na- 
ture, connatural and agreeable to their ſpiritual ſubſtan- 
ces. From all which, I wmnfer, that, unleſs our Saviours ex- 
preſſion, that we ſball be like the Angels; or any other 
Scripture, had excluded the Angels from eating,or drink- 
ing, or receiving any nouriſhment, by which in their man- 
ner their {ſubſtances are refreſhed and continued, ( for 
nothing but God ſubſilts of it ſelf, and from its 
es) the; Angels may. be nouriſhed as aforeſaid, And 
as for ſeeing, hearing, and touching, the Scripture 


Saviour [_ zee fhall be like the Angels excludes not, nor 
proves any-thing againſt the eating, or drinking of the 
glorified Saints, during their abode in the new Heaven, 
and the new Earth. My ſecond anſwer is,that this ROE 
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of our bleſſed Lord, is a proper, full,and poſitive anſwer, 
to the queſtion of the Sedduces, whoſe Wife ſbould the 
Woman be that had ſeven Hushands, at the Reſurre@ion ? 
That fince the Saints then ſhall neither marry, nor be gi- 
ven in marriage, but ſhall in that reſpett be like the An- 
gels, that their invincible Argument ( as they conceived 
it ) was void, and proved nothing, againſt the DNodrine 


of the Reſurreftion. Therefore it is to be limited, and 
reſtrained, and not to be extended, as to exclude the 
eating, and drinking of the glorified Saints : which was 


| 


— 


| 
| 


not at all in the queſtion. For if fo, it may be brought as 
well to prove,that they ſhall in all things elſe be like the 
Angels : which I humbly conceive, no Man will, or hath 
allerted 3 ſince, in many things ( were it proper to be 
treated of upon this ſubjed I could ſhew a manifold 
difference betwixt the Angels, and the glorified Saints. 
This being ſufficient, and a clear and full anſwer to that 
objection,I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak more particularly, 


although very ſuccin&ly, as having in the fix foregoin 


| 


' 


[ 


reaſons, or preliminaries, ſpoken more than I intended, 


'and given ſufficient ſatisfaftion to my ſelf, and I hope 


to others, both from Scripture, and reaſon, as to this 
Subject. 
Firſt, as to the ſight, or ſenſe of Seeing 3 the Eye, ( al- 


though by Oculiſts, Naturaliſts,and Anatomilts, it is now 


placed in the firſt rank of the bodies parts, or members, 
as a ſubje& wherein the moſt excellent, and wonderfull 
wildome of God is greatly manifeſted, and that not on- 
ly, as in reſpect of its curious fabrick,but admirable way, 
and manner of conveighing, and repreſenting objects, to 
the Soul, whether Extra, or intre wittendo, or by both, 


is not my work now to diſpute, or determine; yet then, 
it ſhall, as to its optick aſe, and faculty, be much more | 


wonderfully bettered, heighthned, and enlarged 3 and 
that, firſt, as to its obje&s. Now, the beſt Eye, cannot 
immediately behold the Sun ſhining jo its bri $,any 
time, with fixedneſs, without twinckling, trouble, and 
danger of blindneſs; and as h it was aſham'd of its 


weakneſs, is preſently vaile> with a tear, Now a Daniel, 
an Ezekiel, cannot look, upon, or ogg an Angel, with- 
D 2 out 
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out aſtoniſhment, and falling to the ground upon their} 
faces, as being not able to behold their created glory. 
But after the Reſurrefion, we ſhall with theſe Eyes (as 
Job ſpeaks) not only behold the glorified Saints, that 
{ſhine as the Sun, and are as ſo many millions of Suns; 
but the glorious Angels, and our Redeemer the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the brighteſt Sx of righteouſneſs; and ſhall 
ſee God, as he is; yea,we ſhall 'ſee him face to face,and 


live. This is that everlaſting and glorious beatifical Viſi- 
on of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the for ever bleſſed 


{the high, and deep things of God. 


. | repreſented ; being only by a vaſter diſtance,and the inter- 


Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, ſo much ſpoken 
of by the ancient Fathers ; in which, as in a moſt bright 
cleer mirror, the Saints ſhall behold (their Eyes being 
herein affiſtants to their Souls ) all things God is pleaſed 
to reveal, and ſo far as a created nature 1s capable of 
paſt, and preſent, and to come. As alſo the natures, 
virtues, and qualities of all the Creaturesz not as now, 
by their effe&s, but in their cauſe, Idea, and truth : yea, 


The ſecond excellency of this glorihed ſenſe of fight, 
as to its ſtrength, in reſpect of objects, that are far di- 
ſtant, is, That whereas now our Eyes, without the help] 
of PerſpeCive-Glaſſes, cannot diſcern, or clearly diſtin- 
guiſh, and inform us of the things upon Earth, ſome few 
miles off, and are much inferiour to Eagles,and Vultures; 
of whom Naturaliſts report, That when by high flying, 
they are ſo leſſened, as not to be diſcerned by our Eyes, 
yet they can behold a little quarry upon the ground,and 
their prey,although many miles diſtant from them : and 
that now, through the imbecility, and weakneſs of our 
fight, in a clear day, we judge the skie to be of an azure 
colour; whereas truly, it hath no colour, but is only fo 


mediate Aire,cnlightened by the Sun; and that diſtance, 
beyond the extent of our weak Eyes, upon the level of | 
the Earth, ſeems to be dark or black : But hereafter at 
the ReſurreQion, the Eye being the Inſtrument and Or- 
gan, through, and by which, the Soul beholds all things, 
ſhall be ſo ſtrengthened, * that it ſhall thereby behold, 
things very far diſtant, Elſe it ſhould loſe by union 
with 
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| with the body, that excellency of ſight, it had as a Spirit 
| before it re-entred into the Body; It being (clear, and e- 
vident that the Angels and'Spirits excell all other living 
Creatures, as to the attivity and extent of ſeeing; That 
evil ſpirit tne-Devil, being able to behold, and repreſent 
to our bleſſed Saviour,from the top of 4 high-Mountain, 


all che Kingdomes of the 'World (that is of that Hemil- 
phere, and ſemi-circle of the Earth ) and the glory of 
them (a molt vaſt view and proſpect; ) ſo alſo the An- 


ham, out of Heaven. oe = 
A third admirable excellency of the Eye glorified, is 
the wondertull lite and beauty of ir. Now, it is the chief} 


P 


but then it ſhall ſuper-excell; what it is now, as much as 


is dead. Which life, ſplendor, and beanty, doth not only 
proceed from the glorification of the! Eye, as apart; and 
[member of the glorified: bady, but from thoſe {pirit-full 
and ſparkling rayes, ſent forth from the within glorious 
Souls: which like the Sun-beams ſhining through, and upon 
the pureſt Chryſtal; ſhall cauſe the Eye to {hineiwith a 
moſt delightfull;and unexpreſſibleradiancy and ſplendor; 


<— 


our Head, and ſample, the Lord: Feſus, to: Saint Johr; of 
whomit is written, That: his Eyes were as a Flame of 
Fire. > 1B 0» ':  e-thrt | 


gel of God called unto Hagar, and afterwards to A4bra- | 


Ornament, and grace of the Face, in Men, or Women: | 


the -Eye-of a living Man tranſcends the Eye of .one chat | 


much like to- that wonderfull and viſional' appearance of | | 


OE ey wo 
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Math. 4.8. 


Genef. 21. 17. 


Genel. 22, I I, 


Revel. I, 14. 


O my Soul, ſhall thy ſence of ſeeing, attain to ſuch a 
height of perfeftion, as to be' able not only to'' behbld 


(halbir'be 1b; fortified, as to ſr 


- 
- 


es be ſo:beauti- 


make uſe, and'imploy. 
andithe-Dung-ports of {i 


glorified' Saints;'and: Angels, but the much more refplen-/| 
dent face of thy glorious $aviour, 'yea, of God himſelf; | 
h like the An-| 


Fa like the Stars | 


like the Men of this World; 
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Soliloquium. |} 


- 


| 


— 


— 


| Ejaculation, 


Cant. 1.1%, 


| 


an $1, 10, 
Math, $. 28, 


| Job 31. 1. 


Job 19. 26,27. 


John 1. 3. 
Colol,. I. 17: 


- [ly contemplate; and view thee, and. all thy e 


Divine Meditations on Þ aith. | 

: — 
tery, and -uncleanneſs. Bur let them, according; tothe 
end, for which they were created, be wholly employed, 
in beholding and admiring the glory of God,in his won- 
derfull works, held forth 1n the bright-ſhining Stars, and' 
Planets, and in the ſplendor of the Moon, and Sun. Let 
them be alſo helpfull Inſtruments, to conveigh unto thee 
continual - matter of praiſe, and admiration, as to the 
wiſdome of thy Creator, in the conſideration and medi-| 
tation,. not only as to the excellent, and univerſal frame 
of Heaven and Earth, but as to the great variety and 
beauty of each particular Creaturez fo ſhall this their 
Heavenly and holy exerciſe prepare thee +and them for 
a greater meaſure of perfeft Glory. 
| © bleſſed Spouſe, and dear Saviour, who haſt ſaid: to 
thy Church, and to each true Member thereof 3 Behold, | 
thow art fair my love, behold thou art fair, thou haſt; 
Doves eyes; as holding forth by that meek ſpleenlets, 
andloyal Bird, the ſweetneſs, revengeleſneſs, and purity, . 
of thy Saints; Be graciotfly' pleaſed, I beſeech thee, ta}: ? 
Create in me a clean heart, and renew & right ſpirit withs| 
in me, that my Eyes may be Dove-like, chaſt, and faith-| * 
full to.thee, my ſpiritual husband; remembring thy Word, - 
that whoſotver looks upon a Woman , to luſt after her,| 
hath committed _—_— with her already: in his beart 3) | 
O. give unto me therefore ſuch a reaſire of grace, as} 
thou. gaveſt to thy Servant Jobzto make;a Covenant with| 
my Eyes, why then ſhould I think upon a Maid 2 Shall} 
I in my Fleſh ſee God, whom I ſhall fee;for' my ſelf, hall} 
theſe mine Eyes behold thee my Redeemer, and not as] 
nother?; O: make me now carefull and watchfwll; not to 
defile them, with any vain, or impure objetts; But: fince 
[ cannot now immediately behold thee, lec:me-tnedia 


and attributes, in the Glaſs,and mirror of thy Chnatryiny | 
for by thee all things were made; and without thee;/was 
not any thing made, that ,was made, and by- thes: 
rhings Y: 0 x hes by this help, and per-| 


ſpettive of nature;* look into Heaven, and be in a kind; 
nable my mind\to_behold| 


—_— 


and degree, glorified.zg 
thee; fo vaſtly diſtant e. Yea, they ſhall wy 
RY | two 


— , - -. . — -— — —- ——ra 


| Divine Meditations on Faith. 


[two Wings of my Soul, and carry/it with ug y Paul, 

into the t ird Heaven,and behold thee there in thine un- 
\utterable, and inconceivable glory, Lord ſhall my Eyes at 
the Reſurreftion, be ſo lovely, beautifull, and radiant, 

ſuffer them not now I pray thee, to be purblinded by un- 
lawfull, or unſatiable luſt 3 nor to be put out by bribes, 

which make blind the Eyes of the wiſez nor bleared,nor 
deformed by excefs, or drunkenneſs. For, Who hath red- 
neſs of Eyes £ They that tarry long at the Wine; they that 
go to ſeek mixt Wine. Let them not be blood-ſhotten 
with malice, nor ſtormy with pride, apd ambition, nor 
ſquinting after the things of this vain World; nor fiery 
with paſſion, and (infull anger; nor dull, and heavy, 
through ſloth, idleneſs, and. an evil melancholy nor 
wi through ſubtilty, and deceit, But let my Eyes, 
'O Lord, be enlightened by thee, and be chaſt; hi lo- 
ving like the Dove. Yea, let me through Juſtice ſcatter 


—— 


away all evil with my Eyes, and (hut them from. ſeeing 
evil; Let wy Eyes through faith, wait; upon thee, even as | 
the Eyes of Servants look unto the hand. of their Ma-' 
ſters, and. as the Eyes of a.Maiden unto the:hand/ of her 
Miſtrisz yea, give me FT __" thee, who canſt not 
behold miuity tyz' ſo 11 not Eyes betray. my Soul, 
but watch over: it 5 not poilt poiſout in 8 Sea wevir-g be beau- 


tifull in = mn) in the Eyes of thy aye mo ſhine 
ſo the "lan are he le 


here with x 0 


As the Eyes are the 

lip of the Joul;, by f which; rCecelves: a. 
tion | of all things, gy rp gm: 
ſerable life, wherein fin, ignorance, aud all manner of 
troubles abound 3 for its. reproof, inftruftion, and _ 


lation. But 'this.is nat oply their uſe, 
> ahey deing 


| and Ornament, add to'the 

En rank of \the ay thy da ore Fea qe ory 
Gp Gn gahnaly Shree Gmen reve of all vocal 
Oo 

they are the-curious ports, 


wag 


uſefull: in this. ple 


But 
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2 Cor. 12. 2» 


Deut, 16.19, | 


Prov. 23. 29, 


30, 


Proy. 6. 13. 


Ezra, 9.8. 


Prov. 26. 8. 
Iſai. 233. 15» 


Plal. 123. 2. 


[— — 
O—_ 


| Luke 2, 13. 


1 


| 


| | Rexel. 19.6. 


Revyel. 5. 11, 


| tualneſs,: and the groſeneſs, and earthlineſs of our ſenſe; 


[ by it we ſhall both hear, and u 


| as theApoſtl | 
| (faith he) 4 it were the voice of 4 great Multitude,and. 


 \'Eldersy and. the nambd 
ten thouſand, and'thouſands. of 'thouſandt, ſaying with 
| _ © [ | « A 


| der; beſides magy other ſounds of hke nature. - Having 


ſhall: be-ſo- ſtrengthened, ny and ſpiritualiz'd, 
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give warning 3 or of ſuch ſounds, alſo,which are wonder- 
tull, terrible, harſh, and unpleaſant, and ought to raile a 
holy fear, reverence, and admiration in the Soul; to wit 
of God, the cauſe and Creator of them : Such as are the 
out.cries, and skreeking of Creatures, rational, or unrati- 
onal; the hideous bellowings, and terrible roarings of 
wilde Beaſts; the hiſſing of Serpents, the Cataracts of Wa- 
ters, the raging of Seas; the bluſtering of Winds, and 
Tempeſts; and the Worlds aſtoniſhing and afirighting 
noiſe, of all kinds of Artillery, Earth-quakes, and Thun- 


obſeryed and declared the principal uſes and exerciſe of | 
the ſenſe of Hearing in this life, I ſhall with the greater 
clearneſs hold forth, and diſtinguiſh of the much differ- 
ing uſe, and far more excellent exerciſe thereof, . after 
the ReſurreQion in the- glorified body, upon the rene\y- 
ed Earth. Now our fight is far more quick, and extenſive, 
than our-hearing, as 18 demonſtrable, in-our beholding 
the flame: of the Powder,and the flaſh of lightning, ſome 
time before we can hear the report of the Cannon, or 
the clap of Thunder, although the light in both is con- 
temporary with the ſound. Now, we cannot hear the 
Voices'/and Hymns .of Angels, by reaſop:of their ſpiri-! 


unleſs they in condeſcention to our weaknels,as they. did 
to.the Shepwards, at the birth of our Saviour, imitate a 

ane voice; But then I humbly conceive, that ſenſe 
that it; ſhall be. as perfect; and quick, as the fight 3 ahd 
yr nderſtand the Fo hea- 
venly Language; - that we may joyn in one-conſort with 
them; in the praiſing of Godz And in holy. Alleluja's, 


e John{eems to-imply;in his Vifions; 7 heard] 


as the voice of many Waters, and'.as the (voice of many 
Thunder+,2:ſaying' Allelija', for the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent raigneth; . Andi:again,. 1'beard the voice of 


Angels round "about: one, and the Beaſts; and the 
ens:was ten: thunſand times 


I i. ——— 


———CCC NR 


Me ,.,. Y 
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4 loud voice, worthy i the Lamb that was ſlain,to receive 
power, and riches, and! wiſdome, and ſtrength, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and bleſſmng. The like ConjunGt praiſes 
and acclamations of glorified Saints, and Angels, we may 
read alſo ip the Revelations, Chapter the 7. Verſe the g, 
10, 11, 12. which for brevity ſake I omit. 

Now, this ſenſe adminiſters terror, as well as pleaſure 
to the Soul, as hath been ſhewed by tremendous ſounds. 
Yea Adam, after his fall, for fear, hid himſelf amongſt 
the Trees of the Garden, when he heard the voice. of 
God, And the Children of 7/7ae! faid,let not God ſpeak | 
with us, leſt we dye; and holy Paxl, and Johx could 


ing to the ground, and aſtoniſhment, But in the new 
Earth, ( where there ſhall be no. more curſe) there ſhall 


not hear the voice of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt without fall- | 


Reyel, 7.9,10, 
II, 12, 


Genel. 2.8, 
Exod, 20. I9, | 


Ats 9. 4, 5+? 
Rev. 1. 17,18, 


Revel. 21, I, 


be no ſounds that are harſh, and affrighting, but ſuch as 
ſhall be exceeding raviſhing, and delightful, and as Mu- 
ſick to the Soul; even ſuch unſpeakable words, as bleſ- 
ſed Pail heard, when he was caught up into Paradiſe. 
Then ſhall we, being placed in glory, at the right hand 
' [of our righteous King, and Saviour, hear with boldneſs, 
_ without fear, or aſtoniſhment, that moſt joyfull ſen- 


tence, Come .yee bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
| Then ſhall we hear that great voice of God, the Father, 


Revel, 22. 3- 


2 Cor. 12. 4. 


Mat. 25. 34+ 


Revel. 21. 3,5» 


dome prepared for you, from the foundation of the World. 
who ſits upon the Throne, ſaying, Behold 17 make all 
things new, the Tabernacle of God is with Men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his People, and 
God himſelf (hall be with them,and be their God. Then 
ſhall theſe words which are faithfyll and true be fulfil 
led, God fhall wipe ay all teares from their Eyes; and | 


thert ſhall. be no more death, neither ſorrow,nor crying 3 
neither ſhall there be any more pain, for the former things 


and the ends, I will give unto him that is athirſt, of the 
Fountain of the Water of Life freely; he that overcometh, 
ſhall inherit all things, and I will be his God, and he 
ſhall be my 802. 

To conchade, I ſhall not {ay any thing as to the Mu- 


hem to be only ground- 


are pa ed" aways I am Alpha, and Omega, the beginning | 


fick of the Sphears,as eſtee 
| 


Fre 


_— 


_— 
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Rev. I, IO, I $+ 
Hebr. 12. 23+ 
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kind, in this our low and corruptible condition. 


to hear him, whoſe voice is as a Trumpet, and as the 


ven and Earth, the King of Kings, the King of Saints, 
then O my Soul, by the aſſiſtance of this glorified ſenſe, 


the ever glorious Trinity, even of the Eternal God, Him- 


deboiſt ſo much, as to be the Gate, or in-let of vain,and 
unprofitable diſSurſesz of wanton and laſcivious words 
or of any kind of falſe, ilanderous, or evil ſpeeches 
all which are as ſo many'Traytors to thee, and Enemies 
unto thy God, and Soveraign. Nor let thy Eares be ſur- 


thy fellow-Creaturesz which although lawfull, delight- 
full, and refreſhing to the natural and animal Spirits, as 
being neer a Kin to them, yet by the ſubtilty of Sathan, 
the World, and thy Fleſh, do frequently become ſnares, 


to introduce; ſome kind: of fleſhly luſt, or other. But be- 
gin (even now) O my Soul, to exerciſe every ſenſe, and 
member, upon ſuch obj and in ſuch employments 
and aC(tings, as come n to thoſe of Angels, and glo- 


—_ 


O my Soul, ſhall the ſenſe of Hearing in the next life, 
be as comprehenſive and perfett, in its kinde, as the 
ſenſe of Sight? Shall it be made capable, not only of 
Hearing, and that with underſtanding allo, the Muſick 
of Heaven,the all-raviſhing Hymns,the mellifluous ſpeech 
and voices of Angels, the Language of Gloryz as alſo 


noiſe of many Waters; of him who is the Judge of Hea- 


and the King of Nations; the Eternal Word, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, God-Man, bleſſed for ever ? Yea, ſhalt thou 


hear, not as now the dreadfull, and killing, bur the all|_ 
delighting, reviving, exalting, and tranſporting voice of 


ſelf? O let.not«his ſo excellent; and uſefull a ſenſe, be; 


CY 
— 


[ 
| 


leſs dreams, and phantaſies of Heathens, and Phyloſo- 
phers. I humbly conceive,that as far as the glarious Hea- | 
vens and Angels tranſcend, and excells the now Earth, 
and the Inhabitants thereof; ſo far ſhall the raviſhing, 
* | and muſical voices, and ſounds, in this glorified ſtate of 
the Saints, excell all the pleaſures and delights of this 


| 


and an undiſcernable, flattering, and therefore the more | 
dangerous Enemy, and means to pollute thee with fin, or | 


feited, and exceſſively glutted, with any kind of earthly |- 
Muſick, or with the'pleaſing ſounds, or voices of any of 


rihed 


- — 


— 


' weakneſs, and infirmity, will often ſpeak unto thee, ſay- 


| | over, and gone 3 
| 
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rified Saints. This is, to make this Earth a Paradiſe,and 


[tO have, even whilſt thou art in this World, (as the Apo-| 
{tle exhorts ) thy converſation in Heaven. To.this end, | 


let thy delight be with holy David, in the converſe of 
'the excellent ones upon Earth, yea, watch dayly at the 
Gates of Wildome, and wait at the Poſts of her Doors; 
yea, with attention hang-upon the Lips of her Teachers. 
Be much 1n the exerciſes of the Church Tryumphant, in 


praiſing God, in the Aſſemblies of his Saints 3 in Pſalms, 
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- Prov. 8, 34. 


Pal. 1116.1, 


and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, finging with grace, and | Epher. 5. 19. 


; making Melody in your heart. So ſhalt thou, © my Soul, | 


'by a ſ{anCtified, ſpiritual, and internal, ſenſe, hear fre- 
quently, even 1n this thy ſtate of humiliation, the coun- 
els, and inſtructions of blefltd Angels,the voice of God, 


o 
| 
' 
: 


'and of his holy Spirit, viz. thy Father, and Comforter 


[bebind thee, ſaying, This i the way, walk, thoy in it 3 


And the loving expreſſions, and invitations of thy moſt | 
' Cant. 2. 9, 


ſem and gracious Spouſe, and Saviour z who ſtanding 
| behind the Wall of thy Fleſh, and looking forth at the| 
| Windowes of ſeveral Providences, and ſhewing himſelf 


through the Latteſs of thy intervening, and 1mpeding 


ing, Ariſe up #y love, my fair one, and come away; Fos 


Ifay 30. 21. 


loe the Winter js paſt, of thy doubts, fears, ſufferings,and | Cane. 2. 10. 


| temptations 3 The rw of thy ;teares, and mourning 1s 
he Flowers of, my ſaving gifts, which 
evidence the Spring of my Grace, appears on the Earth, 
of thy renewed nature. The time of the ſrging of Birds, 
the earneſt, and witneſs of my Spirit, and of thy conſci- 
ence, aſſuring thee of my love, and ſalvatian, 1s come; 
and the voice of me the true Turtle, is heard in the Eand 
even in thy Soul, my Habitationz The Figg-Tree puttet 
forth her green Figges, and the Vines with the. tender 
(Grapes, give 4 good ſmell, viz. thou art f icfull in all 
[holy, and good works; Now -therefore ariſe. my love, 
my fair one, and come away, and inherit. the King: 
dome prepared for thee before the Foundation of the 
World. {4 | | 4. 
O my gracious Lord, and. Saviour, who when thou 


wert upon Earth, in the zeal of thy Spit, cryed out un- 
| 2 ro 


| 


In, ; 


12, 


13, 


Mach. 25» 34. 
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math. 11. Is. 


Ezck. 12. 2+ 


math. 7. 6. 


Cant. 2. 14» 
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| vious, or any other evil ſpeeches, enter, let my heart and 
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to thy Auditors, He that hath Eares to hear.let him hear; 
and didſt declare and expound the Words of thy Pro- 

het; That there ſhould be many that hear, but under- 

and not, intimating to us, thereby, that there is a ſpi- 
ritual, and internal ſenſe of hearing, that many want 
that have the bodily ſence, and Organ; O thou which 
openedſt the heart of Lidia, as well as her Eares, when 
ſhe gave attention to Paul's preaching, and ſaid to the 
deat Man in the Goſpel, Ephtata, and his Eares were 0- 
pened ; give me an underſtanding Eare, as well as thou 
haſt given'me an Ear of Fleſh, that I may both hear, and 
underſtand, know, and obey thy will, declared unto me 
by the Miniſters of thy Word. Yea, let my Eares be al- 
ways open, to receive, entertain, and retain the holy in- 
ſtruftions, conſolations, reproofes, and encouragements 
of any of thy faithfull Servarits,and my fellow-members, 
and Brethren. But let them through thy grace be turned 
away, ſealed up, and guarded againſt the Syrene Songs! 
of all Sin, and Sinners; And if by force, or ſurprize, 
oaths, curſing, lying, ſlandering, blaſphemies, vain, laſci- 


Tongue, hate, ſcourge, and execute thy Law, upon them, 
By a zealous and holy reproof, ( if the Speakers be not 
ret oa Swine ) giving them a paſs, and ſending them 
packing. O bleſſed Lord, let not the gelightfull ſounds| 
of Muſick, nor the natural, or artificial pleafing voices of 
any Creature, be thy rival, ſteal away in the leaſt my 
time,or heart.from thee. Nor let me with the Whore of 
Babylon, and her Imitators, carnally, legally, and onl 

olitwardly, give thee an unwarrantable, and un-Goſpel- 
like Ear, and ſervice, withoyt my underſtanding, and 
without my heart. But give me to joyn with,and delight | 
to hear the Muſick of the lower Heaven, the Songs, 
Pſalmes, and praifings of thee in the Congregations of 
the Saints. That being trained up to have a Child place 
in this bleſſed Choxe upon Earth, may be fitted and pre- 
ferred to have a Man's place, in the glorious Quire of | 
Saints and Angels in Heaven. O Lord, let me I beſeech| 
thee, not only externally,” but internally, hear thy voice, 
for it is ſweet,that my Soul may be inwardly acquainted 

with 
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with the Dialect of Heaven; fo ſhall my Soul ſpeak and 
anſwer thee, in the ſame Angellike Language, in men. 
tal, and Ejaculatory Prayers, and praiſes here, (a ſervice 
not only required, but moſt acceptable to thee) and with 
Ear, and Heart, hereafter, hear thee, and return unto 
thee in Soul, and Body, praiſes, and glorify thee Eter: 
nally in the Heavens, Amer. 

Having 1n the fix foregoing preliminaries, in all hu- 
mility, declared my Opinion, anſwered the chief objeCti- 
ons, and given the reaſon and ground thereof, both from 
Scripture, and the light of Nature; As alſo ſhewed the 
neceſlary, happy, and ſpiritual uſe and end of the Saints 
exerciſe; of all the Five Serſes; as tending much more to 
the glory of God, and the increaſe of their innocent and 
ſpiritual delight, compleat happineſs and bleſſedneſs, 


ſhall not need to add much more,as concerning the ſenſe 
of Taſting, which undoubtedly ſhall, as well, as that of 
Seeing, and Hearing, be much meliorated, and height- 
ned in this life of Glory : It being cleerly evident, and 
agreeable to right reaſon, that as the objefts and ſub- 


jects, upon which this Senſe ſhall be frequently exerciſed, 
c be they things potable, as Waters, Juices, and Liquors 3 
or things edible, as Roots, Flowers, Plants, Hearbs, and 
Fruits ) ſhall much excell, not only in their powers; ver- 
tues, and beaury, but alfo in their juice and reliſh, the 
choiceſt of that kind, now in being, as hath. been for- 
merly evinced, and illuſtrated, by reaſon of their new 
birth and incorruptible nature: ſo ſhall our ſenſes, and 
particularly this of the Taſte, be wonderfully enlarged 
and raiſed, and proportionably fitted, and enabled ac- 
curately, to diſtinguiſh and diſcern of the different, and 
lanumerable excellencies, as to their taſte ( by which, e- 
ven now,a skiltull Naturaliſt can give a right judgment, 
as to their vertues) of ſuch a multitude of fimples, and 
individuals, that ſo, by the exquiſitneſs of this ſenſe, our 
Souls and Bodies may not only be made the more happy 
and bleſſed, but delighted in the uſe of Gods good Crea- 
tures, as the medium and conveighance of nouriſhment, 
ordained of God (as formerly in Mans innocency ) to be 


| Gee ule- 
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both in Soul, and Body, in that their glorified ſtate : I | 
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Of the ſenſe 


of Taſting glo- 
rified. 
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uſetull, and fubſervient, although not abloJutely necel- 
ſary to our glorious and Eternal Lite 3 ( we having a far 
more virtual, and higher Root of Life, for our lite is hid 
in Chriſt with God) : And alſo that by the teſtimony of | 
this ſenſe, both Soul and Body may be the more enlar- 
ged, and lifted up in the prailes, admiration, and adora- 
tion of the wiſdome, power, mercy, and goodnels of our 
God, the Creator, giver; and free reftorer of ſuch ma. 
nifold, and wonderfull bleſſings, in and by his Eternal- 
ly begotten,and only beloved Son,our Head,and Spoule, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. As for the killing or cating of the 
Fleſh of any of the ſenſible Creatures, (I humbly con- 
ceive) and that upon good grounds, there ſhall nor then 


Lze any ſuch uſe of them 3 they being now made incor- 


ruptible, and: in their nature as everlaſting, as the Ele- 
ments, out of which they are taken;z and lo ſhall conti- 
nue, by vertue of this new Creation, ſo long as it plea- 
ſeth God. , The food of the Saints, in this new Earth, 
being only a lightning, and exonerating the truit-bear- 
ing vegitives, that ſo they may be continually bringing 
forth new harveſts to the glory of their Creator, not a 
bringing in bondage,or unto deſtruction any ot the Crea-; 
tures, now delivered and admitted to enjoy the glorious: 
liberty of the Children of God. This bleſted itate being; 
as it were Paradiſe revived, a new Creation, and reſtau. 
ration of all things, in this new Heaven, and new Earth, 
( by the obedience, merit, and righteouſneſs of our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, although much more 
prauoners. of what was loſt by the fall, fin. and dif- 
obedience of the firſt Adam. That laſt Paradile, being! 
intended in the Eternal wiſdome, and decree of God (as 
I humbly conceive, and ſeems to me now to be clearly 
maniteſted ) to be but the Type, ſhaddow, and figure of 
thisz all things being made by, and for him, who is the 
Heir of all things, the Head, and Spouſe of his Church, 
the firſt. fruits of them that {leep 3 the beginning.,and the 
firſt-born from the dead, and the firſt-bora of every 
Creature, and the beginning of the Creation of Cod, I 


ſhall now conclude this ſubject, with this monition to all 
[Ou Chriſtians, not to ſuppoſe or dream here of the 
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. of, by us, in the enjoyment of Gods.good Creatures, to 
| his great praiſe, and admiration; then, much more, will 
they be beneficial, and He, be honoured in them, by us, | 
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Poets Elyſzan Field, or of a Turkiſh Paradiſe, in this glo- 
[rious ſtate; nor to be ſo finfully carnal,as to imagine that 
the finleſs Souls, and Bodies of the new raiſed, and glo- 
'rified Saints, either ſhall, or can abuſe this Senſe, by any 
exceſs, and make it inſtrumental, as now, to ſenſuality, 
'gluttony, and drunkenneſs; nor on the other extream,let 
no Chriſtian be ſo unbelievingly ſpiritual, as contrary to 
| Scripture, (that affirms the ſame Bodies ſhall be raiſed ) 
| to deny what it aflerts, as an obje& of our faith ; ner ſo 
| ablurd, and irrational, (as. the Papiſts in their. Do@rine 
'of Tranſubſtantiation) to deny to our Bodies raiſed, the 
, properties, -parts, and ſenſes, of which a true Body ſub- 
filts, rhereby to deſtroy the true nature, and. -eflence of 
the Body 5; all that are truly Saints, being ractically and 
experimentally aflured, that if in; abis, lite, wherein we 
are incompaſt, about with a Body of'Sin,and Death, this 
ſenſe, and-the reſt, may: be, and is ſpiritually made uſe 


in that our finleſs condition, and life of Glory. 

| O my Sdul, ſhall thy ſenſe of Taſting, be not only re- 
tained, but exceedingly perteCted, greatly enlarged, and 
elevated, at thy Bodiesi ReſurreQion, and glorious living 
with thy Head, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, upon the renewed | 
Earth? Shalt thou eat, and drink, as our Sayiour did ' 
thrice after his Reſurre&ion, probably. to (hew, not only. 
that his Body was truly raiſed, and that his -ſtay.upon 
Earth, was a figure, and pattern of his Saints firſt degree | 
of Glory, here, after their ReſurreCtion, as his, was his 
firſt degree of glory, and exaltation, after his; | bur alſo, 
that they ſhould accidentally, and at pleaſure, as be did, 
although not out of a poſitive, and natural neceſlity,eat, 
drink, and make uſe-of the Creatures? Shall thy body, 
not only have a kinde of fecondary nouriſhment, (as our 
firſt Parents had in Paradiſe) conveighed unto it, with a 
far more exceeding, and extraordinary delight that they 
had, becauſe of the excelling tranſcendency of the ſub- 
jects, and their much more fanctihed, and - fpiritualiz'd 
conditionz Bur ſhall the Taſte alſo adminiſter to thee, 
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| continually much delight and knowledge from the unex- 
{| prefſible ſweetneſs, and wonderfull variety of innumera- 
ble Vegitives,as to their admirable natures and qualities, 
to thy great content and raviſhment, and thy Creators 
glory?-O do not therefore now vitiate, and pollute it, 
with gluttony,or drunkenneſs; nor make it a {laviſh Hand- 
maid, to any fleſhly and inordinate appetite : Be wile, 
and guide thy heart in the way be not amongſt Wine- 
bibers, amongſt riotous eaters of fleſh, for the drunkard 
and the glutton (hall come to poverty. Who hath woe, 
who hath ſorrow, who hath contentions, who hath bab- 
ling, who hath wounds without cauſe, who hath redneſs 
of the Eyes? They that tarry long at the Wine, they 
that go to ſeek mixt Wine. Look. not thou upon the Wine 
when it-is red, when it giveth its colour in the Cup, 
when it-moveth it ſelf aright, at the laſt it biteth like a 
Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder; Thine Eyes ſhall 
behold ſtrange Women, and thy Heart ſhall utrer per- 
verſe things; yea, thou ſhalt be as he that Iyeth down 
In the midſt of the Sea, or as he that lyeth upon the top 
of a Maſt; They have ſtriken me, ſhalt thou ſay, and I 
was not fick; they have beaten me, and I felt it notz when 
I ſhall awake, I will ſeek it yet again. O my Soul, in that 
new life thou ſhalt only eat and drink ( as the Apoſtle 
exhorts) to the glory of God, and more for pleaſure and 
delight (and that as to ſpiritual ends) than for neceffi- 
ty; but in this fiofull life, if thou be given to appetite, 
put a Knife to thy throat, and watch over thy guſt, eat- 
ing and drinking more for neceſſity, . than for pleaſure, 
as one that eats to live,not lives to eatz not making (like 
thoſe wicked ones reproved by the Apoſtle Pax/) th 

Belly thy God; But like thy for ever glorious and blef- 
ſed Saviour, at all ſeaſonable Feaſtings, do thou turn 
Water into Wine, that is, be a holy and Chriſtian Phy. 
loſopher or Chymiſt, extracting Life and Spirits out of 


| rious gults, ſweetneſs and verrues of the Creature, the 
| ſuper-excelling ſweetneſs, wiſdome and goodneſs of thy 
God, the bountifult giver, and the wonderfull Creator ; 
Do not with the Swiniſh and dropfical Drunkard, turn 
wine 
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Wine into Waterz- but in thy Non-age ſo train up this 
Childiſh ſenſe, in all holy temperance and ſobriety, that 
it may be prepared and fitted for its ſublimer exerciſe, 
in thy Man-hood of Glory. 

O my Lord and Saviour, who art both onr example, 
and our Law-giver, and therefore haſt commanded us 
not to labour for the Meat that periſheth, but for that 
Meat which endureth unto everlaſting life; and doth ex- 
hort, and precaution us, to take heed to our ſelves, that 


our hearts be not over-charged with ſurfeiting, and 
drunkenneſs, teſt that Day ( either of Death, Or Jud ws 


ment) come upon us unawares; and haſt alfo declared, 
by thy Apoſtle, that Meats are for the Belly, and the 
Belly is for Meats, but God ſhall deſtroy them both; and 
therefore didft exhort and teach us, how to purify, and 
ſpiritualize our fleſhly guſt, and appetite by faith; offer- 
ing thy ſelf to be drunk and eaten by us, when thou 
laideſt, My Blood is Drink indeed, my Fleſh is Meat in- 
deed; affording to us ſuch an excellent nouriſhment,that 
who ſo by faith ſpiritually eateth thy Fleſh, and drink- 
eth thy Blood, ſhall not dye, but live to Eternity : Yea, 
tarther thou holdeſt forth to us, that thou art that Bread 


har cameſt down from Heaven, ( of which the Manna 
in the Wilderneſs was but a Type) which whoſoever 
ceateth (by faith) that is, by believing in thee, ſhall not 
dye, but live for ever; as alſo that thou art that Water 


O Lord, I cry unto thee with the Emazites, Lord, ever 
give unto me to eat of” this Bread, and to drink of this 
living Spring then ſhall I be ſo fully ſatisfied, that I ſhall 
never hunger or thirſt more after any of the things of | 
this World ; The luſts of the Fleſh, the luſts of the Eyes, 


nough for my ſelf, but ſuch plenty, as there-with to feaſt 
others alſo; as being enabled to ſay with thy beloved 
Apoſtle, That which was from the beginning, which we 


i 


or the pride of life : yea Lord, I ſhall not only have e- | 


— 


| 


ot Life,of which whoſoever drinketh,ſhall thirſt no more: [John 4.13,14+ 


| 


have heard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, which 
we have looked upon, (yea that which we have taſted ) | 
and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life, de- 
clare we unto you, that yee may have fellowſhip with us, | 
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(and truly our fellowl(hip 1s with the Father, and his Son, 
even with thee O Lord Jeſus Chriſt : ) Lord give unto, 
thy Servant an internal taſte, as well as thou haſt given] 
me an external ſenſe; that I may with holy David,both' 
taſte, and ſee, how goed the Lord is; and binde the one 
Apprentice to the other, making it ſerviceable to m 
Soul, and unto thee; Then ſhall I enjoy a double reliſh, 
and ſweetneſs, in every drop of drink, and bit of meat, 
as being a love-token from thee, and an earneſt of Eter- 
nal Lite, and nouriſhment in thee; ſo ſhall my Earthly 
Pallate, at no time injure, deceive, or pollute, my ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe; as Noah's, and Lot's did, by ignorance ſur- 
priſe, and the ſweetneſs of the Grape ; but be kept in or- 
der, and in obedience; ſharpning, not blunting the edge 
of my Meditation, and Charity, as the full Meats of 
Nabal and Dives did 3 watering,and enlivening,not drown- 
ing my piety, and obedience, as it is probable, Wine,and | 
ſtrong Drink did Nabal and Abihu. O Lord, it 1s true, 
that the Beaſts of the Field, partake, and have the uſe of | 
this ſenſe, as well as Man; O that they might not one 
Day, ſhame, and riſe up in Judgment againft the Epicu- 
riſme of many Men! Doth nature moderate the Horſe, | 
and the Oxen, as to their eating, and drinking? O let] 
the addition of thy grace, fo order and ſanctify my taſte 
and appetite, that in their ſweetneſs I may admire thy 
delectableneſs, mercy, wiſdome, ard goodneſs; ſo ſhall 
this ſenſe begin my glory here, and be perfected 1n glory, 
hereafter, Amer. 

Whether odours, and ſweet ſnfells, nouriſh, is a great 
queſtion amongſt the learned Naturaliſts ; but that they 
do greatly preſerve, refreſh, and delight nature, is denyed 
by none 5 becauſe ſenſe and experience cannot be con- 
tradicted, or deceived. For my part,ſince it 1s moſt clear, 
and evident, that noxious,and poiſonous ſcents, vapours, 
and peſtilential Aire, (the effects of Comets, and Earth- 
quakes) as alſo minerable, and ſulphurious breaths, and| 
damps in Mines, and Cole-pits, and in the Caverns of 
the Hill Yeſuvixs, of Dragons, and Serpents, yea- of long 
immured, and unaired Priſoners, have infected, ſuffoca. 
ted, and ſuddenly killed Perſons, in the perfeCteſt de- 

gree 
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gree of health : I conclude, that if venomous and malig- 
\nant ſmells, and ſpirations, have demonſtrably, and un- 
deniably, a ſecret and virulent Power, to deſtroy life 
[and naturez Then aſluredly, by the rule of contraries, 
and according to right reaſon, (not to ſpend time in the 
youching of inſtances,as of that Maid that was preſerved 
in health, ſtrength, and life, many Moneghs, ( without 
taking any other nouriſhment ) by the contant ſmelling | 
ot a Role; and in Xoſes, Eliahs,and our Saviour, living | 
40. Days without any viſible Meat, or Drink which al-| 
though miracalous, becauſe extraordinary, and above the 
cuſtomary courſe of nature; yet not ſo totally miraculous, 
as to exclude Gods making-uſe of the Aire, or ſome 0- 
ther inviſible means of nouriſhment, for the preſervation 
and comfort of their natures ſuch, as I am aſſured was 
then partially,if not totally,their ſmelling, and in-breath- 
ing of the ſweet and wholſome Element of Aire: I ſay 
again, then aſſuredly, by the rule of contraries, and ac- 
cording to right reaſon, redolent, fragrant, cordial, and 
ſpiritual odours, ſcents, aires, and, ſmells, do not only re- 
treſb, and exhilerate, but fortifie, preſerve, and nouriſh | 
,our life, and beings; although ſubtilly, and inviſibly, as 
being thin, and airy, and therefore more agreeable, and 
ſuitable to feed, ſtrengthen and increaſe our natural, and | 


animal Spirits, the innate life of our Bodies,and the me- | 


dium,and conjugal Bonds,and Ligaments, with which our 
Souls, (whilſt theſe Spirits continue) are as it were bound 
and married, to our fleſh) as ſeeming to be in love with 
them, becauſe of their likeneſs, and of a ſpiritual nature, ' 
like it ſelf; This ſecret and myſterious acting of nature, 
and yet ſo neceſſary, as without the vehiculum of all 
{cents,a ſweet aire, our bodily life, cannot long continue, 
I conceive, hath occaſtoned theſe doubts, and diſputes, 
which I have the longer inſiſted upon,to manifeſt what a 
uſefull, and neceſſary Organ, this ſenſe of Smelling is, 
of life to the Body, as well as delight to the Soul, in this 
ſtate; and therefore rationally muſt continue, and have 
an exerciſe, and a Beeing in our glorified Bodies here- 


aſter. 
From what hath been ſaid, of the ſenſe of Taſting, 
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and of this of Smelling, in order to our nouriſhment, and 
as a Medium ordained of God, as it was in Paradile,for 
the more delightfull, and neceſlary continuance of life; 1 
infer, that it is probable, that this ſenſe of Smelling, ſhall 
not only continue, but have the ſame ule, and exercite, 
although in a far more excellent way, and manner, after 
the Reſurrejon of our Bodies, in Glory. 

Secondly, Argue the probability thereof, from the ma- 
ny moſt excellent objects,and ſubjects of this ſenle in the 
new Heaven, and new Earth; the bleſled habitation of 
hey the new-raifed Saints; ſuch as the four refined, and 
then made incorruptible Elements, of Fire, Aire, Water, 
and Earth; together with the moſt odoriterous Plants, 
Herbs, Flowers, Fruits, and ſweet-{melling, and Spice- 
bearing Trees; the beautifull furniture, conſtant,and na- 
tural perfume of this new Creation, whoſe moſt excel- 
lent end, Gods wiſdome, and glory, and uſe, the Saints 
delight, health, and nouriſhment, would be loſt, and to 
little purpoſe,ſhould this ſenſe of Smelling not then have 
a beeing, and be exerciſed by us. 

The Levitical and Ceremonial Oyntments, Perfumes, 


| and Incenſe, coinmanded by God, to be made, uſed,and 


offered, under the Law, as principal Sacrifices, and as Fi- 
gures of ſaving Grace, and Prayer, and T ypes of our 
bleſſed Saviours moſt pleafing and acceptable Merits, 
and Mediation, ſhew, of what high eſteem, odours, ſpice, 
and perfumes, had then, even in Religious Services; If 
ſo, it is moſt likely, they ſhall have the honour, to have 
a beeing, and to be 'a ſpecial Ornament of this new 
Earth, and of civil ufe, for the delight and benefit of 
the Saints, If ſuch Creatures, as the curſe for fin, hath 
made noxious, and deſtrugive to Mankinde, ſhall after 
their Purification by Heavenly Fire, have ſtill a beeing, 
or a re-exiſtence, ſuch as the Elements, yea, ravenous, 
and devouring Beaſts, as the Prophet ſeems:to;:infinuate 
in thoſe expreſſions, ( wherein I exclude. not a fpiritua] 
ſenſe alſo) that the Wolfe ſhall dwell with the Lamb, 
{and the Leopard. ſhall lye down with the Kid, and the 
Calfe and the young Lion, and the fatling together ; 
And the Cow and the Bear ſhall feed, and their young 

ones 
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ones ſhall lye down together: The Lyon ſhall eat ſtraw 
like the Oxe: how much more ſhall the harmleſs Crea- 
tures, aforementioned, which under. our innocency, were | 
innocent, comforts, and allayes in our miſery, have theri 
a beeing, and by the goodneſs of God, be made conco- 
mitants, and ſweet increaſers of our happineſs. From all 
which, I infer, that more-than probably, theſe Creatures 
ſhall have a beeing in this new Creation; and conſe- 
quently the neceffary exiſtence, and exerciſe of the ſenſe 
of Smelling, in this our glorified condition, 


continued, at the Reſurrection of thy Body, but moſt 
excellently rarified; perfefted, and glorified ? Shall it be | 
then as now, thobtgh in a far more inexpreſſible manner, 
not only refreſhing, and delightfull, but probably an 
additional, accidental; and inviſible delighter, preſerver, | 
and nouriſher of the life of the Compoſitum; thy glori- 
fied Soul and Body? - O let it not now be vitiated, and 
corrupted by ſin, and made the uſherer in of luſt, curio-| 
ſity, and pride; let not thy treaſures be exhauſted, nor 
thy charity be impoveriſht, (infully to pleaſe this ſenſe, | 
by any roo coſtly exceſs, in the perfitming of thy body, 
houſe, meats, ot garmeritsz after the vain and profuſe 
faſhion, uſe, and cuſtome of the prodigiaus, and prodi- 
gal great ones of this World 3 That by the Deviliſh 
witchcraft, and accurſed ſorcery of Sin, (a true Circes) | 
are transformed into Beaſts and Swine; and who with | 
the venemous Spider, ſuck and gather a finfull poiſon 
out of the choiceſt Flowers, and ſweeteſt Creatures, a- 


ouſneſs. But let this ſo pleaſing and uſefull ſenſe, even | 
now, in the enjoyment of all the excelling ſweets of na- 
ture, not only delight, refreſh, and cheriſh thy outward 
Man; thy natural and animal Spirits; but let it be a 
curious, and heavenly Limbeck, to draw forth, raiſe up, 
and extraQ,out of the fragrant Redolencies of the nume- 
rous kinds of ſweets, ſuch a Ccleſtial Spirit, as may per- | 
fume thy whole Man, with the Divine raviſhing contem- 
plation of the infinite Power, and Wiſdome of thy Crea- 


O my Soul, ſhall the ſenſe of Smelling, be not only 


buſing them to wantonneſs, uncleanneſs, and voluptu- | 


tor, manifeſted in the multiplicity, variety, and unex- 
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preſſible excellencies of ſmells, and odours; as alſo of his 
wonderfull mercy, love, and goodneſs, in making them, 
and communicating them to thee, for thy uſe, and bene. 
fitz that as in a clear mirrour, and by this bleſled medi. 
um, thou mayeſt behold, and enjoy him , who 1s efſenti- 
ally ſweetneſs: and by whom through faith, in the Lord 
Jefus Chriſt, ({ which grace, as a ſpiritual, internal, and' 
common ſenſe, and Architype of all thy Bodily ſenſes) 
beholds, hears, taſts, ſmells, imbraces, and poſleſles him : 
thou mayeſt, I ſay, in God alone be delighted, retrelht, 
and nouriſht unto Life Eternal. 

O infinite, holy, ever glorious, and Eternal Spirit, who 
art the power, and love; the goodneſs, holineſs, and! 
ſweetneſs of the Eternal Father, and the Son, as pro- 
ceeding from all Eternity, from them; and who art co-| 
equal, co-eternal, and co-ecflential with them, in the uni-: 
ty of one Divine Eſſence, and God.head; who art the. 
Comforter, Counſeller, Preſerver, and Sanctifher of all the 
Ele, and Children of God; give me a new heart, and 
a new ſpirit, and make me a new Creature, according. 
as the Father hath promiſed, in the new Covenant of 
grace; ſo (hall not only my - Soul, with all the faculties, 
and affetions thereof, but my Body alſo, with all its 
Members, and Senſes, be meliorated, renewed, and fan- 
ified 3 and this rare, wonderfull, and curious ſenſe of 
Smellingz with the finfulneſs of pride, voluptuouſneſs, 
exceſs, curioſity, and vanity, hath 'made not only unpro- 
fitable and. deſtructive to me, but'ot il ſavour, offenſive, 
and diſhongrable to thee; become, like the laborious Bee, 
a gatherer of ſweetneſs; out of every object thereof, Of. 
which various mixtures, .my Soul ſhall compound, and 


the Law, prefiguring this ) of love, as in return for thy. 
goodneſs of admiration, - in the acknowledgment of thy 
wiſdome of adoration, as declaring thy Omnipotency of 
praiſe, and. thankſgiving, as glorifying thee, for theſe thy| 
manifold, gifts, and hleſtingsz; and be not only Adam: 
72d, and- like him, as:tn Paradiſe before the Fall, but 
Angebz'd; yea,like my/Lord and Saviour, who from eve-| 
raiſed,'| 
matter | 
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matter of honour,znd glory to God his Father,and mine: 
yea, by ſuch an holy exerciſe of this Senſe, my Soul, as 
well as my Body, [hall be refreſht, delighted, and nou- 
riſht, in its Eternity of Life, begun here, and to be made 
/perfe(t,together with this ſenſe, at the firſt Reſurreqion 
of the Juſt in Glory. 

| I need not prove, that the Senſe of Feeling ſhall con- | 9f the Senſe 
tinue, and have exiſtence in the Saints glorified ſtate, | = aA 
fince to deny it, is #arto-monnt, as to affirm that their 
Bodies {hall not have a beeingz or which is equally a b- 

ſurd, that they ſhall in this new life, be ſick of a dead 

Pallie : This Senſe being now,and ſo without doubt,ſhall 

|be then one of the cleareſt fignes, and demonſtrations of: 

the life of the Body; and hath in one reſpett, a fingular 

! nga and difference, above the reſt of the Sen- | 

les. For, whereas every other Senſe hath its proper Seat, 

[and Organ; This may be truly ſaid,to be like the Soul, 

[and to Organize, and reſide in every part and member : 

of a living and perfe&t Body. Neither is this Senſe leſs 

neceſſary to motion, than to life, infomuch, as that when 

a Body 1s totally deprived thereof, it is inſenfible, and 

moyes not, and 1s accompted, no better than a dead 

Trunk, and inanimate Corps: I (hall add further, that | 

this Senſe, as it is now, (-{o certainly it ſhall be then )' 

the Souls chief Inſtrument, and Toquiſitor to diſcern by, | 

'and give Judgment, with much pleaſure and delight, of 
thoſe four principal Elementary qualities, : that are re- 
ſpectively inherent to, and in all created things, and bo-' 
dies, that conſiſt of matter, and are made up, and com- 
pounded of the four Elements; :as to heat, or .coldnelſs; 
drineſs, or moiſture; or'of 'thoſe- remoter qualities, and 
adjunds; foft or hard,ſmoath or rough, arifing from them: 
$0 that, as the Soul united to the new-raiſed. Body, with- 
out Eyes, and the Senſe of Sight, may truly be ſaid to 
be imperfe&t,and blind; as; to all viſible objects; ſo.ſhould 
the. Body want this Senſe of; Feeling, -the Soul may as 
[truly be ſaid, to be incommpleat, and tgnorantly dark, as| - 
to its knowledge, and underſtanding, as to all Tangible 
ſubjects. [: H wo 0 
.'From what hath been ſaid, I aſſert, _ the Saints = | 
q:\ 112 tne 
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the ReſurreQion, (hall in their glorified Bodies, have both 
the continuance, and exerciſe of this Senſe of Feeling, 
and that in an incowparable perfeCtion, as to what it is 
now. I will not pofitively affirm, that ſpiritual ſubſtan- 
ces,as Angels, may be ſubjetts of this glorified Senſe,that 
{ball be ſpiritualiz'd with our Bodies ; which though now 
a Natural Body, ſhall then according to the Word of 
Truth, be raiſed a ſpiritual Body-: It ſo, 1s it not pro- 
bable, that as now, to our natural Bodies, natural things 
are touchable, ſo to our ſpiritual bodies, ſpiritual ſub- 
ſtances, as Angels, may be Tangible: Our Saviours ex-| 
preflion to his Apoſtles, not at all contraducing, or exclu. | 
ding this inquiry, or inference, he affirming only, that a 
ſpirit hath not fleſh, and bones, as he had : not denying 
that a ſpiritual glorified body, may touch and feel a 
ſpiritual Beeing, and Eſſence: But ſhould this not be, 1] 
am aſſured, we ſhall both touch, and imbrace him, and 
be imbrac'd by him (I ſpeak this according to the Scrip- 
ture-phraſe, with all due and humble reverence ) who is| 
far above all Creatures,and Angels, our Head,our Spoule, 
our Saviour, the moſt glorious Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God- 
man, in one Perſon; as alſo Abraham, Tſaac,and Jatob 
the Holy Patriarchs, Kings, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, 
Confeflors,and glorified Saints ; as alſo our formerly neer 
and dear Relations; which then (hall be known of us, 
in that perfe&tion of knowledge, and in this our exalta-' 
tion ; that ſo their ſalvation may add ſuch an accidental 
joy to the augmentation of our bleſſedneſs, as the Holy 
Angels are ſaid,by our Saviour,to have now ſuper-added 
to their happineſs, at the converſion of a finner. | 

To theſe, I ſhall annex and ſubjoyn other more inferi-| 
our ſubjeds of this glorified Senſe ; the then refined and: 
well-tempered Aire and Elements; the delighttull con- 
tat of Fowles, Birds, and Beaſts, now willingly ſubject 
and obedient to Man; the ſuper-excelling, and numerous 
Trees, Fruits, and Plants ; the Arbors of foft and ſweet- 


the Carpets of all manner of rareſt Herbs and Flowers; 
with which this new Heaven, and new Earth, this renew- 


ed Paradiſe, ſhall be (even to perpetuity) plentifolly 
garniſht 


— — 


” 
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garniſht, and adorned with, to the great glory of God; 
the Creator, of Chriſt the Reſtorer, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt the Efficient, and to the unexpreflible pleaſure, and 
delightfull uſe, and benefit of the Ele& and glorified 
Saints. As the bleſſed Carticles, that Song o Songs, 
hath been, and is reproacht, and abuſed by wanton A- 
moriſtsz and a learned Man was declared an Heretick, 
for holding there was an Anripodes, or a new World be- 
fore its diſcovery 3 ſo may poſſibly theſe my weak noti- 
ons, and contemplations, (although of a Divine ſubje&) 
becauſe not heretofore ſearcht into by others,that I know 
of; and therefore if the Lord in his providence ſhall or- 
der them to come to a publick view, I only recommend 
them to the devout peruſal,and judgment of holy, hum- 
ble, regenerate, and practical Chriſtians z who although 
in the Body, do by divine Meditation, as it were live 
out of the Body, and have been ſo far changed into the 
Image of Chriſt, and taught, and renewed by his holy 
Spirit, that they have brought their Bodies, and Senſes 
unto ſuch a ſpiritual frame, and exerciſe, as is declared, 
and exhorted to, in the foregoing diſcourſe; Theſe will 
rightly judge of this perſonal Raign of Chriſt, with his 
Saints upon Earth 5 and how uncharitably, and unjuſtly, 
and I may add yer rn many ( in other reſpe&s, 
learned, religious, and to be honoured ) have ignomini- 
ouſly, and falſely branded this Dodrine, as though it 
was New, Epicureal, and Senſual; whereas the truth is, 
it is * a moſt antient and Primative Dodtrine, and no- 
thing elſe, but the declaration and affirmation of that 


rom condition of Chrift,and his Saints 3 that he him- 
elf, the Holy Scriptures, and Prophets, indited, and in- 


ſpired by his _ Spirit, have throughout witneſſed to, 
and promiſed, as by the Scriptures quoted in the Margin, 
beſides many others, is ſufficiently proved. That he, the 
ſecond Adaw, ſhould come to renew, and reſtore all 
things, in this lower Creation, (freed from the curſe of 
fin ) to as good, yea, a far better condition, than they 
had before the Fall; hen God ſaw every thing that he 
bad made, and behold it was very good. Now, \d1d not 
God make this ſo excellent a work, for his Glory? and 
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. | this glorified Senſe of Feeling : Referring the Reader to 
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and witneſſes of his excellencies in the Creatures ? How 


for his Creature [Man] to enjoy, and to ſerve,praile, and 


glorify him, in the fruition thereofz and in the admira-, 
tion of him in this its'excellency,and goodneſs? But did 
any of Man-kinde;! but only two, Adam and Eve, enjoy 
the Earth, and the'Creatures thereof, in their Primitive, 
and created excellencies, and that but for a Day, or 
two? How then ſhall God have his end, the Glory of his 
Power, wiſdome, and- goodneſs; and Man, the enjoy- 
ment of all his liberality and bounty; and be Trumpets 


ſhall Gods promiſe: be fulfilled, Of waking. a new Hea- 
ven, and a new Earth; and reſtoring all things by bis. 
Son, the Heir of all things. It Man, I mean all the Elect, 
in his Soul, Body, and Senſes, ſha]l not be renewed, and 
live perſonally with Chriſt, - at this Renovation of all 
things, for « thouſand years, according to the Scriptures, 
to enjoy what God hath made, and Chriſt hath purchas! 
ſed for them : and: tb; admire, : adore, and glorify him 
in the Primitive end,uſe;and enjoyment of them 3 Theſe 
then that deny. this, and:in +a fervent ( I forbear to 
ſay igaorant haſt ,- becauſe, every Age hath its meaſure 
of light) would ſeat the raiſed Saints in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, before their time, and before Gods promiſes, and 
great deſigns be fulfilled ; -what do they elle, in the de- 
clining of this great truth, but, force themſelves yu 

falſe, and Allegarical: expoſitions of cleer, and literal 
Scriptures, making ineffetual his promiſe? yea, do they| 
not affirm, contrary to that undeniable maxime, that! 
God made theſe: Heavens, and this Earth, and all the 
wonderfull Creatures, and admirable Ornaments there- 
of, in vain as not known, nor- made uſe of by them, for 
whom' at firſt he created it, and again renewed it? I| 
might: here add many more Arguments, for the defence] 
of this truth, but I ſhall at this time, no further digreſs 
but return to my former Method of Meditation, upon 


thoſe, moſt excellent, Treatiſes of Dr. Homes, Mr. Archer, 
and. many others upon.this Subject. v- 
.O my Soul, ſhall. this Senſe be not only continued, but 


exerciſed | ypon ſuch excellent ſubjefts, in/ Glory : ſhall 
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it with thy Body be ſpiritualiz'd,; and: as to its ſenſability, 
jncomparably exceed, what it; is now :. O-be careful 
[not to effeminate, or pollute it 3 diſdaining to. vaſlalage 
it to pride, covetoulnelſs; luſt, or vanity: But, :as it more 
than all. the other Senſes, declares and manifeſts thy 
living in the body; $9 let it, by an innocent, ſober,chaſt, 
and holy acting, teſtify Chriſts living in thee, The Lord 
Jeſus hath taken off all legal impoſitions, ſuch as Toxch 
not, taſte not z but not; his Goſpel,;and Spiritual reſtrain- 


an liberty,. which he hath purchafet} for thee, to fulfill 
the Luſts of the Flelh 3 For, zf thow liveſt after the Fleſh, 
thox ſhalt dye; but if through che Spirit, thou-mortifieſt 


but in the Hand 3 deſire not with 7545 (inthe Poet) 
that every thing thou toucheſt,. may become Gold ;/ but 
remember; the iſſue, and moral. of the Fable, his ſtarving 
and periſhing in his enjoyments.;; Neither z#ebrace thou 
the boſome' of a ſtrange Woman, far he that tqwtheth her 


and her fleps take bold of Hell; ſhe being compared by 
the ſpirit of God to a deep Ditch, and to a narrow Pir, 


| out of 'which- very few; get out, and are ;delivered. For 


alchough as-in the Poet, Ixion-like, in the height of thy 
|Juſtfull pleaſure, thou thinkeſt to infold in thy Armes, 4 
| Jano, a Goddefs : The.conclulion will be, but the grafp- 
ing of an'Airy Cloud; cay, which-is far worſe, a Peſti- 
lential yapour, aa inflam'd and killing Granado, ..O my 
Soul, fince! whilſt thou -art in this vain Wotld, and in 
this finfull body, thou art incompaſt about, with Legions 
of evil ſpirirs, with innumerable ſnares, and with: ſecret, 
and ſubtile temptations3 which {with thoſe in the Pro- 
phet) call good evil, and evil good';, mhich' put. bjsfer for 
ſweet, aud ſweet for bitter; which; call light, darkneſs, 
and darkneſs, light 3 abuling lawfull things, and turning 


may overflow, and drown the/ Earth again, ,wigh a far 
more dangerous Flood, thaa that of.W ater, ;(which de- 


aa i Jo 


* a 


1ng. Therefore abuſe not, nor make uſe of this Chrifti- | 


the deeds of the Fleſh, thou ſhale live. ; Take: heed of | 
covetouſneſs, which hath not only its ſeat in the Eyes | 


ſhall not he innocent 3 for her mays draw neer to death, Prov: 5: 5 


{troyed only a temporal Lite) eyen a deluge ot fin, and 


| 
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them out of their right: Channel, by. excels, that ſo they | - - 
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|| ven thee by God, to cover thy ſinfull nakednefs, to be- 
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of flaming Fire, (long, fince foretold, the cauſe of that 
Fire, and without true repentance of Eternal Death ) 
watch thou therefore, 'and pray, leſt thou fall into tem- 
| ptation, and this ſence be adulterated by thy pride, ex- 
| ceſs, and luxury, and made inſtrumental, to cauſe thoſe 


good Creatures, the ſoft Silks of Perſra, the warm Furs 
of Auſcovia, the fine Wools of Britar, and Segovia, gi- 


— — 


come a covering of fin, and a Banner of pride, and va- 
nity. 
Take heed alſo, that this ſenſe be not bewitched, and 


\ | overcome through voluptuouſneſs, and corrupt —_— by 
$ 


an exceſſive, idle, and inordinate uſe, of the Down- 

of Englaxd, of the hot Springs of Bathe, of the freſh,but 
wanton Aire of Hide-Park, of the cool Baths, and Aqua- 
ducts of 7taly; Remember that antient, but true Pro- 
verb, Latet anguis in Herbaz made good, literally, and 
vitiouſly, in the Egyptian Cleopatra, whoſe luſts, even 
her unclean, and immoderate indulging of this ſenſe, 
procured her Soul and Bodies deſtruction. O my Soul, 
let this: ſenſe fulfill the end, for which it was made, and 
become ( as before hath been obſerved ) thy Inſtrument, 
and diligent Inveſtigator to inquire into the wonders, 
and bounty of God,in the Elements,other natural things; 
and in all thy enjoyments 3 That in the pleaſing, and 
ſober exerciſe, of this ſenſe, both thy body may be de- 
lighted, and thou mailſt be affiſted, and inſtructed there- 
from, to glorify thy great and good God, in all his mer- 
cies, and- attributes, and in all thy liberal fruitionsz fo 
ſhalt thon be like the bleſſed Angels, who by their ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe, ws. and apprehending God in all his 
works; are thereby inlarged, and unwearied in his prai. 
ſes; and be alſo a Companion with them, hereafter, in 
their Heavenly Hallelujahs, and Cceleſtial Glory. 

| O Lord, my God-and Saviour, who hath ſaid in thy 
Word; which Word is truth; Behold, 7 make all things 
new; fulfill that-promiſary Word, I beſeech thee in me; 
| renew both my Soul-and Body,that this ſenſe of ſenſes, 
[this univerſal ſenſe, that poſſeſſes every part and mem- 
ber, may not ſeem to be: alive, and yet not alive, as be- 


ivg 


J— 


as... —c 


EE 


Divine Meditations on F aith. 


ing by nature, and from my birth, taken with, and un- 
der a dead Pallie of Sin; and in danger to be made paſt 
feeling, through cuſtomary offending, and the frequent 
ſtroaks,and ſharp launciags of thy Judgments; the gnaw- 
ings, and bitings of Conſcience, and of my dangerous 
condition. 7s there no ' Balme in Gilead? Is there no 
Phyſician there? Lord Jelus, thou alone art my Phyſici- 
an, thou haſt undertaken. my Cure, thou haſt begun it, 
and wilt certainly perfect it; For thou art the Author, 
and finiſher of my Faith; a God of perfe&tion, and im-| 
mutable, theretore-thy Gifts and Calling are without Re- 
pentance. O be thou graciouſly leaded, to walh both 
Soul, and Body, in that Fountain, opened in the Houſe 
of David, for Sin, and for Uncleanneſ;, even in thy 
own moſt precious, healing and purifying blood :. For 
thy blood, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, cleanſeth ow all fin, 
and iniquity,and that not only from the guilt, as to Gods 
divine Fiſtice : But from the 6th of (in, this my body of 
death, and corrupt Luſts : ſo ſhall I have a pure, tender, 
and feeling Conſcience, to avoid, and eſchew all evil ; 
and the like Senſe of Feeling in my Body, ſhall be ſo 
ſanctified, and regulated by it, that neither coſtly pride, 
nor penurious covetouſneſs, luſtfull, and itching concu- 
piſcence, waſttull voluptuouſneſs, nor deceivable vanity, 
(hall vitiate, corrupt, or diſorder it. O my Lord, fince 
thou haſt made a firme Covenant with me, in Baptiſme, 


| 


and haſt contracted thy ſelf to me in the Communion of 
thy Body, and Blood, I will now preſume to ſay, as thy 
Spirit hath taught me, My Beloved it *mine, and I am 
his. Kiſs me with the kiſſes of thy Mouth, for thy love is | 
|better than Wine. Bring me into thy Banquetting-houſe, 


gons, comfort me with Apples, for I am fick of love; let 
thy left Hand be under my Head, and let thy right hand 
imbrace me. Now I have fonnd thee, whom my Sou! h- 
veth, I will hold thee, and will not let thee go; 0 ſet me\ 
as a Seal iepon thy Heart, as a Seal upon thy Arme; ſo 
my love, in thy ſtrength, is as ſtrong as death ; Many 
Waters, (through thy grace ) ſhalt not, nor ca» quench 
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and let thy Banner over me, be love: Stay me with F lag- | 
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be in thy Eyes, as one that hath found favour; o ſhall 


glorified with thee hereafter; and be the Hand-maid,and 
aſſiſtant to my Soul, to diſtinguiſh and diſcover unto her, 


in its unregenerate ſtate, a Pander to luſt, and Sathan: 
For the works of the Fleſh, are Adultery, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs; and without the new Jeru- 
ſalem,are Dogs, and Whoremongers. Lord do thou touch 


love; and then this bodily ſenſe ſhall be ſo metamorpho- 
ſhall be a real augmentation of my happineſs and delight, 
ably rewards thy Saints, receive from thee, by the holy 


increaſe of Glory, Amer. 

Having through Gods gracious afiſtance, (although in 
much weakneſs ) meditated and diſcourſed. of the glori- 
fication of the Five Senſes; I ſhall conclude, with the 
bleſſed, and excellent uſe, .and exerciſe of the Tongue 
(under which I comprehend the voice, and articulate 
{peech) at our Reſurreftion in Glory 3 which although 
not numbered amongſt the Senſes, yet 1s not interiour, 
but tranſcends them all; as being the Souls Orator, and 
Interpreter, to the glory of God, of what, is ſeen, heard, 
taſted, ſmelt, or touched by us 3 And therefore it is ſty- 
led by David, His Glory; as being that ſweet, and moſt 
melodious Inſtrument, that utters,* and declares the won- 
derous works of God, to his great praiſe, and honour, 
which is the principal end of our Creation, Redemption, 
and Glorification, To this member I annex, as neceſ[ary 
aſſiſtants; the Aire, Lips, Teeth, Throat, and Lungs. 
And as to the Speech, Language, or Dialect, ſolely to be 
uſed, by all the Saints, at the Reſurrection. T humbly 


conceive, it ſhall be the Primitive Hebrew Tongue 3; as 
| being 


this Senſe, my Touch, be ſpirirualiz'd, by thee here, and' 


thy bounty and goodneſs, and all other thy excellencies, 
in thy wonderfull works in nature; and ceaſe to be, as 


me with the Finger of thy ſanctifying Spirit, and let me 
lay hold, and imbrace thee in the Armes of. Faith, and 


ſed, by. ſuch a union, and communion with thee, thar it 
in this life, and through thy free grace, who proportion- 


exerciſe of it here, at the Reſurrection, an anſwerable! 


: 
: 
, 


my love; neither can the Floods of Tentations, Tribulati- 
ons, and Perſecutions for thy ſake, drown it. O let me! 


| 
: 
[ 


| 


” 
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being certainly, the Original Language of Adam, in the 
Creation; and before his Fall,when he gave names.to the 
Creatures, according to their natures, and in which God 
{ſpake unto him 3 and therefore is to be reſtored to us, 
by Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. The rife of all other Lan- 
guages, being a curſe, puniſhment, and an effet of fin, 
in their Original, and the confuſion at the building, of 
the Tower of Babel, Beſides, this Tongue had the great 
|and ſpecial honour, to be the Language of the Holy 
{ Ghoſt, in the old Teſtament, and inSt, Matthew's Goſpel, 
[and of our bleſſed Saviour, the Eternal Word of God ; 
'and of the bleſſed Angels, in all their ſeveral! miſſions, 
'and appearances throughout the Book of God. So that 
in fine, this Tongue hath the priviledge and prerogative 
of all other Languages, and may be called the Language 
-of the glorious Trinity 3 Holy Angels,and inſpired Saints, 
and Prophets, yea, the Language of Heaven. I proceed 
[next to the Perſons, with whom the Saints hail ſpeak, 
and frequently converſe in this new life, on the renewed 
'Earth, ( O let it be contemplated by us, with a raviſh- 
'ing, and admiring reverence, and thankfulnefs ).: Since it 
ſhall be with the moſt glorious Trinity in Unity, God 
bleſſed for ever, with the King of Kings, the Lord of 
Lords; The Mediator, Spouſe, and Head of his Myſtt- 
cal Body the Church, now perfe(t and compleat, redeem- 
ed, and raiſed in their Bodies alſo, to Glory : If now the 
Apoſtle witneſſes, We have fellowſhip with the Father 
and the Son, How wuch more then, when We ſhall 
Raign with Chriſt perſonally, as Kings, and Prieſts upor ; 
Earth. Further, in this Heavenly. Jeruſalem, this City 
of the living God, we ſhall have communion. with an in- 
numerable Company of Angels, and with the general Aſ- 
ſembly,. and Church of the firſt-born, even with all the 
Elect, from Adam, unto the laſt Convert : yea, then (ball 
that, great truth, in the Pſalmiſt, be fulfilled in this Re- 
ſtauration, by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; when the Saints 
(hall be Crowned with Glory, and Honour, and made 
with, and under him their Head, to haye dominion over 
the works of his hands. Then ſhall all things be put un- 
der their Feet; all Sheep, and Oxen, jon, pod the Fepſts 
| 2 0 
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of the Field, the Fowles of the Aire, and the Fiſh of the] 
Sea, and whatſoeyer paſleth through the Paths of the 
Seas. | 8: 

| come now, to the uſe and exerciſe, of this glorious, 
and glorified Member, the Tongue, ſpeech, and voice; 
which I humbly conceive ſhall be then, Muſica], and Lau- 
datory, and alſo precatory, as, and with reſpect to God, 
and Chriſt. Secondly diſcurſive, declarative, and com- 
mynicatiye, as 1n reſpect of Angels, and their fellow- 
Saints; as alſo gubernative, and mandatory, as, and in 
reſpect -of all inferiour Creatures, 

As to the firſt, that the chiefeſt duty, and higheſt ſer- 
vice of the Saints, in this new life, ſhall be the Loqual, 
Muſical, and melodious ſinging, prailing and worſhipping 
of God, and Chriſt, is in many Figurative Viſions pro- 
ved; and held forth, in the Revelation; as Chapter the 
Fourth, from Verſe the 8th. unto the end of the 11th, 
Verſe; and Chapter the 5th. from Verſe the 87h. until 
the end of the 14th. Verſe; and Chapter the 7th. from 
Verſe 9th. unto the end of the 12th. Verſe; and Chap- 
ter 11th. from Verſe 15th. unto the end of the 18zh. 
Verſe; and Chapter 14th. from Verſe the 24. unto the | 
end of the 3d. Verſes and Chapter the 15th. from Verl. 
the 24d. unto the end of the 4th. Verſe; and Chapter 
I9th. Verſe the 1. unto the end of the 37th. Verſe; I am 
not ignorant, that the places above cited, do moſt of 
them reſpet the providential aftings of God,and Chriſt, 
in the Church Militant, before the Reſurrection of the 
juſt; and the Churches returns- of praiſes, and worſhi 
for them; yet as I think, none will deny the truth I af 
fert, ſo none but will confeſs, theſe to be Types; and 
Patterns of what is done now in Heaven, by the Church 
tryumphant, and ſhall be done, by the Saints: after the)! 
ReſurreQion, to Eternity 3 which I prove from Rewela- 
tions, Chapter 21. Verſe the 22. which ſpeaks directly 
of the time I write of, even of the glorified ſtate of the 
Saints, upon the new Earth, under the type of the holy 
City, or new Jeruſalem; And I ſaw no Temple therein, 
for the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the 
Temple of itz and Chapter the 22, Verſe the 34. And 
there 
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there ſhall be no more curſe, but the Throne of God, 

and the Lamb ſhall be in it 3 and his Servants ſhall ſerve 

him. To theſe, I will only add the expreſſions of the 

Pſalmiſt; 77 God we boaſt all the day long, 'and praiſe | MS 
thy Name for ever; we will bleſs the Lord from this time. Fant 18, 
forth, and for ever more, And that of the Apoſtle, By 

Him ( meaning the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ) let's offer the | Heb.13. 15. 


Sacrifice of praiſe to'God continually; that js, the fruit 
of our Lips, giving thanks to his Name. | 

As to the ſecond particular, that the Saints after the! 
ReſurreQion,-ſhall converſe, and have communion with 
the bleſſed Angels,” and with the reſt of. their fellow- 


members, that Scriptnare before-cited out of the. Hebrews 
Chapter 12. Verle 22,& 23, doth ſufficiently eyidenee; 
for if we have communion with them, in this our mili-| 
tant condition, (" as is there afſerted by the Apoſtle )| 
how much more ſhall 'we have our Converſation with: 
them, in this ſtate of Glory. It the glorious.Angels are| 
now our Guardians, and were often: viſible, preſent, and | 
diſcourſed,. with Abraham, Jacdb, Lot, Joſhna, Gideor;| 
Manoah, David, Eliah, Eliſha,''Daniel, the Shepwards; | 
the bleſſed Virgin, John, and 'others.- of 'the: Saints on| 


[Eearth, ſhall'they not be much more/intimate, and cog\ 


verſant, when glorified together with them ſhall, we be 
as the Angels, and not with the"Angels 2: ſhalt we-have 
a fellowſhip with the infinite and' incomptehenfible 'Tax# 
nity ? ſhall God and the Lamb+be; out Temple;:in. this | 
period of our raigning with Chtiſt-upon- Earth, -as- hacks 
been before proved; and ſhall any' zhink us then-belom 
the ſociety of the Ele& Angels? or! that:the! Angels des 
light not to be preſent with themy with, tand .in-whom; 
the God, and Head of RN is,and Snhabits2: Did | 
not Angels declare moſt of the'/hbly-myſtefts:ro the/Priy; 


times ſay, See thou do it = 'T' am of thy: Byethren phe 
Prophets, that have the Teſtimony of 'Jeſm;worfidp God 
As for the communion of* Saitits, CE era 
aſter, it 4s one of the Articlesiof out Faith; and atferted 
in many places of the Scripture; 4s 4hat; where the' Kurs 


| 
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Genel.19. 1,2- 


[Gen. 32. 1, 2- 


Joſhua 5.13. 
Judg.'s. 12. 
Judg.13.13- 

2 Sam. 24- 17» 

2 King. 6. I7, 

18. 

1 King 19. 5,7 

Dan. 9. 20, 
Luke 1. 28. 
Luke 2. 9. 
Revel. I, 7. 
Mark 12. 25+ 

Revel. 21. 22» 


phets, and to Saint John, and when-thr b:ingraiity; noon. 19 Fo x 
he fell down twice to' worſhip: thei” 'did/tkeyohgr both wi Re my ap. 
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Math.28. 28. 
Luke 13. 28. 


1 Theſ. 4. 17: 


.! .-- 7] bly conceive it will begyto keep in remembrance, declare 
' -*- 2-1 arid communicate to, and .with one another, in leſter, or 
- 1, [greatergflemblies, the: glorious, fearfull, and wonderful 

'* 7. + | Name of the:-Lord:our God; that is, his infinite, and 
:;, ** ., . | ncompretienſible Attributes, by, which be is made known 


_ oneGod theit Creator. Which is to me a ſtrong 
; rea " 


. - | ſetting) foythithis igreat-wiſdome, and. juſtice ot: God, in 
appointing a; ertain-time for his' Saints, for whom he 


Divine Meditations on F aith. | 
kaſs is, there ſhall the Eagles be gathered together. That 
at this time, the wicked (hall ſee Abraham, Tſaac, and' 
Jacob, and all the Prophets in the Kingdome of God, 
That we ſhall be taken up in the Clonds,to meet the Lord 
in the Aire. And that then we ſhall be ever with the 
Lord: as alſo throughout the Book of the Kevelations:; 
eſpecially in the two laſt Chapters, where this time, and 
ſtate, is prophetically, and evincingly ſet forth, and de- 
clared; That the Angels, and Saints exerciſe, 1s, and 
ſhall be then laudatory, and ptecatory 3 a melodious fing- 
ing and continual praifing, adoring, admiring and wor- 
Pupping of God; I think none doubts; and I have al- 
ready ſufficiently proved. And as to the blefled matter, 
and ſ{ubjedt ,of. their diſcourſe, and communication, one 
with another; I humbly: conceive, it will chiefly reſpe&, 
and inſpect; as to time, (in imitation of our God) things! 
that are paſt, preſent, and things that are to come, ſo 
far as axe promiſed, and ſhall be revealed to them. And 
as'to the moſt excellent matter of their diſcourſe, I hum-! 


to -his-Creitntes ; for every Attribute is God in the ab- 
firaft, '48:his, Omnzpotency, wiſdome, holineſs, juſtice, 
love, mercy; truth, goadnels,. life, glory, eternity, and 
the teft; .:As:theyc have: been, ate, -and ſhall be declared, 
m<is warks of Greitipn, then 'fully underſtood, and re- 
vealed-to'us3' as to: the cauſes, and effects, nature, vertues, 
influences, and. .afes of all things, that God hath made, 
and that have a enag5a Heaven, or in Earth: to the 


and agreat help to interpret many Scriptures; as 


made thi:Earth; .angd, wherein they. have ſo greatly ſuf- 
tered, and heen:ipedecuted for his ſake, and e&@ whom, 
be;bath dedeewwed; and reſtored its ſhall with their Head 


-:- |h& Lord: Jetus,;inths new Heaven, and new Earth, be- 


fore 
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fore their ſecond, and ultimate Glory,in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, poſleſs, and enjoy, know, and underſtacd this his 


may {ing to his praiſe, and ſpeak thereof one to another, 
[to the exalting God's Name, and Glory, as being the 
Chief end, for which he Created it and them. 

The ſecond Chief Head of the Saints exerciſe of 
ſpeech, one with another, will be concerning the won- 
 derfull providences of God, eſpecially in reſpect of his 
Church, from the beginning of the World; a Hiſtory 
never to be blotted out, obliterated, or forgotten, by his 
Saints; but to be frequently remembred,and mentioned 
to the glory of his power, wiſdome, love, and faithful- 
neſs, and of the reſt of his Attributes. 

| | A third and principal ſubjed&, will be that which now, 
| and ever ſhall be, the wonder of Heaven, and Earth, the 
| admiration of Saints, and Angels, that Miracle of Divine 
L love, the Redemption of Man-kinde, by the Lord Jeſus, 
| 'God-Man in one Perſon: In which, above all other his 


works, the Lord hath been pleaſed to draw neer, and to 


lower Creation, 19 Its Primitive excellency ; That fo they 


r manifeſt himſelf in all his glorious Attributes, both to 
| Saints and Angels. This is that myltery 'of myſterzes, of : 
] which the Apoſtle witneſles, That without comtrover ſie, 
1 great is the myſtery of Godlineſs; God manifeſted in the | 
; Fleſh, juſtified in the 

, unto the Gentiles, believed on in the World, received 
L into Glory : This is that bredth and length, that dep 
, 


Spirit, ſeen of Angels, Preached' 


and height, the knowledge of the love of Chrift, which 
paſſeth knowledge, even the fulneſs .of God, and the 
, riches of his Glory. But I muſt returg where I left off, 
leſt I be ſwallowed up in, this Ocean of Divine love, 
which both now and then ſhall far tranſcend, not only 
the _ expreſſions, but the Conceptions of Saints and 


: 
$ Angels. . 
n 
e 


- The fourth Subjet, about which the Saints Tongues 
ſhall be exerciſed, reſpe&ts their ſeveral employments, 
| and adtivities, under their: glorious, Head, and, King, in 
, this tranſcendent Kingdom and Univerſal Empire,which 
d by 'way of alluſion, I may terme their Callings or degrees 


- of 'Oftice under him, and: in Relation to one another 3 


I Tim. 3» 6. 
Epheſ. 3. 18. 
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| Jude 9. 
| x Thef. 4. 16. 
| Revel. 5.11. 
' Philip, 1. 16. 
| Colof., 1. 16. 
| 1 Pet. 3. 22. 
| Ezek. 10.1, 
3 20, 
Lay. 6, 2,6. 


| Gen. 2. 15. 
I Cor. 15. 41. 


Revel. $. 10. 
| Luke 12. 32» 
| Luke 22. 29. 
Lyke 19. 19. 


Ifay. $4. 13. 


| As for their Offices, he who is truly the Fountain of ho- 


' | mentsin their Governments, none will ſuppoſe, can be 


For, if the Holy Scriptures hold forth, that in the higheſt 
Heavens, there is the moſt excellent Order, and Govern- 
ment evidenced, by the gradual denominations, and ti- 
tles, given unto thoſe Z#therial ſubjects: as Arch-Angels, 
and Angels, Principalities, and Powers, Thrones, and 
Dominions, Cherubins, and Seraphins ; All which have 
their ſeveral Offices, Imployments, and Governments, 
according to the appointment, and eſtabliſhment of our 
great and all-wiſe God, in thoſe vaſt Regions, and innu- 
merable ſtarrified Orbes; yea, if in Paradiſe, (had our 
bas Parents not fallen) as they, ſo alſo their Progeny, 
ſhould have dreſſed the Garden,and not have been 1dle; 
ſo alſo, it is more than probable, that as the Saints, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, ſhould have ( like the Stars) 
different degrees of Glory, ſo ſhall they have different 
aCtings, Offices, and Imployments ; for the performance 
of which, the Tongue, and ſpeech, above other parts, 
and Members of the Body; as being the Souls Image, 
and Interpreter,will have the greateſt ſhare, and honour, 


nour, our Lord, and Emperor, the Lord Jeſus, ſaith, that 
the Saints ſhall be all Kings ; yet with a difference, as 
to the"extent of their Governmentsz For ſome ſhall rule | 
over five, others over tenCities, in this Empire of Glory. 
Now their ſeveral and reſpeCtive- Functions, and atchiev- 


performed, without the uſe of the Tongue, :and ſpeech. 
If all things in the Church Militant, muſt be done with 
decency, and in order, much more admirable ſhall be the 
anparallel'd order of this Church Tryumphant 3 The re- 
gulation, direQory, and carrying on of which, I conceive 
(hall not be as now, by the uſe and help of any kind of 
Books, or Canons'; but by verbal Orders, and Ads flow- 
Ing continually from their Souls, now as full of Light, 
as Lifez That gracious promiſe, and prophefie, being 


then to be compleated, and fulfilled ; They ſhall. be all 
| Faught of God. Let none miſtake me, as. though I here 
; hold forth, that Saints ſhall have any Dominion, or Rule 
over their Brethrenz No, I mean, and intend no ſuch 


thing 5 For all here are Kings, and free, and ſhall be 
| ſubject 
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hawkes, and all kinde of ravenous Fowles, brought, and 


made Tame,and obedient to their- 3 as the Lyon, 
Bear, Ty, oe z- eſpecially the Elex and Rhino- | 
|ceroſes, fo much uſed, and im in Warres, and for 
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ſubje& to none, but God, and Chriſt, their Head. But | 
this I conceive, that this Church Tryumphant, being that 


glorious, and myſtical Body, whereof only Chriſt is the | 


Head, it is ( as the Apoſtle elegantly) concerning the 
Charch Militant, like the natural Body, compounded, 
and made up of many Members ; every one of which 
hath a different degree of honour, grace, and glory, and 
are defign'd for {everal uſes, and actions 3 Which without 
any ſervitude, or diſreſpe@,” from each other of their | 
Members, they do, and chearfully execute, in order to 
the good, benefit, and happineſs of the whole; accord- | 
ing as they are continually influenced, and direted, by 
their Head, the Lord Jeſus, who js the only Potentate; 
The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. | 

[ comFnow to the third, and laſt particular, the gu» 
bernative, and mandatory acting of the'\ Tongue, and 
voice, of glorifed Saints upon the new Earth, as in re- 
ſpect of all animate, and inferiour Creatures; as Fowles 
of the Aire, Beaſts of the Earth, and creeping things. 
ſome of all which kindes, as being'intelligible, although 
not rationablez are now ſubjected to,” and obedient to 
the voice of Man,even to the command of wicked Men : 
As firſt, for inſtance, are not Faulcons, Lanners, Goſs- 


taught to obey the Rulers call, and voice of the Fautk- 
ner? And as for other Fowles, how wonderfull is the fub- 
jection, and obſervance of the Cortnorants, and the coy | 
Ducks, as to the Inſtructions, and:defignes of their Ma- 
ſters. And as for harmleſs, leſ{er;and finging Birdsz how 
ſpeedy and: truſty ighers of [Letters are the Pj 

ons, called Carriors in the Eaſtern C ,to che dew. 
chants? How do Parrots,and' other Birds fpeak and ſing, 
as they are. taught, and when they are commanded fo to 

T61y-115- © 


do by their Teachers ? 99 9M? 
evouring Beaſts 


—_ 


Next, how are all ſorts of wild:and d 


ſervice by the Eaſtern'Nations? As alſo thoſe leſs wild, 
the Horſe, Mule, Als, the Camels, Dromedary; and Dogs 
Nan 
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of all ſorts; Baboons, Apes, & Monkies: of which laſt,a cre. 
dible Writer reports, that he knew a Monky to have fo. 
well learnt, and obeyed the rules of his Tutor, that he! 
would not only play a Game at Cheſs, but often give a 
Check-Mate to a good Gameſter. 

As to creeping things; although Naturaliſts report, ma- 
ny ſtrange things concerning their love, and ſubjection 
to Man; and dayly experience ſhews-us, with what awe 
and fear they are polſeſt, when they but hear a hy- 
mane voice: yet for brevity ſake, I will only obſerve, 
what is written concerning the Adder, that it hath ſuch! 
a dreadfull apprehenfion of the force, and power of In-| 
cantation; that to avoid the Inchanters voice, (he will 
ſtop one of her Eares with the end of her T aile, and the 
other by laying it cloſe to the Earth, which as to the 
ations, although not to the preciſe manner of doing, the 
Holy Scriptures witneſs, That the Adder ftoppeth her Ear 
from hearing the voice of the Charmer, charm he never. 
ſo wiſely. 'F 

If then there remains, and appears fuch manifeſt figns, 
and teſtimonies of Mans dominion, and of the inferiour 
Creatures. obedience, rand ſubjeftion-to him, even after 
the Fall, Gods curſe,, the Creatures rebellion, and the: 
vacating of Mans commiſſion : How perfettly intire, and 
abſolute, ſhall this Dominion be, and the Creatures ſub- 
jetion and obedience, when the glorifhed Saints in the 
right of Chriſt, the Lord, and Heir of all things, their 
Head, ſhall be as co-heers with him, reltored to this their 
Primitive right,and 4. =] which promiſe and a& 
of Chriſt, -could not'be fulfilled; .or performed to us, in 
this particular,(although:no ſmall privilege of the Saints) 
unleſs before their ſecondzand laſt degree of Glory, They 
raign with bine xpon the renewed. Earth,a thouſand years; 
according to the Scripture; which Earth,(it is more than 
probable) ſhall 'be furfiſhed as before, with ſeveral kinds 
of Creatures; to the'end, that they may be in ſubjefion 
to, and under the dominion of the; Saints, who ſhall be 
all Kings: now a King, and ſubjetts, are relatives, ſo that| 
[no ſubjets, no King. If it be/a truth, that they ſhall 
pil raign over oneJnother, it. is as clear a truth, on 
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ſhall razgn over all terrene animals, and inferiour-Crea- 
tures. 

But it may be objected, how ſhall the Creature, ac- 
cording to that aſſertion of the Apoſtle, Ze delivered from 
| Bondage, they now are under, and enjoy the liberty of 
[the Sons of God, if they be under this ſubjeCtion ? 
| T anſwer; as it is no diminution of our liberty,that we 
ſhall then be in ſubjection to God, in Chriſt, becauſe 
| his Service 1s our perfect treedome3 ſo it ſhall be no im- 
\peachment, or contradiction, to the liberty in that Scrip- 
'ture intended, to be reftored to the Creatures; For no 


'other liberty, it 1s clear, is there meant to be given then, | 
but what they had before; their unwilling ſubjettion to 
| bondage, by reaſon of Gods curſe, for Mans fin, and it, | 


| being one of the principal ends of their Creation, to de- 
light, ſerve, and obey Man,Gods Vice-gerent upon Earth, 
their ſervice therein, according to the Primitive Ordi- 


[nance of God, *(as may be obſerved alſo, in the unwea- 


[ried motions of the Sun, and Planets ) ſhall be their joy, 


honour, and freedome, not their bondage : This govern- 
ment having no need,or occaſion,to make any ſuch harſh, 
laborious, oppreflive, of [lantering uſe of any Creature, 
as now: all the Saints vocal commands, being then, by 
the wonderfull wiſdome, and providence of God, ſo or- 


the Creatures, and that by a certain kinde of inſtin&, as 
that their:ſubjection, and obedience, ſhall be as natural, 
pleaſing, and acceptable-to. them, as it is to the Fire and 
Air,to aſcend; they being as, ambitions and. ready to 0- 
bey, as the Saints to rule,' govern, ;and.command them; 
fince all their Orders, and; yerbal Injundtions, ſhall tend 
to the great-glory of God; outs and'their Creator,; and 
of Chrilt our Redeemer-.. to, {& ef 

{ As to the particular adtings, and (ubje&t matter of the 
Saints verbal. Statutes, -and Injunctions in this their Do- 
|minion and Government of the-Creatares, I ſhall not fur- 
ther iolarge, (as conducing nothing-to the ſubject 1am 
now upon ) although the-;Holy Prophets, in myfterious 
Figures, and expreſſions, hold forth ſome-light/and-dil- 
covery thercof. Only I defre it may. be. obſerved,/That 
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before Mans Fall, the ſeveral genuiles, or kindes, of all 
rerrene Creatures, were in poſleſſion of, and enjoyed Pa- 
radiſe with Adam : elſe, how could they be brought b 

the Lord to Adam, to fee what he would call them 

And whatſoever Adam called every living Creature, that 
was the name thereof. From which I note, the great uſe 
of the Tongue, and ſpeech of Man in that blefſed Gar- 
den ;- the certain and cleer Figure of our reſtored and 
Paradifical Earth? as alſo that the. Creatures were not 
brought by God to Adam only, and barely, to receive 
their Names; but that 449m ſhould particularly,and un- 
| derſtandingly view them 3; that ſo he might take ſeriouſl 


of their formes,and ſhapes 3 and Phyloſophically infpec, 
( as being the wiſeſt of all Earthly Beeings ) their re- 
ſpetive qualities,and natures that ſo he might not only: 
give them ſignificant, and proper names, ( a Prerogative 
and Charafter, declaring him Lord and King over them) 


are to be reſtored ) he might from the dayly contempla- 
tion of them, praiſe, admire, and adore ; as the Saints 
alſo ſhall do, the great and oaly moſt high God, who 
hath made them, and us,  and- all things for his own 
Glory. 


4 few particulars, it is made clear and evident how ex- 
cellent a Member the wh ard}; and alfo 'how great 
and manifold, the uſe and exerciſe thereof, will be 'in 


this Treatiſe, with a few Meditations. 
O my Soul, ſhall thy Tongue, voice, and fpeech, have 
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ſucutor to God, Saints, Angels,and Creatures? ſhall it be 


ftrument of the worſhip, and high pra 
ever? ſhall it be a yocal Trumpet, in the raviſhing, and| 


notice of the variety of their kindes, the wonderfulneſs| 


From this my weak,and ſhort inquiry,and induction,of | 


this our glorified condition. I ſhall now therefore, ac-|. 
cording to my former Method, conclude this ſubje&t,and 


ſuch an excellent, and glorious employment, 1n the ſtate} 
thy Repreſentee Embaſſadour, and Pro-| 


the moſt loud, (ſweet, and fall ing Organ,, and In-| 
iſes of the Trinity | 
| in Unity, Father, Son, and/Holy Ghoſt, God bleſſed for| | . 


moſt melodious Chore of Millions of Millions of jor 
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| ditation of theſe things, their tranſlation,and thy 


moſt glorious and tryumphant Aſlention, O let me fon 
and rejoyce, in the words'of thy Prophet David, forete]- 
ling both. A Aſcentionsz God is gone up with a yy 
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| 5 Divine Mediations on Famh. 


| Word' of Truth (hall come to paſs here, and be injoyed 
' by me, and all Gods EleGQ,in the life to come; and (hall 
be there a bleſſed Subject, of our praiſes to all Eternity. 
'In which Song of 12. parts, or ; ory Laddar of 12, 
Staves, whoſe toot ſtands upon Earth, and top reaches 
to Heaven, we may by faith aſcend, beginning here up- 
on Earth. in this preſent Year ofi'our Lord 1666. by 
twelve ſucceſſive Steps, wonderfull, and moſt fignal peri- 
, ods, (noted afore in the Margint) to the laſt, and higheſt 
aſcent, the Glorification of the Saints in the Heavens. 
| Being now come to Hercules Pillars, the Ne-plus ultra, 
of Faith 3 beyond which, all ſacred Scripture ( the light 
of Faith) is filent: I can proceed, nor walk any further, 
in theſe Contemplations, leſt walking without a Light, 
:I fall into the Darkneſs of Error: It being alike finfull 


curioſity, and preſumption, to inquire what God will 
do after this ſilence, When time ſhall be no longer; as. 
to ask what he did before time was, and before this 
World was Created, Wherefqgre I (ha]l here conclude 
'theſe my imperte& Meditationsz and with all humility, 


thee, O glorious Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Tri- 
[nity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, one God bleſled 
| for ever, for thy moſt gracious affiſtance, by the light 
of thy Word, and Spirit, 'in this great Work, a ſubject 
'too weighty for Angels, how much more for me, a fim- 
'ple, ſintull, and weak Worm. Lord, I acknowledge 
|that whatſoever is good, right, and true, in this Trea- | 
[tiſe, is of, and from thee, who art Goodneſs, Light, and. 
Truth, and to thee alone belongs the praiſe; and that; 


| bly rakes ſhame therefore, and Petitions for thy free 
'pardon, in my Lord Chriſt Jeſus; beleeching thee, 
[that in the aſſurance of thy love, and mercy in him, 
\and in the faith, light, and aſſurance of thy glorious 
|Truths, herein declared out of thy Word, I may with 
| Holy Job, all the Days of my appointed time, wait until 
\my Change come. And with zealous Panl, deſire to depart 
\and to be with Chriſt, that ſo my faith and hope may | 


;and reverence, return all. Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, to | 


249 


Reyel. 10.6, 


Pal. 26.8. 
John 14. 6. 


Sit be 


— 


whatſoever therein is Hay or Stuble, is mine, who hum-' , cox. 3. 12.| 


21, 


|riods to be fulfille 
\ nifeſted in the Tear 1666. and concluding with the end 


Divine Meditations on Faith. | 


be ſwallowed up in the poſſeſſion of theez and Vifion, 
may be changed into fruition. Thy Spirit, and thy Bride 

come: And let bim that heareth, ſay come; Thou 0 
Lord that teſtifieth theſe things, ſayeſt, Surely I come 
quickly; Amen. Even ſo come Lord Jeſu. 


The Grace of our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt be with u4 all. 
Amen. 


$0ol: Deo Gloria. 
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Az Advertiſement by the Author to the Reader. 


Or the more cleer, and fuller proof of the Twelve 
great things, mentioned in the Conclufion of this 
Work, I refer the Reader to my Treatiſe almoſt ready 
to be publiſhed ; Entitled A» humble Expoſition of moſt 
of the gt” As pag concerning Twelve great Pe- 
to the Church ; beginning th be ma- 


of our Lords. Mediatory Kingdome, and the T ran/lation| 
of the Saints, to the higheſt Heavens. 
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14 cantion againſt blotting Aſſurance 185 


Of the Things contained in the 
TREATISE 
Irtitulated, 


MEDITATIONS ON FAITH. 


kk. 


GL Page, 


He Afﬀections, loſe their appetite, if yedo but change 
the objeF, viz. Spiritual for T _— i 
Chriſts Agony as deſcribed, ſhould mmch aQt upon 
our ſpirits 2 


All Arts and Sciences are in the Scripture, as Metaphyſick, 


Chriſts anſwer to the ſoul, complaining of htr Afﬀetions 81 


[The Antiquity of the Scriptures + _ 102| 
of the AﬀeGtions glorified IST. 
of bely Anger glofiried I60 

Soliloquium npon it 61} 
n Ejac#lation upos it 161 


B. « 


'Hrhe Body of main like the pool of Betheſda, with itr fob s 


ALPHABETICAL TABLE, 


7 
The uſe and abuſe of the AﬀeGtions 45,46-| 
Phyloſophie,Aſtronomy, Chronologie, Rhetorick,&c. 7 1 | 


Porches 
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The curſe and juag ment 7 e ay 52 
The Souls complaint againſt the Eouy, with Chriſts an-, 
ſwer 88, 89. &c.! 
of the Body glorified 164} 
Of the ſpirimuality, and ſwifineſs of our Bodies, at the} 
Reſurredion 16g. 
A ſoliloquinma and ejaculation on thoſe two qualities of 
the Body I 70 
The eforious ſhining of the Body, at the ReſurrcGton I 71 
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Item, an 'T] aculation upon 7t I74 
Of the Immortality of the Body glorified 175 
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The Certain condition of man, is to Le uncertain 8 
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Of Ehrilts Death and Burial 33, 34] 
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A Contem lation o# fear 51 
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nes anſwer to the poor ſoul, complaining of his Con- 
IENCE 
The ſouls general Complaint aſi wered by Chtift. © 85, 3; 
'T he ſouls Complaint againſt ber Sexſes, Tongue and Mem: 
bers of her body 3 and Chriſts anſwer to it 88, 89 
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4 Dialogue between Chriſt, and the poor complaining ſoul 
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THE 


EPISTLE 


TO HIS 


'Entirely beloved Wife, and Twelve dear Chil- 
dren, and to their Childrens Children, until 


| the {econd coming of our Lord and Saviour 
| 


Jeſus Chriſt, 


oft affedionately indeared IWiſe, and Children, one 
with me by Nature, and by Grace 5 who therefore 
S may challenge and lay claim to my eſpecial care, | 
love, and reſpeds, beſides the diſcharge of my duty 
to God, who hath placed you under my. circum-| 
IS [pedtion, and government, and command: my. con- 
| tant, utmoſt, and unwearied endeavours, in order to your Eter- 
nal Salvation. What my continued pains, and frequent watch- 
[ing over you, have been, whilſl I was preſent with you, part 
ſelves, and the reſt of my Family will witneſ5, as to Weekly Ca- 
techizing, Morning and Evening expounding the Holy Scriptnres, | | 
and praying with you,beſides my conſtant Repetition of Sermons, | 
| preparation, and particular examination of you, on the Lord's 
| Day, and Monthly Sacraments; and often remembrance of you, | 
8s to your Daily exerciſe'of private Prayers, reading of the Scri-' 
ptures, and the Works of God's faithful Miniſters, O let not 
my above 1wenty Tears laboars be in vain, to any one of you; 
nay, which is far- worſe. be a great aggrewation, both of your 
fin, and puniſhment, ſhould ye offend, and rebel againſt ſo much. 
light, and means, and neglet ſo goa? ſalvation. But moſt dear. | 
ly beloved; 1 believe, and hope, better things of you, and things. 
| that accompany Salvation, although I thus ſpeak, And there-| 
fore during my above Seven Tears Exile, and ſeparation. from | 
you, I have not ceaſed, to put you in remembrance of your duty 
to God, and to Stir you up by Letters, to' the continuance in | 
{well doing, ſince you ſhall reap" Glory, and Eternal Life, if you - FIR 
faint not, but perſevere and continue therejzs conſtant to the end: _= 
(Witneſs, that large Epiſtle, ſent unto you, dated from Antwerp, L..-3 
January the firft, 16653- Wherein from the Mouth of our moſt FM» 
bleſſed Saviour, ( as being in a manner all his words) you are 1 4-28 
Www exhorted | £2 "4 
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- — _ 
exhorted to, and inſiruited in, what things you are to belicue, 
and to prattiſe; what you are to imbraces and what to oſchew, as 
to grace and wvertue, and as to vice and error: which I earneſily 
| deſire you, yea charge you, as 4 Husband, and a Father, to read | 
| often over, or at leaſt once a Quarter. Which were it not all; 
Scripture, and through the grace and mercy of God mhimmed, 
| and digeſted for your edificationz IT ſhould not by this recom- 
\ mendation have preſumed to put ſo high a valme upon it. Since 
which time, having by God's gracious aſſiſtance, ſinifhed this 
' Treatiſe of Faith, ( being deſtitute of Worldly gifts to beſtow up- 


Fr you) That in diſcharge of wy duty to God, and to you, 1 


may ill continue and expreſs my conjugal, and paternal af- 
feTion, reſpeTFively to the Souls of you all. I have direFed and 
| dedicated it to you, and yours; deſiring, and requiring your fre- 
| quent, and ſerious peruſal of it, as being for the ſubjet matter, 
| the moſt ſublime, and holding forth the glorious knowledge of the 
| only Infinite, and moſt high Gods, and the wonderful and high 
| My ſterics of Man's Salvation, as they are manifeſted in the face of 
\ the Lord Jeſws Chriſt who is here lively repreſented, both to the\ 
eye, and to theexerciſc of your faith, begining with the promiſe to| 
Adam, and Man's fall and miſery, and proceeding to his Incarna- 
' tion, Life, Death, and Paſſton, ReſurreFion, and Aſenſion, and the 
' exerciſe of bis Three-fold Office, as Prieſt, and Prophet, and King, 
| with all benefits from them, with his Kingdom, conſidered in its 
; ſeveral degrees, and adminiſtrations, firſt as it was legal, and ſpirt- 
| tnal,under the Law; Secondly, purely ſpiritual under the Goſpel; 
\ Thirdly,as it ſhall be viForioms over Sathan,and Worldly enemies,in 
' this latter Age of the World; Fourthly,peaceable,holy and righteous 
| during theSabbatiſms,the SaintsReign a thouſand years upon Earth;\ © 
| Fifthly, gloriows,after the ReſurreGion of the Ele&,and their Reienl 
| with Chriſt perſonally, a Thouſand Tears #pon the renewed Earth |. 
| Sixthly, adicial, begining at Chriſt's ſecond coming, under which 
; the Saints are rewarded, and all the wicked raiſed, jud ged, condem- if 
ned, and caſt into the Local Hell, together with the evil Angels, Se-| _ 
venthly,Eternally glorious, when Chriſt's Mediatory Kingdom bein 16 
expired, & delivered up to the Father,that God may be all in all,thel 
Saints ſhall be tranſlated into the cr Heavens >, that they may} * 


there Reign, & livewith God and Chrift,the Head of the Saints, 


Angels, for ever, and for ever. As the ſubje@ matter hath a prehe-| 
minence, 4s beivg a diſcourſe of things moſt excellent above others,| 
the knowledge, beliefe, and ſaving application thereof to your ſouls] | 
is of allexerciſes the moſt excellent, profitable,and delightful, ſince] | 
£ | withont faith, and the true knowledge of God in Chriſt, there 3s no| 

light. joy, peace, reſt, happineſs to your Sonls here, wor in the life to|* 


come 


— — - _ 


firſt and ſeeond concoGion hath in the SFomack as to a good and 
perfeT digeſtion, and turning the Aſcat into a fit Chile to be ſan- 
quified and made good blood and ſpirits; beſides an after chew- 
ing of the Cud, by remeditation and pradice in a Goſpel and ſpi- | 
ritual ſignification, will much difference and diſtinguiſh you that 
are clean Chriſtians, from thoſe that are unclean: who for want 
of the heat of Divine aff eFions, devour but not digeſt holy things.To 
enclude, 1 deſire my great ſuffering condition, abounding with 
ſorrows, hopes, and fears, and all kinds of Tentations,diſcomforts 
ind diſtrations, my above Twenty removes to ſeveral Reſiden- 
cies, and more than ſeven years Exile, and ſeparation from my 
Books, deareſt Friends, aud Relations, my ignorance, infirmities, 
ad ſinfulneſs,as being the greateſt of ſinners, the leaſt of Saints, 
way excuſe, and apologize for me to any of my Brethren of the 
Churches of Chriſt, that ſhall with you read theſe Contemplations 
« to any' defer, or errors therein, af being one of the loweſt 
Forms in the School of Chriſt, and therefore ready in aft humility 
to ſubmit any thing herein contained to the Judgment of the 8 aints 
that are learned or judiciow, and to give, or receive light, or 
ſatis faion to, or from any that differ from me in Opinion. Which 
I cannot but exped, becauſe of the diverſity, and rarity of a great 
part of this ſubjeF, which may be a reaſon, that plowing with no 
man's Heifer, in ſome things I may walk alone, yet left not in the 
dark and without ( as ſeems to me) gclear light of holy Scripture; | 
boping that this Eſſay of mine, as to thoſe great future myſteries, | 
and periods of the Churches Fate, may give ſome new light,through 

the free condeſcention of 'God's ſpirit, to me his poor Exile in Pat- 

mos, as to the underſtauding of many Scripture Propheſies (in my | 

| "= Www 2 Judgment 
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An Exbortatory Epritle. 


Tudgement, mach miſthen by former .Fxpoſutors, both ancient and 
modern ;, and that though my weak light be but as a ruſh Candle, 
'yet it may be an occaſion of the 'inflaming and lighting up of great 
and ſhining Tapers,both in this generation and in the Age to comp 
Moſt loving, gracions and faithful-Conſort, and hopeful Chil. 
dren,whom I greatly long after in the bowels of J-ſus Chriſt, aug 
for whom.in the words of the Apoſtle Paul, IT frequently pray, that 
your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge, and in all 
Judgement, that ye may approve things that are excellent, that ”" 
| nay be ſincere, and without offence, until the day of Chriſt, Be. 
ing filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſw 
Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God. Phil. 1.8, 9, 10, 17x. 
For this tauſe I bow my Knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, of whom the whole Family in Heaven and Farth is 
named; That he would grant you according to the riches of bis 
glory, to be Strengthened with might by his ſpirit, in the inng 
Man, that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts, by faith, that ye be 
ing rooted, and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with 
all Saints. what is the breadth. and length, and depth,and heigth; 
and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, that yt 
might be filled with all the fulneſs of God : Ephel. 3. 14, 15,16 
17, 18,19. Having the Eyes of your underſtanding enlightened, 
that ye may know what is the hope of his Calling, and what th 
Riches of the glory of his Inheritance in the Saints; and what y 
the exceeding greatrieſs of his power to wards, who believe ar 
cording to the working of his mighty Power : Ephel, 1. 18, 19, 
That you all with open Face boholding, as in a Glaſ\, the glory 
the Lord, may be changed into the ſame Image, from glory ll 
glory, ever as by the ſpirit of .the Lord : 2Cor. 3.18. Finally 
my dear Brethren, Sifters, and Fellow-members in Chriſt, ( for all 
other Relation, and Denomination: Jhall ſhortly be laid aſide.) 
Farewell, be perfe@, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in| 
peace; And the God of peace and love fhall be with you. 2 Can, 
I3, 11. Amen. 


Yours in all ſincere and tender affeQion, as doubly , | 
| Obliged by Nature and by Grace. 


| P W. IW. - 1 
[2 Thus 29th. of June, 1666. "IBN — 


The Salutation 
and Exhortation of 
the Father to bzs 
Wife and Children. 


The Praiſe and 
Commendation of 
the Lord TJeſw 
Chriſt, under the 
Name and Title of 
Wiſdowme, as being 
the Wiſdome of 
God. 


| 


3 Joh. 1. 


2 Cor. 6.14. 


1 Pet, 1: 14+ 


3 Joh. 1 


| ELECT LADT;, 


My true Yoke- fellow, and Deavly 


EPIS TL 


TO THE 


a 


And her Children ; 


AS. A. 4 
— — 


beloved Children, Whom T lowe 
in the I ruth, 


[preſerve you; Love her,and ſhe ſhall keep you 3 


bring you 
ſhe ſhall 


\ 


ISS Eatxc the Tnſtruftion of a 
WITS Father,” 'and attend 
know underftinding; for- 

cet 1t not,neither decline 
from. the words of iny 
Mouth. | 
Firſt ſeek the King-l 
SSI ARR '- dome of God, and his 
SS CASSeoY righteouſneſs; and allf 
theſe things ſhall be added unto you. 
Wiſdome 1s the pinches thing, the one 
thing needful; and with all your gettings, ger 
underſtanding : forſake h not, ,and ſhe (hall 


m TA 
One © 


Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall promote you; ſhe (hall 
to honour when you do embrace her; 
give to your Head an Ornament off 
gracez a Crown of Glory ſha!l ſhe deliver un-$*2 
to you3, and the. Years of your Life ſhall bef 


4 
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An Epiſtle to the Eleft Lady, and her Children. 


TOE—E— ————— _— — - 


The danger of 
negleGing to hear 
and obey the voice 
and Counſel of 
Chriſt. 


An Exhortation 
of the Father to 
his Wife and Chil- 
dren, to hearken to 
the word and conn. 


ſel of Chriſt, 


12; 


$I 
* 


Heb. 2, 


ÞJ 
— 
- 


Jer. 10. 1, 
Heb. 1. 1, 
Rev. 22, 6. 


2 Tim. 3. 16. 


Rev, 19, 13. 


2 Tim, 3. 17. 


Prov. 8. 14, 


I7» 


many: When you go, your lteps (hall not tbe 
' ſtraitned; and when you run, you {hall 19t 
ſtumble. Take faſt hold of Inſtructions let her 
'not go, keep her, for ſhe 1s your lite. Believe 


- | on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who is the power of 


God, and the wiſdome of God. Go9, who 
at ſundry times, and in divers manners lpake 
[in times paſt to the Fathers by the Prophets, 


hath in theſe laſt Days Cabs unto us by his! 


Son, who he hath appointed Heir of all things; 
by whom alſo he made the Worlds. There. 
\fore ye Ought to give the more carneſt heed 
[to the things that ye have heard, leſt at any 
time ye ſhould ler them lip. For if the word 
ſpoken by Angels was ſtedfaſt,and every tranſ- 
greſſion, and Uilobedience received a juſt re- 
compence of reward 3 How (hal} you eſcape, 
if you negle& ſo preat ſalvation? It he that 
deſpiſed Moſes Law, dyed without mercy un- 
| {der two or three witneties; Sce that ye refule 
_ [not him that ſpeaketh; for if they eſcaped 
not, who refuſed him that ſpake on Earth; 
much more ſhall not ye eicape, it ye turn away 
from him that ſpeaketh from Heaven. 

Hear ye therefore the word which the 
Lord Jeſus ſpeaketh unto you 3 (who ſpake by 
'the Prophets) and is the Lord God of the 
Holy Prophets 3 ſince all Scripture is given by 
Inſpiration of God; even from him who is the 


Eternal "Word of God : 3 and is profitable for 


Dodrine, for reproof, for correction, for iaſtru- 
Ction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God 


good works. 

Counſel is mine, and ſound wiſdome; I am 
underſtanding, I have ſtrength: T love them 
that love me; and thoſe that ſeck me early, 
ſhall finde me. 


may be perfe&, throughly furniſhed, unto all 


|Perſon, to thoſe to 


other Chriſtians. 


| rejefting Chriſs. 


AS criptare-C atechiſme. 


Here begins the 
Speech of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, as 
ſpeaking in bis own 


whom this Epiſile 
*r direded : and 
is applicable to all 


| 


| 


The danger of 


The Confeſſion of 


Faith, commonly 
called the Apoſtles 
Creed, held forth 
by Chriſt in Scrip- 
ture Expreſſions. 

I. The Dodrine 
of the Trinity. 


2, Article, that 
Jeſws Chriſt is the 


eter- 


oO —__ 


35» 
35, 


| Prov. 1. 25. 


25 
27 


Joh. 14.1. 
Joh. 10, 3% 


1 Joh. $.7. 


1 Cor. 8. 5, 
& 6, verſe. 


Mark 12. 29. 


Gen, 1. 1, 

1 Joh. 4. 14 
Eph. 4. 4. 

I pet, I. 2. 
Joh. 14.6. 


Rev, 19.12. 
1 Joh. 1. 4. 


——— — - _ 


A 

SCRIPT URE-CAT ECHIS ME. 
[ am the only begotten Son of the Father ; 

the brightneſs of his glory.cthe expreſs Image 
of his Perſon,upholding all things by the Word 
of my Power, I was by him as one broughtu 
with him; and I was daily his delight; re- 
joycing always before him 3 rejoycing in the 
habitable parts of his Earth, and my delights 
were with the Sons of Men. Blefled is the 
Man that heareth me, waiting daily at my! 
Gates, walting at the Poſts of my Doors: For 
who ſo ftiadeth me, findeth life, and ſhall ob- 
tain favour of the Lord, But he that finneth 
againſt me, finneth againſt his own Saut ; all 
that hate me, love death. But (if) ye fer at 
naught my counſel, 1 alſo will laugh at your 
Calamity, will mock when your fear om 
when your fear comes as Delolations, and your 
deſtruction comes as a whirt-wind, Then ſhall} 
ye call upon me, but | will not anſwer; for 
that you hated knowledpe, and did not chooſe 
the fear of the Lord; Therefore ſhall jon 
of the fruit of your own way, and be filled 
with your own devices : But who ſo hearkneth 
to me, ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet} 
from fear of evil. * pal 

Believe in God, believe alſo in me; I and 
the Father am one; There are three that bear| 
record 1n Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy-Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, For 
though there be many that are called Gods, 
whether in. Heaven, or in Earth; Fhe Lord 
your God 1s one Lord, and to:you there 1s but 
one God, the Father, of whom are all things; 
who Created the Heaven, and the Earth. And 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt,the Saviour of the World, 
by whom are all things; and you by him. And} *% 
one Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, by whom you are? 2 
ſanctified. bo x 


the Truth, and the Life's  * 


I am'the Way, 
&: Xxx 2 the 


a 
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A Scripture-Catechiſme. 


eternal Son of God, | 


and our Lord. 
2. Article, 5 to 
the Incarnation of 
the Lord Jeſws 
Chrift, who was 
conceived b y 
Holy Ghoſt, and 
bor of the Virgin. 
Bar y. 
4. Article, con- 


cerning Chriſt's 
Condemnation by 


other ſufferings in 
Soul and Body. 


the 


Pontius Pilate, hjs Luke 23. 
Crucifixion, Deaih, mat, 27, 2 
and Burial, and all ,,.. 


| Phil. 3. 
I Cor.15. 


| 5s. Article, as to 
Chriſi's Reſurre- 
Fion. 

6. Article, Of 


| Chriſt. Aſcention, 
| 


| 


Ro 1.3, 
Heb. 2. 15 


mat» 3. 17. 
Joh, 1. 1.. 
Joh. 6. 29, 


mar. 2F. 2« 


»ÞJ 


4. 
5, 


. 13. 


Il'2, 


O09 


Rom. 4. 
Z2C. 12, 


Laill. 1. 


Mat. 265 38, 


; Luke 22, 43. 
Mat, 279. 46. 


Ifa. 53.10. 


2 Cor. S 21, 


Iſa. 53.6. 


' Pal. 16. I ©, 


Joh. 1. 12. 


| Luthe 24+ 34. 


Joh. 20: 17, 
Pſal- 68. 18, 
Col, 2. 15. 


Mark 16.19. 


A » Is 9. 


mat. 28. 18. 


-| buried, and roſe again the third Day, ac- 


| 
| 
7 


|the Word of God; that in the beginning was] 


with God 3 and was God, the lite and light] 
of Men; while ye have light, believe in the} 
light; in me the Eternal Word,that was made! 
fleſh, and dwelt amongſt you; was conceived} 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and made of a Woman,! 
born of the Virgin Aary, of the Seed of Abra-| 
ham, and of the Sced of David. | 
The beloved, and only begotten Son of the; 
Father, full of grace and truth. This is the! 
work of God, that ye believe cr me, whom 
he hath ſent; that was delivered to Pontiz 
Pilate, the Governor of Jadea, who gave Sen- 
tence, ſcourged me, and delivered me to be} 
Crucified 5 who, that I might ſanctifie yau 
with my own Blood, Suftered without the 
Gate; being obedient unto Death, even the 
Death of the Croſs; dyed for your fins, was 


] 
| 
| 


cording to the Scriptures, for your Juſti- 
fication. O look upon me whom you have 
pierced ,. and ſee it there be any ſorrow 
like unto my ſorrow, wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me in the Day of his fierce anger; 
whoſe Soul being in an Agony 1n the Garden, 
was exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death, fo 
that my ſweat was as it were preat drops of 
blood; And I cryed out upon the Croſs, my] 
God, my God, why haſt thou torſaken me: 
my Soul being then made an offering for id 


OT EI. 


—__——_— 


yea fin for you; and upon me the Lord Jai 
the iniquities of you all. | 
Yet did he not leave my Soul in Hell, nor} 
ſuffer his holy one to {ee corruption. 
| To as many of you as receive me, and be 
lieve on my name, will give power to become 
the Sons of God. For I the Lord am nfen w- 
deed 3 And am aſcended unto my Father, and 
to your Father,and to my God and your God, 
and have led Captivity Captive, ſpoyled Prin- 
cipalities / and Powers, and made a ſhew off 
them openly, tryumphing over themz am re} 
ceived into Heaven; and fit at the right h 


TS 


0 


of God, (having all power giver me jn-Hea- 
"7 ven, 


——— 4 


| 
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AS cripture-C atechiſme. 


263 | 


| 7. Article, of 
Chriit's coming to 
Judgment. 

8. Article, Con- 
cerning the Holy 
Ghoſt, is proved in 
the 1ſt. Article, 
concerting the Tri- 
ny. 

9. Article, Con- 
cerning the Catho- 
lick Church and 
Communion of 
Carnts. 


| TO, Article, Con- 

[cerning forgiveneſs 
of ſis. 

| 


| Its Article, Con- 
oerning the Reſur- 
reFjon of the body. 


| 


Heb. 7. 25, 


Rev. 1. 7. 
AR. 1. 11. 
Heb. 9. 28. 


AR. 10. 42, 
Joh. 5. 224 
Eph. 1. 22, 


23s 


I Tin, 3. 15+ | - 
: Gor, 12, 12, Your Body 1s one, and hath many Members, 


I3, 


17. 


I Cor. 12. 85. 


Eph. 46 16. 


AQ. 13. 38, 


39 


AR. 9. 31. 


Eph. 1.9. 


Col. 1, 14. 


Joh. 11, 25, 


26. 


Joh. $+.28, 


| blood; actording to the righes.of:his-grace... 


{they that have done*good, unto .the Refur-| 
_ [reftion'of Life, and they that have. done evil, 
unto theReſurretion of Damnation, - + 


— 


[ven, and in Earth) where 7 evet live to make 
interceſſion for you; until 7 come in the 
Clouds, inthe ſame manner as 7 wis taken up 
{from you into Heaven, the ſecond rime with- 
out fin unto ſalvation; as being ordained of 
God to be the Judge of the quick and dead. 
For my Father judgeth no Man,burt hath com-{ 
mitted all judgment unto the Son. 7 am the 
head over all things, to the Church, which is 
my Body {the fulneſs of him that filleth all 
in all.) The Houſe and Church of the living 
| God; The Pillar and -ground of the truth. As 


'and all the Members of that-one Body being 
| many, are one Body, ſo allo is Chriſt. There- 


x Cir. 10, 15, fore by one ſpirit be ye baptized into one bo-| 


'dy, and be made to drink into one ſpirit; the 
Cup of blefiing which. you blefs, is it not the 
, Communion of my blood ? And the Bread 
which you break, 1s it not. the Communion 
of my Body? For you being many are one 
Bread; and one Body; Wherefore let there be| 
[no ſchiſme in the Body, but let each of you as 
| Members, have the ſame care one for another, | 
|to the increaſe of the body, unto the edifying 
it ſelf in love. | Ct UILYL x v3. 
Be it known unto you, [that through me is 
preached unto you the forgiveneſs of (ins 3 andf 
by me you that belieye, and are juſtified from} 
all things, from which ye could not be juſtified 
by the Law of Moſes. For Gad hath exalted 
| me with his' right hand to be-a-Prince and'a 
Saviour, for- to give repentance.unto-7ſreel, and 
forgivene(s-of tins, and redemption through my 


7 am the 'ReſurreQion and the-Late,he that 
believeth-in. me, though he were dead, py | 
ſhall he live: And who ſo eyersliveth. and: be- 
lieveth-in me ſhall never dyez For the hour] 
[cometh,in the GC _ Graves| 
ſhall hear'my voice; and {hall come forth; 


—_—— 
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cerning life ever- 
laſting. 


| 


The Preface to 
the Decalogue , or 
Ten Compmanae- 
ments. 


I. Commandment. 


} 


{2. Commandment. 


'2, Commandment. 
Commanament. 


% 


5. Commandment. 
6. Commandments. 


18. Commandment. 
19+ Commandment. 


10. Commandmen t. 


of ; 
munidments. 
 . Note, that 
miſer and reafons 
aunexed bo ſomeof 


* —_ 


7. Commandment. | 


thepro- | 


28 


89 


Joh. 14. 23? 
Ja, 2. 20» 
Heb.12, 14. 
Jam, 1, 22. 


Joh, 3. 16. 


12. Article, Con- | Joh, 10.,'27. | 


Mar. 10. 19, 


Exod, 20, 2,3. 


4 


%. 


| 


| Houſe, &c, 


— 


If you then wil! be my Sheep, hear my voice, 
and will know you and you ſhall follow me; 
and I will give unto you eternal liie, and you 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any Man pluck 
you out of my hands My Father which gaye 
you unto me, 1s greater than all, and no Man 
is able to pluck you out of iny Fathers hand; 
For God ſo loved the World, chat he gave me 
his only begotten Son, that who ſo ever of 
you believes in me, ſhould not periſh, but haye 
everlaſting lite. 

If ye love me,ye w 


with all Men, and holineſs, without which no 
Man. ſhall ſee God. And be ye doers of the] 
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own ſelves. Ye know the Commandments. 


I am the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt have noj/ 


other. Gods before me, 


2. Thou fhtalt not make unto thee any oral! 


ven Image, or any likeneſs of any thing that 
is in 'Heaven above, or that is in the Earth be 
neath, or that 1s in the Water under the Earth, 
thou ſkalt'not bow down thy ſelf to them, nor 
ſerve them. 8&c. 

2- Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the 
Lord-thy God in vain, &c. , #h 7 


11], keep my words; Faith 
without works 1s dead; (therefore)tollow peace| 


| 


| 


4-; Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep: it 
holy; fix.Days ſhalt .thou labour, and do' a 
thy work, but the ſeventh Day is the Sabba 
of the Lord thy God. - * 

5. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, &c. 

6.; Thou ſhale notrkill. 

7. Thou ſhalt nor commit Adultery. 

8.. Thou ſhalc nor ſteal. 

9. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againlt} 


thy, Net , 1-5 5 | 
iS. Thou. ſhale. not covet" thy Nei 


There. | 


- 
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bd 


[' 


the Commandments 
are omitted for bre- 
vity ſake. 
The Exhortation 
of the Lord Jeſw 
to the uſe of Goſpel- 
Ordinances. 
i. To Baptiſme. 


VIZ, 


2. To the Lord's 
| Supper. 


» 28 reads! 
the S8crip- 


mat. 7, 12. 


mar. 16. 15, 


| 


Joh, $. 3. 


Luke 22.19. | 
11. 26, 


Dear, 11. 19, 
J - © I9s 


1 Cor: 


| tyou are ſpirit; and they are life. 
Jand' 


Therefore all things whatſoever ye would| 
that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to 
them3 for this is the Law and the Prophets, 
| * He that believeth; and is Baptized.ſhall be 
ſaved : but he that believeth not,ſhall be dam- 
ned. Verily, verily I ſay unto you, except you 
be born again of Water and the Spirit, you 
cannot to the Kingdome of God : For. 
that which*4s born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and} 
that which'is born of the ſpirit, is {pirit. 

Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and drignketh - 
blood, hath eternal lite, and 1 will raife him uv 
at the laſt day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, 
and my Þb is drink indeed 3 He that en, 
eth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood ,dwelleth} 
in me, and I'in him; As the living Father 
hath ſent me, and I live by the Father, fo he 
that cateth me, even he ſhall live by me; TI: 
am the Breadof Life that came down from Hea- 
ven, not as the Fathers did eat, and are dead, 
He that eateth this Bread, ſhall: live for ever 3; 
What though I am aſcended where I was be-j 
fore? It is the ſpirit that quickneth, the fleſh 
profiteth- nothing 3 the words that I ſpeak untc 


T'(the Lord Jeſtts)rook Bread and bleſſed i it, 
pave it to oy Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, 

is my A And I took the Cu ,and 
cer rhe is. d gave it to them,ſaying, rink 
| of itz :For this is my blood of the new 
era which bi ſhed Tor many, for the 


eat, 


hr 
*Fhis- a. in —_—— of me; "For as: 
DIICLS his Bread, and drink this Cup, 

np cill T come. ; 
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4 S cripmre-C aechiſme. 


— 


| 


| 4ly. To the hear- 
ing of the Word of 
| God preached. 


| 
| 


gly. To the Me- 
ditations of the 
Word of God, and 
of his works. 


| 6ly. To Prayer 
in publick and pri- 


vake. 


| Joh. 15+ 16, 


Rev. 1.3. | 
Joh. 10.27. | 
Luke 11.28. 

Ja. 1.19. 
Rev. 3. 20, 


Lukes.8., 
22 


13. 


JoC. 1. 8. 


Pal. 77. 12, 
Eph. 5s. 17. 
Luke 11, 2» 
mat, 6. 9- 

mat. 7. 7. 


r'Joh. 5. 14+ 


 [Prayer, 'and/ Supplication, with thankſgiving] 


[But ask' in faith, nothing wavering. And when 


” | Obey then that . have. the ruld over 


{that they/-niay do it with, joy, and not witt 
L142 OV! grief, 'for that Is unprofita "ok yOu. 

43,19 © Moredver, if your Bro 
29764 inft-any. of you, go 


--'" þthee, thouthaſt 


——  — 


Bleſſed are ye that read and hear my words 
my Sheep hear my voice; Yea, bleſſed ate 
they that hear my word, and keep it. 

Let every one of you be ſwift to hear, flow 
to wrath; If any of you hear my voice, and 
open the door, I wilt come. in to him, and will 
fup with him, and he with me. Wheretore he} 
thatthath Eares to hear, let him hear. Mv Mo- 
ther and Brethren are ye that hear the Word 
of God, and do it. Be ye that good ground, 
who with honeſt and good hari heviee heard 
my word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. 

Let not the Book of my Law, my Word,de- 
part out of your mouth; but you (ball medi- 
tate therein day and night, that you may ob- 
{ſerve to do according to all that is written]. 
therein; for then ſhall you make your way pro-| | 
ſperous, then ſhall you have good ſucceſs, Me- 

x 50m alſo of all my works. 

' Pray without ceaſing; And when you pray, 
ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven,&c. Alſo 
after this manner pray-ye 3 Ask and it ſhall be 
given you, ſeek and ye (hall finde, Knock and 
it ſhall be-opened unto you 5 Whatſoever ye 
ask the Father in my.Name ( according to his] 
will) he: will 'give 1t unto you. Therefore be 
careful for nothing-?* but 1n every thing 


let your requeſts bs made known unto G 


you pray,enter into your Cloſet; and when you} 
have fhut your Door, pray to the Father whichſ 
is' in fecret,” and your Father who ſeeth in fe 
cret, ſhall reward you opedly. 


your ſelves; for: they : watch for 
your ſouls; :as they that muſt give an accot 


c 


3 \ 


ſhall treſpaſs a4. 

| | and! tell him his fault 

'thee.and him alone; if he ſhall hear 
gained thy|Brother ; But if he} 
| | All 


a. 
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AS cripture-Catechiſme. 267] 


1 Tim, $. 17. 
i Tim. 3s 13, 


The Exbortation 
of the Lord Jeſws 
to Goſpel - ſaving 
Graces. VIZ. 

I. To Repentance, 


will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 


two more, that in the mouth of. two or three 


witnefles every word may be eſtabliſhed. And 
if he ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 
Church; but if he negleG to hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man, and 
a Publican. Verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
my (Church ) ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be 
bound in Heaven; and whatſoever they ſhall 
looſe on Earth, ſhall be loofed in Heaven, I 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and: Tea- 
chers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of my 
Body. Let the Elders that Rule well be coun- 
ted worthy of your double honour, eſpecially 
they that labour in word and doctrine. Alſo, 
they that have uſed the Office of a Deacon 
well, purchaſe to themſelves a good degree, 
and great boldneſs in the faith, which is 
1n me. 

Repent ye, and be converted, that your fins 
may be blotted ont: Be afflicted, and mourn, 
add weep; humble your ſelves in my fight, and 
I wall us y60 up. Can Man be juſtified with 
God, or how can he be clean that is born of 
a Woman? Bebold,you were ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in fin did your Mother conceive you. By 
nature you are the Children of wrath. And 


— —— — 


Jeven to the head, there is no ſoundneſs in you, 
' [but wounds, and braffes, and putrified ſores. 
'Ye have ſinned and done wicked]y, and have 
| rebelled, even by departing from my precepts. 
Your iniquities are increaſed oyer your heads, | 
and your treſpaſles are 6 es to the Hea- 
vens.. And: the poyſon of Alps is under your 


[way the.evil of your doi 
|now, tet ds. reaſofi;together, though your fi 


- 
os < 4 


"F 


« 
= 


the Tmaginations of your heart are only evil} - 
continually in you, that 1s, in your fleſh dwek-j 7 
leth nv good thing, From the ſole of the foot,h * 


{be as'Scarler, they thatl*be a? white as Snow}. © 
£22 ___ though] © + 


ht. — 


Len —_— — 
: 
: _ 


Lips. Waſh you, and; make- you clean, put a-] . 3 
| oings from before mine} 
: | [Eyes;ceaſe'to do evil, learn to do well: Comef . 


AS cripture-C atechiſme. | 


2. To Faith. 


3. To Hope. 


4. To Charity, 


Pro. 28. 13. 
x Joh. 1.9, 


7. 
I Joh. 1.7. 
Mart. 11, 2&. 
Joh. 6. 37. 
1 Sam. 12.25. 


Pal. 11. 6. 
Plal 68, 21. 


Pal. $2. 22. 


Deut. 30. 15. 


Jeh. 34 33+ 


3%, 
36. 


1 COT. 1, 30, 


2 Cor. $. 21. 


Rom, IO. 4. 


Gal 3. 13, 
L4* 
Rom.10.17, 
Eph. 2, 8. 


Col. 1. 23. 


27, 
1 Thef. 5.8. 
Heb. 6. 9. 
Heb. 3. 6. 
I Jeh. 3. 3, 


7 Per, 438. 


| 


|you, and.that'ye might receive the promiſe of| 


I Cor. 163 14. 


though they be red as Crimſon, they ſhall be 
as Wook. Confelſs and forſake your fins, and 
you fhall finde mercy. For I am faithful and 
juſt to forgive you your fins. And my blood 
ſhall cleanſe you from all fins. Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and] 
will give you reſt. And you that come to me, 
I will by no means caſt out. But if ye will 
ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed. And 
I will rain ſnares; an horrible tempeſt. And | 
will break the hairy Scalp of you that go onin| 
iniquity. Now conſider this,yethat forget God, 
leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none to} 
deliver you. See, I have ſer before you life, 
and good,and death,and evil 3 therefore chooſe 
life, that ye may live. 
| He that hath received my Teſtimony, hath| 
 fet to his Seal, that God 1s truez The Father} 
|loveth the Son, and hath given all things into : 
his hand. He that believeth on the Son hath| 
everlaſting like; and he that believeth not the 
Son, (hall not ſee life 3 but the wrath of God| 
abideth on him. I am made unto you of Go 
 wiſdome, and righteouſneſs, and ſanfification,|. 
and redemption: And to be fin for you, that 
knew, no fin 3 that you might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in me. I am the end of 
the Law for righteouſneſs, to every one of you 
that believeth. And was:made a curſe for you, | 
that the bleſſing of Abraham might come to 


'rhe ſpirit, through faith in me; which grace|' 
comes by hearing, and hearing of the Word 
of God; and Is the gift of God. 

Be not moyed away from the hope of the 
Goſpe),: which ye have heard; for I in you 
am the, hope of Glory. But put on this hope{. 
for an Helmet; and let it be as an Anchor off 
your .Souls both ſure and ſtedfaſt ; rejoycing 4 
therein. firmly to the end. | And let every one 
of you, that hath this hope in him, purifieſ; 
himſelf, even as I am:pure. , 
| Above all-things have fervent charity, for 
"_ will cover the multitude of fins; yea, . 

| | . 


— 
- 


| 


rage or fertimac. 


5. To boly con-' 
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| I Cor, 13. 1. 


| 


kI 
. 


45. 


| 


let all your things be done with chanty, with- 
out which,though you ſpeak with the tongues 
of Men and Angels, you are become as ſound-| 
iog braſs, or a tinklin "g Cimbal. And though 
you have the gifr of Propheſie,. and under- 
ſtand all niftertes, and all knowledge; And 
though you have all faith, ſo that you could 
remove Mountains, and have no charity, you 
are nothing. And though yuu beſtow all your 
goods to feed the poor, and though you give 
your Bodies to be burned, and have not cha- 
rity, it profiteth nothing. Charity ſuffereth 
long, and is kinde, charity envieth not 3 Cha-| 
rity vaunteth not its ſelf; Is not puffed up3 
doth not behave it ſelf unſcemly, ſeeketh not 
her own; Is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no} 
evilz Rejoiceth not in intquitie, but rejoiceth | 
in the truth. Beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things z 
Chariie never faileth, Wherefore above all 
things, put on-charitie, which is the bond of} 
perfetneſs. The cod of the Commandement, 
The royal Law. And the fulfilling of the Law. | 
if ye therefore fulfill this royal Law; accard- 

ing to the Scripturez - Thou ſhalt Jove thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf; ye do well: Yea, I ſay 
unto. you, love your enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, and pray for them that deſpitefully! 
ule you, and ecure youz. That you may 
be: the Children of your Father which is in 
Heaven, for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the. 
evil, and the good, and ſendeth Rain on the! 
juſt, and-on the unjuſt, 

And put on the whole Armour of God, that 
ye 'may. be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of 
the: Devil. Be ſtrogg in = Lord, and in the 
R power of his might. yo for ear not them which; 
kill the body,but are not able to kill the ſoul z 
but rather fea r him. which is able to deſtroy. 
both, bodie, wh ſoul, in Hell. Whoſoever 
| doth not. bear my. Crols, od _ after me, 

t.b Diſci Verily I ſay unto you, 
hr ir goo" you oe leave Houſe, or. Bre- 
whoſoever or Siſters, or Father, or Mother,or Wife 


| 
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A Scripture-Catechiſme. 


6..To Chriſtian- 
Temperance. 


”. To Holy Pa- 
Fience. 


9. To Divine- 
Wiſdome. 


2 Pet. 1. 6. 
Gal. S. 22. 


23s 


2 Pet. 1,6. 
Luke 21. 19. 


Luke 8. 15, 


Jam. 1. 4, 


| Heb. 6. 12, 


Jam, $.11, 
Jam, s. 10. 


Heb. 12. 1, 


Mar. 10. 16, F 


Col.t, 9. 


0, 


or Children, or Lands, for my ſake, and the] 
Goſpel, ſhall receive an hundred fold, now 
in this time, Houſes, and Brethren, and Siſters, 
and Mother, and Children, and Lands, with 
perſecutions; and in the World to come ever- 
laſting life. 

Every Man that ſtriveth for the maſterie iz 
temperate 1n all things; now' they do it to 
obtain a corruptible Crown, but you an incor- 
ruptible. Therefore ſo run, not as uncertainlyz 
ſo fight, not as thoſe that beat the Aire : but 
keep under your Bodies, and bring them inte 
ſubjeftion. And add to your knowledge teme| 
perance. For the fruits of my Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentlenels, good- 
neſs, faith, meeknelſs, temperance, againſt ſuchſ 
there is no Law. 

Add to your temperance, patience 3 And|/ 
in your patience poſleſs-your Souls; and bring 
forth fruit with patience. And let patienc 
have her perfe& work, that ye may be perf 


{and intire, wanting nothing. Being followe 


of thoſe, who through faith and patience in 
herit the promiſes. Ye have heard of the pa 
tience of Job. Alſo take for an example you 
Brethren the Prophets, of ſuffering affiictic 
and of patience. And run with patience thi 
race which 1s ſet before you. | 1 
Be ye wiſe as Serpents, and innocent a 
Doves. And filled with the knowledge.of m 


| will, in all wiſdome and ſpiritual underſtan 


ing. That ye may walk worthy of me unto a 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good wor 
and increaſing in the knowledge of God. -! 
that- ye walk circumfpettlie, not as fools, þ 
as wile, redeeming the time, becauſe the di 
are evil, underſtahding what the will of t 
Lord is; Being wiſe unto that which is goo 
bur fimple concerning evil. For the wi Jon 
of the World is fooliſhneſs with God ; at 
"tis" jo eel Fenſu devilliſh. zut t 
wiſdome | 


[Es 


ET - 


9. Ts Chiiſtian 
HMmlity. ud. 


you have of God, 
? For Jour are bought 
T herefore glorifie God -1n your 
$4 CIT * AW ts, which are Gods. Allo, are 
wah + Core $435, not my: / lem bers ? Will you then rake m 
2% 4 1 4Memi d&.make them the Members of an 
arg 115, 21: barlo! watt h jpic. What# know you-not 
— ned toian Harlot is one 
gp ithhe (ball be one Fleſh} 
Ty unto me, 15 one ſpirgt, 
This is th 'even your lanCtiheas 
4c Ia, 4 ould CAS from fornication 
'Þ hae 'one of you ſhould know ho 
w_ NV alicl.an -ſanctification, anc 
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A Seripture-C atechiſme. 


4+ To holy hatred. 

' 

Note, the Exhortation 
to godly love and ſorrow 
are to be found in'the| 
foregoing Exhortations to 
repentance and charity. 


The Preface fo 
the Dehortations of | 
the Lord Jeſu | 
from ſeveral prin- 


cipal Vices. 


| 


The Dehortations 


firſt from unbelief. 


horns 


12 From 4 
firſt * brawth| 
unbihef.” 

10913012” 
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Pal. $7.10. | 
| fal. 139. 21, ha 


22. 
Pro. e. 35. 


Ye that love the Lord hate evil ; yea, th 
te thoſe that hate me with a perfedt hatred. 
All that hate me love death. 


, 
«1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
| Walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfill 
| the luſts of the Fleſh; For the Fleſh Juſteth a- 
gainſt the Spixit, and the Spirit againſt. the 
Fleſh; and theſe are contrary the one to. the 
other; ſo that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would, Burt if ye be led by the Spirit, ye are 
not under the Law, Now the works of the 
Fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, 
F ornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſcivicuſneſs, Ido- 
latry,,AVitchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, 
wrath, {trite, ſeditions, herefies, envyings, mur- 
thers, drunkenneſs, reyellings, and ſuch like; 
of the which, I tell you before, as I have alſo 
told in time paſt, that they which do ſuch | 
things, (hall not inherit the. Kingdome of 
God. | v 
Take heed Brethten , leſt there be in any 
of yqu ;an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the: living God. He that believeth not 
ſhall be, damned. Therefore ye ought to give| 
the more earneſt heed to the things that ye 
nave heard,leſt at any time ye ſhould let them 
flipz. For.if the word ſpoken by Angels was 
ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgrefſion and diſobedi- 
ence received a juſt. regompence of reward; 
| How (hall. ye eſcape, if you neglef ſo great 

Salvation.? which at the firſt began to be ſpo- 

| ken. by.{Me) the Lord, and was confirmed un- 

; [to you, roi thax haajd (9 God'alſo 
be bearing, m; witneſs, both" witli fig 

N 


'Heb, 3. 12+ 


Mat, 16. +16, 
Heb, 2. 1, 


j | nes and. 
| with 'divers miracles, \and pifts | 
Ghoſt, according to his own will. 


tion be not am 
ne eek, 


that burneth wit 
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A Scripture-C atechiſme. 


"9. From Polu- 
[theims, or having 
moreGod:s than one, 
the 2d. Br.unbelief. 
4 

4. From Tdola- 


fry, the 3d. Br. of 


S. From Bla(- 
phemy, the 4. Br. 
of nnbelief. 

6. From Pro- 
phaneneſs,the 5. B. 
| 7. From Sacri- 


| edge, the 6. Br. 


8. From byps- 
criſte, the 7. Br. 


9. From Sabbath- 
breaking,the 8.Bra. 


th. 


19. From per- 


- | [fftion, the 9th. pr. 


Exod.20.3. 


Ley. 26, 1. 


Levy. 24. 16, 


Lev. 18, 21. 


Pro. 22.25. 


Jeb 23. 16. 


Jos 8. 13. 
ob 15. 34, 
ob 27.8. 


1s, 98. 13; 


4. 


Day, and call the Sabbath a delight, che holy 


own pl 
| Then ſhall you delight your ſelves in the Lord] 
jand 1 will 
| places of the Earth, and feed you with the he; 
ritage of Jacob my Servant, for the mouth « 
the Lord hath ſpoken it. Ye ſhall keep ar 
Sabbaths, and reverence my Sanctuary; I 
the Lord. | 


nor 


- « 
_ 
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He thar facrificeth, (or gives worſhip) unto 
any God, ſave unto. the Lord only ; he ſhall be 
utterly deſtroyed. You-ſhall have no other Gods 
before me. 

Ye ſhall make you no Idols, nor graven ]- 
mages, neither ſhall you ſet up any Image of 
them in your Land, to bow down unto it; For 
I am the Lord your God. * 

He that blaſphemeth the Name of the Lord, 
ſhall ſurely be put'to death; all the Congrega- 
tion ſhall ſtone him. 

Thou ſhalt not prophane the Name of thy 
God, I am the Lord. 

Tt is a ſnare to the Man, which devoureth. 
that which is holy; and after vowes to make 
inquiry. 

An Hypocrite {hall net come before God; 
His hope ſhall periſh. The Congregation of the 
Hypocrites ſhall be deſolate. For what is the 
hope of an Hypocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God taketh away his Soul. | 

If you turn away your Feet from the Sab/ 
bath, from doing your pleaſure on my Holy 


of the Lord honourable, and ſhall honour hiaz 
not doing your own ways, nor finding yout| 
ure, nor ſpeaking your own words 


ive you to ride upon the higt 
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12. From hard- 
heartedneſs,the 11. 


Branch. 


ſumptuous ſinning, 
(the 12. Branch. 


I4. From ſinful 
ſwearing, the 13. 


Branch. 


| 15. From Incor- 
rigibleneſs, the 14. 
|Branch. | 

.. A Preface to the 
dehortation again ſt 
deſpair. 


A. ———_—__ _ 


| 


: 16: From deſpeir,| 
the laſt Branch. 


—— 
edt. 4. a S.Ct. a. —— wt. 
o 


14. 


Deur. 17.12. 


Pal. 19.13. 


ExO. 20, | . 


Mat. $. 37- 


Pro. 29.10. 


Iſa. $0. 10, 


2 Cor. 4.8. 
Joh. 20. 87. 


Gen. 4-13, 


15, 


Fat: 27. Se. 
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| Preet. 13, | 
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preſſion. 


| Lee your communication be Yea, yea; Nay, 
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He that covereth his ſins, ſhall not proſper | 
but- whoſo confefleth, and forſaketh them, 
ſhall have mercy. Happy is the Man that fear-} 
eth always,but he that harxdnerh his heart ſhall 
fall into miſchief. | 

The Soul that doth ought prefumpruouſly, 
the ſame reproacheth the Lord 5; and that foul 
ſhall be cut off from his People. As alſo the 
Man that will do preſumptuouſly, and will not 
hearken to the Prieſt, that ſtandeth to mini. 
ſter before the Lord your God z or unto the] 
Judge; even that Man ſhall die. | 

Wherefore, pray with my Seryant David,| 
Lord keep back thy Servants from preſumpru-| 
ous fins, let them not have dominion over us, | 
ſo ſhall you be innocent from the great Tranſ-| 


Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the-Lord| 
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold] 
him guiltleſs ,that caketh his Name in vain. 


— 


nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe, com- 
eth of evil. 348 

He that being often reproved, hardneth his| 
Neck, | ſhall ſaddenly be deſtroyed, and that | 
without remedy. 

Who is am0ng you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his Servant, . that 
walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? lex] * 
bim cruſt in'the Name of the Lord, and ſtay} - 
upon his God, When ye are troubled 'on every| 
fide, be not diſtrefſed ; when ye are perplex:| © 
ed, be ye not in deſpair. Be not fait els, t _ oF 


- 4 . 
belteving. | + , 
hey he "4 


Say not with; deſpairing C ai, my. 
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1.General branch 
of uncharitableneſs 
as to the Souls of | 
others. 

I. By tempting 


20 ſin. 


2. By evil ex- 
ample. 
:..:Zo By #08 re- 
proumyg. 


\ A. By flattering. 
1r 


| . 5. By not in- 
feruTing. 


4 6. By perſecu- 
Jting for conſcience. 


ſ 4 


2; General branch 
Lof nncharitableneſs 
to the Perſons .of 


IS. 


P06 15. 29, 


30. 


Gen. 39. 7+ 


Prov. 7. 5: 


Prov. I, Il. 


I4. 


I Kin.15.16. 


Lev. 19. 17. 


. {not ſv 


Job 1755. 
Pro. 26, 28. 


Ezci 34. 2, 


5 


Pſal. 10. 23 


Rev. 16. 6, 


..| poor: but they ſhall be taken in the deviſe} 


Rev. 13.10, 


| Whoſoever hates his Brother, is a murtherer; 
and ye know, that no murtherer hath eterna] 
life abiding 1n hum. 

Be ye not like the violent Man,who inticeth 
his Neighbour, and leadeth him into the way 
that is not good; who ſhutteth his eyes to de- 
viſe froward things, moving his lips, he bring. 
eth evil to paſs. Nor like to Potiphar*s wife; 
nor to the ſtrange Woman that flattereth with 
het lipsz nor to them who ſay, Come with us, 
let us lay wait for blood; let us lurk privily 
for the innocent without cauſe; calt in thy lct 
amongſt us, let us all have one Purſe. | 
Imitate not. Jeroboam, who did fin, and who; 
made 7/7g4el to lin. 

You ſhall not bate your Brethren in yout 
heart; you:ſhall in any wiſe reprove them, and 
fer ſip upon them. 

He that ſpeaketh flattery to his friends, e- 
ven the eyes of his Children ſhall fail. And a 
flattering mouth, worketh ruine. 

Wo to the Sheppards of 7ſrae/,that do feed 
themſelves; Should not the Sheppards feed the 
Flock? Ye eat the fat, and ye cloath you with 
the Woolzye kill them that are ted, but ye 
teed not the Flock. | 5 
The, wicked in his pride do. perſecute.the 


| Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity z 
\{killeth with, -the Sword, muſt be killed with 
the Sword. | For they have ſhed the blood off 


” [Mans Beoches-will I requite the life of Sad 


” blood be ſhed; For in the Image of God made 
I, Man. , | And: blood defileth the Land. And 
| the.Land cannot be cleanſed of the blood t 
 4.4S* 


that they-have. imagined. He that leadeth into 
He that 


the Saints; and Prophets, and God will give]. 
them blood to, drink, for they are worthy, . 

At the hand of Man, at the hand of every 
Man's D | ; 
whoſo ſheddeth Man's blood, by Man ſhall hi | 


| therein, | but by the blood of 'him.that 
...,{Therefore.whoſo killeth-anyiP 
arderer ſhall be.put to death»: Yeſhall 


"Y 


aRtion, for the life of a Murde: 
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Lo — 


3. By unjuſt In- 
priſonment. 


4. By mot Re- 
lieving. 


3. General Bran. 
of uncharitableneſ;s 


others. 


1. By Oppreſſzon. 


2, By ſtealing. 


[ 


| 


| 
| 


2, By mayming.' Lev, 24. 19. 


20. 


Jer- 37. 15. 


Jer. 51. 11. 


| Mar. 6. 17. 


a to the Eftates of 


27. 


At. I 2, 23, 


Jam 2.25, 


26, 


Mat. 25. 31. 


Eph. 4: 28. 


ly put to death. 
It a Man'cauſe a blemiſh in his 
As he hath done, ſo ſhall it be done unto him 


it be done unto him again. 
Be ye not like unto unjuſt Zedekiah, who put 
Jeremiah into Priſon, for ſpeaking to him in 


the Name of the Lord. Nor like cruel Herod, 


miſhments. 

If a Brother or Siſter be naked, and deſti- 
tute of daily food,and one of you ſay, Depart 
in- peace, be you warmed and filled ; Not- 
withſtanding you give: them not thoſe things 
that are needful to the Body, What doth it 
profit > When I fitupon the Throne of my 
Glory, I ſhall ſay unto ſuch on my left hand, 
Depart from me ye curſed. into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 
Verily I fay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it 


ye did it not to me. | 

Woe to him that -increaſeth that which is 
net his: I'will be a ſwift witneſs, faith the Lord, 
againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in his 
wages, the Widdow and. the: Fatherlefs, . and 
that turn aſide the ſtranger from his. right 3 
He that doth wrong, ſhall receive from the 
wrong that he hath done; And with me there 
is no reſpect of Perſons. 

Behold a flying Roll, the length thereof is 
twenty Cubits, and the breadth thereof ten 
Cubits. This is the curfe that goeth forth 
over the face of the whole Eatth : for every 
one that ſtealeth ſhall be cut off, according to 
itz And /it ſhall enter into the Houſe of the 
Thief, and 'it ſhall remain in the mideſt of his 
Houſe, and ſhall conſume it with the Timber 
thereof, and the Stones thereof. Therefore 


hin labour, working.with his hands the th 
WA wh 


. 
_ 4 99 —_— 


_— _ 
o 
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which is guilty of death ; But he ſhall be ſure- 
Neighbour z, 


who bound Joh in Priſon, and beheaded him| 
|for Herodias ſake, leſt you partake of their pu- | 


breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth : | 
As he hath cauſed a blemilh-in a: Man, fo ſhall 


[ 


not to one of the leaſt of theſe (my poor Saints) | 


| 


let him that ſtole ſteal no; mare, but rather,Jet 
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AS cripture-Catechiſme. 


4. By contenti- 
ouſneſs. 


—_ — 


5. By'Vſury or 
E xtortion. 


6. By depopulation. 


7. - By falſe wit- 


, 


9, By curſing, or 
evil Imprecations. 


4. General Bra. 
of uncharitableneſs 
— "8 


3. By defrauding. 


1 The. 4.5. frag ha needeth. Let no Man go beyond 


x Cor. 6.5. 


6, 


Mat. 5+ 40. 


Pro. 28. 8. 


Mat. 23. 25. 


Luke 3. 13. 


Iſa. 5 8. 


IC, 


Luke 3. 14. 
Pro. 19+ 5. 
Pre. 21: 28. 
Deut, 19, 18, 


Rom. 12. 14- 
Pſal. 109, 17, 


18, 


Pro. IO, 18. 


Pfal. 50, 22, 


there is'not a wiſe Man amongſt you ? No not 


| [habitant; Yea,ten Acresof Vineyard. (hall yield 


— 


which 1s good, that he may have to give to 


and defraud his Brother in any matter, be. 
cauſe that the Lord is the avenger of al] 
ſuch. 


I ſpeak to the ſhame of (many) 1s it ſo that 


one that fhall be able to Judge between his 
Brethrenz But Brother goeth to Law with Bro. 
ther, and that before the Unbelieversz If any 
one will fue you at the Law, and take away 
thy Coat, let him have thy Cloak alſo. 

He that by Uſury and unjuſt gain increaſeth| 
his ſubſtance, he (hall gather it for him that 
.will pitty the poor. Woe unto ſuch, who like 
the Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, make 
clean the out-fide of the Cup, and of the Plat- 
terz but within they are full of Extortion and 
exceſs; Therefore exact no more than is ap- 
pointed you. 

Woe unto them that joyn Houſe to Houſe, 
and lay Field to Field, till there be no place, 
that they may be placed alone 'in the middeſt 
of the Earth. Of a truth, many Houſes ſhall 
be deſolate; even great and fair without In- 


one Bath, andthe Seed of an Qmer ſhall yield: 
one Epha. | | 

Do violence-to no Man, neither accuſe any! 
fallly 3 for a falſe witneſs ſhall not be unpu-i 
niſhed. A falſe witneſs (hall periſh. Behold, 
if a witneſs be a falſe witneſs, and hath teſti» 
fied falſly againſt his Brother, then ſhall ye do 
unto him, as he had thought to have dane 
unto his Brother. J 

Bleſs, and' curſe not. ("Thoſe ) That delight 
in- curſing, ſo let it come unto them; As they 
delight not in bleſſing, ſo let it be far from 
them'z As they have cloathed themſelves with 
curfing, as with a Garment, ſo let it come into{ 
their: bowels Hike Water, and like Oyle 3 
their bones. 23-4. wth 

He: that uttereth {lander is a Fool; I 
tear thoſe in-pieces, and there ſhall be none to 


de- 


— 
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4 to the good name | 
of others. 
I.By flandering, 


| and back-biting, &- 


tale-bearing. | 


A Dehortation 
from Intemperance. 

1. From Drunk- 
enneſs. | 


3- From Inſobriety. 


4 Dehortation 


from ſinful fear. 


% From Glnttony.| 


20, 


Pal. 64. 7+ 


b 
Plal. 64. 3. 


4 


Lev. 19.16. 
Exo. 23. 1. 


Iſa. $.11, 


'22. 


Hab, 2. 15. 


Pra. 23. 29. 


33, 


Pro. 23. 21. 


2 Pet. 1.6. 


Gal. 5. 23. 


1 Pet. 5.8. | fore ſober and vigilant, becauſe your Adver- 


x1 Theſ. $5.7. 


8. 
Phil. 4 5s. 


I Cor. 7. 31, 


Ifay. $1. 7- 


I; 
3. 


| dainly they ſhall be wounded ; they (hall make 


| deliver them, that fit and ſpeak againſt their 
Brother, and ſlander their own Mothers Son: 
| Yea, I will ſhoot at them with an Arrow, ſud- 
their own Tongues to fall upon themſelves , 


bend their Bow to ſhoot their Arrowes : even 


| as a Tale-bearer among thy People. 
(halt thou raife a falſe report,nor put thy hand 


bitter words, that they may ſhoot in ſecret at; 
the perfect. Thou (halt not go up and down 
Neither 


with the wicked to be an unrighteous wit- 
neſs. 


Morning, that they may follow ſtrong Drink, 
that continue until Night, till Wine inflame 


| 
[ 


ſtrong Drink. Woe unto him that giveth his 
Neighbour drink, that putteſt rhy Bottle to 
him, and makeſt him drunken alſo, that thou 
mayeſt look on their nakedneſs. Who hath 


ons? Who hath babling? Who hath wounds 
without cauſe? Who hath redneſs of Eyes? 
They that tarry long at the Wine, they that 


o to ſeek mixt Wine. The Drunkard and 
| Glutton ſhall come to poverty, and drowſineſs 
ſhall cloth a Man with ragges. Add therefore 
to your knowledge, temperance; A fruit of the 
| Spiritz againſt ſuch there is no Law: Be there- 


ſary, the Devil walketh about as a Roaring Li- 
on, fecking whom he may devour. 
be drunken, be drunken in the Night; but you 
that are of the Day, be ſober : Let your mode- 
ration be known to all Men, for Iam at hand. 
And uſe this World as not abufing of it; for 
the faſhion of this World*pattertr away. 
| Hearken unto me ye that 'know righ 
neſs, the” People in whoſe heart'1s 


teouſ- 


281] 


who whet their Tongues like a Sword, and | 


_ (them. Woe unto them that are imiginty to] 
drink Wine, and Men of ſtrength ro mingle 


woe? Who hath ſorrow? Who hath contenti-! 


j 


Woe unto them that riſe up early in the} 


_— 


} 


They that| 


my Law.| | 


eat them up like a Garment, and the W 
Cccc 2: ſha 


Fear ye-nor the 'reproach of Men, neither be? +2 
ye afraid of their revilings. -For the Mettiſhall 


7 Gans: 


from Ignorance, 


1. AﬀeGed. 


2. Natural. 


3. Wilful. 


from Tnjuſtice. 


ſons. 


A Debortation 


Ix. In Majeſtrates. 


2. In prevate Per-| 


| 


Ia, 8. 13, 
12. 


Rev. 22, 8- 


Fro. 1,7. 


Lev. $. 17. 


2 Pet. Ze $5. 


| 2 The, 1. 8, 


1. As Majeſtrates. 


A Dehortation Dew. 27.9. 


ExX0. 23. 7. 


Ley. 19.19. 


Jer. 22+ 13. 


3. By not giving : 250: 23. 3. 
bedience juitly 
4 


e to Swperiors. 


Ley, 22. 28. 


I Pets 25 I'3, 


14- 


(hall eat them like Wool; Sand@tifie the Lord 
of Hoſts himſelf, and Jet him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread ; neither fear -yoy 
their fear, nor be afraid. (For) the fearfyl 
and unbelieving ſhall have their portion in the 
Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 
which is the ſecond Death. | 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge, but Fools deſpiſe wiſdome and 
underſtanding; How long, ye ſimple ones, will 
ye love {implicity? And the Scorners delight! 
in their ſcorning? and Fools hate knowledge} 
Cry after knowledge, and lift up your voice 
for underſtanding Seek her as Silver, and 
{earch for her as for hid treaſures. Then ſhall 
ye underſtand righteouſneſs, and judgment,and 
equity; yea, every good path, 
[t a Soul {1n,and commit any of thoſe thing 
that are forbidden to be done by the Com- 
mandements of the Lord, though he wilt it 
not z yet 1s he guilty, and ſhall bear his iniqui: 
ty. How much more ſhall they be guilty, that 
are willingly ignorant? In flaming Fire (there| 
fore) will I.take vengeance on them that know| 
not God, and that obey not my Goſpel. 
Curſed be he that perverteth the Judgment 
of the ſtranger , Fatherleſs and. Widd 
wherefore keep ye far from a falſe matt 
and the innocent and righteous lay not ; for| 
I will not juſtife the wicked. Ye ſhall do no} 
unrighteouſneſs in” Judgment, ye ſhall not re 
ſpect the Perſon of the poor, nor honour the 
Perſon of the mighty; But in righteouſnel{ 
ſhall you Judge your Neighbour. 
Woe unto him that buildeth his Houſe by 
unrighteouſneſs, and his Chambers by wr wl 
that uſeth his Neighbours ſervice without w: 
ges, and giveth him not-for his work. 
He that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt ; Thox 
ſhalt not revile the Judge, nor curſe the | 
of People. Submit therefore- your. ſelyes itq 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake] 
whether it be to the-King 4s Supream, or unto] 


[ 
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COR as unto.them that are ſent by = 
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5, condemning themwith a anſ 
L Fi them an, enſample aunt! 
3co wei et -»: 1... Hee >. thi, : 4d live ungodly. 
441 rom WER Jes: 12-411: Neng. of. ix ſhall approach to any that is 
I {3 3 BA bis % | go ne: *h | + bi -to over their naked- | 
1.474339 . zcls's Ian 5 the Lords after"the doings of the 
| F ff NY 19... "(and (6 Rept; and after the doings of the 
oy ati tf 15 1 - 251 peandiol - hal YE got do. 
crore roliganys| x Coty % 1 Letra y Ma have his own. Wife, and &- 
very, Woman bave her own -Husband. If a 
{het Husband lives, marries a. 
i& (hall 'be called, (that i is, ſhe 1 is] 
like is true of a Man, if 
—_—— x oman, whileſt his Wife 
| »| Luk: 16: 18. Crepanaloever puts away his Wite, and 
ubaomh Adultery. | wes, 14; 4. ponies other, commits Adultery 
—_ ; try ac. Julterers God will : F” 
= Foc lie:garvally with thy Nei 
| Lefe thy ſelf with het, 1: 
dult els ſhall ſurely be put 
peith 37A Icatc 
In oo, minatey}. 
| Oba. Man-kind, ſhall | 
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phich are upon the 


ty t] 

EE, ).% 
their part? 
Fi _ ich, 


port; > tdren of dif8bedience. | 
Mags 14.35. forgpartakers with them. I ſay unt 
Utd «2 fowl T9 "eh —_ thall ſpeak,” 
hag ſad ah the Day of Jad 
37 . by es wt ret hou ſhale "be 
{© 1 Tea? "ehy-- words hou” ſhalt be. « Of 
4 It weniogfooks. Mats $120, 1 "i keth upan a. Wodiuts laſt|- 
| after. 3, tc. Adultery with't 
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Luk. 11,34" 
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A s rear Olbbiſme.. 


|the” truth' with his Ne hbour ; For Caro \ 


ij% 4. 28. eur 5. yas of For I will 


Wieas 71K ; and the-mout 
2. By breath Fiat. 24. 4 | IFReE : ket ”—_ fadeth away, the 
Covenant to God, | © 'orld lang and fadeth away,the haug 
ple of -the Earth do anguiſh, the | 
alſo is defile& under the tadiBicants thereof 
- |becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the Laws,chans 
1 the Ordinance, - broken the everlaſting} 
Heb.1 2. 14- + Qovyennant. 1 am the Mediator of the r 
on *,. ** Covenant, ſealed unto you in my Sacraments 
Heb. 10. 29.” of Baptiſme and my Sapper. Tread not the 
under foot the Son of God; nor count rhe 


blood of. T:; Covenant wherewith ye are ſam| 


ified, ly thing; nor do deſpight untg 
my Spir grace. For vengeance 1s ming, 


MN ill: r = ea, I will judge my'pes 
: [piez4r is a fearful thing to fall into the hands pl 
\ >. of Vows to God.) Ec 5:4 | When thou vowelt a yow unto God, defaf 


0 tc itz for he hath no pleaſure in fools | 
i} Den; 222 21; it which thou haſt vowed 3 The Lc 
by <0 | Gol wil furcly require it of thee, and 
; ” h 1 | ; ' 6; would be f » n thee, 
/ Promiſes} 3  Thwey ch out of thy Lips, tho 
Covenants to| ' *RÞ | »an Mets gone 0: God, and ro Mea 
: .\ Pal, 15414 | i f 2M excluded my holy Hill, and 

- .' » 4feralike = with King 9 edebtabs 
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AiSeripture-Catecbiſme. | 3B 4 


——— 


Eph. 5. 5. | Man, (who 1s an Tdolater) hath any inheritance 
Loke 12:1, |\ 10 the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. Take 
Jer. 22. 13: | heed, and beware of Covetouſneſs. For woe] 
unto him that buildeth his Houſe by unrighte- 
r Kings 23.19. | ouſnels, and his Chambers by wrong. Beware 
of Ahab's fin, and his puniſhment. 
2ly. From world-\ mars. 24. -|- +, No.Man can ſerve ttve Maſters, for either he 
hneſs and carking Will hate the one, and love the other ; or elſe} 
LoErers. | he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. | 
Ye cannot-ſerve God and-Mammon.. There- 
tore I ſay, unto you, take no thought for: your| 
Life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye (hall drink, þ 
nor.yet. for your body what ye ſhall put on3} 
ls not the life more than meat? and the body 
{than rayment > For after all theſe things the 
Gentiles (eek; for your Heavenly Father mew 
eth, that ye have need of all theſe things. 
Wherefore having food and raymeat,be there- 
with contentsfor I have faid.] will never leave 
thee-nor forſake thee. T bey that will be rich, | 
fall. into temptation, and a ſnare, and into} | 
a#1any. fooliſh. and 'hurtful luſts, which, dro "4 F 
Menin. deſtruction and perdition; for the love] - 
+Money-/is:the root of all evil; which while| .. 
me coveted-after, they have erred from the} = 
faithz..and pierced themſelves through: with =” 
x Joh. 2. 15. \Mmany-forrows. Wherefore love not the World}, > + 
| | x.the things that. are in the World; if any 
| la i) the-World, the love of the Father8Þ > 
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"3ly. From Nigard-\" Pco. 11.14: | 7 ere, js that ſcattereth, and yet increaſet 
SHHC!S. | : , nn and. Tere is. nat with-boldeth more tk j 


tenderh to poyerty. The 
IFbe made fat;z:and he thai 
zall be watered alſo himſelf, Ther 


AS cripture-Catecbiſme. 


I. 'By having #0 
Calling, or by neg- 
lefing a Calling. 


2. Taleneſs in 
private Perſons. 


3. Idleneſs in 
[publick Perſons. 


The Dehortation 


the Lord Jeſus 
Ln ſrefult raſ 


| ſrone. 


NN 


ger. 


| f A Dehortation 
| et #| hatred. 
if Perſe one; 


& | 2. From canſleſs| 


Pro. 19. 15. 
Eccl, 10+ 18, 


Ezek. 16.49. 


Gen. 1, 15. | 


24, 


Pro.22. 29, 


Pro. 23, 21, 


Rom, I2. IH 
8 


Rem. 12. $3, 


Mat. 25.19. 


Gal. 5g. 20. 
"Lev. 19. 17. 


| Pal. 34. 21, 
"Þ 3 Joh. 2. 9, 


1 Joh 3. ,1i 


| 


|leſt- when, I come and reckon with you, the 


the Dayz For an idle Soul ſhall ſuffer hunger; | 
And by much {loathfulneſs the building .de- 
cayeth, and through 1dleneſs of the hands the 


Houſe droppeth through. Behold,this was the 
iniquity of \Sodom, abundance of idleneſs, A- 
void ye therefore their fin, leſt ye be conſy- 
med, as was that City. upon. which the | 
rained Btimſtone and Fire from the Lord 
ot Heaven. | 
Seeſt thou a Man diligent in his buſi neſs. he 
{hall ſtand before Kings; he ſhall not ſtand be. 
tore mean Men: But drowſineſs ſhall cloath a 
Man with rags. Wherefore be not [loathful ig 
buſineſs, as private Perſons. 

Let him that Ruleth do it with diligence; 


A 


a. 


fſloathful and unprofitable Servant be caſt i into 
utter Darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and} I 
gaaſhing of Teeth. | 

Be ye angry, but ſin not ; let not the Sun 
go down upon your wrath. Like $imeor and 
Levy, [aſkcumSts of Cruelty are in their habi-P 
tations3 for in their anger they flew a Mar 
and in their ſelf-will they digged downa wa i 
Curſed be their anger, for 1t was fierce; and 
their 


for it was cruel. I will divig 
Facoh, and ſcatter them in Iſrael 
Therefore'be not haſty in Spirit to be "0g 
| ger teſteth in the boſome of fogls. 
ever® is angry+ with his Brother » 
Y hall-be- ia danger of the Jut 


©. * 


4 


ment. + 
+ One "hs works'of the Fleſh is 


k 4 we CT 


> thou ſhalt not hate thy Biother-ir 
art. They. tha hate. the:rig teous. : all 
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A'Serjpture-C atechiſme, 


A Dehortation 


from ſtrife and 


contention. 


A Dehortation 


_— _ 


from Envy. 


| Eph. 4. 31- 


| 
| 


| Pro. 17: 14. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Pro. 14. 30 


I Cor. 13. 4+ 


L Per. 2. 1. 
2, 


= 


: 


A Dehortation Rom. 12, 19. 


from Revenge. 


3 


A ' Debortation 
from Pride. 


1. Branch from 


Spiritual Pride. . 


| 
| 
| 


21. 


Pre. 9. 13. 


Pro. 13, 10. 


Pro. 11. 24. 


x Cor. fo; 12. 


way from you3 with all malice; and be ye 
Kinde- one to another, tender-hearted, forgi- 
ving one another, even-as"God, for my ſake, 
hath forgiven you, 

The beginning of ſtrife, is, as when one let- 
teth out Water; therefore leave off contention 
before -it be medled with. Walk honeſtly, as 
in the Day, not in ſtrife, and envying. Let 


thing be-done through ſtrife; For where ftrife 3 


and cnvying is, there is confufion, and every 
evil work; 


e place unto wrath; tor it is writte 
ce 1s mine, I will repay it, ſaith the 


2adz/Benot over-come of evil, but overcome 
Leith good. nt Bi 
Pride and a ancy, and che 

motith, do I hates -Only 
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| anger,and clamour,and evil-ſpeaking, be«put a-| 


ge -not-your ſelves; but 


ord. Therefore, if thine Enemy hunger, fea *t 
ns the thirſt, give him drink; tor in ſoÞ © 
thou ſhalt -heap Coals of Fire. on bis 
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AS cripture-Gatechiſme. y 


3. Branch from 
Ambition. 


{1.4 Debortation 
- Afrom Ingratitude. 
+ x-. Towards God. 


= 
4 4 


2. Towards Men. 


2 Pet. 2. 4. 
Jude 6, 

Tia. 14. 12. 
Gen. 3. 6. 
Plal. 10. 4. 


Jer. 45. 4+ 


3s 
Joh. 4. 44- 
1 Cor, 10. 17, 


18, 
Mat, IT, 29 


Mat. 18. 4+ 


Mat. 23. 12+ , 


2 Sam; 18; 9, 
I4. 


x King. 2.25, 
Eph. 5, 29, 
Pſal. 149» L. 


Luke 17. 19. 
18. 


_—_ a. 


2 Cor. 32. 25. | 


eth me, ['that I am the Lord that exerciſe 1o- 
ving kindneſs, Judgment and righteouſneſs jn 
the Earth.' For in theſe things I delight, ſaith 
the Lord.. Pride caſt the Angels out of Hea. 
ven. Your firſt Parents out of Paradice ; and 
the wicked World into Hell. For the wicked, 
through 'the pride of his countenance, will not 
leek after God. : 
Behold, that which I have built, I will break 
down; and that which I have planted, will ] 
pluck up. And ſeekeſt thou great things for 
thy ſelf? ſeek them not. For, behold I will 
bring evil upon all fleſh. How can ye believe, 
who receive honour one of another, and ſeek 
not the honour which comes from God only, 
He that glorieth,let him glory in the Lord; for| 
not he that commendeth himſelf is approved, 
but whom the Lord commendeth. Learn 
me, for Iam meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
ſhall finde reſt to your Sdvls.. Whoſoever ſhall 
humble-himſelf, as a little Child, the ſame 3s 
Er ele the Kingdome-of Heaven. Whoſo- 
| 


w 


ever exalts himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and he 
that ſhall humble himſelf, (hall be"exalted. (Be 
ye not ambitious like Abſalor, and Adonijah, 


leaſt Ps artake of their Judgments and vyie- 
lent deaths.) # 
Give thanks always for all things unto God, 


ather in-my Name; For it is 8 od 
iſe ucito our God 3 ſor it is pleaſank 
E..is comely.. | Be .ye not therefore 
ul, the great fin of ingratitude, with 
 Hezekiah, and the nine Lepers, who rendered 


a 


Kb wt 5 - - | 
| laſt times, Men ſhall be lovers 
own Jelves, covetous, boaſters, prougy 
dient ro Parents, unthank 
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A Dehortation 
ſrom ſenſuality, or | 


Voaluptuonſneſs. 


| 


25. 1 


he 3h't. 7 


Ecel 195. 15. 
L7. 


Luk, <. 25. 


4 Pet. 2 13. 


i Tim. $. $- 
13. 
Jude 12. 


13. 
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| Zachgrias had done unto him, but ſlew his 
| 5011... T herefore his Servants conſpired againſt 
 h1wn, for the blood of the Son of Jehojade the 
Prieft, and flew him on his Bed. 

, Wholo loveth pleaſure ſhall be a poor man; 
 h2 that Javeth Wine and Oyl ſhall not be rich. 
| Woe unto the Lavd whoſe Princes eat in the 
| MOrning 3 But ble fled is the Land whoſe Princes 
eat in que leaſon; for ſtrength, and not for 
drunkennets. Woe unto you that are full; for 


tor ye (hall mourn and weep, For your miſe- 
ries that ſhall come upon you. Your riches are 
corrupted,and your Garments are Moth-eaten 
your Gold and Silver is cankered, and the ruſt 
of them ſhall be a witneſs againſt yon, and: 
fh21] eat your fleſh, as it were Fire: ye have li- 
ved in pleaſure on the Earth,and been wantonz 
ve have nouriſhed your hearts, as in a Day of 
laughter. Behold the Judge ſtandeth before 
[the Door 3 and my coming draWeth nigh , 
| when all ſuch ſhall receive the reward of un- 
| righteouſneſs ; As they that count it pleaſute 
to riqt in the Day time, and living in pleaſure, 
are dead yhilſt they are alive, Spots they are, 
and blamiſhes, ſporting themſelves with their 
own deceivings, while they feaſt with you, 
feeding themſelves without fear; Clouds they 
are without Water, Trees, whole fruit wither; 
ethz without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by 
[thee roots. Raging Waves of the Sea, foam; 
| ing out their own ſhame, wandring Stars, t 
[whom is reſerved the blackneſs of darkne 
' for ever, Beloved, remember the words whic 
| were ſpoken before of my Apoſtle, who to] 
'you there ſhuuld be mockers in theſe laſt times, 
| who ſhould walk after their own ungodly luſts; 
Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſen- 
| ſual, having not the Spirit. Loyers ef pleaſur 
{ more thap lovers of God. Thele-ae thoſe ſeg 
fers in theſe laſt days, walking after their ow 
luſt; apd ſaying, Where is the promiſe of h 
coming 2 For, fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all 
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ye (04}] hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now 3| 
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things. continue as they were from the i 


ning) = 
= EG 


A Scripture-Catechiſme. 
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|} 4 Dehortation 
Tfrom Inconſtancy. 


1 Cor. 15. 32 
Mat. 24. 38 


39 
42. 


Mat. 26, 41. 
Mat. 24. 44- 
Mat. 24. 48. 


45. 


50, 


$1, 


Ecclef, 1. 1. 


Eccleſ. 2. 9. 


19, 


L1, 


Eccleſ, 1.2» 


Gal. 6. 8, 


9, 


Gal. 3. 3; 


0 
| 
[ 


I 
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. | Therefore love not the World, nor the thing) 


CU ————— 


ning of the Creation, Let us eat and drink, for 
to morrow we ſhall die. For as in the Days 
that were before the Flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marr. 
age 3 and knew not until the Flood came, | 
and took them all away fo ſhall alſo my 
coming be. Watch therefore, and pray, leſt 
ye fall into temptation;For you know not what 
hour your Lord doth come. Therefore be you 
ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh. But if with that evil Ser. 
vant, you ſhall ſay in your hearts, my Lord de. 
ferreth his coming, and ſhall ſmite your fellow. 
Servants,and eat and drink with the drunken, 
I will come in an hour which you are not a- 
ware of, and cut you afunder, and appoint you 
your portion with the Hypocrites; there (hall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. Solomon 
the Preacher, the Son of David King of j/: 
rael, was'great, and increaſed more than al 
that were before him in Jeruſalem, who kept| 
not from his Eyes whatſoever they deſired, and 
with-held not his Heart from any joy ; For his 
Heart rejoyced in all his Labours, whoſe wil: 
dome alfo remained with him; when he look 
ed on aHthe works that his Hands had wrought, 
and the'Labour he had laboured to do ( as is 
before at large enumerated by him) makes 
this acknowledgment : Behold, All is Vanity, 
and Vanity of Vanities, and Vexation of Spi. 
rit, and there was no profit under the Sun, 


of the World ; For all that 1s in the World,the| 
Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and 
the Pride of Lite, is not of the Father, but 
of the World. And the-World paſleth away, 
and the Luſts therefore; but he that doth the 
will of God, abideth for ever. 

Be ye not weary of well-doing; for in due 
ſeaſon you ſhall reap, if ye faint not. He that 
ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 
Corruption. But he that ſoweth to the Spirit, 
ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting. Are 
there any ſo fooliſh, as to begin in the Spi- 


rit 


' 1. Branch of In- 
conſtancy >, Back-\ 
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2: Branch is As 
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A Scriptnre-Catechiſme, 


Heb. 10, 38, 


39. 


Pro 14: 14. 


Jer. J+ 22: 
Hoſe. 14. 4. 


Mat, 12. 43. 


44- 


45. 


2 Pet. 2, 20. 


21, 


22, 


Joh. 15. $, 


| 


| 
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perfect in the 
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rit, and to think to be made 
Fleſh ? 

It any Man have run well ; let none hinder 
you, that you ſhould not obey the truth. Re- 
member Lots Wite. No Man having put his 
Hand to the Plough, and looking back, is fit 
tor the Kingdome of God; It any Man draw 
back, my Soul ſhall have no vleathbe in him. 
But'ye are not of them that draw back, unto 
Perdition; but of them that believe, unto the 
{ſaving of the Soul, The back-{lider ſhall be 
filled with his own ways; but a good Man 
ſhall be ſatisfied from himſelf. Let back-{liding- 
Children return, and I will heal their back. 
{lidings, and will-love them freely. 

When the unclean Spirit 1s gone out of A 
Man, he walketh through dry places, ſeeking 
reſt, and findeth none. Then he ſaith, I will 
return unto my Houſe, from whence I came 
out ; and when he 1s come, he findeth it empty, 
{wept, and garniſhed : Then goeth he, and ta- 


. caſt out, as a 


keth with himſelf, ſeven other Spirits, more 
wicked than himſelf, and they enter in, andſ 
dwell there: And the laſt ſtate of that Man, | *. *? 
is worſe than the firſt. For if,after Men have|] ' * 
eſcaped the pollutions of the World, through | 
the knowledge*of (Me) the Lord and Saviour, 
they are again intangled therein, and over- 
come, the latter end is worſe with them than 
the beginning, For it had been better for 
them, not to have known the way of righte-| 
ouſneſs, then after they have known ir, to| 
turn from the holy Commandements delivered | ' © 
unto them : But it 1s happened unto them, ac-|- = 
cording to the true Proverb; The Dog is] 
turned to his own Vomit againz And the Sow}. 
that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the 
Mire. T am the Vine, ye are the Brances, he} _ 
that abideth in Me, and I in him, bringethÞy.: 
forth much fruitz for without me ye tan d 
nothing. 


If a Man abide not in me, he.is| * 
Branch, and is withered, and} »» 
Men gather them, and they are caſt into theſ* 


Fire,'. and they are burned. As the Father 
Y FA Ffrff 2 hath | 7 
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conſtancy, is the 


ſon againſt the ho- 
ly Ghoſt. 
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| Jer. 17, 136 


wat. 10, 22.'} Of living Waters. But he that endureth unto 


3. Branch of In- 1)ohn $. 1. If any Man ſee his Brother fin a in, which] 


| 


Joh. 2 31. YOu In my Jove. If ye contmre in my Word, 


Jam. 3. 25. free. Whoſo looketh into the perfect Law of 


| w 


A Scripture-Catechiſme. 
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9 | hath loved me, ſo have I] loved you; continue 


then are ye my DHciples indeed. And ye ſhall 


RY know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 


Liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 

a forgetful Hearer, but a doer cf tke oth | 
this Man ſhaſl be ble{led in his deed. IT am 
the Lord, the hope of 7ſrael; all that forſake 
; Me, ſhall be aſhamed, and they that depart 
from Me, (hall be written in the Earth, becauſe 
they have forſaken me, the Lord, the Fountain 


the end, (hall be ſaved. | 


is not unto Death, he (hall atk, and I will give 
him life; for them that fin not unto Death, 
There is a fin unto Death; I do not ſay, that 
Heb 6,4. |he ſhall pray for it. For it 1s impcſhble for 
thoſe, who were once enlightned, and have 
taited of the Heavenly Gitr, and were made 
F partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted 
the good Word of God, and the Powers off 
6. the World to come; It they ſhall fall away, 
to renew them again unto Repentance, ſeeing 
they crucjfie unto themſelves (Me) the Son of 
God afreſh, and put Me to an open ſhame. 
7. For the Earth which drinketh in the Rain] 
which cometh often upon it, and bringeth 
forth Herbs meet for them, by whom 1t is 
dreſſed,receiveth bleſſing from God ; But that 
which beareth Thorns and Briars, is reje&ed, 
and is nigh unto Curſing, whoſe end is to be] 
Heb. 10. 26, | burned. If then ye fin wiltully, after that ye 
have received the knowledge of the truth] 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sinz but 
27, a certain fearful looking for of Judgment, 
and Fiery indignation, which ſhall devour. the 
29, {Adyerſarics. He that deſpiſed _ Law, 

died without mercy, under two- or three wit-| 
25, | neſſes; Of how much ſoarer puniſhment ſup4 
poſe ye,ſhall be thought worthy, who hath trud- 
den under foot (Me) the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the Covenant wry 
with 
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The Preface t0 
the Connſels of the 
Lord Teſws. 

1. As to Diligence 
in out Calling. 

2. To Holy walk: 
wg with God. 


3. Againſs, Sin, 
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| Mat: 32:31, | 
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32. 


Pro. 3. 1, 


Rom. 12. 11. 
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|agSvr word againl(t-. 


rgiven unto. 


J the Son-of Mang/it 
ſhall: be forgiven- himz but whoſoever ſinneth| 
againſt; Holy Ghoſt,it-ſhall not- be forgiven{ 
him; in'this-World, nor. in the Wol 
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to come./-But- beloyed, I am perſwaded. bet 
| oft -you, . and things that accompany} 
I-thus ſpeak. Pray theretorep 


may not have dominion{ 
you be innocent from-the | 


SENS. 


great 1 gr 

My. Children, forge not my Law, but let 
a”; ck .Commandementsz For} 7 
" >, <q : long life, and peace ſhall. 4 
the add d-unto.y jon: 490 _ mge was m 7. 
ef -but-tervent 1n Spirit, terving the Lord &f. 
- AS'E noch rand Noah walked wich Gods a il q 
oſes ſeeing him-who is inviſible; So walk} 
qu as. pe of the-Light, and by the ſame 
A 5 | Fx 
ule fince your fellow(bip is with the Father| 
nd the Son. Angayou are made partakers of | 
e. nature. and being joyned unto, mey[” 


"* 


How attend co* my words, Ir het , oy 
s unto my {ayings ; let them not d Je-f, - 
your Eyes, keep:them in the mideſty*. 


| Conn ſel again T/; 


,,Conmſel againſt 

ext Company. 
To ſet God al- 
ways before ws. 

' "And to have an 
[Bye to Eternity, 
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Luk. 21 «36, 
Mat. 26, 41. 
Phil..4. I3."- 
Rom. 9/37 | 
Luk. 1.71. 


Eph. 5.11, 
Pro. 4 24,; 
Plal. 16{8. 1 


I Theſ.:$. 1%. 
1 Tim.'6; 12." 


2 Cor; 4. 28. | 


2 Core's.1. 1 
| 


Ge 
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Jer. 4+ I4. 
Pro. 4. 23. 
Mat. 15. 19. 


Rom, 11. 20, 
| Jam. 4. 6. 
*4 +2 1 


fcb. 13. 5. 


Enemies, and. from the handy of all that hate 


4this Tabernacle was diſſolved, you have. 1 


: I or Lia, | + 
1 } h l » ? > # 


| vers of; Waters run-down your Eyes, becauſe 
Men keep» not my Law. | 

Watch and pray always, leſt.,you run into 
temptarien3.through(Me)that ſtrengthens you, 
you. ſhajl: be able to do all things; And be 
more than .Conquerozs; and ſaved from your 


yOu. is) 


of darkneſs; 'nor go in the way of evil Men; 
;/but; rather reprove them. Set me always be- 
fore you3 And whether you {leep or wake, be 
'together.with nie. .Lay hold on Eternal Life, 
{ince the:things. that*are ſeen, are temporal; 
but'the-things 'that are not ſeen, are eternal, 


For yourknow, that if your Earthly Houſe of 
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Haye.no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works| 
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| Tamns ;an::them 3 For riches certainly 


, conard Heayen. Vanity of Vanities, 
7 3 honour the Lord with'your 


Pro. 19. 7. ' 


nor/any.thing "= Zur 

. Or/1s, n a 

+ Speak evil of no. 

ways, that .you offend not with your Tongues. | 

'Ler not waſting and deſtruction be in your 
JR r-waſt your ſubſtance among Ha 

books do ye ſpend Money, for that wich 


gy not Bread? And-ſet: your 'Eyes 
which 4g/not? It riches increate det not 
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inful and 


fluggiſhneſs. 


HY}JES. » 


| Geunſel againſt 
prophen ( wearing. 


= 


Fo- 


Counſel againfl i 1 Tim. 6. 20. 


7 


Eph. 4.29. 


- 


Mart. 12. 37» 


36. 


Connſel” againſt 


Counſel to watch 
over + reprove our 
Neiohbours,and pa - 
rently to receive 


Counſel to Fe: 


DConnſel corcern- 
your T a. 


T7 : 


of 


cxlig. 


Pro. 20. 13» 


Gal. 6+ 10» 


i 


1 Tim. 444- 


| 


\fied, and by. your words you ſhall be condem- 


which 15-10 Heaven. 


Levy- I9s Jo * 


Plal, 141+. $»' 


Luk. "096 


1 Cavs 10. -31 


Shun: prophane and. vain babling, for they 
will increaſe to more ungodlineſs 3 And let no 
Corry - communication come out of 'your 
Mouths, but that which is good, to the uſe.gf 
edifying, that it may miniſter Grace to the 
hearers. For by your words you ſhall be Jjufti-i 


ned ; And of every idle word that you ſþall 
ſpeak, you ſhall give an account thereot at the 
Day of Judgment. 

Swear not at all; But let your Communi- 
cation be yea, yea ;' nay, nay for whatſoever 
is more than theſe, cometh of evil. Let your 
light fo ſhine before Men, that they may fee 
your' good works, - and glorifie your Father 


Love-:not fleep, leſt you-come to poverty. 


You ſhall/not hate your Brother in your 
heart ;; 7 {ball in any wie rebuke your Neigh- 

ad-not- ſuffer ſin upon him,” Let the 
aus; reprove you z-for it tha 


lent-Oyt- hat pul not.break ron 4a 
As pt Work 
IG ws are of the houl- 


Ich a8 ah 
with- 1 
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.tiens 


| 
, 


an excel-| 


g00d..to- alli 


| Thether thereſote ze 
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Eph. 5-20, 


r you do,” do all to thi 


*; Give thanks alwayes for 
+54: Whaape God is 7OOC 
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1. Of Children 
towards their Pa-, 
rents. | 

2. Of Parents to, 


' their Children. | 


2. Of Husbands 
to their Wives. 


4. Of Wives to 


their Husbands, 


5. Of Servants, 


6. of Maſters. 
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. 


Eph. 6. 9. 
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; which 1s the firſt Commandement with pro- 
, miſe, That it may be well with you, and you 
| may live long on the Earth. Parents provoke 
' not your Children tro wrath, but bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Husbands drink Waters out of your own Ci- 


—_  ——— 


——_———_—_—  —  - - — ——— _ —  — 


homs Rejoyce with the Wife of your Youth. 


Embrace not the boſome of a ſtranger. Love 
your Wivesz as I allo loved my Church, and 
gave my felt for it. So ought you to love 
, your Wives, even as your own Bodies. He that 
loveth his Wite, loveth himſelf, for they two 
are one Fleſh. Dwelling with them according 
to knowledge, and honouring them as the wea- 
ker Veſlels, and as being Heirs together of the 
grace of Lite. 

Wives, let your adorning be not that which 
is outward, but that of the hidden Man of the 
heart. See that you reverence your Husbands, 
ſubmitting your ſelves unto them, as unto the 
Lord, and as to your head; For as my Church 
is ſubje&t unto Me, as its Head; ſo be you to 
your own Husbands, in every thing. Love your 
' Husbands, love your Children; be diſcreet, 


. ' Hat, and keepers at home, And of a quiet 


| and meek Spirit. 

Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
| Maſters, according to the Fleſh, with fear and 
| trembling, in finglenefs of your hearts, as unto 
' Me; not anſwering again, nor purloyning,, but 
ſhewing all good fidelity. Not with Eye-ſervice, 
as Men-pleaſers; but as my Servants, doing 
the will of God from the heattz with good- 
, will, doing ſervice as to Me,not to Men. Know- 
ing that whatſoever any good thin} any of you 
' doth, the ſame ſhall ye receive of Me, wh 
ther ye be bond or free. 


Maſters, do the ſame things unto your Ser- 
vants, forbearing threatning, knowing that your 
Maſter is*in Heaven, neither is there reſpe&'of 


Perſons with him. q' 
Walk in wiſdome towards them that-'are 


without; And let your ſpeech be always with 
, Hhhh grace 


Ee rr eee am 


—_—_— 
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F 
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| 


| Counſel as to 
Jour Carriage to- 
wards thoſe within. 


Counſel as to the 
| Obſervation of 

God's mercics, . 
works, and prom- 
Aences. 


A 

Connſel to at- 
tend your anſwer, 
and return of 
 { Prayer. 


|. Counſel as to our 


S % 


hebaviour. under 


afflitions and per- 
cutions. 


| 


kts | 


Tit. 2. 8. 


Pial. 101.2, | 


Pial. 31. 1. 


Mat. 7. 6. 


Exod. 23. 2. 
Pro. 1- 1. 


IS. 
Rom, 14. 13. 


Luk. 17, 1. 


©. 
Pal. 6. 9- 


Ifa,21. 8. 

Plal. 85. 8. 
Plal. 91,15, 
Iſa- 65. 24. 


Heb. 12 s, 


|nor put a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to 
(fall in your Brothers way. It is impoſſible, but 


they of the contrary part may be aſhamed, x 
having no evil thing to ſay of you. Behave| 
your ſelves Wiſely in a perfe&t way. Keep your | 
Mouths as with a Bridle, while the wicked are! 


| before you. Caſt not your Pear] betore Swine ;' 
| nor give that which is holy unto Dogs, leſt they 


trample them under their Feer,and rurn again, 
and rent you. Follow not a Multitudeto doevil; 
It Sinners entice you, conlent you not 5 walk 
you not in the way with them; Refrain your 
Feet from their Path, Judge not one another, 


that offences will come, but woe unto them 
through whom they come. 

Be ye all of one minde, having compaſſion 
one of another; love as Brethren, be pitriful, 
be courteous; not rendering evil for evil, nor 
rayling for rayling; but contrariwiſe bleſling. 

Remember my works and wonders of old, 
and forget not all my benefits ; Meditate alſo, 
and talk of my doings, who hath forgiven 


1T will anſwer. 


your iniquities, and healed all your Diſeaſes, 
and- redeemed your lives from deſtruction; 
who crowneth you with loving kindneſs, and 
tender mereies; who fſatisfieth your Mouths 
with good things, fo that your Youth is re- 
newed like the Eagles: who hath heard your 
{upplications, and received your Prayers. 
Stand continually on your Watch -Tower, 
and hearken what I the -Lord (that heareth 
Prayer) will ſay unto you. You (hall call upon 
Me, and I will anſwer 3 Yea, before you call, 


My Children, deſpiſe not my chaftning, nor 
faint when you'are rebuked of Me; For whom 
[love;T chaften, and ſcourge every Son whom: 


I receive. 'If you endure chaſtning, I deal with] 


you as with Sons; For, what Son is he whom 
the Father chaſtneth not? Bur if ye be with. 


_ out; 


I" _ - 


- WIGS. — WW ER CC CR 


- wr TR, G— OR ————C—_—_———— 


| i, 


— 
- - - OCT EEO Gr Io Oo eo 


| 2 Cor. 1.5 
} 
| | 
| 1Per. 4. 14 
| 7 
| ; 2 Cor. 4.17 
| 
| 
| 
| '2 Tim 2. 12, 
| 
| Heb. 12, 12 
4. 
' | 
| | Heb, 4 Iv 
| . | 
' Py 
| Heb. 12.3. 


Mat. 10, 24. 


Gal. 5. 1. 
13. 


Connſel as to the 


right uſe of our, 
Chriſtian Liberty. 


| 1 Cor. 6. 12. 


| Againſt the aby-| Rom.6. 1. 
ſing of grace, | Rom. 3.8, 
| 


Jude 4. 


Tothe Duties of prayer, 1 Pet. 4 7. 
ſelf- denyal, bearing the Mar. 16. 24. 


| Counſel ts our 2 Pet. 1. 10. 
growing 11 Grace. h \0; 1 


| CD s | 
T« 


; Rom. 14 21, 


Croſs, and perſeverance. Mag. 19. 22. 
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A Scriptrtre-Catechiſme. Zo1 


— — ————  — — 


out Chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers; | 


, then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons. Your Fa- 
|thers chaſten you after their own pleaſure, 
{but T for your profit, that you may be parta- 
kers of my Holineſs. No chaſtning for the 


preſent ſeems to be joyous, but grievous; Ne- j 


vertheleſs, afterwards it yicldeth the peaceable 
truits of righteonſneſs, unto them that are ex- 
erciled thereby. All that will live godly in me, 
ſhall ſuffer perſecution. But as my ſufferings 
abound in you, ſo your Confolations abound 
by Me. For the Spirit of Glory,and of God, 
reſteth upon you. And your light affiition, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for you a 


alſo Raign with Me. Lift up therefore the 
Hands that hang down, and feeble Knees, and 
make ſtreight Paths for your Feet. Ye have 
not reſiſted unto blood, ſtriving againſt Sin. 
Wherefore conſider me the Captain of your 
Salvation, that was made perfe& by ſufferings, 
and 'that endured ſach contradiction of ſinners 
againſt my ſelf , leſt you be weary and faint 
in your minds; For the Diſciple 1s not above 
his Maſter, nor the Servant above his Lord. 
Stand faſt therefore in that liberty, in which 


berty. for an occaſion to the Fleſh, nor to the 


bur all things 4re not convenient. 


Nor do evil, that good may come, whoſe dam- 
nation 1s juſt 3 neither turn my Grace into La- 
ſciviouſnels. 

| Watch unto Prayer; Deny your ſelves, and 
take tp your Croſs, and follow Me. He that 
{endurerh unto the end ſhall be ſaved. 

Give diligence to' make your Calling and 


F bing — Add to your Faith, Vertue; to 


'Vertue' 


| 


owledge ; to Knowledge, Tempe- 
ranger; Temperance, Patience ; and to Pa- 
tience; Gddlineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly 
Hhhh'2"” kind 


_—_———_—_— 


WO — — 


[far more exceeding and Eternal weight of 
Glory. For, it you ſutter with me, you ſhall | 


offence of your weak Brother ; but by love 
ſerve one another: All things are lawful to you, | 


Continue not in fin,that Grace may abound 3 


—_ 


| 


. 


| 


I have made you free; only uſe not your li-| 
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A Scripture-Catechiſme. 


——_ —_—  — 


the Antidotes. 


Antidotes given 
by the Lord Jeſw 


againſt 


IT. 


The Preface t0i 1Joh.4. 1. 


1 Tim, 4. I. 


4. 


2 Thef. 2.3. 


2, 
8, 


I2, 


1 Joh 4.3. 


2 Thel. 2. 3. 


4. 


{kindneſs 3 and to Brotherly kindneſs, Charity, 
, For if you do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall; 
| For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you 
| abundantly into my everlaſting Kingdom, 


| 


| 


Luk, 22+: 25+ 


—— — — 


Beloved, believe not every Spiric 5 but t 
the Spirits, whether they be of God ; bona 
many falſe Prophets are gone out into the 
World. And my Spirit ſpeaketh exprelly, that 
in theſe latter times, ſome ſhall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, and 
Dofrines of Devils. Speaking lies 1n hypocri- 
ſie, having their Conſciences ſeared with an 
hot Iron. Forbidding to marry ; . and com- 
imanding to abſtain from Meats, which God 
bath created to be received with thankſgiving 
of them which believe, and know the truth, 
For every Creature of God is good, and no- 
thing to be refuſed, if it be received with 
thankſgiving. Let no Man therefore deceive 
you by any means, neither by Spirit, nor by 
Word, nor by Letter; For that wicked one is 
now revealed, whom I the Lord have bgan to 
conſume with the Spirit of my Mouth, and will 
deſtroy with the brightneſs of my coming. E 
ven him, whoſe coming hath been after the] 
working of Sathan, with all Power, and Signs, 
and lying Wonders. And with all deceivable- 
neſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh; 
becauſe they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved. And for this cauſe, 
God hath ſent them ſtrong Deluſions, that 
they ſhould believe a lie; That they all might 
be Damned, who believed not the truth, but} 
had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. This is that] 
Spirit of Anti-Chriſt, whereof you have heard, 
that it ſhould come, and even now already it 
is in the World. | 
That Son of Perdition, wha oppoſeth, a 
exalteth himſelf, above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhipped. So that he, as God, {it- 


teth in the Temple of God, (the Chriſtian 
Church ) ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 


The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip 
over them; and they that exerciſe Authority 


\ 
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"A $ exipurere- G Gatechiſme. 


cod £ - ſeveral He- wP) | up pon them are called Benefaſtors : Futye ſh 


not b&ſo ; But he ghat is 
reſies an@ Errors | | let him be as the Yo 


| Mar. 23.8. | 3S he that doth ſerve,” B 
_ , | led Rabbi, for one-1S' 
1. Againſt the ». .. |andall ye are Zrethfen : ; 
Popes Supremacy. 4 Father upon Earth”, fa One 15. 7 | 
i Per. 5. 3. | which is in Heaven : Nor be ye ca ed Maſters, 
| nor be. ye as Lords over Gods Heritage 3 For one 
Mas. 23. 10. | is your Maſter,even Chriſt.:  Zut he thatis grea- 
teſt amongſt you, (ſhall be your Servant ; And] 
| he that Exalteth himſelf, ſhall be Abaſed; and} 
he that (hall humble himſelf, ſhall be Exal- 
| « ted, #-* 
2, Againſt, the wo wy 19. None is via fave one, that bh. oh There 
Infallibility. | X57 "that Good, | 
apes TOY |  Annerh "if ye ſay that) ye 
(Joh 16. have-not (int ed, -yc ke od a Lyar, and 
Jam 3.1 \his'W. is notin you | e many} .. 
gy alt AE ring) ye ſhall __— the genes i 
oP eN ." For or in many things ye offen 1 
wt .'» "The. e.C $i ntion was ſharp berth Paul} . * 
At-139. ar - x. they parted: aſunder Avd 2 4 
Kev. 22, 8, |." Jo x24 elldown to Worſhip before the Feet gf 
- 9... | the? es - Yi > know in part, and Pc phefic p #.* 
x Core 13-9» | ants Perer' who, was firſt, and whom 3B 
| Mar. 10,% | called} Zephas ow | IP etation, a Stone 1 and} ax 
| Joh. b 42 N a ſec med tc DEM: | ,walked not pri | }.- | 
| accord tingzoth oy rat of m— nd 
| . CTO\ ed twice, Seven 1C 2: 
res is his x > Suc- 


ſthis Man of cnboth wack eel : IF 
techs ho © 1 forgive fins but "Ty 
' «7 wy Lord , for-| > 
_ "that | 
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n Gu 


A 


Scripture-Cateebiſme. 


and Decretals. 


ns 


5. Againſt the 
Popes power, to add 
to the Scriptures 3 
or to bind, Conſci- 
ence by his Canons, 


4 Rev, 19.13. 


: 


» 


2Tim. 3, 1. 


I, | of, 1 Rev- 11. 7 
| A Ezek. 17 16+) Zedikzah, a Diſpiſer of Oaths, and a Breaker; 


Mar. $5. 19, 
Pro. 30. 5+ 


Plal!. 19.7. 


Pro. 30. 6, 


Gal. 1.8, 


2 Tim. 3. 17. good Works, Add thou not unto his Wordy, 


Rev. 13,12, | O! 
\  qthe:Dragong:Cthe Devil ) hath any Dominion 
2 Cor- 1:24. Oyer-your Falth 3 But are Helpers of your Joy: 


Deur. 12 32. edunto 


F'7 

\ his Soub-with 'a Bond, He ſhall not break his 
Word ; heſhall do according to all that proceed- 
eth out of his mouth : But in theſe laſt dayes, 
the Beaſt that aſcendeth out of the Bottomelels 
Pit, is a. Truce.breaker ; and with perhdious 


of Covenants; Whoſoever therefore ſhall break! 
one of the leaſt of theſe my Commandments; 
1and (hall teach men ſo, He ſhall be called the! 
leaſt in theKingdome of Heaven. | 

Every Word of 'God is pure; and the Lay 
tof the Lord is-perfe&, that the Man of God 


may-be perfe&t, throughly Furniſhed unto all 


CI—_— 


leſt he e thee, and thou be found a Lyazr.| 
For, neither Peter,nor Paxl, much leſs the Pope, | 
nor "the Falſe” Prophet, the Koman Church) 

that other Beaſt coming out of the Earth, that 
mth Two Hornes like a Lambe ; but ſpeaks like 


wm 


th you ſtand: For though they, « 
Lnger Mom Heaven, preach any cther Gol} 
# than that whichmy Apoſtles have preacks 

bn, Jet him be accurſed : Whatſoeve 
wand; obſerve.to do. them; you 


o 
- —=T 
3 


For by4 


= 1X2) - 


Rey.21.18. all not : I nor diminiſh from them : For'it - 
© any wſhall add unto theſe things, God (hall 
+: add unto'nm-theFlapucs that are written mf 

A9e Tt js. ou Ad if | » (hall take awai 


this Prop 


A | Scriptibe-C atecbifute. 


| deed have a ſhew of Wiſdome i in willarorſhip, b 
| and Humility, and neglecting of the body,\nor |# 
| \in any "Honour to the -ſatisfying;of the leſt; >| 
s | Rem. 14.17. For the- Kingdom of God snot Meat and 
| 
| 


_ 


Drink, but Righteouſneſs, \ahd Peace, and 
| Eph, 2. 20. - 

0 Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. e are built] 
| pon tHe Foundation of the ets and A+ 
poltles, I my ſelf being the Cheif-eorner 

e . - |St __ M , 
Againſs .the| Joh. 6. 44. man can come nnto Me, except the Fa- 
k p br , oſ bel ther which hath ſent Me draw him 3 and I will} 
1 Cannonize Saints, | 3 |raiſe him up at. the laſt day 3 All that the Fa-j' © 
IE. o-7=challleny- ther-giveth Me, ſhall come unto Me, and him - 
. rate any from bes thatcometh-to Me, I will in no wiſe caſt out ; 
| WM ling Saints. Joh. 10.29. | My Father which gave them Me is preater than 
| all, andnomanis able to pluck them out oh, my| 
wag hand.VVoe then to the Ido] Shep hep 
leaveth the Flock, and hath the Inftru- 
Is, melts of a F Shepherd, in whom, now is |. 
fulfilled what I foretgld by my Prophet : : For] 
willraiſe up a Shepheard in-the Land, which 
rg lat thoſe that be cut oft; neither ſhall 
theyoung One, nor heal that which isbro.Þ 
,* nor F Ec {=o that ſtandeth ſtill ;*- bur = 
5 | of the Fat, and tear the} 
269 : The Sword ſhall be upon his 
_ 7 right Eye; his Arme ſhall} vj 
p,- and hjs' right Eye (hall b ail -4 
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7. Againſt the 
Popes Power to ex- 
bk erciſe the Civill 


that will not re- 
cetve bis DoGrine. 


1. Antidotes given 
165 the Lord Jeſw 
1ainft ſeveral He-' 

reſiesand Errors of 

e. Apoſtate Ro-. 

Taware Church. 


I 1dotatyy ; of he; - 


Sword againſt thoſe\ 


PW. 


I.  4g4inſt the 5 


2 Tim. 3.9- |proceed no, further, for (his ) folly fhall be mail 
,nifeſt to all Men. 


I Tim, 3. 2. 
3. 
Mat. 26.51. | 


Rev. 13. 10, 


Rev. 16. 5+ 
6, 


Mat. 24. 48. 


49, 


C©s 


SI, 


Rom. 6.10. 
Heb. 9, 12,.. 


Heb. 7. 27% | 


+ 


[and appoint} him. his portion with Hypocrites, 


I 


A Biſhop then muſt be blamelefs, not given 
ro Wine, no ſtriker, not greedy offilthy lucre, 
but patient, not a Brawler, not coyetous. Even 
when Peter drew his Sword, (in a far better 
quarrel, * then his: pretended Sncceffor fights 
tor); I ſaid,unto him,put up again thy Sword 
into his place, for all they that (thus without 
Commiſhon from Me) take the Sword, ſhall 
periſh with the Sword. He that leadeth into 
Captivity, muſt go into Captivity; and he that 
(thus) killeth with the Sword, muſt be killed] 
with the $word. For I am righteous, who have| 
judged thus. That they that have ſhed the 
blood of*the; Faints and Prophets, ſhall have 
_ them blood to drink, for they are wor- 
thy. This is that evil Servant, which hath ſaid 
in his heart, my Lord delayeth his,coming; 
and doth+begin to {mite his fellow-ſervantz, 
and to cat/and drink with the drunken ; I the 
Lord ofthis 'Serygat,will come in a Day, when 
be looketh'not forme, and in an Hour thar he 
is not aware; of ; and; wilt cut him afunder,| 


thers (hall-be wailing and gnaſhing of Tecth, 


Pa. 
- 
: 


4 
cot 


he that died ants fin once : And by 
od cntred--in,once' into the holy} 
on al Reedemptic 
wly, as thoſe High 
x for my own fins, 
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46 For this I did once 
« _ p WW 
W oeto the blo 


A Scriptare-Catechiſme. 307 


. Againſt the 
falſe Do@rine of 
Purgatory. : 


by _ 


3. Againſt the 
Praying to, and 


worſhip of the 


6. $5. 
a 


63, 


Heb. 10. 11, 


' 1 Joh, 2+ 2+ 


| Heb, It. 5. 
2 King. 2.11, | 
Luk. 16. 22. 


Luk. 23. 43- | The ; Thief dying, was that Day with Me in 
e 


Rev. 14.13. | Paradice. And 


Pal. 9. 17. 


. Pal. 65; IL, 
25 
Pal. 625+ 


x Sam. 12.24. 
Mat, 4. 10, 


Rey. 17, 16. , 


{pirit that quickneth,the fleſh profiteth nothing 3 
the words that I ſpeak unto you are ſpirit, and 


| up often-times the ſame Sacrifices, which can 
| never take away ſins : But after I had offetd 
, one Sacrifice for ſins, for ever, I fat down at} 
| the right hand of God ; I am the Propitiation 


| bours, and their works follow them 5 But the 


= of 


deed, and my Blood is Drink indeed ; , I ex-| 
plaiged my ſelf, and added, Doth this offend 
you? What,and if ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man 


aſcended up, where he was before? It is the} 


they are lite. Every Prieſt therefore, of that A- 
poſtate Church, which daily miniſter, and offer | 


for your fins. 
I-by my ſelf have purged your fins; and by}. 
one' Offering, have perfected for ever,thoſe thar | 
are ſanified. Yea, this is the Covenant that I| 
have made with youz your fins and iniquities 
will I remember no more. Now, where remilſ- | 
fion of theſe is, there is no more offering for 
fin : Much-leſs is there need of a Purgatory- 
Fire, to purge the Souls of any redeemed ones. 
Exoch was tranſlated, that he ſhould nat ſee 
Death; E/ijah went up by a Whirl-wind into 
Heavens Lazarns the Beggar died, and was 
carried, by the Angels into Abraham's bolome; 


{ſed are they that dye in 
the Lord, that they may reſt from their La- 


wicked ſhall be turned into Hell. Where is 
then. to be found in God's Word, this third 
place, for the tormenting and puritying of the 
Saints, | 
I am he that heareth Prayer; unto me ſhall 
all fleſh come, unto me ſhall the Vow be per- 
formed. Wait' you therefore only upon God, 
for ;your Expectation is from him. You ſhall] 
worſhip: the Loxd your- God, and him only} 
ſhall you ſerve.| Then not Saints and Angels} 


(as doth the Kpmexe Whore ) The Woman} 

... |arrayed.;in_Patple and Scarlet colour, and 

 ... | decked, with; Gpld and precious Stones, and 
3  , |[Pearly.baving-a| Golden Cup in her band, full} 2 
- - of .abamipations and filthineſs of her Fornica-} £7 
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2. Of Angels. 


Againſt the 


rſhipping of Pi-; 
res and Images. 


Eccl. 9. 5. 


6, 


Iſa, 63. 16. 


Eph. 3 12. 
Col. 2, 18. 


Rev. 19, 10. 


Judg. 13.16. 


Joh. 14. 6. 


I Tim. 2; 5. 


| Mar. 10. 19, 


Exo, 30, 4. 


| of them that hate Me 5 And ſhewing merc 
"| unto thor 


Rer, 13. 1. {the Beaſt; that roſe up out of the Sea, having 


Rey. 14. 9 : 
-'[him, 'andHis'Tmage, and receive his Mark in 


Further, confider the Dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more reward; 
for the memory of them 1s forgotten: Alſo, 
their love, 'and their hatred, and their envy is 
now periſhed; neither have they any more a 
portion, for ever in any thing done under the 
Sun. Doubtleſs God 1s your Father, though 
Abrahas: be ignorant of you, and 1/7ael ac- 
knowledge you not: Unto whom you have 
boldneſs, and acceſs with confidence, by the 
faith of Me. Let no Man therefore beguile 
you of your reward, in Voluntary Humility, 
and worſhipping of Angels,intruding into thoſe 
things, which he hath not ſeen, vainly puft up 
by his fleſhly mind. An Angel, when Joh 
fell at his feet to worſhip him, ſaid 3 See thou 
do it not; I am thy fellow-ſervant, and of thy 
Brethren, that have the teſtimony of Jeſus, 
wor{bip God. And an Angel ſaid to Afanoath, 
if thou wilt offer a burnt-oftering, thou mult 
ofter it unto the Lord. I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Lifez no Man cometh unto the 
Father, but by Me, that one Mediatgg betwixt 
God and Men. 

You knew the Commandements, Thou ſhalt 
not make unto thee any graven Image, or any 
likeneſs of any thing, that is in Heaven above, 
or that is in the Earth beneath, or thar is in 
the Water under the Earth. Thou ſhalt not 
bow dowhn' to them, nor ſerve them; *For 1 
the Lord, = God, am a jealous God; Vilit- 
ing the iniquity of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
dren , unto the third and fourth. Generation 


of them that love Me, - and 
keep' my Commandements. Why then doth 


ſeyen Heiids, and ten Horns; and upon his 
Horns, ten Crowns; and upon his Heads, the 
Names of Blaſphemy z And thoſe that worlkip 


'-]their' Forehead, or in their Hand, Rejeft the 
Mar+7+9'7 |eorfititidgithts of God, that they may keep 
2 {their owh Traditions ? Blaſphemouſly leaving 


ous 
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Joh. 3 19. 
I'a. 46. 18. 


Iſa. 42.8. 


7. 


AP. 10. 2:2, 


Ia. 45. 6, 


Exod. 32, 
4, 5, 6. 
Judg. 17 3. 
4, 12, 13. 
2 King. 12, 
28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33- 


Rom. AF 2 


22,23» 


Pal. $7.7» 


Job 15, 14. 


Job 14. 4+ 
Plal. $1. 5. 


Gen. 6. 5. 


Eph. 2. 3. 
Eph. 28 EF, 


Pro. 20. 9. 


Ececl, 9, 20, 
Job 2. 3. 
Job 42.6. * 
Pſal. 1436 2. 


Dan: 9.8. 


4 | 
AR. 9.15. 


Kom, 17. 24+ / 


' | ye iken God? Or what likeneſs will ye com- 


*[life; and breath, and all things. They laviſh 


| they'worſhip their Gods in thoſe Idol-Repre- 


| fuſion'of face,” becauſe he had finned againſt 


| out of their Decalogue,in ſome of their Books, | 
this Commandement ? As hating the Light, 
becaufe their deeds are evil, To whom will 


pare with him? I am the Lord, that is my 
Name, and my Glory will I not give to a- 
nother, nor my praiſe to graven Images. They 
{hall be turned back, they ſhall be greatly a- 
ſhamed, that truſt in graven Images. God is 
not worſhipped with Mens hands, as though 
he needed any thing, ſeeing he giveth to all, 


Gold out of the Bag, and weigh Silver in the 
Ballance, and hire a Goldſmith, and he ma- 
keth it a God. Did not the 7/raelites thus 
| worſhip God in the Golden Calf at Horeb, In 
Atfica's Teraphim and Images, and in Jero- 
boam's Calves in Den and Bethel? Yea, did 
not the Heathens formerly, and do not the 
Pagans now,profeſs,that they, worſhip not their 
| Idols; as believing them to be Gods? Bur 


ſentations. Wherefore, confounded be all they 
that :ſerve graven Images, that boaſt them- 
ſelves of Idols. Worſhip him all ye Gods. 
What is Man, that he ſhould be clean. anc 
he that is born of a Woman, that he ſhould be} 
righteons!? Who can bring a clean thing out 
of an*unelean? Not one. Behold,you were| 
ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did your Motbers| 
conceive you, 'And every Imagination of your 
Heaft is evil, and evil continually : Yea, by 
Nature you are all the Childrerr of wrath, and 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Who can ſay, I 
have made my. Heart clean? I am pure from 
my fin ? There is not a juſt-Man. upoo Earth, | 
that doth good, and ſinneth not. if my Ser- 
vanes:Jeb abhorred himſelf, and repented in 
Duſt and/Aſhesz And David profeileth, that 
in my' fight, no Man living ſhall be juſtified; 
And Diqniel confeſſed, to him belonged con-ſ 


Mes "And Paxl, my choſen Vegdel, cried out, 


O wretthed Man thar I am, who ſhall deliver 
| Kkkk 2 me; 
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6. Againſt the 
| falſe Do@rine con- 
cerning free-will. 
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Rom. 9. 18. | 


1 Joh. 1, 8. 


Dan. 7.8. 


-I, 


1 Cor. 1. 21, 


Rom. 9. 16. 


Rom. 9. 18, 


Eph. 2.8. 


Rom. 6, 23; 


Joh. 5. 25 


Col. 2. 1s. 


Iſa 64. 6; 


Iſa. 44. 24- 


25. 


Rom. 3. 20, 


AT, 


— 


me from the body of this Death ? In me, that 
is, in my Fleſh, there dwelleth no good thing; 
And my beloved John declares, it ye ſay you 


truth is not in you3 Yea, my ſelf commanded 
my Apoſtles,and all my Saints, to acknowledy, 
that when they have done all thoſe things that 


are commanded them, ſay, Ye are unprofitable 
Servants; We have done that which was our 
duty to do. Then how dares that little Horn, 
that hath a Mouth, ſpeaking great things, and 
makes War with the Saints, and for a time 


* | prevailes againſt them, with his Abetters, pre. 


(ume to aflert and teach theſe damnable Do. 
trines? That all Children after Baptiſm, have 
no Original Sin. And that in, and by nature, 
Man hath a free-will, and 1s able, and mz 
with ſome help of grace, keep and fulfill the 
whole Law; And not only that ſome of then 
merit {alvation,and juſtifie themſelves by their 
good works, before God ; but do ſuper-erro- 
gate, and merit falvation for others alſo. 


Wherefore, let him that glorieth, glory in 
the Lord; For it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth; but of God that 
ſheweth mercy. To will, is preſent with re, 
ſaith my Servant Pau/z But how to performe 
that which is good, I finde not; For it is God 
that worketh in you, both to will and to do, 
of his good pleaſure. And your faith is the gift 
of God; and ſo 1s Eternal Life. The Dead 
ſhall hear the Voice of Me, the Son of God, 
and they that hear, ſhall live. For you hath 
God quickned, together with me, being dead 
in-ſins and treſpaſles. Wherefore ſay with my 
Prophet 7ſaiah, we axe all as an unclean thing, 


{and all onwrighteouſneſs,are as filthy rags. In 


the Lord have I righteoufneſs and ſtrength, 
In the Lord fhall all the Seed of 7/rae! be ju- 
ſtifed,and (hall glory. Fherefore by the deeds 
of the Law, there (ball no fleſh be juſtified; 
For' by 'the Law, is 'the knowledge of fin. But 


now the Righteouſneſs of God without the 
| FEY Law, 


have no fin, ye deceive your felves, and the]. 


| 
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| The Preface of 
the Lord Jeſws to 
bis Antidotes , 4- 
gainſt ſeveral other 


| Hereſies and Errors 


of the laſt times. 
| 
| 


Antidotes, firſi 
againſt Atheiſme. 


Law is manifeſted,being witneſied by the Law, 


22. and the Prophets. Even the righteouſneſs of 
| God, which is by faith of me unto all, and 
23. | upon all them that believe; For there is no 


difference, for all have finned, and come ſhort 
2 Cor. 5. 21. | Of the glory of God. For, I which knew no 
ſin, was made (in for you, that you might be 
made the righteouſneſs oft God, which is in 
Rom. 10.4- | mez Who am the end of the Law for righte- 
' ouſnels, to every one that believes; And am 
made of God, to you wildome, and righteoul- 
\neſs, and ſanfifhcation, and redemption, 
2Tim 3.1. | This know allo, that in thele laſt days, pe- 
| rilous times ſhall come; for Men ſhall be lovers 
| of themſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſ- 
| phemers, diſob2dient to Parents, unthankful, 
 unholy 3 without natural affection, truce-break- 
ers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers 
4. | of thoſe that are goad; I raytors, heady, high- 
| minded, lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers 
5+ | of God; having a forme of Godlineſs, but 
denying the Power thereof; from ſuch turn 
away. For of this ſo, are they which creep into 
| Houſes, and lead Captive filly Women, laden 
| with fins, led away with divers luſts; ever 
Te | Lencglinnd never able to come to the know- 
, | ledge of the truth. Now as Janes and Jam- 
| bres with-ſtood Moſes, ſo do thele allo refiſt 
| the truth, Men of corrupt mindes, reprcbate 
as concerning the faith; But they (hall pro- 


1 Cor. 1. 39. 


2, 


9. 
|ceed no further; for their folly ſhall be mani-| 

feſt to all Men, as theirs was. 
Plal. 14.1, The Fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is no| 


God, they are corrupt, they have done abomi- 
| nable works, there 1s none that doth good. 
Rom- 1.18, | Therefore the wrath of God 1s revealed from 
Heaven, againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of Men ; who hoJd the truth in unrigh; 
19, |teouſneſs; Becauſe, that which may be known 
of God, is manifeſt in them, For God hath 
ſhewed it unto thems For the inviſible things 
| of him,” fromthe Creation of th2 World, are; - 
cleerly ſeen, being underſtood by the thing 
that are :made, even his Eternal Power and 
""LILE--5 God- 


20, 
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aniſme. 


be God. 


2. Againſt 
Hereſte of Ari- 


| God-head ; ſo that they are without excuſe. 
; O 


the Joh. 17. 25. | 
Joh. 14. 6. | 


| JPY. 


 Johs 14. 9. 


Joh. 10. 3. 
3%, 
Joh. 1. I» 


' Men. 


Zo Againſt or! 3 Joh. g. 7. 
Hereſie of denying 
the Holy Ghoſt to 


Max. 28. 18. 
i9, 


Gen- 1.2, 
Pal. 33. 6. 


Joh. 15.26. 
Joh. 16. 13. 
I4 
AR. $, 3+ 


 fible God. By me were all things created. that 


—— 


righteous Father, the World hath not 
known Thee, but I have known Thee. No 
Man cometh to the Father, but by Me. No man 
hath ſeen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, who is in the boſome of the Father, he! 
hath declared him. He that hath ſeen Me, hath' 
{een the Father; For I and the Father am one. 
Believe alſo my works, that ye may know and 
believe, that the Father 1s in Me,and I in him, 
For in the beginning was I the Word, and the 
Word was with God,and the Word was God. 
All things were made by Me, and without 
Me was not any thing made, that was made, 
In me was life, and the life was the light of 
I the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt 
amongſt you,and ye beheld my glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. I am the image of the invi- 


are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible 
and inviſible z whether they be Thrones,or Do- 
minions,or Principalities,or Powers; All things 
were created by Me, and for Me; I am before 
all things, and by me all things conſiſt. 

There are three that bear Record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
and theſe three are one. 

I ſpake unto my Apoſtles, and true Mini- 
ſters, ſaying, Go ye therefore, and teach all 
Nations, | Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
What high -blaſphemers then are they, that 
deny the Holy Ghoſt to be God ? The Spunt 
of God moved,upon the Waters; And by the 
Word of the Lord were the Heavens made, 
and all the Hoſt of them, by the Spirit of his 
Mouth. The Spirit of Truth,which proceedeth 
from the 'Father, He ſhall teſtifie of Me. For 
he ſhall-not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſoever 
he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak; He ſhall glo 
rifie Me, for he ſha}l receiye of mine, and ſhall 
ſhew it gato you, .Peter ſaid unto Ananias, 10 
that thou haſt lied to the Holy Ghoſt, _ 
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5. Againſt Poli- 


6. Againſt the 
or ſakin 
g of  Gofpel- 


Ordinances. 


| 
| 


| 


4+ 
Mat; 12. 31. 


2 Cof.-13. 14, 
Joh. 16. 19. 
Job 9. 20. 

Rom, 15, 16. 


4. Againſt the | I Theſ. 4. 3; 
Hereſte of Commus- 
nity of Women, 


x Cor. 9. 2. 


Mat 19. 4+ 


Mal, 2. 14. 


| OP 


1Thef, 5.19. 
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| haſt not lied unto Men, but unto God. Where- 


tore I ſay unto you, all manner of (in and blaſ- 
phemy (hall be forgiven unto Men, But. thef 
blaſphemy: againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be 
forgiven unto Men, The Grace of me, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and 
the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, the Com- 
forter, Preſerver and Sanctifier,be with you all. 


This is the will of God, even your Sanctifi- 


cation, that you ſhould abſtain from Fornica- 
|tionz and that every one of you ſhould know, 
how to poſleſs his Veſſel in SanCtification, and 
Honour 3 Not in the luſt of Concupiſcence, as 
the Geztiles, that know not God : Wheretore| 
to avoid Fornication, let every Man have his 
own Wife, and every Woman her own Huſ- 
band. 

Have you not read, that he that made Man 
In the beginning, made them Male and Fe- 
| male? I, the Lord will bear witneſs againſt | 
| 


them, that deal treacherouſly. with the,Wife of 
;their; Youth 5 Is ſhe. not thy Companion, and 
'the Wife of thy Covenant? / And did: not [ 
make one? yet had I the reſidue of the Spirit. 
And wherefore one, that I might ſeek a godly 
|Seed. Therefore take heed to your ſpirit; and 
let none deal treacherouſly againſt the Wife| 
of his Youth. For I the Lord God of 7/raet 
hate, putting away. Therefore I ſay unto you, 
whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, except it 
be for Fornication, and ſhall marry another, 
committeth Adultery; and whoſoeyer marrieth 
her that is put away, committeth Adultery.] 
The Husband is the He of the Wife ( not 
of Wiyes) as I am the Head of the Church, 
Let every one therefore, in particular, ſo love 
his Wiſe, even as himſelf; And the Wife (not 
the ,Wives ) ſee that ſhe reverence her Huſ+ 
band. | | 
| Deſpiſe not  Propheſyings 3 quench not the 


Luk. 10,26. | Spirit. {He that heareth you, (that are my trug 
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Miniſters) heareth Me 3 and he that ce | 
| if e: and he that deſpiſeth Me; 
you, di (1 : L1l r ſety 
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7. Againſt thoſe 
who lay aſide, and 
make uſeleſs 


Moral Law. 


AS cripture-C atechiſme. - 


the 


8. Againſt thoſe 


who caſt 


| Vernment. 


off, and 
deſpiſe Civil Go- 


Joh. 8, 17. | deſpiſeth him that ſent Me. He that 1; of God 


Joh. 19. 3- 
1 Joh. 4. 6. 


1 Cor. 11. "wy 


25. 
25, 


1 Thef. 5.17- 
Plal. 14. 4+ 


Mar. $. 17+ 


18, 


19, 


Mat, 22. 21. 


Rom. 13. 1- 


2» 


To 


heareth God's words. My Sheep hear my voice; 
He that knoweth God, heareth my Miniſters; 
but he that is not of God, heareth them not 
And as oft as you eat the Bread, and Drink of 
the Cup in my Sacraments, ye do it in remenm. 
brance of Me,and (hew+my Death, until I come, 
Pray without ceaſing. The workers of iniquity 
call not upon the Lord. , 
Think not that -] am come to deftroy' the 

Law,or the Prophets,I am not come to deſtroy, 
but to fulfill ; For verily I fay-unto .you, tit 
Heaven and Earth paſs, one jot, or one title 
ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, till all be 
fulfilled. Wholoever therefore {hall break one 
of theſe leaſt Commandements, and ſhall reach 
Men ſe, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kinp- 
dome of Heaven: But whoſoever {hall do, and 
teach them the ſame, ſhall be called great in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

' Renderanto Ceſar thethings that are C#ſar's; 
and unto. God, the things that are Gods. Let 
every Soul be ſubject unto the higher Powers; 
For there 1s no Power, but of God; The Poy- 
ers that be, are ordamed of God. Whoſvever 
therefore reſiſteth the Power, refiſteth the Or- 
dinahnce of God. And they thar reſiſt, ſhall re- 
ceive to'themſelves Damnation. For Rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil; 
Wilt thou then not- be afraid of the Power? 
Do that which 1s good, and thou ſhalt haye 
praiſe of the ſame. For he 1s the Miniſter of 
God to thee for good ; but if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the 
Sword in vain; for he is the Miniſter of God, 
a Revenger, to execute wrath upon him that 
doth evil. Wherefore ye mult needs be ſubjed; 
not only for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 
For this cauſe pay you Tribute alſo, for they 
are Gods: Miniſters, attendivg continually upon 
this very thing. Render therefore to all their 
daes, Tribute to whom Tribute. is due; Cu- 
ſtome,to wham Cuſtome 3; Fear,to whom Fears 
Hononr,to whom Honour. OTE. 2 
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9. Againſt thoſe | 1 Joh. 5. 


Joh. 3. 19. 


) 


beſides, and againſt 


I9, | 


{in them. 


The whole World lies in wickedneſs, And 
this is the Condemnation, that Light is eome 
into the World, and that Men love darkneſs 
rather than Light, becauſe their deeds are e- 
vil. Jewes and Gentiles are all under (in, as it 
1s written; There is none righteous,no not one ; 
There is none that underſtandeth ; There is} 
none that ſeeketh after God. Take heed there- 
fore, that the Light which is in you, be not 
darkneſs. It the Light that is in yuu, be 
darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs ? ' 

Beloved,believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits, whether they are of God'; Becauſe ma- 
ny falſe Prophets are gone out int&4the World. 
It any Man ſhall ſay unto you, Loe here is 
Chriſt, or there, believe it not; For there ſhall } 
ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, and ſhall 
ſhew great ſignes, and wonders; inſomuch,that 
if it were poſſible, they ſhould deceive the very 
Ele: Behold, I have told you before,ſuch are 
falſe Apoſtles, deceitful workers, transformin 
themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt; And no 
marvel, for Sathan himſelf is transformed into 
an Angel of Light 3 Therefore it is no great 
thing, if his Miniſters alſo be transformed, as 
the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, whoſe end (hall 
be according to their works. To the Law, and 
to the Teſtimony; If they ſpeak not accord- 
ing to this Word, it is becauſe there is no light 


This is that ſure Word of Propheſie, where- 
unto you do well, that ye take heed, as unto 
a Light that ſhineth in a dark place, until the 
Day dawn, and the Day-Star ariſe in your 
Heartsz Knowing this firſt, that all Scripture 
is given by. Inſpiration of God 3 And that no] 
Propheſie of the Scripture is of any private in- 
terpretationz For the Propheſies came not in| 
old time, by the will of Man; But holy Men| 
of God ſpake, as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

When I was upon Earth, they brought young 
Children unto Me, that I ſhould touch them, |. 
and my Diſciples (like ſome in theſe laſt Jays)f, > 
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Lords Day to be a 14, 


Chriſtian Sabbath. 


13. Againſt thoſe 
who deny propriety 
of Goods and E- 
ſtates, 
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15, 


I6, 


Att. 2. 39. 


1 Cor. 7. 14. 


AR. 15. 15. 


AR. 20. 7. 
Rev. 1. 10. 


Num, 26.52, 


$3» 
54- 


Exed, 20, 15+ 


17. 


Mat. 5. 43+ 


Mat. 26, 11., 
I- Tim. 6, I7, 


———— 


rebuked thoſe that brought them 3 But when 7 


ſaw 1t, I was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto 


them, ſuffer little Children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not, For of ſuch is the King. 
dome of God. Verily, I fay unto you, whoſo. 
ever (hall not receive the Kingdom of God, ag 


a little Child, he ſhall not enter therein, And 
[T took them up in my Armes, and put my 


Hands upon them, and blefled them. Baptiſm 
is now the only way for little Children to ceme 
to the Lord Chriſt. The Promiſe is made to 
you, and to your Children, and to all that are 
afar of, even as many as the Lord your God 
(hall call. The unbelieving Husband is SanGji- 
hed by the (believing) Wife, and the unbe. 
lieving Wife is Sanctified by the believing Huſ. 
band, or elſe were your Children unclean, but 
now they are holy. The Examples of the A- 


| poſtles'Baptizing whole Families, are of great 


force : And the Hiſtory of their practice, and 


* of the firſt Churches planted by them. is to be 


believed with an Hiſtorical faith, and looked 


* [upon with much reverence, by all true Chriſti. 


ans, both in this point, and in the change of 
the Jewiſh Sabbath, to the Lord's Day ; As 
holding forth without doubt an Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution. 

The Lord. ſpake to Aoſes, ſaying, T he Land 
ſhall be divided for an Inheritance, according| 
to the number of Names; to many thou ſhalt 

ive more Inheritance, and to few' thou (halt 
give the leſs inheritance. Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 
Thou (halt not covet thy Neighbours Oxe, nor 
his Aſs, nor any thing that is thy Neighbours. 
Give to him that asketh; ard from him that 
would borrow of thee, turn not thou: away, 
For the poor you have always with you. 1 
charge you that are Rich in this World, that 
you truſt not in uncertain Riches, but in the 
living -God; who gives you all things richly to 
enjoys that you do good, that you be rich in 
good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate. (When) as many as were pol- 


ſefſed of Lands, or Houſes, ſold' them, and 
| brought 
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Y 14. Againſt Re- 
t batization. 


35. 


AR: 5.3. 


4. 
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Rev. 18. 4. 
Heb. IC. 29, 


Joh. 3. 4+ 


Luk. 7. 30. 


Gal.z 2. 


J- 


Gal. $5. 19, 


Gal. 5: 15. 


1 Joh, 2.. 19. 


1 Cor. 10. 1,4, Was 1t not in thine own Power? Let no Man 


|2 Theſ. 3.11. wealth : For there are ſome that walk diſor- 
| derly, working not at all, but are buſie-bodies; 


Eph. 4. 28. 


Heb, 3. 12. 


Mat. 29, 19, 


[of anothet: And that it be not truly ſaid of 


———— 4 


| brought the price of the things which were ſold, 
[and laid them down at the Apoſtles Feet, (in 
| that moſt ſad time of Perſecution) and diſtri- 
| bation was made unto every Man, according 
as he had need; {Even then) Peter faid unto 
Ananias, why hath Sathan filled thy heart, to 
-3ye to the Holy Ghoſt, and to keep back part 
of the price of the Land? Whilſt it remained, 
Was it not thy own? And after it was ſold, 


therefore ſeek his own, bat every one anothers 


Now them that are ſuch, I command that with 
quietneſs they work, and eat their own Bread ; 
that they may have to give to him that need- 
eth. 

Come out of Babz/oz my People; but count 
not the blood of the Covenant, by which ye 
were ſanctified, an unholy thing. If ye have 
been once born again of Water and the Spirit, 
Can a Man be ſo again born the ſecond time ? 
The Phariſees and Lawyers rejected the coun- 
ſel of God (as being not Baptized of Jobs ) 
againſt themſelves. 

Take heed leſt there be in any of you an e- 
vil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
holy Ordinance of God, Seeing you have been 
Baptized into the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. This only 
would I know of ſuch; Received you the {pt- 
rit, and your Convertion, by, and under the 
firſt Baptiſme, or your ſecond ? Having begun 
in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect in the 
Fleſh? Now the works of the Fleſh, are hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, 


joy, peace. If ye bite, and devour one ano- 
ther; take heed that you be not conſumed one 


you, by' my Sajnts, They went out from us, 
but they were not of us3 for if they had been. 
of us, they would, no doubr, have continued 


with us; Bute they went out, that they might 


envyingsz but the fruit of the Spirit, 1s love, |, 
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2 Tim. 3. 13. 


feb. 10. 24. 


15. Againſt Schiſm, 
and uncharitable 
Separation from 


the Church. _ 


1 Cor. 12+ 27. 
258 


, But continue you in the things that ye have 


P Cor. 11. 18. | 


19. 


Jude 17. 
18. 


I9. 


x Cer. I Io, 


I Cor. 3.4 
| x Cor. 1.12, 


13. 
x Cor. 3. 5» 


6. 


21, 
Rom. 16,17. 


EE 


be made manifeſt,that they were not all of ys. 


learned, and have been aſſured of, knowing of 
whom ye have learned them 3 For evil Men, 
and Seducers, (hall wax worſe and worſe, de. 
ceiving, and being deceived. 

Confider one another, to provoke to love, 
and to good works, not forſaking the aflem. 
bling of your ſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome is; But exhorting one another, and ſo 
much the more,as ye ſee the Day approaching; 
Endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of Peace, For there 1s one Body, 
and one Spirit, even as you are called in one 
hope of your Calling. One Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſme 3 one God, and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all. Since then you are the Body of Chriſt, and 
Members in particular, let there be no Schiſme 
in the Body. Now I hear that there be diyi. 
ſions amongſt thoſe that call themſelves Chri. 
ſtians 3 For there muſt be Hereſfies alſo among 
you, that thoſe that are approved, may be ma- 
nifeſt among you 3 which were ſpoken before 
of my Apoſtles, that there ſhould be mockers 
in the laſt time, who (ſhould walk after their 
own ungodly luſts. Thele be they, who ſepa- 
rate themſelves, ſenſual, having not the ſpirit. 
Now, by my Name, I deſire you, that you all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no 
Diviſions amongſt you, but that you be 
fetly joyned together in the ſame mind, and 
in the ſame judgment; If you ſay then, I am 
of Paxl, and I of Apollo, and I of Cephas, and 
I of Chriſt, Are ye not carnal ? Is Chriſc divi- 
ded? Who then 1s Paw/f And who is Apollo? 
but Miniſters, by whom ye believed, Even as 
the Lord gave to every.Man. If then ſuch! 


an one, as was Paxk plantsz or as Apollo was, | 


watereth; It is God that giveth the increale. 


Therefore let no Man. glory in Men But do 
you mark them, which cauſe Diviſions and of-ſ: 
fences,contrary to the Dofrine you have learn-}- 


ed, and avoid them ; For they that are ſuch, 


p ſerve} 
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The Prayer of 


the Lord Jeſus for 
all bis EleG. 


| Joh. 16. 27. 
Phil. 4 8. 


gon 17.11. 
oh.11. 42+ 
Joh. 17. 3- 


Joh. 17, 11, 
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ſerre not Me, but their own Belly ; and by 
good words, and fair Speeches, deceive the 
hearts of the (imple. 

Finally, whatſoever things are true, what- 
ſcerer things are honeſt, whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſo- 
exer things are lovely, whatſoever things are, 
of good report; 1t there be any Virtue, and 
it there be any praiſe, think on theſe things ; 
And thoſe things which ye have both known 
and received,and heard,and feenin me, do; 
And the Father himielt that loveth you, the 
God of Peace (hall be with you. 
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Holy Father,(who heareſt me always)This 


is Lite Eternal, to know T hee the only true 
God, and Me whom thou haft ſent ; Keep 
through thy own Name, thoſe that thou haſt 
given Me,that they may be one,as we are one; 
That they all may be one, as thou Father art 
in Me, and I in Thee, that they allo may be 
one in us. And the glory which thou gaveſt 
Me,1 have given them, that they may be one, 
even as we are one; [1nthem, and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one; 
And that the World may know that thow haſt 
ſent Me; and haſt loved them, as thou haſt 
loved Me.Father,| will that they alſo, whom 
thou haſt given me,be with me whereIam, 
that they may behold my Glory, which T hou 
haſt given me; I have given to them the 
words which Thou gaveſt me; and they have 
received them,and have known ſurely that I 
came out from T hee, and they have believ- 
ed that Thou didſt ſend me.l pray for them, 
I pray not for the World ; but for thoſe that 


thou haſt given me 3 For they are Thine; | 


and all mine are thine, and thine are mine; 
and I am glorified in them. I pray that thou 
wouldeſt keep them from the evil of the 
World, and that my joy way be fulfilled in 
them ; SanQifie them with thy truth, thy 
word is truth. 


Nnnn Finally, 
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Finlly, Beloved Wite of my Youth, and 
dear Children 3 Farewel, be perfect, be of; 
good comfort, be of one mind,live 1n peace 
and the God of peace and love fhall be! 
with you, For this cauſe I bow my Knees! 
to the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, of| 
whom the whole Family in Heaven and| 
Earth is named; That he would give you 
according to the riches of his glory to be; 
{trengthaed with might by his ſpirit 1n the 
laner manz That Chriſt may live 1n your 
hearts by faith; that ye being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to compre. 
head with all Saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and heighth, and to 
know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth know- 
ledge, that ye might be filled with the ful- 
neſs of God. The God of Peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus that 
great Shepheard of the Sheep, through the 
blood of the everlaſting Coyenant make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which js moſt pleaſing 
in his ſight through Jeſus Chriſt. Now to 
him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us to 
him be glory in the Church by Jeſus Chriſt, 
throughout all Ages, World without end. 
The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the love of God,and the communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt be with you all, Amer. 


Heb. 1. I, 


Rev. 22. 6. 


Luk. 16.31. 


| 


FIETITLFEE 


A Poſt-ſcript of the Father to his 
Wife and Children, concerning the fore- 
going Epiſtle, with ſome further Exhor- | 
tations to the pradlice thereof. 


| Y deareſt heart, and intirely aftect- 
ed Children, the good and falva- 
tion of whoſe Souls I pray for,and 


labour for, as for my own; | have! 
[ truſt (by the direftion of the holy Spirit) 


as hoping that what is delivered to you 1n 
the Perſon,and words of our Lord and be- 
loved Saviour. For ſuch is every word in 
the Epiſtle (except ſome words not ſub- 
ſtantial neceſſary for connexion, explanation 
and application requiſit in a ſubjeCt of ſuch 
various matter) You will with the more re- 
verence and affection, delight and obedi- 
ence, attend to, and receive z For although 
all the words therein, were not uttered by 
his own mouth upon Earth , yet were they 
all indited by his holy Spirit, who ſpake by 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, and is the Lord 
God of the holy Prophets. - So that if ye 
will not hear and obey him herein,ſpeaking 
to you, by himſelf, and by them; Neither 
will you be *perſwaded, though one aroſe 


| 


dead; Ye know after what manner I hav 


and ſpake to you from Hell, and from the} 


Choſen in this manner to write unto you, | 


ct. 


been with you, at all ſeaſons; And how 1 
have kept nothing back that was profitabl 


unto you, but have ſkewed you, and have 
taught you both in private, and more pubs-| 


liquelyz Teſtifying unto you, and exhorti 
you to repentance towards God, and fait 


to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And now behold | 


| - _ Nann 2 | 
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Rom. 8. 35. 


[ am as one bound a Priſoner, and a baniſh.! 
ed many, ſeparated from you not knowing | 
what things ſhall turther befall me : Bur 
none of theſe things move or grieve me; nei- 
ther count I my life dear unto my ſelf, fo 
that I inight finiſh my courle with joy. For 
I am perlwaded and aſlured that neither 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, Perſecution, or Fa- 
mine, nakedneſs or peril, or Sword, Death, 
or Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor| 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 


*; ty Powers of Darkneſs, the numerous ter 


come 3 nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
Creature (hall be able to ſeparate me from 
[the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord, or cauſe to ceale my love to him; 
' As therefore loving him, becauſe he hath| 
{loved me firſt. Yea, I am further aflured, 
' that when I have finiſhed my courſe, a Crown 
ot righteouſneſs is laid up tor me,which my 
| Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give me at 
;that Day, and not to me only, but unto all 
; thoſe that love his appearing. And now my 

dearly beloved ones, I know not, God he 
only knows, whether we ſhall ſee the Face of 
| one another any more : Wherefore, that |- 
' ving or dead, I may diſcharge my duty as a 
 Husband, and as a Father, I take you to re 
' cord this Day, that I am pure from the 
| blood of you all; For I have not ſhunned 
; to declare unto you the counſel of God: 
| Take heed therefore to your Souls, which 
God hath purchaſed with his own blood 
for. I know that after my departure, grie 
; vous Wolves and Enemies, ſuch as the migh- 


'pting,and malicious men of the World, and 
that out of your own ſelves, which there 
fore are the moſt dangerous of adyerſaries} 
| will ariſe ſtrong, innumerable and impetu 
ous Luſts, all endeayouring to draw yol 
from the Faith, ' and to deſtroy your molif 
precious Souls ; : Therefore watch, and re 
member that by the ſpace of theſe manyj 
wth I have not ceaſed to warn every one 
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1 Tim. 4. 


2 Cor. s. 


Phil, 4. 1: 


2 Cor. 6. 11, 


AR. 20, 32+ 


Eph, 1. 16. 


I”, 


I2, 


16; 


of you Night and Day with tears. There- 
fore. my dearly beloved; and longed for, 
my Joy and Crown, ſtand faſt in the Lord 
my dearly beloved. And I intreat thee alſo 
true Yoke-fellow, help, counſel, and encou. 
rage our Children in the way of godlineſs 
and righteouſneſs, which is profitable unto 
all things, having promiſe of the life that 
gow is,and of that which is to come; Hide 
not thy talent, nor negle& the gifts that are 


attendance to reading, to exhortation, me- 
ditate upon theſe things that I have writ- 
ten, and give thy ſelf wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear to al}. Be an ex- 


ample to our Children in Word, in Conver-_ | 


ſation, in Chaſtity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Pu- 


thy Self and Family, now ſolely under thy 
charge; and as to the care of whoſe Souls, 
thou muſt ſhortly be accountable at God's 
Tribunal. 


O ye that are my precious Jewels, my 
chief and only riches upon Earth, my mouth 
is open to you, my heart is enlarged, ye are 
not ſtraitned in me, be ye not therefore 
{traitned in your own bowels ; Now for a 
{recompence 1n the ſame, I ſpeak unto you 
jas unto my Children, be ye alſo enlarged, 
And now dear and beloved Chriſtians, for 


therein not knowing you after the Fleſh; I 
commend you unto God, and to the Word 
of his Grace, which is able to build up, and 
to give you an Inheritance among all them 
that are ſanftified  Ceafing not to give 
thanks for you, making mention of you in 
my. Prayers z That the 

Jeſus Chriſt, The Father of glory may give 
unto you the ſpirit of wiſdome and revela- 


{ 


Oooo $0 of 
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in thee, until I come again unto you. Give 


rity : For in doing this, thou ſhalt both fave 


this is the higheſt, and ſhall be my conclu-" 
ding Title, and ſweeteſt compellation, as | 


tion, in the knowledge of him : The Eyes | 


! 


God of our Lord | 
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of your underſtanding being enlightned, 
| that ye may know what 1s the hope of his 
' callingz And what the riches of the glory 
| of his Inheritance in the Saints 3 And what 
| is the exceeding greatneſs of his Power to 


us-ward that believe. 


Husband 


From Antwerpe, the 
Firſt of January, 
1665. 


Your moſt afteGionate 


and Father, 


F. H. 
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SECOTPLIITESTE 


A DireQory Letter (Mutatis Mutandy,) ſent 
by the Author to every one of his Twelve 
Children, prefixt to the Manuſcript of the 


following Epiſtle, now Printed . for the uſz 
and benefit of other Chriſtian Families. 


Dear Daughter Mary, 

Commend unto your ſerious and often Reading and Medita- 
[ tion this following Epiſtle, a Work which coſt me much la- 

bour, tudy, and time in the Colleion, yet performed with 

much delight and chearfulneſs, as moved to write it to all 
my Relations, by the good Spirit of the Lord, as the beſt means X 
could uſe to counſel,itir up, and adviſe them,with Mary, to chooſe 
the better part, which ſhall never be taken from theme. 

Wherefore loving Daughter, let me lay this Paternal Charge 
wpor you, 4s I ſhall do upon the reſt of your Brothers and $i- 
ſters, for whom IT am preparing Tran ſcripts ont of the Original, 
written by my own hand : That you read it over at leaſt once a 
Quarter, 4s long 4s you live, as being not mine, but the Epiſtle 
of our moſt dear Lord and Saviour preſented to you only by my 
hands, bis moſt unworthy Inſtrument. The ſubje® matter ghere- 
of being his moſt ſacred Word, who is the Lord God of all the 
boly Prophets, the Pen-men bereof, And the great Prophet of his 
Church whoſe Word, whoſoever will not hear and obey, are 
threatned to be —— My deſign. herein, I hope, through 
the grace and mighty power of the moſt holy Spirit of Chriſt,will 
be proſperows, and effeFual, as being not only a Letter of advice 
and counſel from an earthly Father, whom I am confident you 
love, and will obey in the Lord; But the Epiſtle, and woſt pow- 
erful Exhortations of your heavenly Father, yea,the love- letter 
of your Head and Spouſe the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, who hath mar- 
ried you unto himſelf in holineſs and commpeſreeg righteouſneſs. 

Dear Daughter,the holy Scriptures being the Foundation of all 
ſaving knowledge, and true Keligion, T have by the dire@ion 
and ajſiſtence of the Lord, skim'd off for you the Cream thereof, 
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A DircQory Letter, &vc. 


_©'}?]}]S]}{"YWT 


, many of his Holy Counſels, direFing how to walk bolily, righte- 


and oiven you 4 few proofs of many, holding forth, as from his 
own Rd F - T Mt 21> aw of his wy on : Secondly, The 
Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian faith, and belief in the 
words of the holy Scriptare only: Thirdly, what things are to 
be praGiſed by you, held forth in God's holy Law : Fomrthly, 
what evil things are to be eſchewed, either reſpe@Fing Dodrine, 
or manners, wherein you have the Lord Jeſws Ghriſt's enconrage- 


ment and exhbortation, to the attaining of all ſaving graces, and\ 


virtues, and bis Dehortation from all errors in DoGrine, (eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are ſowen, and profeſt in theſe worſt of times) 
and from all ſins and vices in pradice « Fifthly, Ton have herein 


ouſly, circumſpeFly, and unblameably in your life and converſt- 


| tion, together with the holy meants and Ordinances ordained by 
 bims, for the obtaining and Sirengthning his graces in you, which 
is concluded with his Prayer and mine to onr Heavenly Father, 
| for @ bleſſing. 0 let not then, much beloved Child, This Letter 
| (ſhould you negle@& the counſel given you therein ) after my de 


ceaſe, bear witneſs againſt you : But let it be a Record and 
laſting Legacy read and prattiſed by you, and your Childrens 


*% 


Children; which is the fervent Prayer of your 


Moſt affetioned Father 
Antweype this firſt 
of January, 1665. J. H. 
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of this EPISTLE, And of the 


Scripture-Catechilme (materially ) 
contained 1n it. 


He Salutation and Exhortation of the Father. to his IlVife and 
Children. 

The Praiſe and Commendation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt under 
the Name and Title of Wiſdome, as being, and that eſſentially the 
Wiſdome of God. 

ihe danger of negleTing to hear and obey the Voice and Coun- 
ſel of Chriſt. 

An Fxhortation of the Father to his Wife and Children, to hear- 
ken to the Word and Counſel of Chriſt. 

1he Speech of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as ſpeaking in his own Per- 
ſon. to thoſe to whom this Epiſtle is direfded, and is applicable to 
all other Chriſtians. 

The Danger of Rejeding Chriſt. 

The Confeſſton of. Faith, commonly called the Apoſiles Creed, 
held forth by Chriſt in Scripture Expreſſuons. 

t. Article, The DodGrine of the Trinity. 

2. Arttele, That Jeſws Chriſt is the Eternal Son of God, and 
our Lord. 

3. Article, As tothe Incarnation f the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary. 

4. Article, Concerning Chriſt's Condemnation by Pontius Pilate, 
his Crucifixion, Death, and Burial, and all other Sufferings in 
Soul and Body. 

5. Article, Of Chriſt's Reſurreion. 6. Article, Of Chrift's 
Aſcention. 7. Article, Of Chriſt's coming to Judgment. 8. Art. 
Concerning the Holy Ghoſt,is proved in the firſt Article, concern- 
ing the Trinity. 

9. Article, Concerni 
nion of Saints. 

10. Article, Concerning forgiveneſs of Sins. 11. Article,Con- 
cerning. the Reſurre@ion of the Body. 

12.. Article, Concerning Life everlaſting. 


ng the Catholick Church, and the Commu- 
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Eadem. 


P. 260. B, 
Ead. C. 


P. 261, A. 


tad. B. 
Ead. C. 


Eadem,. 


P. 262. A. 
Eadem, 


Pag. 263. 


Ead. ©. 
Ead. 


P. 264,A. 


Page 259. 


LL on 


Fad. B, | 


Ead. C 
Page 260 
A B C 
P 267 BC 
P 2568 C 


Page 270 
ABC 


Page 277 
AB 
P278AB 
Ead. B 
Ead. C 


P 279 A 
Ead. B 


P /180 A | 


An INDEX. © 


1he Preface to the Decalogue or Ten Commandments. 
I. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Commandments. The Concluſion 


— 


| 


| of the Ten Commandments. Note, hat the Promiſes, &c.” yo 
ht” ' 

| omittcd for brevity. | 
| The Exhortation of the Lord Jeſus, to the uſe of Goſpel- oy. 
 dinances. Viz. 1. To Baptiſm. 2. 1o the Lord's Supper. 


3. To the reading of the Scriptures. 4- To the hearing of the 
IVord of God preached. 5. To Meditation of the Word of God.\ 
and of his works. 6. To Prayer in publick and private. 7, To 

| Obedrence to Church Governors and Diſcipline. 

| The Exhortation of the Lord Jeſus to Goſpel « ſaving Graces 

Viz. 1. To RKepentance. 2. To Faith. 

3. To Hope. 4. To Charity. 5. To holy Courage or Forti. 
| tude. 6. To Chriſtian Temperance. 7. 1o holy Patince. 8. 7, 
| Divine Wiſdome. 
| 9. To Chriſtian Humility. IO. The Fxhortatioz of the Lord 
| Teſws to ſeveral ſaving Graces, commonly called the Beatitudes, 
11. To Religious Chaſiity. 

12. To Chriſtian Juſtice and Righteouſneſs. 13+ To Goſpel 
ſencerity, uprightneſs and truth. 

14. 10 godly thank fulneſs and praiſing of God. 

1he Fxhortation of the Lord Jeſus to Dre Tf (09s, V1z. 
. To holy Jo) and delight. 6-28 ft*rat pear vf God 3. To 
holy zeal and anger. 4. 1o holy haird 

1he Preface to the Dehortations of the Lord Jeſu from ſeve- 
ral principal vices. | 

1he Dehortation. 1. From Unbelief. 2. From Atheiſme, 

3. From Polutheiſme. 4. rom Idolairy. 5. From blaſphemy, 
6. From Prophaneſs, 7. From v4rrilidge. &. trom Hypocri-| 

fie. g. From Sabbaih breaking. 10. t rom oupcrſtition. 11, From 

Lukewarmneſs. 

12, From hard heartedneſs. 13. From preſumptuous ſenning, 
I4. From ſinful ſwearing. 15. From incorrigibleneſs. 4 pre- 
face to the Dehortation againſt deſpair. 16. From Deſpaiy, 
A Dehortation from Uncharitableneſs. 

1. General branch of Uncharitableneſs, as to the Souls of 0- 
thers. 1. By tempting. 2. By evil example. 

3« By wot reproving. 4. By Flattering. '5. By not Inſtrud-| 
ing. 6. By perſecuting for Conſcience. | 

2d. General Branch'of Uncharitableneſs, as to the Perſons of 


— —  — 


ſonment: 4. By not relieving. ' 

34. General Branch of Uncharitableneſs, xs to the eater of 
others. 1. By oppreſſion. 2. By Stealing. ' 3. By defending. 
[-FK4 4. By 


: 
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others. 1. By Murder. 2. By Maiming. 3. By unjuſt Impri-| 


Nt 
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5. By uſury or extortion. 


'4* By contentiouſneſs. 
7. By falſe witneſſing. 8. By curſing, 


| 6, By Depopulation. 
or evil Imprecations. 
4+ General Branch of Uncharitableneſs, as to the go0d name 
of others : 1. By flandering and back-biting and tale-bearins. 
| A Dehortation fron Intemperance. I. From Drunkenneſs. 
'2. From Gluttony. 3. From Inſobriety. 
A Dehortation from ſinful fear. 
A Debortation from Ignorance. 1.Affedcd. 2.Natural, 3.1il- 
[THE 

A Dehortation from Injuſtice. x In Magiſtrates. 2 In private 


\Perſons. 3 By not giving obedience juſtly due to Superiors. 1 As 
Magiſtrates, 2 As Miniſters of the Goſpel. 3 As natural Pa-| 


VeWmT Ss. 


gery. 2 From Sodomy. 3 From Whoredome. 4 From Inceſt. 
5 From Polygamy. 6 From Adultery, » From Fornication. 

A Debortation from Laſciviouſneſr. 1 In wanton thoughts. 
2 In wanton words. 3 In wanton looks. 4 In wanton adions. 

A Dehortation from Lying. 1 By denying the truth. 2 By 
breach of Covenant to God, 2 Of vows to God. 23 Of promiſes 
and Covenants to Men. 

A Dehortation from Covetouſneſs. 1 Tn the heart. 2 In adion. 
3 From worldlineſs, and carking cares. 4. Front Nigardlineſs. 

A Dehortation from Tdleneſs, 1 By having no Caling, or by 
neoleFing a Calling. 

2. Idleneſs in private Perſons. 3 Tdleneſ in publick Perſons. 

The Dehortation of the Lord Jeſus from ſinful paſſions. 1.F rom 
raſh anger. 2 From cauſleſs anger. 


thin gs. 

A Dehortation - from Malice. 

A Dehortation from itrife and contention. 

A Dehortation from envy. 

A Dehortation from revenge. 

A Dehortation from Pride. 1 Branch from ſpiritual Pride. 
2 Branch from Worldly pride. 3 Branch from Ambition. 

A Dehortation from Ingrititude. 1 1oward; God. ? 
Men. | 
A Dehortation from ſenſuality or voluptuonſneſs. 

4 Dehortation from ineonſtanicy. 1 Branch, back» ſliding. 
2 Branch, Apoſtacy. 3 Branch, # the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt. 

The Preface to the Counſel; of the Lore Joſe : To diligence' 


Towards 


A General Dehortation from fleſhly uncleanneſs. 1 From Bug. | © 253 C 
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P 284 AB 
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P 285 C 
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P 236 C 
P 287 A 


P 287 C 
& 288 A 


A Dehortation from ſinful hatred. x Of Perſons. 2 Of good | 


in our Calling.” 2 To-holy walking with Go 7 dgainſt'ſon, 
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Counſel againſt Temptation. 


Counſel againſt evil company. To ſet God always before U,,| 


and to have an rye Fo Eternity. 


Counſel to watch over our hearts. As to the keeping of a good| 


Conſcience, not to offend a Brothers conſcience. 


Counſel. as to the well ordering of our tongues, and as to the 


right uſing of our eſtates, gifts and talents, 
Coun'el, as to the well improving of our time. 


Counſel agamſt ſinful and unprofitable diſconrſes. Againſi 


prophan«s ſwearing. Connſel againſt ſluggiſhneſs. 


Counſel to watch over, and reprove our Neighbours and pati-! 


ently to receive reproofs. | 

Counſel to charity. Connſel concerning your Tables. Concern. 
ing your callings. 

Counſel concerning your Relations. I. 
Parents. 2 Of Parents to iheir children. 3 Of Husbands to 
their Wives. 4 Of Wives. 5 Of Servants. 6 Of Maſters. 

Counſel concerning our carriage towards thoſe without. 

Counſel as to the obſervation of God's wmercies, works aud pro- 
vidences 

Counſel to attend the anſwer and return of Prayer. 

Counſel, as to our behaviour under afflitions and perſequ- 
tions. | 

Counſel, as to the right uſe of our Chriſtian liberty againſt 
the abuſing of grace. 

Connſel as to the duties of Prayer, ſelf denial, bearing the croſ; 
and perſeverance. Counſel to our growing in grace. 

1he Preface to the Antidotes. 

Antidotes given by the Lord Jeſus againſt ſeveral Hereſies and 
Errors. 1 Againſt the Pope's Supremacy. 2 Againſt the Pope's 
1nfallibility. 

3 Againſt the Pope's Power to forgive 'ſins. 4 Againſt the 
Pope's Power to abſolve from oaths, vows, and promiſes. 

5 Againſt the Pope's Power to add to the Scriptures, or.to 
bend conſcience by his Cannons and Decretals. 

Againſt the Pope's Power to canonize Saints, or t0 excommu- 
nicate any from being Saints. 

Againſt the Pope's 
thoſe that will not receive his DoGrines. | 

Antidotes given by the Lord Jeſus Chriſs againſt ſeveral he- 
reſies and errors of the. Apoſtate Rowan: Church. 

1 Againſt the Tdolatry of the Maſs. 2 Againſt the Falſe 
Do@rine of Purgatory. | | 


3 Againſt the praying to and. worſbip, 


Of Children tn their 


- 
Power to exerciſe the civil Sword againſt] 


1. Of Saints., 2. Of| 


Angels.” 


4 Againſt 
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4 Againſt the worſhping of Pilſures and Images. 
5 Againſt the falf: DoTrine of freedoms from Orioinal ſon. 
6 Azainſt th-ir fa'ſs Drittrine concerning Free will. 

7 Againſt their fa!ſe DoGrine of Juſtification by works, 


ral other Hereſies and Errors of the Laſt ties. 

Antidotes, 1. Againſt Atheiſme 

2 Againſt the Hereſte,of Arianſme. 

3. Againſt the Hereſie of denying the Holy Ghoſt to be God. 

4. Againſt the Hereſpe of community of Women. 

5. Againſt roligamy. 

6. Againſt the forſaking and caſting off of Goſpel -- Ordi. 
nances. 

7. Againſt thoſe who lay aſide and make uſeleſs the Moral 
Law, 

8. Againſt thoſe who caſt off and deſpiſe civil Government. 

9. Againſt thoſe who prefer a light within them before, beſides, 
and againſt the Scriptures. | 

10. Againſt Enthuſtaſmes. 

11. Againſt Anti-ſcripturiſts. 

12, Againſt thoſe who deny Infant Baptiſme3 and the Lord's 
Day to be the Chriſtian Sabbath. 

13. Againſt thoſe who deny propriety of Goods and E ſtates. 

14. Againſt Kebaptization. 

I5. Againſt Schiſme and uncharitable ſeparation from the 
Church. The concluſton of the ſpeech of the Lord Jeſus. The 
Prayer of the Lord Jeſus for all his Ele@®. 

The Fathers concluding Exhortation and Prayer for his Wife 
and Children. 

A Poſi-ſcript of the Father to his Wife and Children,concern- 
ing the foregoing Epiſtle, with ſome ſurther Exhortations to the 
prgGice thereof. 
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ERR #7. 
Of the Printer. 


good to them that hate” you, | make 1t the 25. 
fol. 276, in the Margert- for, | Fol. 203. Line 22, Add after 
Polutheims, put Poluthcliines, | was. 

or Cap. Proverbs the 22, put | (So) Marg. for Mathew, Mark. 


Chap. the 20. | Fol. 305. Line 40. for Diotrop- | 


fol. 279. Line 31. for from, | ſes; put Diotrephes. 


put for. Fol. 306. Line 31, for after | 


fol. 282, Line 21, put (Thy)| Sacrifice, add (Firlt) 


alter of. Fol. 313. Marg. tor Joh.the 17. | 


tol. 293, Line 38, for Brances, put the 7. 
put Branches. | 


FOlio 265, Line 27, (Add) | Fol. 294, Live 42, Add (He) 
1 And brake it. ; after ſhall. 
tolio 269, Line 28, {Add Do | Fol. 297. Mar. for Mat. the 5, 
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ANSWER toa PATER or QUERY. 
Given to the Author, by King CHARLES 
the Firſt, at Hombey; concerning the 


A. D. 164. 7. 
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| 
F deſire to be reſolved of this Queſtion, Why the new 
Reformers diſcharge the keeping of Eafter? 


The Reaſon for this Query is, 


Conceive the Celebration of this F eaſt was Inſtituted 
by the ſame Authority which changed the Fewiſh Sab- 
both into the Lord's Day, gr Sunday : for it willnot 
be found in Scripture where Saturday is diſcharged to be 
kept erturned into the Sunday, wherefore it muſt be the 
Churches Authority that changed the one, and inſtituted 
theather. Therefore my Opinion 1s, that thoſe who will 
not keep this Feaſt, may as well return tothe Obſervation 
tof Saturday, and refuſe the Weekly Suxday. Whenany 
Body can ſhew me; that herein 1 am in an error, I ſhall not 
be aſhamed to confeſs and meyd it : till when you know 


my mind- 


————_—— 
—— __ 
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| 7 Place this after the 7»d4ex of the Scripture-Catechiſme. 


Obſervations of Eafter - Day 


By the KING. | 
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| by one and the ſame equal Authority and Eccleſiaſtical Decree, 


| 


| 


| tion finiſhed upon this Day of the Lord's Reſurrection) was by 


| 
STSTELHP$HDVSEENGE GBS USED 
My Anſwer to his Majeſttes Query. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Cannot but from the ble{led example of our Saviour, (who 
I was in his Agea new Reformer of old Errors, Yiz. the falſe 
gloſſes of the Scribes and Phariſees, Math. 5. 20.) but ac- 
count all ſuch Reformers in our times, bleſſed alfo; But for 
the keeping of Faffer, although I know not any Ordinance of 
Parliament diſcharging it, yet with ſubmiſſion to better judg- 
ments, I in all dutifulneſs conceive, That your Majeſties reaſon 
upon which your @xery is built, hath a great miſtake even in 
the toundation of 1t, you being pleaſed to lay this for a ground, 
That the change of the Sabboth,and the Inſtitution of Eaſter are 


which with your Adajeſties favour, I cannot yield to, for 1 hum- 
bly conceive that the change of the Jewiſh Sabboth (the com- 
memoration of the Work of the Creation) unto the Lords day, 
the remembrance of that great Work, (the Work of Redemp- 


no leſs than by Divine Authority, becauſe the keeping of one 
Day in Seven as a Sabboth to God, was not only ſanctified and 
ſet apart, by God's own example in the Creation, Ger.2. Ver.z. 
and accordingly obſerved by the 2 crop many Weeks before 
the Law was given, Exod. 16. 23. But is One of the Ten Com- 
mandinents delivered by God's own mouth in Mount $Sinay,} 
written by his own Finger in Tables of Stene, commanded by 
himſelf to be put into the Ark of the Covenant 5 which Deca-| 
logue or Ten Commandments are alſo by our bleſſed Saviour in 
his Sermon upon the Mount declared to be the rule of his Peo- 
ples moral obedience, unto the end of the World, Math. 5. 17. 
and in the following part of that Sermon, wherein he vindicates | 
the Law from the corrupt Glefles of the Scribes and Phariſees] 
he inſtances only in moral duties, and moral Laws. From all} 
which Divines generally inſer*that the Decalogue is to continne 
in force unto the Worlds end; and therefore it ſeems moſt ap-[ 
parent that no Authority that is inferiour to that which appoint-| 
ed the Seventh Day from the Creation to be the Sabboth, could} 
abrogate that Day, and appoint an other Day to be uſed inſtead] 
of it, becauſe neither the Law of Nature, nor the Holy Scrip- 

n ture, | 
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| 2. The Apoſtles kept their holy Meetings on that Da 
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| An Anſwer to bis Majeſties Query. 


ture, doth any where give the leaſt intimation, that any humane 
Power may change any of the Commandments of Ged, and in- 
deed ſo many abſurdities would follow upon ſuch an aſſertion, 
as I am confident your Majeſty will not own it.It remains there- 
fore that the change of the Day muſt be the work- of Chriſt 
himſelf, or of his Apoſtles, who were divinely inſpired, A&s 15. 
21. And to prove that it was fo, Viz. That the Lords Day b 

Divine Inſtitution now ſucceeds in the room of the Jewiſh Sab- 
both, I ſhall uſe no other Arguments than theſe which I 6nde in 
learned Biſhop Andrews his Speech in the Star-Chamber, at the 
'cenſure of Mr. Traske, who expreſly ſaith,that it hath ever been the 


'Churches Doftrine, That Chriſt made an end of all Sabboths, 
(by his Sabboth 1n the grave; and that preſently the Lords Day 
came in the place of it. And that according to Auſtin's judg- 
ment, the Lord's Day is declared to be the Chriſtian Sabboth, 
by the Reſurrection of Jeſws Chrzſt, which the ſaid Biſhop not 


only faith, but proveth by theſe Arguments. 

1. Becauſe he then began the new World, Heb.1.2. By whom 
he made the Worlds: T he firſt World which ended with his 
burial : The ſecond World or new Creation whi® began with 
his Reſurrection. 

2. BEcauſe all the four Evangeliſts fay Chriſt roſe, Una $4b- 
battorum, that is the firſt Day of the Week, 


Preach, and Pray, and Celebrate the Lord's Supper, 4s 20.7. 
times, but by the Apoſtle John himſelt, Rev. 1. 10. And he fur- 


] 
| 
| 


| 


] 


'ther adds, that this Epithite ( Dominicam) 1n.the Scripture is 


only applyed to theſe two, The Lord's Day, and the Lord's Sup- 


per, To (hew that they are both to be taken alike in Scripture. | 


5, He ſaith we have not only example, but expreſs precept 
for it, 1 Cor. 16.2. That upon the firſt Day of the Week which 
was the Day of their Aſſembly, then Collections or Oblations 


ſhould be made. : | 
6. And laſtly, He affirms that in all Ages of the Church this 


Day was obſerved. To this I may add our Saviour's reſt upon 


that Day from bis Works, Heb. 4. 10. His often viſiting the A- 
poſtles during the Forty Days, after his ReſurreCtion, upon that 
Day ſpeaking of the things appertaining to the Kingdom of 


God, A&Gs 1. 3- Now what more material thing was there to be | 
declared to them than this, The change of the Sabboth, and the 


appointing a ſer rime for his Worthip he accordingly appearing 
thrice on the firſt Day of the Week, (beſides his being ſeen of 
the Women) to teach and inſtruct his Diſciples. Firſt to the 

FrrYr 2 . two 
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4. The Day is called the Lord's Day,not only in the Apoſtles 


y tO| 
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he 


un on eo en me 


two Diſciples that went to Pmmmans, Luke 24. 15, @*c. to the 
time when 7homgs was preſent, John 20. 26. As allo obſerye, 


' were poured-out according to his promiſe upon the Apoſtles and 
: Church (then) met together, A@s 2. 1. - The Day of Penticoſt 


' from the Day of the Sheaf-Offering, Lev. 23. 15. By all which, 
| he ſeems to have honoured and ſet apart that Day above others, 
' for his ſervice. Laſtly, this being a principal Inſtitution, might 
' probably be one of thoſe Decrees ordained by the Apoſtles (as 


| by Fal to the Churches in all the Cities, through which he paſ 


C— — — —— 


An Anſwer to a Paper or Query. 


— 


Apoſtles when Thomas was abſent, John 20. 19. And the third 


that thoſe wonderful and extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 


being .the Morrow after the Seventh Sabboth, to be accounted 


well as that concerning the Sacrament, I Cor. II. 34.) delivered 


' ſed, AGs 16. 4. But for the Obſervation of Faſter to be an 
| Annual Feſtival to Chriſtians, I find nor any thing in the Holy 
| Scriptures: And your ajeſty is plealed to place it only upon 
| the Churches Authority. And although I will not contend about 
the Churches Power in the Inſtitution of ſuch things as are fim- 
ply indifferexg, yet 1 ſuppoſe I may boldly affert,that ſuch things 
as are only Inſtituted by Eccleſiaſtical Authority, having no foot- 
ſtep in the Scripture, may by Eccleſiaſtical Authority bg laid a- 
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Your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subje&, 
and Hamble Seryant, 
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Place this before Divine Meditations of the Creation. 
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AN EPISTLE 


DEDICATORY 


To the the truly Noble Paire, and my 


moſt Religious Parents. 
| 

I 0 Oſt Honoured and beſt beloved Parents, Three 
$ 


% 


4 


wow 


| 
{ 
| 
| 


\S 


2Zz Sabbaths of Years (the third part of Mans 

J life ) is already Cyphered in my Youths Ac- 
5@ compts,and who knows how ſoon the Divine 
number of our dayes, after my times laſt ad- 
Þ dition, may conclude the Numeration of my 
life, thus Hee ſumma totalis : Wherefore, 
leſt Death ſhould proclaime me Bankrupt 


before I had paid the due Debt of gratefulneſs, which I owe 
you, next to my Heavenly Father, for my Life, Education, and 
Preſervation; I here preſume to preſent you with this diſordered 
and weak Meditations; the Fruits of ſome few hours deſtinated 
for the Lord's dayes Preparation, as a teſtimonial of my thank- 
fulneſs for thoſe your numberleſs Merits, which are as far be- 
yond requital, as expreſſion 3 Let them ( I beſeech you) obtain 
a favorable Acceptance, a patient Peruſal, and a Fatherly Cenſure, 
glorifying God, who with his Grace hath affiſted my Weakneſs, 
and hall ſupply the deficiency of all our Meditations, with the | 
fruition of himſelf ; till which Impertettion of Happineſs, I reſt, 


Ly 


Tours in the Lord, 
and in all filial Obedience, 


TH 
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LOSSES SELLS 


Tothe Worthy AUTHOR 


OF THIS 


Divine Meditation, 


The Unworthy Peruſer wiſheth all Health 
and Happinels. 


N Worthy Sir, and live to view, 
() The like done by your Heire to you. 
Theres one will bleſs, 
With Int reſts, this your gratefulneſs, 
Sweetning your Budd, 
Both to your own, and Parents good, 


Bleſſing the feet, which IT ſuppoſe, 
Would highly grace a full-blown Roſe. 


Ul 


Ul - 


Oft have T ſeen thoſe Budds that prove 

Worm-eaten by that Canker Love, 
Spending their prime, 

Of wit in Sonnets, or ſuch Rhime, 
As leaves behind, 

The Savonr of a tainted wind. 

Mangre their Witts, I tell you true, 

I enjoy none but ſuch as you; 


Not that 7 ow your Birth and Blood 
Springs high, but that IT ſee a good, 
In That ſets you * s 

Beyond the bitter reach or ſcoffe, 

Of thoſe looſe Tongues, 
Which bla 7 it in their drunken Songs, 
Think no work lovely, ſweet, or witty, 
That is not tun'd to Cupids Ditty. 


_— — mc "* 
— 
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0n Lovely Sir ( I ſpeak the truth, 
From Him you think on in your Touth ) 
Hee'l not forget, 
This Labour, or Eſſay, but ſet, 
A mark of note, 
Upon thoſe Hours which you devote, 
Unto his Service, and will Pay 
Richly, at All-Saints Holy-Day * 


Mean while he pawns his Word to be 
A Friend unto your hopes, and he 
That never ſlights, 
The meaneſt of hjs Favourites, 
Will raiſe your Stock, 
And prove your Sun, your Shield, your Rock, 
Perfume your Name, and mgke't as dear 
As his, that dyed the Hopeful Peire. 


Long may the Noble Paire, to whom 
Tox own your Breath, next God become 
Sutors for you, 
That labour to repay the due, 
Tow owe to them, 
From whom you Sprang a hopeful ſtemm ; 
To which you have the Heart, and Hand 
of him, that reſts, 


Tours to Command, 


W. Mewes. 
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MEDITATIONS | 


UPON THE 


C REA T I ON, 


Fall,and Redemprion 


BY 


39 


Preſented to his Parents i in the XX1. Year 


Anno Mis 162 *. 


þ Prayer and Meditation are- Twins, therefore ' 
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A Preparative Prayer. 

AJ Almighty God and moſt gracious F ather, from 
thy goodneſs I acknowledge all good gifts dy 
>  proceed,; therefore-I bumbly, and earneStly do 
beſeech thee, to illuminate my Soul by thy Spirit, that 
my Underitanding, being raiſed above all Earthly Co- 
ortations, may through thy merciful aſſStance, ſo medi- 
tate of thee, and thy wonderful Works, that Contem- 
mng all Worldly V anities, my delight may only con- 

fi in bebolging of ” Majeſty. I be(, onſsderatio 
of it berng bet able, both to bumble my proud Heart, 
and create:in it.a love,and fear to all thy Precepts,th 
'ſo I beginning ( although in weakneſs ) to live the lif, 
4 grace here, I may (throngh thy favour inChriit)| 
zwe the Life of Glory with thee hereafter. 


--- Amen. 


D 1-YFRE 


MEDITATIONS 


IN THE 


CREATIO 


Merc aa L ſublunary things tend, and preſs towards 
C2) SIS OT their Centre : The'Sea-man's Needle always | 
SF points North and South, Nature thereby(as 

it were) LeQuring our Souls to behold 'an& 

move towards none but thee: O God, 'our: 

North-Star, our-Centrez Lord, I confeſs; 'it; 

CS R/ASBEPS had been a ye II in Mortality 
[GTO CFSE af being defiled with fn)-to have once con-| | 

YEE ===S ciyed a thought of thy Holineſs, had not 

ty mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, revealed unto us'in thy word and pro-: 

miſes, not only to give us leave, but commandet© ns to know thee; | 
that conceiving of thee aright, we might Jove-thee: with all our 
hearts, fear thee in all our aQions, and-/fſerve thee with our beſt! 
endeavours. Why madeſt thou Man with his Face'ereted towards 
he Heavens, when Beaſts walk grovedling upon the Ground, un- 
Teſs chou haſt ordained that all Eyes-contemning/Earth- as -tranl- 
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Divine Meditations. 


R. Ho begibping 
Gen. 1.1 | T hon Oo 44 
| ſo vaſt a Chaos? Before each particulars compoſure, darkneſs, as 
] a Canopy,covered the confuſed Lump of intermixed Bodies, when! 


| by thy Word ( O Father of Light) was light created, the happy 


lis 


| Waters covered the Face thereof, untill thy will gave them both 
'-hame, and bonds? How rude an objett were the Towring Hills, 
-| Verſ.11. & 12+ 
[auftil Graſs, Herbs, and fruit-bearipg Trees clothed them by th 
| Ordinance; When, the Heayens wanted their Ornament, the Tia 
Gen. 1. 16- 


Verle 2. 


Veiſe 3. 
Verſe 6. 


Verſe 7. 


Verſe g. 


Gen. 1. 26. 


[led under Feet, ſhould ſtand open towards the Skies, that our 


| 


x 
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through.4hoſe Caſements might. behold the Starry out.(ide 
Firmarent, though bur a dark reflexion of thy brightneſs, 
- might view in the Suns ſplendour a petty Embleme to lead 
the Tofiniteneſs of thy Glory, and beaurtifulnefs of that new 
lems 1 which -thou-crowneſt the Inhabitants with a perpe. 
Jay of Happineſs. Theſe Objects (O Lord) damme up the 
th af Wickedneſs, being ſufficient, though damb Witnelles, 


| to condemn the wilful ignorance of Senceleſs Atheiſts : Who be. 


| forc'd to acknowledge the Work-mans perfeCion; and what Eyes 
|caw be fare with folly and perverſeneſs, as not to (peſl 


:\ Pfal 136. 8. 


| Job 41.15. ' 


| med; betore:thy. Power made-the Se 


hold much Art in a coſtly Fabrick, and applaud not the kill of 
the Architetor. Who ſees exquiſitnels in any work, and is not 


eaf of Natures Book thy Divinity? Open thou my 


i go Leaf 
ips CO Lord .)-and my Mouth ſhall ſhew. forth thy Praiſe. 


Creation. 
Of the Creat | 


of all Created Subſtances was nothing, who but 


, Infinite-1n Power, of no Materials could frame 


ning to.ſo.great.a Njght 3 the huge Cpncave of the Firma, 
”beinf the; pureſt extrattion of that groſs heap is me 
e the arthi; le aratingythe Waters above from thoſe be | 
thy Command. ere was the naked Earth viſible, when the 


and, humble. V alleys, then, deſtitute of thy Livery, their Ornament, 


and Seaſons their Order, and diſtinguiſuments, thou/ madeſt twp 
great Lights./-the Sun to Rule by Day, the Moon and Stars | 
ule-by Night 5: For thy, Mercy endureth, for ever. Were the walſ 
laces:of the deep; inhabited, or the;Regions of the Aire fatt 
ring torth all manners 

Fowles,.and Filbgeven that- L eviethew,whoſe Scales are his Pridg 
| (but up together: 49-with-a:cloſe Seal, which by his neefing a L 


doth ſhioe, and. his-Eyes ate like the Eye-lids of the Morning,upeai 
Earth-tbere is norie his like, who is made without fear ? Did'ogt 
thy: Wiſdome O-God-fill;the: Deſarts, with wilde Beaſts, the Ear 
with [oregpipg-tbings:?. Who made Behemoth, which moveth: 


{ Foyt. like/a:Cedar'2 -His.Bones are ay ſtrong Pieces of Braſs, / 
pa "75> 0 } 
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, expreſhon? I will-conclude with the-congluſion'o 


£« 
S.4 4 by 
'F - -% 


ne: boots E 0N0- "EE ONOY es OE. " 
Divine Mallitations. mm 

hs MAAbz _— 4 "2. 1+ 3 

Bones are L:ke Barres of. Iron, he.js the chief of hy ways (O God) | , 


| thou that madeſt-him,” canſt make ;#hy Sword ap 


Whar fhall I'fay 2 Who can exprels thee,; which art"far 


| Creation/of Man ln hy ig 


' being"a mixture of the. 


| 


own attual rraoſgrefhougs tho teghon: ' knowledge of which, 
| muſt firſt make us witnell; A abhſhery'of our dapgers and fni- 
{ery,betore God's mercy,can-t = ect of. our wretchednels, |. 
bis goodneſs our healing, Whergtore CO: my Soul ) Jet thy follow- 


originally rooted in'ns 38 Adag,noufut 


thou haſt put all things. under his Feer : + Therefore bleſs the Lord 
CO my Soul ) all thar 1s, within me bleſs-his holy name; bleſs t/:e 
Lord in all his works,jin all places of his Dominion; bleſs the Lord 
O my Soul. | | __ 


of Man's Fall; and of "God's Mercy and Goodneſs in 
our Redemption. _ 


He Object of mriſery, is'mercys..Dile 
-often obtain remedies, when iofenk 
neglect the opportunity:aBrecoverys 


(ht and ma 


ing Meditations, triply,divide. bem ve 
.wertin thy. fall, with the. Er 
miliation may make thee ply 
of God's Seal. +Secondly, ou 
God in Jeſus Chriſt, ;thar thy cir 
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nelgg//w3y,praite him | 


bim. | 


Plal, 8. 4. 


Pſal. 103. 12. + 


v \ 
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Divike:Meditations. 


Created Hap- 
pineſs. 


Plal. 135. 2- 


Soul. 


Gen, 1. 26. 


| in the compolure of Man, 1s a- Soul and Body 
T he Souls | 


Fel s of which the Soul 
as firſt jn_ degree, ſo in our Diſcourſe ;- The Heathens cſteem'd 
the Hrnanien of their Pedigree from famous Anceſtors, their 
chieteſt ho ; ſome even coveting 'to line out-their Originals 
from the ſhameful Adulteries of their 'imaginary Gods.: but let us 
in' looking back to our Souls Original,” gloritie our Creator; one! 
not fained, not fiitious,. ag'theirs.z but the God of Gods, the Lord 


> 


Adis 17+ iſ. 


| apprehenſive, as the Memory truſty ; like a mirrour as it were by! | 


of Lords. Thus. the: Soul in its Creation hath.its beginning from 
' God, For in him we live, and<move, ant-have our Beeing : Nay! 


| Paul farther adds, that we are bis 0ff-ſpring. What Creature can! 


be capable of more Honour, more Glory ? The Soul is God's off-! 


| ſpring, not. in reſpe& of uts ſubſtapceg-but ies-qualities, even ſo-far | 


The Divine | 
Gifts of the , 


forth as, it was then adorned by him with Divine gifts ; arid Fpere-| 
fore called his Image,in reſpett of the whole Man; but eſpecially 
of_the Soul, created-of a ſpiritual and immortal Eiſlence ( as'$t; | 
Auguſtine divinely gloſſes ) conftiſtiag! and, endued with three fu- 
preatn facplries z' the ' Memory, Imagination, and Will : that theſe, 
yet but. one Soul, might ſymbolize the Trinity in Unity. © The, 
Memory could not then .be over-burthened, but like. a conſtant} 
good Soyle,naturally received all Seeds of goodyeſs,ahd returned! 
then with a plentiful encxeaſe, The Phantaſie and inte}le&t was as| 


', 


refleftion, dope to the Souls fight, the higheſt of revealed : 
myſteries - bas ing then/a fie-perſpettive,to appropriate and -diſtins|. 
ouiſh All Far! ſtant and {upream Collimpiations : The wilt wasf' 


*, 54 


# 


Clos gt Sun, in-a.courſe-of goodneſs, .and as a ſhadow|. 


followed thelubſtance of -vertue, bowing with I/ordeoa; to none: 
but God:  Jhus in reſpe&t of himfelf,-was Man the Image.of his} 
Creator; behold hiq {oi his domination. overathe Creatures,God| 
ſaying, Let them have, dominion over #be Fiſh of the Sea, and ovet| 
the' Fond bf the Aire, 'and over the Cattel, and over all the Earth}. 
As if he Id lays He is my Likeneſs, my Vicegerent, you inte. 
riour.Creatuzes, obey him3. but let him love, fear, apd look only}. 
i, © ineſtimable;{favour, O unvaluable; priviledget Ml 1! 
| ted of;Man; all Earchl ' <bje = UL 
t -who.can ſufliciently behold-che6ew©0} 


cd overabe Compendium-of ths 
bt ny well 
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God's works are. all full of perte&iop, the whole Creation had not;* 4-4 
le lame part. In the Souls eminence, view the Bodies excellence : | 
Man was Gods' Image, not the Soul only ; the Body was nat God's 
Image in reſpect of ies Forme. (fince he is inviſible, incomprehen- 
fible, andcannot be by us dehined ) but,as it.is the inferjour part 
of Man, and inſeparable Compamon, of "the rational Soul; fo it 
alſo enjoyed a right in the-ſawe Attributes, and Priviledges, the. 
Soul then giving a Majelty-to the. Face, and: being made more | 
reſplendent, by the tellow(hip and harmonious marriage with the | 
Body the Body being,. negeflarily.moſt obvious to be- imployed | 
in all terrene and inferiour actions, as the other in Heavenly Con- 
templations. Thus with comtort.have we gazed upon Man, glo- | 
z 
| 


: 


rious Ip his Creation, as the Sun aſcending from Earth 3 21y, (As | 
an oþjjet to move a religious gratefulneſs) ſhinipg in his Meridian 
of Fappineſs; Let us now-1n the third place (with ſhame and'con-| : 
tuſton- of Face, and hearty humiliation of Saul) behald him fitting 
in darkneſs,-quenching his Light in ghe Ocean of fin, and miſery. 
Which declining ſubject, that, we:may more clearly perceive, Let 
us firſt conſider the cauſes of our loſs; 21y. The fall, or a&ir ſelf; 
;4ly. The fearful effects of ſo-curſed. a breach. . Almighty God 
having Created the great World, and, laſtly, Man asan Epitome 
of the whole, Plants. « Garden, therein placing him both tobe a | 2-25 
Dreſſer, and Surveyor of thoſe-zarities;. that with pleaſure each | 
|\ſence#might view-in their Natui e. Wi e; in,their Forme, | 
Jet pans: F 


Of Mans Fall, 
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Gen, 2. 16, 
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' The fearful 
| effefts of Mans 
Fall. 


> 5 
[nation 


Droine Meditations. 


| mighteſt have made thy Ring-leaders fall;a mirrour to view thine 
own in. O blindneſs ! the more blame-worthy,the leſs'ro be pittied, 
ſince thy ſelf didſt both willingly, wilfully, and ſpeedily occaſion 
it. Had thy gracious God imprifoned- all thy ſences within his 
great command, all Judgments would have condemned thy vn. 
grateful diſobedience; how much more blameable art thou that 
mighteſt have viewed it, toucht it, "and delighted thy ſelf with 
the fragrancy of that pleaſant"Fruit eternally-without offence, and 
yet ſtill defireſt more, even to taſt thy Death. -O bitterſweet! 
ſweet in thy deceitful expeQation, bitter 1n thy accurſed fruition, 


now the good thou had(t, and»haſt loſt; theevil*thou didft want, 
and now enjoyeſt : Momentary was thyTmaginaty pleaſures cer: 
tain, and eternal thy procured curſe: O the Childiſhneſs of Min's 
perfeeſt age ! which ſold the little World, himſelf, the great 
World about himſelf, for ſuch a knowledge which made him 
know good, not more; but leſs, by knowing evil: All things that! 
are good in themſelves, in their firſt enjoying, gain from /us moſt 


Chriſtian would bit deal 
-hisgown Soul, viewing it 
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O behold now what knowledge thou haſt obtained ! rhou knoweſt|- 


Divine Meditations. 
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Death, ſo none from fin, the cauſe of Death: we all alike come} 
into this World, all ſuck in corruption with their firſt breath; no 
ſooner have our Souls a Beeing,but they are in a deep Conſumpri- 
on3 ſo that our lite is but a continued dying,a Prologue of Death, 


according to that of Job t. 21. Naked came we into this World -: 
naked ot goodneſs, as well as Clothes, and naked ſhall we return 
again, except thou cloath us to Chriſt: our beginnings, our foun- 
dations are laid with untempered morter, Can then our after- 
works be unlike the Original? We muſt all ſay with David, In 
Sin hath my Mother conceived me, and T1 was ſhapen in iniquity. 
[s the Root evil, and can the Fruit be good ? Is the Fountain bit- 
ter, and can the ſtreams be ſweet ? «Do Men gather Grapes of 
Thornes, or Figges of Thiſtles ? Hath Adam fallen, and was ac- 
curſed, and ſhall his Oft-ſpring ſtand, and be juſtified 2 No, aſ- 
iuredly There is none good, no not one, we are all wrapt up in 
the ſame condemnation: 0 wretehed Man that I am, who fhall 
deliver me from the Body of this Death? I thank God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let us now, having waded in the gulph of 
our miſeries, from that depth, behold the Height of Gods mercy. 
Thy mercies O Lord are great, and reach unto the Heavens, and 
thy truth nnto the Clouds. Thou haſt delivered my Soul from 
Hell, my Body from Death, thy Mercies are above all thy Works, 
wonderful are they, Who can expreſs them? 

This World is a Monarchy, the great Emperor thereof is God, 
who admits of no Equa), nor Partners in his Government : Kings, 
Princes, and all things elſe, are either Subjects, or Subjedt to 
Him 5 nay more, his Creatures, For by Hine were all things Created 
which are in Heaven, and which are in Earth, things viſible, and 
invi{ibl-, Crimes of the higheſt nature, are only accounted Trea- 
ſons in terrene States, but the leaſt breach of thoſe general Sta- 
'tutes, enacted by the Earths great Law-giver, is not only Capital, 
but infinitely puniſhable : had Man offended either his Superiors, 
'as Angels, or his equals, as Man; it had been poſſible to have re- 
\conciled the one by ſubmiſſion, the other by ſarisfattion : but ha- 
ying tranſgreſied the Commandement'of God, no created, ahd 


fiaite ſubſtance can repair his ruines; forgnfinite is his Juſtice, in-| 


'fivite our fins, and conſequently infinitE oar puniſhment. Thus 


and wiltully we made our felves fo. 


wretched and miſerable are we in our ſelves, by reaſon of our} 
[Fallz and thys deſtitute of .redreſs from others, by* reafon”of the. ; 
greatneſs of our” fault, and' unrecoverableneſs of our loſs : and. 
juſtly, O Lord, do we deferve to be fo, fince wittingly, willingly, 
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Of Man's Redemption by Chriſt. 


"i OD is both infinitely juſt, and infinitely merciful : as his Mercy 
hinders not the Execution of his Juſtice,ſo his Juſtice bounds 
not the extent of his Mercy. Man is here infinitely indebted to 
God, and utterly unable to pay, God's Juſtice requires payment, 
his Mercy places his Son as principal in the Bond, who fully ſatis- 
fies his Juſtice, and repeales the Judgment pronounced againſt our 
| Souls and Bodies. O gracious Father, in this thy Son, our Sayi. 
our, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thy love 1s infinite, like thy (elf, 
boundleſs as thy Divinity, and ſo ineffable, that the Tongues of 
Men and Angels are not able to expreſs it. Mercy implor'd, 
hath its firſt motion or inducement from the ſuppliant z bar thy 
mercy firſt beheld us, when we had no power to view thee, be- 
ing blinded by Sathanz thy goodneſs raiſed us, when we were 
dead and buried in (in, and thy free-love only procured thee to 
move in compaſſion towards us, who were moved through tranſ- 
greſſion, contrary to thee: unvaluable and extraordinary gifts ate 
aſſured (although filent exprefſions) of a fixed and ardent affe- 
ion: But who O Lord 1s able to value thy gift,to declare, much 
leſs apprehend thy love? Friendſhip is reciproca], for a friend can 
no ſooner exhibit any reality of benevolence, but, as it were, 

refletion, he is preſently apprehenſive of the like from the re- 
ceiver, though not in quantity, as being perhaps leſs able, yet in 
quality, as being. not leſs loving. But O merciful Creator, thy 
love met with hatred, the.very object of thy favour was thy Ene- 
my, whom thou -didſt not reconcile with a gift, as fearing his 
power or ability to reliſt thee, ſince he was thy Creature, thy. Pri- 
ſoner, thy juſt ſentence of Condemnation waiting but the watch- 
word of thy will to execute him ! O unexhauſted Fountain of 
wiſdome, there was no weakneſs or deficiency in thee, which 
(Man deſtroyed ) might any whit diſable or diminiſh thy work- 
manſhip in a ſecond Creation, (ince all thy works keep time with 
thy Word ! What cauſed thee then, O powertul Maker, to give 
Life, where Death was due ; Heaven, where Hell was deſerved; 
Pleaſure and Joy, wher® Pain and Torment was incurred | W 

didſt thou give mercy and forgiveneſs to Man, and denyedfſt it 
to Angels; honouring the Humanity with a Perſonal Union, which 
in Adam was a Traytor by Rebellion? Laſtly, Why gaveſt thou 
thy only begotten Son. ro Death, that we might' be thy Adopted 
Sons in Life. Lord, my Soul ſhall anſwer with St. Paul; God, 
who is rich in Mercy, for his great Love wherewith he loved Ur, 
even when we were dead in Sin, hath quickened Us together in 


| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, by Grace we are ſaved. O only begotten Son of the Fa- 
ther, the Word by which all things were made; O light of the 
World, God equal with the Father in Majeſty, why from ſuch a 
height of Glory, didſt thou deſcend to this Vale of Miſery, for- 
ſaking Heaven for Earth, making thy Foot-ſtool thy Throne, be- 
ing included in the Virgins Womb, though the yaſt Univerſe can- 
not comprehend thee ? Lord, thy own Spirit can beſt expreſs the 
reaſon of this thy wondertul humiliation. Jeſs _ came into 
this World to ſave Sinners. Behold, here God made Man; Lord, 
how low is the Foundation of thy Mercy laid ? although the 
height reach above the Clouds, gracious Saviour, who doth not in 
this Mirrour of thy Love, perceive the powerfulneſs of thy Divi- 
nity, as being the firſt and ſelt-mover in this work of compaſſion ? 
thy mercy having 1ts firſt motion from thy ſelf, according to thar, 
thy own proteſtation made unto. thy Children, 7 will love then 
freely. But O my Soul, now thou haſt viewed this beautiful Gate 
of the Temple with admiration, reverence, and affection, proceed, 
for the birth of thy Saviour, 1s but the beginning of his mercies. 
All Princes are but Vice-Royes, God only is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords: Yet who amongſt'xhem is not welcomed into his 
Kingdome, With joyful Acclamations, and royal Solemnities ? But 
loe here, not only the King of 7fF2et, but the great Emperor of 
Heaven and Earth, born 1n ZBethelem. the leaſt of the Cities of 
Judah ; a City, and yet affords no place, but a Stable, to lodge 
and entertain the Worlds Monarch z Heaven muſt point him out 
by a Star, Angels muſt preach him, before any of his own acknow- 
ledge him; and then Shepherds are his Heralds to Proclaim him. 
The ſeque!, and after.ſtory of his Life, is no lefs reproachfully 
miſerable, than this Prologue of his birth. Poverty clothes Him 
with obſcurity and affliction 3o. Years; in which ſpace, his very 
Infancy is not free from Perſecution by Herod: witneſs thoſe Tnno- 
cents of Bethel: z, who ſuffered for him, who came to dye for 
them 3 he flying into Z#gypr,trom the wrath of Man,that he might 
undergo the anger of God, preſerving himſelf not from pain, but 
for pain. O Lord, had thy Loves Foundation been laid in Earth, 
the. hatred and ungratefulneſs of Myn, might have ruined thy pro- 
ceedings, and induc'd thee to have retrograded from thy purpo- 
ſed deſign 3 but behold the Root of thy Mercy was in thy Self, 
which brought forth the fruits of thy ſufferings, thy love being 
natural, therefore wonkefrs Kd of thy grievous; preſſures were 
obſcured from thy view, for thy.przſcience beheld, as preſent, all | 
fore-paſt a&tions, and future events; ſo that thou wert, not igno- 
rantly, -or contrary to thy will, overtaken by them z no necellity 
did enforce thee to underyo fo difficult a Task, lince conſtraint 1+ 
| Ss88S 2 only 
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only prevalent in a finite nature 3 but thou art infinite, compre. 
hending all things, circumſcribed by nothing. Lord Jeſus, let me 
admire, fince I cannot expreſs this thy love, and make me to loye 
thee again in ſome meaſure, that thus halt loved me without 
meaſure. Here whileſt my Soul, full of wonder, deſires to (tay 
| and meditate, thy goodneſs leads me (till forwards, and as it were 
reproves my lingting thus. O Man, bound not thy thoughts pro. 
greſs with the firſt mercies pt = Saviour 3 to wit, that Light 
John 1.5: | hjined in Darkneſs. The Word became Flelh; yea, that the life 
of all things received life, and the Son of God became the Son 
of Man: behold, more miſteries of love not regarded, the Creator 
rejected of his Creature z He came unto his own, and hjs own re- 
ceived hin not. He who ordained Holes for the Foxes, Netts for 
the Birds of the Aire; he who meaſured the Earth as with a ſpan, 
and clothes the Heavens as with a Garment 3 he who is a {elf-mo. 
ving Sphear, whoſe Centre iz every where, whoſe circumterence 
is no wherez He, ever the Saviour and Creator of Man, hath not 
amongſt Men whereon to reſt his Head. O admirable and uncon- 
ceivable humiliation, of greater force, becaule not entorced ; tree. 
ly, not reciprocally undertakep, being therefore of infinite merit 
before God, and worthy of Man's eternal acknowledgment; what 
could Man ſuffer, which the Sqn of Man did not undergo ? nay, 
what anger, torment, p44 rt, th or affliction, could an infinitely 
inraged Deity inflict, which God made, Man did not endure? 
for behold, no ſooner, doth, this.Son of Righteouſneſs, whoſe light 
Luke 2, 32. | is in himſelf, ariſe to. be 2; light unto the Gentiles, ditiipating the 
miſts of Superſtition and Ignorance, the morning ot the Goſpel 
ſucceeding the Evening of {dolatry, no ſooner did he appear to 
the glory of his People 7/>ae}, diſperſing thoſe Clouds of Cere. 
monies, which VaiPd the me Seat, but that preſent Genera- 
tion, prefering Darkneſs before Light, interpoſed unvelict to E- 
clipſe his ſplendour: witneſs John 3.19. And this is the Condem- 
wation, that Light 4s come into the World, and Men loved Dark: 
neſs rather than Light. Alſo, they retorted the beames of his 
Prieſtly Office, ſaying, Noze but God hath Power to forgive Sins, 
They ſhuned the Light of his Coſpel-Propheſic and Teaching z 
witneſs that loving Lamentation, 0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, which 
Luke 13.34- killeft the Prophets, and ſtoneſi them that are, ſent unto thee; how 
often would I have gathered thy Children together, as a Hem ber 
Brood under her Wings, but ye woulg| not! Laſtly, they denyed 
and rejected his Dominion, with that abnegation, Je fave no 
| Joh. 19.15. King but Ceſar. , Lord, were the Children of. 1ſrael: fo ſeverely 
| Num.15.47- puniſhed, for repining, againſt. Aaron, nough but a, Ezpure. of 

2 Mach |Theoe? Was Helrodorys ſo ſuddenly and feartully tortmeured for 
| Chap. 3. | a reſiſt-| 
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\rcliſting the High Prieſt? And doeit thou, who thus revengedſt. and { 
; detendeft tny fubſtitutes, whileft thou wert in Heaven, as being | 
rho turmme of all Figures, the ſubſtance of all ſhadows, and an E- 
erimal High-Yrieſt, according to the Order of Melchizedeck- 1 
{ay, Joſt; thou now, being on Earth, neerer to their reproaches, 
2nd yet not further off trom thy pewer, paſs over their iniqnities, 
tuliering rhy (olt to be crucified by them, whom thy Juſtice ſhuu!d 
have crucified, to be lacriiiced by the wrath of them, whom thy 
,anver Chadſt thou come to deſtroy, not to ſave ) ſhould have ſa- 
criticed 2 Was Noah, Lot, Moſes, Elifha, all Prophets, all Types 
'ot Thee, by thee aided and made victorious over their unbeliev- 
ing and inſulting adverſaries, and why doſt not thou, O Lord, of 
al) Prophets, being now thine own Orator, and yet deſpiſed, de- 
þ mcliih Corazin, Or Pethſaida, with other Cities of Judea, either 
[ by Water or Fue? O Lord, thou art ſtill the fame God: then thy 
juſtice was manitelted, but now thy mercy 15 magnined,. as ap- 
pears by that Deploratton over Jerwſalem, where the Floods of | 
\Y aters are now converted to an Inundation of Teares, the Fire 
' and Brimltone to Jove-burning, and pittying fighes : though ſome 
Z murmuring, azk, From whence haſt thou this Authority ? others 
blaſpheming, make thee a Sabbath-breaker, and eſteem thee as a 
Conjurer, a Glutton, a Wine-bibber, a friend of Pxblicexs and 
Sinners; yet. haſt thou not now a devouring Gulf for fuch Repi- 
, ners, Teeth of wilde Beaſts for fuch calumniating Blaſphemers, 
1 unleſs we behold that one alone bottomleſs Gult of thy mercy 
? moſt extended, and moſt deep, even to Man in the depth of his 
t miſery; Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. O 
e 
| 
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Chriſt, Did fear dead thy revenge due to thoſe Sinners againſt 
their own Souls? No,fear 1s a duty of the Creature ruled by thee, 
not over-rul'ng theez Paſiion 1s incident to interiours, and there- 
. fore below thee, which haſt no Superior : Did want of abllity ſmo- 
-| FF [ther thy anger? No, thy Power is not extinguiſhed, no lels than 
f Infinite, although in thy kumiliation clouded, duwiing thy pleaſure. 
Lord, why did thoſe many Legions of Heavenly Souldiers uffer 

\thy Enemies to carry thee, their General, away Captive? thoſe 
Bonds, which could not rcfilt Sampſon's force, fetter the Armes of 
[thee the: Almighty, who gave him {\trength; "thoſe Nailes faſten 
| || [thee to the Croſs, who wert as able to deliver thy ſelf, as thou 
| were willing to ſuffer. O Saviour, my thankful Soul, by way of 
confeſſion, replies thus, The unmeaſurableneſs of thy love pati- 
ently ſwallowed up all theſe contumelies and reproaches for love 
inſtead of revenge, thou forgavelt thine Enemies 5 inſtead of call- 
ing for power to deſtroy Man,thou proclamedſt his Salvation cry- 
ing out, 1t is finiſhed: the Angels, when thou wert attached b 

| Tett Judes, 
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| Judas, although within thy Call, mult only be admiring Wirneſles 
of thy Patience, not Executors of thoſe Traytors. Laſtly, thy 
| Mercy only manacled thy hands, and nailed thee to thy Croſs, | 
making Thee a Tranſgreſlor, by the bearing of our Sins, that 


we might become righteous, through the Imputation of thy Me-: 
1 Pet. 2,34 |rits, according to that of Peter, Who his own Self bare our Sins in 
| his Body on the Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſhoWd live in 
Righteouſneſs, by whoſe Stripes we are healed. Thele things, | 

gracious Saviour, yea infinitely more, haſt thou done for us; which 
fince we cannot apprehend, let us with reverence admire, rejoycing! 
that we have view'd thee in thy Birth, to be our Kinſman, in thy: 
Life our Example, in thy Death our Saviour, after Death our; 
Reſurreftion, and Glory. Lord, what art thou not unto vs? a' 
Palme for our Wounds, a Laver for our Souls; a Sacrifice for cu; 
| Sins, and the Lite of our Death. What haſt thou not {uttered 
' for us? Wert thou not humbled in thy Birth, perſecuted all thy, 
Life, and though innocent, adjudged to Death, that our Nature; 
| might be exalted, our Lite enlarged, our Guilt acquitted 2 Wert: 
| thou not ſ{courged, diſrobed, Crowned with Thorns, lifted upon 
the Croſs, derided, athirſt, forfaken, and {lain, that we might be 
delivered from the Judgments of thy Father, clothed with thy 
Righteouſneſs, Crowned with thy Glory, lifted up into Heaven, ; 
freed from the mocks of Sathan, ſatisfied with the ſweet draughts; 


'of thy Love, received of thee for ever, to Live Eternally ? 1 hat 

Plal, 115.12- | ſhall 7 render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me * | 

(will take the Cup of Salvation, and call upon his Name, ſaying, ! 

Luk, 2: 14+ ' Glory be to God in the Higheſt, Peace on Earth, good ITill to- 

wards Men : Praiſe Ee, and Honour, and Glory, and Power be unto 
Hire that ſttteth on the Throne, and unto the Lamb f Or CUVErmore. 


1 Reve 5. 33. 


Sol: Deo Gloria. 


A Concluding Prayer. 
Eternal, Infinite, and Everlaiting God, by 


whom all things were Created, that are made,| 
and in whom we Live, Move, and have our 
Beeing ; I, thy poor Creature, humbly beſeech T bee 
to deal gractonſly With me, thy Servant, pardaning 
ail my Offences, and paſſing by all the errors, wants, 
and imperfections, Committed in theſe my feeble Me- 
ditations. O Lord, I praiſe T bee for thy favourable] 
aſſistance of my weakneſs, ever confeſſing thy g eat 
Goodneſs in my Creation, the Pride, Incredulity, and 
Weakneſs of my Nature, in Mans Fall, and thy 
Infinite Mercy in my Redemption. O het the one 
rejoyce me, the of ber humble me, and the laft make 
me obediently thank ful 7n the obſervant perform ance 
of all thy Commands ; that ſo I may glorifie T bee, 
which is the end of my Beeing, repent, and believe in 
T hee, who art the Reſurrefion of my Fall, and live 
With T hee Eternally, which is the ( ompleatment of 
my Salvation, and fulfilling of my Hope, which 5s 
fixxt m Feſus Chri L 3 To whom, with the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, be all poſſble Praiſe,Obedience, 
and T hanksgtving, now and for ever. | 


Amen. 
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cies, Provi- 
Ieliverances 
Vouchſafed, 
(Infinite in 
To the moſt 
Author ; And 


of his neer Reverence and filial fear. Hallelxjah. Relations. 


Eternal FATHER, Glorious SON, and Holy GHOST, 

T hree Perſons, but One GOD, in Eſlence, who the HOST 
Of Heaven and Earth did'(t make, and art Goodneſs, 
Power, Juſtice, Truth, Love, Wiſdome, Holineſs ; 


Accept dear Lord in Goodneſs what's here Thize, 

And in Thy ME KCT Pardon what is Mine. 
Yea, Let this Hwmble Work, a futare. B AS 18 be, 
For S4INTS to raiſe Colums of Glory unto Thee: _ 
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Occaſional Meditations 
E 
BEN 
EZER 
BETHER1O 
hath GOD 
helped me. 1 84. 
7. 12. Bethel; the 
Houle of God, Gen. 
28. 19. A Pillar of 
PRAISE Ereqted by 
An Englih JACOB 
unto the onely Infinite , 
Eternal, and Almighty ] EH O- 
VAH, in all Sincerity, Humility, 


To Thee, with Jacos, SAMUEL, 
AP1iLltlaR I EREcrT, to tell 
All Future AG xs, to thy PrRA1sSE, 
Thy MErcixs to Meall my Days s: 
Their*s, like their Faith, was of firm Stone, 
Mine , weak, like Me, a PAPE & One. 
O let thy Strength made Perfect be, 
In my Great IMBECTILIT Y- 
Two Mites, Goats Hair, from Hearts moſt free, 
Are JEWELS, in Thy TR BASUR yY: 
Lo R Þ, had | Men, and Angels Tongues, 
That Kz y would be below the SoNG s, 
Of Thanxs-GrvinG,lT owe to Turxs, 
For what in Chr 1ST thoudid'ſt for ME ; 
From which Erernal Love, forth Springs 
The Temporal Mercies, which theſe Hymns 
Commemorate, O let Free GRACE 
Be. eAdamantine, and my — BDASB, 


And JRon-HEART, to Traxx attract 


SeaPd by Thy SA cRAMENTAL AQ, 
So ſhall my Perſon, and theſe Sheets, 
Which I proſtrate at Try bleſt Fzezr; 
Received be, as being PERFU M*D 
By thy ſweet SPIRIT, and only Tun'd 
Unto "thy Praiſe z and thy Great Name, 
Be bleſt by Ar r that read the fame; 
Who ſhall, by Favours ſhew'd ro MzxEz, 
Be mov'd to Love, and Truſt in Taxzs. 


temporal Mer- 


dences, and 
Graciouſly 
By the Lord, 
Goodneſs ; ) 
unworthy 


to many alſo 
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EXHORTATORY EPISTLE 


TO THE 
Nobility, and Gentry of Great Britain. 


Right Honorable, "EIS | | 
Oble and generous Spirits of this famous Iſland : Whoſe 


__ Perſons I truly love and honour, «ll TE pg and 
4. of the ſame Nation with me; as alfi excellent 
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the innate Virtue, Modelty, and Eſtates of all kindes of Perſons; 
as alſo ſo many Frothy, avd Airy amorous Verſes, Ditties, and 
Songs, the Nurſes and Panders of all manner of looſneſs, and 
uncleanneſs, in all ſorts of People. ; 
Had theſe precious Stones, and Gems, theſe ſparkling Dia- 
dems (I mean your choice Indowments ) been ſet jn Aaron's 
Breſt-plate, or been offered up as a gift to God, who gave you 
them; to be for the Ornament and praiſe of his Chureh, his| 
fTcmple: How brigktly would they have fhin'd, as in their pro- 
per Sphear, for which he created them 3 Whereas'they are now] . 
by their fall, from their Heavenly Orbe, to this vile Earth, of 
fin and vanity 3 become like ſo many {liding Sears, which whilc| & | 
they paſs through the darkned Aire of* corrupted, and deceived} | | 
Obſervers, give forth a falſe Light, and ſuddenly are extin@, 
1 [leaving behind them nothing but a corrupting Belly, and a Hell. | 
| iſh, and ſulphurious ſtigk, to the view, and ia the Noſtrils of allf K |: 
Divine Aſtronomers, Pa : 
Is it your higheſt honour to be ſtiled Chriftians? have you at} 1, 
| your Inſtallment in Bapriſme, vowed, and promis'd, to refiſt the} Þ |: 
| Devil, the World, and the Fleſh? And will you by your wanton} | 
| Poems, and vain Sonnets, offer Sacrifices to Sathan, the'Gad off © | 
this World, and to his Idol, the World, and blot, and blur your 
ſacred and glorious Title, and diſhonour, and prophane.that ho-| i 
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{his Example after h 


|ſolox, the flagderous words, and treacherous aQtings of iCxſþ the 
|[Benjamite, the Pſalm of chanklgiring before mentioned for his | 
a 


Dedication of his Houſe. To theſe 1 ſhall add' the Pſaln-yer | 
ned by him, when he changed his -behaviou r. —_ Abdmelech, 


| Beſides theſe excellent Prefidents, and Examples, the ſacred 
Scriptures are full of Precepts, enjoyning. and commanding this 
thankful, chearfull, and ſinging temper, . to be. in all his Saints, 
in theſe words, and the like ; Whoſocve: oftereth praiſe,: glorifi- 
eth mez Pſal. 50, 23. O come let us fing unto the Lord, let us 
make a joyful noiſe to the Rock of our Salvation, Pf. 95. x. 
The like, ?/el. 96.1. & 98.1, Praiſe the Lord, for 1t is good 
to- ſing praiſes unto our God, for it is pleaſant, and praiſe is: 
comely, Pal. 147.1 Tn the New Teſtament we are command- 
ed to rejoice ever-more. 1 Theſ. 51.6. and to (ing with Grace 
in.our hearts, Pſalmes, and Hymnes, and Spiritu al Songs, Col. 
3, 16. Tn which ho 4 exexcile, our bleſſed Saviour hath'giyen us 
laſt Supper, Math. 26. 30.- And that bleſ- 
ſed Poet, and finger of 7/7ael, that Man after God's own heart, 
King David; Who o upon diyers gracious proyidences,, deliver- 
ances and mercies, as well private, as publick, ma 
Pſalmes 3 As, upop the occaſion of his flight from his-Son "ob. 


many deliverances from Sa#/, and all his Enemies; Andiat' the 
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An Exbortatory Ep ſlle. 
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and honeſt Yither*s Poems; which are as ſo many eminent Pi. 
ramides, of whire and black Marble, whoſe tops point towards 
Heaven, as gloritying God, as their chief aime, and end; and 
whole. ſubſtance,and Baſis, (hall as their living Monuments, ſtand 
fixt, and undemoliſhe upon Earth, to their, perperual honour; 
and as teaching Pillars,to Poſterity for ever. Here pcſſibly ſome 


| | Pet. r, 2. 
Rom. I5, 16, 
Rom: S. > 9+ | 
x Pet. oy 
Col: Is $49. 
ih, 29: * 
omi 3 14- 
Rom/ 8. 744 
"$:18. 
«A off. 8 4: 
1 Cor, x.30- 
11! Rom? 5.16. 
loh. 1. 2.25. | 
\ «© $$ 
I. 23. 


| of you may objeft, that you are to ſeck of ſubjetts co 1mploy 
5our parts,” and gifts upon, to the glory of God, and the good 
and Inſtruftion'sf 'your Brethren. 


To:whom I anſwer; View, and contemplate the wonderful. 
Works of our Almighty and moſt wiſe Creator, in the:vaſt Ca- 


Seas3 and you: ſhall finde matter enough, for all the Tongue, 
Pens, and gifts of Men, and Angels; Ee not hke the bruit Beaſts 
that remain ſenſual, and dumb in the midſt of wonders. Are 
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nopy 'of the Heavens, and the large Globe of the Earth, and 
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Aa Exhortatory Epiſtle. 
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follow their holy "example; ſhall not the French Druids, and our , 
own Britiſh Za;as, {ſtand up in Judgment againſt you, at the'laſt | 
Day ? 

Bat poſible ſome of you will ſay, you are'as yet but Babes in | 
Chriſt, and your Muſe cannot as yet mount fo highzas theſe ſub- 
lime Miſteries : ro. whom I anlwer ; Is not the large Mapp of 
God's great, conſtant, and marvellous providences, aCtings, and 
deliverances, towards his Church in all Ages, even from the be- 
gianing of rhe World, until this Day, ſpread before your Eyes 


in-the ſacred Scriptures of truth, and in Eccleſiaſtical, and other 
Hiſtories? Yea, in your own Nation, in this our Age of wonders ? | 
All which, in honour, and gratitude to God,and the edification, 
and encouragement of liis Church, calls for from you, in Imita- 
tion of God's Saints 1a former times, (as hath been atore decla- 
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to. have, received 
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Rom, 13,12. 


Eph. $18, 16, 


Plal. 66. I7, 


An Exhortatory Epiitle. 
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 (Haqd and Foot, and caſt him into everlaſting Fire.” O let that! 
fearful Declaration, like a Thunder-clap, rouſe,and awaken you! 
out of your ſleepy floathfulneſs; the Night is far ſpent, the Day 
is at hand, even of your Judgmenr,and mine; Wherefore walk 
as Children of the Light, and Husband that Inch of your Lite, 
which is behind, edabviing the time, becauſe the Days you live] 
in, are evil, Stir up the Grace that is in you, meditate of, and 
contemplate the ineffable excellencies, and attributes of our In- 
comprehenſible God, as they are manifeſted in his glorious a@-! | 
Iogs, and the fore- mentioned particulars 5 Pen, Publiſh, Print, to! 
this, and future Generations, his wonderful works and praiſes: 

'So ſhall you be Angelical Heralds of his Glory 3 Grandize, and 
Ennobilize your Nobility, dignife, and hononourably perpetuare 
your Gentility : And not like moſt of the preceding Peers, and 
Gentry of this Nation, (which is worth your obſervation ) have 
like them your Names written in the Duſt, and buried 1n obli- 
vion : O joyn then with Angels, and Ark: Angels, and all the 
Triumphant, and glorified Saints in Heaven; in ſpiritual, and 


|to, me all ye that 
Feng = Soul; (1 ſay for my, Soul ) as may. appear in 


divine Hallelujahs here, and you ſhall certainly fing your part] 


with them, in the bleſſed Chore of Glory, to Eternity. 
ſum'd to preſent and dire& this weak Piece to your view, ſo 


love to your Souls, [hall be my Apology to the following ſubject; 
As that my end therein is primarily the glory of God, who! 


Holy Framp Ne of that. Roy al Pſalmiſt King Pavid, who 
[thus In Vette expre 


PT ar God, and I will tell yon, what he hat 


pr 


ſeveral. FeSpor 


gre fb In | the are and app plications, ar 


Right honourable, and renowned Gentlemen; as I have pre. 


what T have above written in Zeal to God's glory,and unfeigned ® 


praiſes is my duty, as well as his command, to exalt in my own| 
[Sou], .and others, as hath been declared, and to perpetuate, as|. 
much as ine lies, to my Poſterity, and to all future Generaz| 
tions, what great, and free love, mercy, and goodneſs, he hath]. 
(hewed.to me, and mine; herein <ndeavouring to ho lk [4 


both h is reſolution an praQiſe; ' Cone un: f 
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;of the loweſt Chriſtiaps,its Feet? O take heed, leſt ſuch pride, 


'and in Ages to' come, (hall read with delight, rejoice, and pratte 
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|be ſo obſcure, as to need a Comment . What you finde is good 


[in voluntary is pardoned by the Lord, I doubt not of yours 


{ly grieved for my own, and your great ingratitude, ( when up- 


j I, fp indebted to our = and gracious God, for number- 


| 
38 K. -w and ought, to make to him a juſt, and thankful repay-| 
|ment; eſpecially,fince our liberal Heavenly Father, ex FO! 
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An Exbortatory Eptle. 
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Here poſlibly, fome great Men,or rare Wits,who (Eagle-like\/ 
ſoar far above my mean parrs and gifts, may uncharitably ſen- 
ſure, and object, (to lay no more) What doth this poor Man's 
Perſonal, or ſpiritual mercies, and deliverances, concern us? To 
ſuch, anſwerzAre you Chriſtians, and fellow-members of Chriſt's 
Body, and will you not weep with thoſe that weep, and rejoice 
with thoſe that rejoice ? As God commands you? Can you be 
living Members, although in the higheſt rank in this ſpiritual Bo- 
dy, and not ſympathize, and be affected with the grief,orweal, 


and inſenſibleneſs, declare you to be no living Member of one 
Church 3 However, I am aflured, all thoſe that fear God, now, 


God with me, for his gracious providences and merciful deli- 
verances, recorded 1n this following Treatiſe; Which 1 although 
cloathed 1n a plain and low ſtile, in the Opinion, it may be of 
ſome carping Momuſles, and over-curious Criticks, whom no- 
thing will pleaſe, but what's their own, or what is like ('Sphyzkes | 
Ridles) to be underſtood by a few; Or that is not imbroidered 
with humane ſtrains of Wit, and Eloquence, or bumbaſted, and 
imbofled. with affeCted praiſes, and needleſs Epithites. For my 
part, I have not endeavoured to humour ſuch 5 nor to drown 
matter in words, but without affectation, yaunting, or racking 
in Proſe, or in Verſe, I have defired to keep to my own Genu-+ 
ine, and natural Diale& 3 And to be underſtood, rather than to 


herein, it flowes (although through my Leaden Pipe) from the 
Spirit of the Lord, the unexhauſtible Fountain of Grace, and 
neſs 3 what is incongruous or evil, it is the finful ſlime, and 
th,which naturally cleaves to every humane Aquzdudt,(except 
the Holy Scripture ) (Nam Humanum eft Errare ) which being 


unleſs, I ſhould be ſo uncharitable, as to think you diſdain to 
imitate ſo Divine a Patrern.' bog 
To conclude,my Lords,and Gentlemen.! confeſs I was hearti- 


0n 2 diligent 4nquiry, I could finde few, or none, (Monutnents, 
or Returns) of this Nature; although I am aſſured, all of you 


o_ and temporal bleſſings, mercies, and deliverances 
is worſe, many of_ you have great Incomes given you 


= % 
R 


and to this end, of wit; parts, and pifts, with which you 


Rom. 12. 19, 


(xxXx) 2 you, | 


An Exhortatory Epiſtle, &c. 
you, but his own Coin, lent you to improve, to his glory, and 
| but a fincere, praiſeful and declared acknowledgments for real, 
| and unvaluable benefits. 

This ſerious and ſad confideration of my own, and your fin. 
full Omifſions, ſtirred me up ſpeedily (leſt I ſhould dye ungrate. 
full) to Pen, and publiſh this Work, not only in diſcharge of 
my duty to the only great and glorious God, my loving, and 
merciful Father; But gs an humble Eflay, and Copy, tor you tg 
write by; which, it byt any one of you follow, I ſhall rejoyce 
much, becauſe ſuch an one, hath received great good thereby, | 
and the Lord by him, much glory 5 But it none, I (hall weep in 
ſecret, for your Ingratitude: And have much joy, and peace, in| 
that herein, I have done my duty to God, and to you; But] 
hope better things of you: In which charitable expectation, I 
ſubſcribe my ſelf, my Lords and Gentlemen, | 


Tour moſt. humble Servant 
In the.Lord, 


J. H. 
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'|{ervation; yet it becomes me, as a Chriſtian, to look far hi 


OCCASIONAL 


MEDII A TIONS. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon the Lord s moſt my Suftentation of Me, 
when I was Born a Moneth before my full time. 


—_— 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


x Very extraordinary acting of Nature, is not only to 
# be admired, but to be obſerved by us; wherefore, 
was I ſo over-haſty to be Born, which the wiſeſt of 
24 the Heathen, accounted the bginning of their mi- 

? ſery? Was I weary of my Eight Moneths Priſon, 
S and ambitious of a freer Place, and Air? Or was 

my heart more hot than others,and therefore ſoon- 
er needed the refreſhing fanning of my Lungs? Or was the Womb 
weary of ſuch a ſinful burden? or rather,did my loving Mother's 
affetionate longing to ſee, and enjoy me, occaſion this Aborti- 
on? was it weaknels in her, or too early ſtrength in me, that re- 
laxt or brake in Pieces the filver Bonds of the Womb? was I by 


cond Womb) to preſerve,and renue my heat,and lite?were ſome, 
or all theſe the natural cauſes of my ed Birth, a 


hu bigher, 


| Unn even 


the care of the Nurſe wrapt in the Skis of a Lamb, ( as jn a ſe-- 
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Occaſronal Meditations. | 


—— — 


F7ck. 16. 6. 


x Cor. L. 30. 


even to him, who 1s the cauſe of cauſes, the beeing of Beeings, 
Natura Naturans; God blefled for ever; whoſe Eternal Will 
and Decree was the firſt cauſe, the others, but ſecondary; Yea, 
he was the Midwite,that brought me forth, thus ſooner, into this 
World of fin, and miſeryz In ſenſe of which my ſad condition 
(as by a natural inſtin& (with all other Infants) the firſt thing 
[ did, then, was to weep, and cry; How much more cauſe have 
I now, and that experimentally, with humble Paxl, to cry out, 
O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this bo. } 
dy of Death; and to {igh out this my Prayer, and ſpiritual 
Hymn unto the Lord ? 


The NEW BIRTH. 
E jaculation or Hymn upon the foregoing SubjeR. 


A Figure of my ſecond Birth to thee) 
Sooner than many others : *Twas thy grace, 
That fir d my heart, during my youthful race, 
And caus d me, ſeek, the free refreſhing Gales 
. Of thy bleſt Spirit, to cool, and fill the Sailes, 
Of its deſires; That from the noiſome Wombe, 
And dark ſome jaile of Sin, I might become, 
A free-born Son to thee, and change my place, 
This Earth, for Heaven; the Birth of Sin, for Grace. 
*Twas thy free-love, which did deſire to ſee, 
(Bleſt Parent! ) thy own Image, born in Me. 
That pour'd clean Water on me, waſht awa 
My Natures Food, and ſtench, and didſt allay, | 
My ſhivering doubts, and feares by putting on, 
Thy Lambs warm 8kin, the Imputation. | 
Of thy Sons righteouſneſs, that from that beat, 
. A life of grace might ſpring, and be compleat. 
Lord, 4,5 thou mighteſt have made my Grave in Wombe, 
Or by miſcarrying, clos'd me in my Tombe 3 
Or made my life, through ſin, a living Death, 
A treaſury of wrath. Let my new Birth, 
" And life, bring forth to thee, the thank ful fruit 
of holineſs; $0 ſhall I Retribute, 
' Thy own in my poor Mite; and to thy praiſe, 


O Bleſt Creator, let my firſt Birth (be, 


"Live thank fulneſs, ſincerely all my Days. 
| | | © "Amen. | 


——_ 
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Occafronal Meditations. 


The REMEMBR ANCER. 


A Pſalm for the Lord's Day: Being my thank ful acknow- 


ledoment of the Lord's many Mercies to me, in my Forma- 


tion, and Beeins. 


A ſeventh Day to meditate 
On thy works of Creation, 
Give me grace to think upon, 
Thy great goodneſs unto me, 
Who didfſt bring, 
From a nothing, 
Me, a ſomething for to be. 


] 5 who giv'ſt in mercy great. 


Next, that me thou e's not made, 
As frail Flowers, which quickly fade; 
Nor a Toad, a Dog, a Swine, 
Or 4 Creature Serpentine; 
But a Beeing rational, 

Fit to ſee, 

And to know thee, 
Great Creator of #8 all. 


That I was no Innocent, 

Organ-leſs Deficient; | 

Nor « Monſter from my Birth, 

Void of ſhape, « ſhame to Earth : 

Thas, and worſer, had I been, 
But thy love, 
Wa far above 

Such, thy juſt reward of ſin. 


Thow art he, that gav'ſi me light, 

In 4 Land wade free from night, 

Of dark Antichriſtian Miſts, 

Pagans, and. Mahometifts | 

Wheye poor Infants with their breatb, 

\ - Sucking 'are, 

InfeFious Air, 

Live a Life fat worſe than Death. 

Onunr 2 


Here 


Occaſional Meditations. 


| 
| 


Here thou didſt unto me give, 

In thy life, new life to live; 

Where ſo many love the Night, 

And with Owles, do hate the Light ; 

Tea, like Fiſh in Jordan's ſtreams, 
Swim With eaſe, 
Into dead Seas, 

Sleep, and periſh, in falſe Dreams, 


Wherefore, L ord,upon thy Day, 

I will praiſe thy Name for aye; 

Till thy ſecond Sabbath (bleſt ) 

Gives to me Eternal Reſt, 

Where from World, Sin, Sathan, free 
I foall ring, 
And ſweetly ſing, 

Hallelujah's, out to thee. 


ARGUMENT, 


Upon God's gracious deliverance of me, from the Infefion 
of the Plague, when being a Childe, I was preſent in my 
Nurſes Hand, at the Bed-ſide of one that was ſick, and 
dyed thereof: whereby many of that Town were infected, 
and dyed. 


— 


Soliloguinum, or Diſcourſe. 


charitable ro our ſelvesz ſuch proved this, of my ſelf, 
Nurſe, and others, to the fick Bed of the Vicar of the 
Town; by which the Inhabitants were infeted, and ma- 
ny of his Pariſhioners followed him, not only to, but into the 
| Gravez whereof many were Children, Plants of my Age, and 
' ſtanding : Cruel Death, as an Enemy to time, and Man-kinde 


(Cri Viſits to our Neighbours, many times prove un- 


| (Saturn-like) delighting to devour render Babes,as well as aged 
| Men, which his enmity, our good God converts to our goods 


that ſo being fote-warn'd, we might be fore-arm'd, and alwayes 
prepared to encounter him z as being both the moſt certain, and 
the uncertain Adverſary. 


O my Soul, hath'Death often by ſickneſs, and danger, wk 
443%H ” VN YL thy 
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Occaſtonal. Vieditations. 

thy Glaſs, and left Summons and Suppenaes at thy Door; and 
hath the great Numberer:of thy Sands;and Days, from time to 
time, ſenc thee Repreeves, with King Phzllip's Motto, written on 
the back-ſ(ide. of them;:.Mortalis es: 1s more than 'three Qtiar- 
ters of thy Years of Lite, poſted away, in Childhood, Yautth., | 
Man-hood, tin, and vanity3- O let the {mall remainder with*s9. 
lomon be thy Eccleſiaſtes, to preach this his experimental truth, 
to thy Children, and all toHowing Generations. 

Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity and vexation of Spirit; that 
ſo thou deſpiſing all' things under the Sun, mayſt ſoar aloft, and 
enjoy that only chief good, that 1s above the Sunz' thy God, in 
Chriſt, blef{ed for ever: ro whom in a thankful-remembrance of 
chis great ſignal, and primitive mercy and deliverance, I humbly 
preſent this following Ejaculation, and thankſ-giving. 


nn — 


[he ANTIDOTE. 
Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former Subjeg. 


Unto dead Marbles, praiſe? and wilt thox live 
Unthank jyl f Shall God's Inſirument,thy Tongue, 
Be tun'd to folly. not unto his Song £ E 
When in thy Tonth, an ignorant charity, 
Led thee into Death's ambuſh,” He ſtood bie, 
Could elſe, one, and the ſame, infe@Fions breath, 
Preſerne thy Life, which brought to others Death £ 
0 in this mercy, greater mercies ſee, _ 
Death ſwallowing others, ſwallow'd up of thee ! 
Lord, ſince in dangers, thow new life didſt give, 
| Let Souls apew, as well as Bodies live; | 
That filPd with praiſe, faith, hope, and fervent love; 
Heart, Tongue, may bleſs thee here, my Soul above. 
Amen. 


FE: lazie Soul ſhall the Tdolaters give, 


— —— 


ARGUMENT. 


Rs 
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| 


th 


:Occaſronal Meditations. 


=: * | (4 DU 
Soliloquiium, or Diſcourſe. 


7 Inful falls .are-a juſt cauſe of falls under Judgments, my firſt 
Sg fall in Adam(could-my Childhood haye pleaded innocency 
DL. as to all other) deſerved not only this, but that which ig 
{,--; Iofinitely:worſes a remedileſs fall into Hell. The indul- 
gency of my Parents in ſatisfying my childiſh deſires, and iy too 
early venturouſneſs,together with the much mettle and jl1 qua- 
lities of my Horſe, were 'the-external occaſion of this my 1ad 
diſaſter; which left me not only on the ground, and cruelly hurt, 
but for a time ſenſeleſs; and only fit to be carried in a Coach 
unto my Fathers Houſe, whoſe loving care prepared not only 
one, to ſet my diſlocated Bonesz but applyed Balſomes unto my 
wounds, by which means, through God's mercy,l obtained health, 
ſtrength, and a pertect recovery. 


pea, 


YOUTHS EMBLEME. 
Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former SubjeR. 


Be ſpiritualiz'd, and from each Providence, 
As Bees from Flowers, ſuck ſweetneſs: then I ſhall 
Praiſe thee for greater mercies, by this Fall, | 
Which was from thee, a milde Corre@ion, 
For Adan!'s, and my own Tranſgrejſton: 
For hadſt thou judg'd ſeverely, I had fell, 
Not only from my Horſe, but into Hell. 
O Lord, me thinks, by this ſad fall, and fate, 
Thou mind'ſt me of my Unregenerate State, 
hen I indulg'd my will, and rid upon 
A wanton Steed, my looſe affeFion, 
hich gave me many falls, wounded my Head, 
My Reaſon - Faculties; yea, left me Dead, 
And hurt in Arm, and Leg, ſenceleſs, and mad, 
Un fit to af, or walk upright. Thus ſad 
Was that my Touthful State, when from above, 
"\.'.. Thou didſt in thy: Carothe, of Faith, and Love," 
(Dear Father), draw, me home, and for my good, 
oy Palſow'd, ang heal'd my wounds, with thy Sons Blood. 
0 let thoſe parts, which thou haſt doubly cur d, 
Be doubly thank ful, and hence-forth impour'd, 


Oo Grftiow God, and Father zg/et my ſenſe, 
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Occaſzonal Meditations. 
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To contemplate, walk in, and'a# thy will, 
Since real praiſe is, thy Word, to fulfill. 
| : Amen. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God's gracious preſerving of me from any harm, by 


Eight ſeveral Falls, from my Horſe. 


S oliſoquium, or Di ſconrſe.. 
M: whole Life, O Lord, hath been a Circle, a Map, fill'd 


full with thy loving and extraordinary Providences ; 
which ſhould I at avy time forget, I might juſtly de- 
ſerve to be forgotten of thee. In theſe eight merciful 
deliverances, I bear witneſs, and ſeal to that great, and comfor- 
table truth, the conſtant, and powerful Miniſtration of thy glori- 
ous Angels, for the preſervation of thy Children; *according to 
thoſe comfortable promiſes, That thy Angels are miniſtring Spi- 
rits, for the good of thy Ele&t; And that they ſhall hold them 
up in their hands, leſt they ſhould daſh their Feet againſt a ſtone, 
Who elle but they, (as thy bleſſed Inſtruments) did put under 
their Hands, and aleviate ſuch, and ſo many down: falls, that 
they broke not into many peces (ſuch a Yerzce, Glaſs as my frail 
Body) nor dillocated in the leaſt, any of the many wheels of fo 
curious a Watch? That is ſo ſoon, and ealily put into diſorder, 
25 appears in the frequent, and ſad diſaſters of others; that by 
ſuch overthrows, have loſt their lives, or the uſe of their Limbs. 
O Lord, great and ſpecial mercies, call for from me, greg and 
ſingular praiſes 3 which after the example of the Man after thy 


memorial of theſe thy many Prefervations. 


_—_—_—_—— 


COD 


The OCTONARY. © 


D# Lord, our Sins, according to thy Curſe, 


Our God, no wonder then, thy Subje&s pay, 

Vengeance on them, that do thee diſobey 
And that the Horſe, ſo oft, hjs Rider a4hrowes, 
For to regain bis F reedome, from ſuch Foes5; 


IXXxX 3 


Heb, I. 14. 


own heart, I humbly offer to thee, in this Pſalm, and thankful | 


Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former Subject. 


Have burthened Earth, and Creatures 5 yea;farworſe. | 


Plal.g1. 11,12, 


T rampling 1 


"1 th 


—_————— 4 


_ Qccaſional Meditations. 


Pſal. 167.8. 


| 


| Pal. 148.8. 
Exod.14 21. 


Dan. 3.25. 27, 


| 


! Luk 15.21. 


' 


| 
_ 


— 


Trampling. them ander Feet, that he might ſee 
That which is burthenjome to him, Earth, thee. 
Eight times ( O Lord) have I thus bumbled, lain 
Proſirate, As oft, Thou haſt me rais'd again, * | 
( In goodneſs) ſafe, and ſound; O let theſe falls, 
Be, both from Sin, and Mercy, bleſſed calls, 
-Kemembrancers: The one, theſe dangers brought, 

And by the. other, my Salvation s wrought ; - 

Bleſt Love, and Wiſdome, that thus throwes me down 
To raiſe me up again, unto a Crown! ; 
Lord, let this cloſe be the Eccho of that ſound ; 
Where Sin exceeds, thy Grace much more abounds. 


Amen. 


; would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
worksto the, Children of Men. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God s merciful Preſervation of me from any Harm, 
when being a Childe, and alone in my Fathers Coach; the 
Horſes running down a Steep Hill, the Boot flew open, by 
a jolt in the way, and I was caft out of the Coach upon the 
Ground,and taken up without any the leaſt hurt,or maim. 


——  — 
— 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


> Lord God, who haſt been a gracious Father to me in my 
el - Childhood, as well as now, in my elder Years ; How 
'great cauſe have I to truſt in thee continually; and to 
celebrate thy praiſe to future Generations? O that Men 


x 


Although violent, motions are not perpetual, yet are they very 
often, hurtful, and - deſtructive, as is evidenſt, by the (ad effedts 
of Pk -quakes,)'W hirl-winds, and Hurricanes, Thunders, and 
Lightning 3 yet all theſe, yea,Fire, and Hail, Soow, and Vapour, 
ſtormy Wind fulfilling (O Lord ) thy Word, ſhall praiſe thee, 
and+ declare thy gracious Preſence with thy Childreny as once in 
the Red Sea, the* Fiery Furnace, and now with me the greateſt 
of Sinners, : the. leaſt of Saints; yea, unworthy to'be called thy 
Son ; elſe, when F-ywas caſt violently out of a Coach, by a Jolt 


CT we 
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 — 


that forc'd openithe- Boot; - the ſwifter - and viblent motions of | 
A anal ; _ the] 
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nent a danger . 
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Occaſzonal Meditations. 
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3J) | 


[the hinder Wheels, had taken advantage of the much flower, 
and heavy motion of my falling Body, and run over, and broken 
my Bones, or pitcht me upon my Head, to the deſtruftion of my 
ſenfe, or life, as hath often happened by ſuch accidents: But if 
an evil ſpirit was in the Horſes, as once in the Gadarine Swine, 
which is frequently the occult cauſe, of ſuch ſudden and uſual 
trenzies of Beaſts : (although taken notice of, or obſerved, by 
few Perſons) yet I am aſſured, O Lord, thy good Angels and 
providence was preſent to preſerve me, from any hurt in fo emi- 
W herefore with thankful David, all my Bones 
(hali praiſe theez yea, thoſe Bones which thou haſt kept from 
breaking, ſhall rejoyce 3 yea, I will further record this thy great 
goodneſs, in this tollowing Hymn, to all future Ages. 


— 


Ihe HURRICANE. 


Ejaculation or Hymn on the former SubjeR. 


Hy Mercy Lord, js a continued AG, 
| As well as is thy ſelf; witneſs this Fad, 
Of Love, which doth ſucceed the four 
Laſt mention'd lens uſh'ring many more. 

O let my conſtant Praiſes, imitate 
Thee, in thy Daily goodneſs, that Tngrate, 
I may not prove; yea, let this Providence, 
Make me more thank ful, as reminding hence, 
Thy higher favours; for my Soul hath bin, 
Shut up, and hurred in a Coach of Sin; 
My Fleſh full-oft, in which my { ffi Will, 
As Charrioteer, hath drove me down the Hill, 
Of Worldly Pleaſures on ſwift moving Wheels, 
Of raging Paſſrons; (Steeds,whoſe Mouth neer feeles, 
Keligious Bit) Pride, Luſt; This Chariot mov'd, 
With feerleſs ſpeed; Till Grace, in thy Belov'd, 
Cans d thee, as oft, to ſcotch it, on 
Some Stone ſome bleſt affliFion : 
By which, thrown out, caſt down, upon the Ground; 
Thy Childe hath lain, as in 4 ſpiritual ſwound: 
From which thou ſtill haſt raiſed me, by the Arme, 
Of Mercy, and Me ſav'd from Iuftful harme. 
0, let me run no more, in Sins career, 
But draw me to Thee, by thy Love, and Fear; 


WM 


Pal. 35. 10. 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


Plal. 19. 2. 


Gcn. 2. 18, 


Nor ſuffer me, for to run down the Hill 
Again, of Earths delights; but let thy will 
Be mine; ſo ſhall my changed Soul aſpire 
Heaven (like Elijah) in a Coach of Fire, 
True holy Zeal; letting my Garment full, 
Of Sin, that thou mayeſt be my All in All. 


Amen. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God's gracious preſerving, and preventing me from 
falling, Horſe and Man into a deep Pit, when I was riding 
in the Night (the Moon only ſhining ) to « Horſe-Race : 
when being upon the brink of it, I was ſtopt ſuddenly, by 
the Call of my Friend, that accompanied Me. 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


Ay unto Day,and Night unto Night,teacheth knowledge; 

ID Thy Mercies, O Lord, are renewed to me every Morning, 

and thy Providences are circular, and without an end ; 

therefore let zxlla Dies be ſine linea; no Day paſs with- 

out my thankful remembrance,and recording ot thy many great, | 
and undeſerved mercies. 

Worldly,-yea, too often finful Pleaſure, is the Dallilab, and 
flattering Miſtriſs of our Youth, ſo that f{laviſhly,and unweariedly 
we court it Day and Night; elſe I would not have loſt my ſleep, 
nor travelled all Night, only to ſee ſuch a tranſitory delight, as 
a Horſe-Racez where uſually our precious time, our wiſdom.,and 
our Moneys, run faſter away from us, than our Horſes. 

The Night'of Ignorance, and the Moon-ſhine of Unſantified 
Reaſon, is of all times moſt dangerous, to Youthful Travellers; 
who when they dream. that they are galloping on the paltrey of 
Pleaſure, towards Paradice, are, before they ſo much as think of 
it, upon the'edge, yea, often fall head-long, into that bottom- 
leſs Pit of Hell. | x 

Lord, thy Word ſaith, ft is not good for a Man to be alone, 
yet Experience teaches me alſo, that Companions in ſinful Va-t 
nities are great Incendiartesz Thy mercifal Providence, Lord, at 
this time mad'ſt my Companion in Vanity, the Inſtrument of 

this 


_ — — 


Occafional Meditations. 


this great 


Amen. 


Deliverance; and alſo made thy Word good; for had 
not my friend, whoſe Elder Years and Experience gave him 
knowledge of the way, and danger, even in that inſtant of time, 
cried out, and ſtopt my career, I had unrecoverably fallen, both 
Horſe and Man, into a deep and horrible Pit, even into Death. 
Wherefore, dear Lord, let me hence-forth never be alone, but 
let a truly enlightned Conſcience, which 1s my beft and intimate 
Friend, be alwayes preſent with me, eſpecially in the Night of 
Temptation, to tore-warn me from falling into the dangerous 
Pit of Sin; which to all thine, is the Figure, as well as the de- 
lerver, of the bottomleſs Gulph of Hell. 


® s Wd 


The PIT. 


Ejaculation or Hymn on the former SubjeR. 


L It is for Qs, to travel in the Night 

Of Ignorance} and by the Moon-ſhine light, 
Of our unhallowed reaſon; After Sin, 
And Pleaſures, till we fall, are taken in _ 
Their Gulph, and ſnares; how oft in Holy Writ 
Is Death, Hell, and AfﬀiGion call'd a Pit ? 
Tea, every Sin; eſpecially a Whore, 
Which Man, and Beaſt, Soul, Body, doth devour 
What cauſe have I, that in my Youthful Days, 
Have ſcap't theſe dangers, for to render praiſe 
To Thee, Preſerver of Body, and Soul, 
From Death, Hell, trouble, and from Sins controul 2 
Thox, went the Yoice, behind me, that cryed ſtay, 
Avoid each ſinful Pit; This is the way, 
Conſcience thou alfs gav'ft me, to fore-warn 
Me ( as a truſty Friend ) of every harm; 
Wherefore I fo Soul, and Body both, 
A living Sacrifice to thte ; by Oath, 
Covenanting for to ſerve Thee, whif ft T live, 
That doeſt new Life, from Sin, and danger give. 


—_- 


ord, in this Night-peece, there is drawn to Life, 
The Day-peece of our Toxth, wherein moſt rife, 
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Pal. 143. 7. 
Rev.9. I. 
Plal. 40. 3. 


Iſa. 24. 17,18, | 


Pro. 23.27. 


Iſa+ 33. 2 I, 


Occafeonal Meditations. 
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Heb. 12.29. 


Pſal. 124. 4- 


| Job 2, 4+ 


1 King. 20-28. 


2 Cor. 11. 86. 


ARGUMENT, 


Upon God's merciful deliverance of me in Three great dan- 
gers of Drowning, twice upon the River of Thames, and a 
third time in Rutland, when being a fiſhing alone, I ſlipt 
from off a Tree into a River. 


— —— 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


lightfully raviſhing, and comfortably ſupporting, is the 
Meditation,and experimental knowledge of thy gracious 
Omnipreſence to thy Children! whereas the thought and 
belief of it, to the wicked, thy Enemies, is moſt terrible; for to 
all fuch, our God 1s a conſuming Fire. 

O Lord, thou art not only the God of the Mountains, and of 
the Vallies of the Earth, but of the Rivers alſo; and haſt been 
mercifully preſent to deliver, and preſerve me, as thoy didſt thy 
Servant David, and Paxl, 1n Perils of Land, and in Perils of 
Water, elſe had I ſunk down 1nto the deep Waters 3. Yea, the 
Floods had gone over my Head, and Soul, as well as jn theſe 
three dangers, they fearfully waſht. my Body and Clegaths. 

In the two diſtreſies upon the Themes, when the Water-men 
were all at a #oz-plas, thy only powerful providence, preſerv'd, 
ſteer'd, and rowed; me into ſafety > In the third, when my own 
Feet {lipt and betrayed me, and the Tree I held by, broke, and 
fail'd me, thy Hand alone ſayed, and drew me out of a watry, 
muddy, and perilſome Pit. = | 

If every leſſer mercy (O Lord) calls for a tribute of praiſe, 
how much more ſuch as theſe,which are thy ſo ſuddain and op- 
portune reprieves from Death ſince it js,a truth, although ſpo- 
ken by the Father of lies, Skin, for skin, and all that, a Man hath, 
will he give for his life. Wherefore fince our lives preſervation 
is the greateſt corporal mercy,. open thou my Lips Q Lord, and 
my Mouth (ſhall ſhew forth, in thele Lines, yea fing forth, thy 
praiſez for three ſo. great deliverances, in this following Pſalm 
of Thankſgiving. 


Oo Incomprehenſible Creator, and loving Father ! how de. 
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The TEMPEST. 


Ejaculation or Hymn on the former SubjeR. 


v\X 
% 


: That filfd with. thy free ſp rit;without comtrole, 


, :Corntimually 4:886vf Luſt, ! 


To uſe, or build, Boats, Ships 3 The Archite@, 
of theſe our floating Chariots, was the Lord, 
Who fram'd the Earth ® Heavens be by bis word, 
To Noah firſt ith Ark,- a Pattern drew, 
Unparallel'd; that we might it renew, 

In little, which is now ſo often done, 

That in one, firſt, bold Drake, durſt (like the Sun) 
Incircle Earth, and Seas; live and lie, 

Within an Intch of Death, and yet not die. 

Upon a ſpawn of one of theſe, I plow'd 

The back of Themaſies, when loe aloud, 

The Wind beats up a charge, on Sins old Jar, 
Fetwixt theſe Elements; Renews the War: 

T interpos'd by chance, theſe Combitants, 

As ſtrangers often fall into made Rants; 

By which raſh at, the force, and ſtrokes I bore, 

Of both, Maugre two ſeconds, arid with Oares; 
Who ſpent, and\ wearied, gave up to the Wind, 

My wooden Fort; who entring #5, to bind, 

And drive along; Thames jealows grew, 

Of ſich bold Seaſures, clain'd ws, as her dew ; 
And-enters with a troop of Waves, our Hull 3 

EreGs her watry Streamers, fills we full 

With churlifh Billowes;, ordering ws to lie, 


N*” humane Courage, Wiſdome did dired, 


_ In her deep maddy Dungeon, till we dic. 


The Wind inrag'd\with this affront, ws tore 
From out her Bahds, and drove ws to the ſhore; 
Thereby declaring the third Elements right, >. 
To #s her SubjeFs,' as it were in ſpight. ; 
Thus far, I take @Poet s liberty, 

To ſhaddow forth my: danger. Now nnty, 

0. Lord; my-8ailes, the affetions of my Sonl, 


Of an unthank ful calme, I may lanch forth,; 
Into thy Sea of Mercy. praiſe thy worth 3 
0 Lord; may Soul imbarkt in Fleſh, ſailes in" 
Sing 0 
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Mar. 8. 24, 
25, 20, 27, 


Joh. 3. 8. 
x Pet. 5. 9. 
Heb. 6. 19. 
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4; mt With evil - dires; raiſing my Paſſe ons 


-— Fillcon ſtantly all my aff etrons Sailes 5 


On which the Prince of th* Aire, that evil ſprieht, 
Blowes praiſeth+fearful Stormes by Day, by Night ; 


Filling the Sailet of my AﬀeGions 


Like ſwelling killowes; ſometimes watry Waves 
of Worldly ſorrow, fill: me; then the braves 
' Of 'Extthly joyes, o're- lades me, till a Train 
.. Led by. mad Anger, caſts them out again, 
. Next in the Whirl pool of fad doubts and fears, 
' My Bark is whirt'd about, neer drown'd with tears; 
But i a calme ſucceeds theſe ſtormes, then he 
Send; forth his Sirens ( Women-like) to me, 
His Tritons Terrene Pleaſwnres, and Delights ; 
That harkning to' their Songs and Charms, I might 
In ſuch ſecurity, run fonle #port 
1he.fbelves of. Euſt, call'd Love, Preſumption, 
And Ptides tntgh tocks; ar if I take not care, 
Be ſr Alowed up in the Gulph of Deſpair. 
Lokd,.ys it thus:experimentally, 
IWihyay poor gonls are all theſe dangers nie, | 
Incumbent dn wet during.ſuch ſad ſtormes, 
Sleep not, dedriuuiomr 5174 me, command. Calmes: | 
Be thau my Pilot. let thy Spitits Gales 


\Let Faith, my. main-mast hope, my Anchor be, 
Andall my-# {ſions quizted by thee : | 
So fhell-1 fodpe alt ſhetwes, all Syrens charmes, 

. #11, Rokks. and \Onlphs, as imbrat'd in thy Armer, 
Tvil has. 5 Batk, brought in 'my Soul on ſhore, 
May VWraiſextkhv\ both; for mercies evermore. 

TDI Amen. 
It | 
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O . Lordy;thy third 4nd great dehiverante 


—_— eee... Ah. ee. en. —_— — 
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\ Of trexfrom Drowning, (not ihe Lady chance, 
Thewweoktd's \Goddefs.) for my Tribute calls, 
--10f Bxatſes:defervedly, (ince.fucb"ſad _ 
Haw, Coffimd wiki wv. Water, mad, und Death; 
Ikereas, frivents thou gaveſh me a new breath ; 
Eds: then rho Angling, Tree, Hands, Feet, betraid, 
And tel mere A watry Pats, wo Aid + \\ 


Double my.firkngth,\ ann Wreaw-me wit to Land. | 
2&88Y | | Bleſt 
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 Occaſi onal M Miitations) 


| Bleſt be thy Name for ir thiss and what thou dad: 
- So often for my Soul ;, when that amid 
Her ingling after Worldly/pleaſures, fhe 
Did fall from her falſe Confidences Tree, 
' Tnia the deep and filthy Pits of ſin, 
And Vanity; a ſtate neer periſhing| 
Tea, when unto this dangeroms fall, 
ly Hands, Feet, Members, did contribute all; 
1 hen didſt thou Lord appear to me, alone, h 
And helpl-ſjs; Renen'd grace, and beard ſt. my moane; 
Gave to my hand of Faith, thy hand'of Love, 
In Chriſt, to draw aud lift me out above 7 
Such dangers, That with the wiſe Merchant, bs 
May fiſh for gems, and the beſt Pearl buy. 
Lord, fince in thee, both ſoul and body live, | 
Accept theſe double Praiſes, which they give, |: (11 


Amen. 


/ ” 


FAR ARGUMENT 


Upon a. great Snow, . and. God s aracions. deftuerange'\of Me, 
and my Servant from being ſmothered, and loſt, when 
many otbers periſhedl therein," in Our ruvel;' kd eters 


ONeC. 


Soltoquinn, br Dife contfe. Wi 
TY Raiſe the Lord; Fire and Hail, Snow. and Vapour, ſtormy |: 
P Wind, fulfilling his word: what means this ſecond deluge 


Sepulchre 5 Why are the EWers of * mercy deſcending in 


t the Air? or rather, of our $1 hearts, fr and rurned 1nto 


Snow, into a Judgment : 5 the;Kar 
our ſins 2nd pacleanuels. Is Lhd v 
Prelatick, that ſhe Cloght he | 
in Surplices, and white Veſtures 
Wab's rime) reverte&4ep Eds eat N Northern tem- 
erate Zone, is:laecomee trap ar cling Kod any Venetian 
Artiſt, that can make 
m the fluid Rivers, pen fone po 
1.7 'Zzz 


\ ms ear without 


of Snow ? baryi ing our Hipd (as it Go in, an Alablaſter | 


arths refreſhing Veins, throu gh.t "cold PLA: Lniddle Region | 


ſceming to do Pennance for | 
3nd Oy a Komani , and | 


to, much delights | 
BY ble Sun (as in HeZe- | 


\&«h£ rs chriſtal- | 


fak- | 


Gal. 5.6, 


Mat.143.4546- 


Plat, 148, 7,8. | 


0 


2 King 420.10, 
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Occafronal Meditations. 


' Mat.14. 19. 


' Plal.36. 6. 


| 


ſinking, the pulſation and burthens of Horie and Man? or are 
the Clouds turn'd Levellers, as having covered ditches and hedg. 
es, the diſtintion of every Man's propriety 3 and turned the ſur- 
face of our Lands, into a Saljsbury Plainz a Berry, as well for 
Sheep,as Rabbets? Whence was that faith and courage that ſpj. 
rited me, upon the providential call of my neceſlary return 
home, (like as Peter's walking upon the Water) to amble over; 


yea, gallop upon the hollow Snow, not fearing Pit, Ditch, or | 


danger? whence all theſe Wonders, and above all, my Preſerva- 
tionz when ſo many periſhed, and were ſmothered, not in Beds 
of Feathers, (as by Tyrants ſome -bave been,)) but in Beds of 
Snow? Are they-not from thee, O Lord, the great Creator, and 
prime Agent in all the works, and admirable Prodigies of na- 
turez the only Saviour and Preſerver of Man, and Beaſt, and of 
me, thy moſt unworthy Servant? Who therefore deſires Grace 
from thee, to exale thee, and to- perpetuate thy Praiſes in my 
own heart, and in the hearts of others, ro all ſucceeding Gene- 
rations, that ſhall read this Memorial, and ling this Song of 
T hank(ſgiving. 


— 


LR — 


'The SNOWIE LANDS$SKIP. 
Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former SubyeR. 


As well as Lips, to praiſe: 
That. in eech mercy, I may ſee 
Thy Preſence all my Days. 


= let my Sonls Eyes open be, 


Thou waſt my Guide, o're ſnowie Plains, | 
Where was no track,, nor way 3 | 
Thou mad'ſt the ſugar fied Rain, Ws fe: 
As ſolid ,as the Clay | 
On which 1. travelPd many Miles, | 


In ſa ety, without fear; 
're Hee 4 Ditch, o tes, and 8fil 
O're Hedge, 4na Ditch, ore Gates, and Sites, 
For hon waſt with me there.” 


Althoug I paſt 036"many a Pit," 


'Filf' d' and "ſmboth'd o're with Snow, 198/97 1 


| Thou would' ft not let me fall in it,” | 
| "Though # deſerver's woe. TIEES $8-113 8 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
'C EE TE: GI 
7 Yea, many periſhing that Day, 
No tere buried above Ground, 
T Looſing their Lines, as well as way, *; 
I Being choaked, ſmother'd, drown'd. 
n 
1 Through all theſe dangers, thou me led, 
r Secure unto my place, 
| With goodneſs, as with Manna fed, 
f Thy Menument of Grace. 
f 
{ O Lord, this World's a Ball of Snow, 
- In Hand it melts away 3 
f Full of deep Pits, which overthrow, 
. All thoſe that go aſtray : 
/ 
; Cover'd they are, ulſo from ſight, 
f By Sathan, and Men's guile 
With Snow (that is, pretence of right ) 
White Devils moſt beguale.) 
Wherefore, O Lord, let not my Eye, 
Be dazled with ſuch light, 
| But be enabled to eſpie, 
Their Pits, and works of Night. 
Let not my Soul, now travelling home, 
Venture Without a Guide, 
Thy ſpirit and Word; nor walk (where none, 
of thine have gone) aſide. 
Nor let me ride oO're Hedge and Ditch; 
I mean, the ſacred Bound 
[4 Of righteows Laws; which Deviliſh Itch, 
Whole Nations doth confound. 
Lord, let theſe Prayers, and Praiſes be, 
Accepted in thy Son; 
So ſhall my Soul, and Body ſee 
Thy great Salvation. 
, 
| Amen, 
L \ Aa444 


| Exod. 16. 35. 


I Cor. 11. 14. 


— 
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Occaſtonal Meditations. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon the Lord's Deliverance of Me, from a Company of 
Robvers, when I and my Servant having a great Charge 
of Money, was W ay-laid by them, at my return home in 
the Forrest of Rockingum, about the Moneth of May. 


CCC —_ — 


— mm_—_— ——— 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


ſured the vaſt Concave oft Heaven, and taken an exa& and 

curious ſurveigh of both the Hemiſpheres ot Sea, and Land; 

I poor flow Worm and Pilgitu:;,had only paced «but thirty 
Miles towards my home; Rackrt with my Journey, roaſted with 
heat, and flowr'd over with iweat and duſt; when on the f{ud- 
dain, my way led me into a moſt pleaſant plain. a fecond Tem- 
ple or Arcadia, tor delight and pleaſure; to guard which, from 
the hot Invaſion of the Sun, or the ſuddain irruption of Storms; 
ſtood round in Rank, and deep F illes, Armies of ſturdy Oakes, 
over-lookt by their tall Chicttains, bauld-headed with Agez yea, 
ſome of them poflibly free Britains, beiore the -Corquelt, ard 
never fince ſubdued, nor ſubjected 5 inſtead of the harth »nd 


J* the ſpace of time, in which the Sun had almoſt twice mea- 


War-like ſounds of Drums and Trumpets, there were «clevared 
in their Armes ( as being Dwarfs) ſeveral fets of Nature's Mu- 
fitians, cloathed with coluured Liveries, of ſeveral forts of Fea- 
thers, after the America faſhion 3 whoſe diverſity, and ſweetneſs | 
ot Notes, and Songs, warbled forth through living Cornets, and 
intrals ; as much excells that of dead Sheeps Guts, as the ani. 
mate, the inanimate; and Nature doth Art, her Ape and imita. 
trix: As for the Plain it felf, which I may well ca}l Nature's 
great Oval Table, becauſe there ſhe Daily tealted ha Goes, 
and cfi-ſpring z it was moſt beautifully ſpread, as it were with a 
reen Caipet of unſhorn Velvet, imbrojdred with many coloured 
and Gold-1ike, Flowers z For it was. now about the Moneth of; 
May,the gladſome and concluding time of her anfiiverſ; ary Feaſt, | 
in remembrance of * her Creation 3 the Feaſts we call wild, as! 
though they had been metamorphized 4@eons, and had {till re-) 
tained his reaſon, ſceni'd tame, and civihz'd,-teeding upon her' 
Varieties, cookt and prepared for them there, without intempe- 
rance, or gluttony : Bur O, how ſhort, and temporary ate all 
Earthly delights, and retreſhments ! for no ſooner was I cheared,/ 
BID) WW contented, 


| 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


———O—— —> - W—_ 


— 


contented, and revived, (after about ten- Hours travel with this 
new Scene of things, pleaſant change, and ſweet proſpet ) but 


| the carreering of four Horſe.men, ifſuing out of ſeveral quarters 
tot the Woods, alarm'd me to prepare for an on-ſet, and to a- 
{lizht, with my Servant; that drawing our Swords, and cockin 


our Piſtols, and backt by our Horſes, we might not be ſurpriz'd, 
but ſecure our ſelves, and a conſiderable ſum of Money : This 
our prepared vigtlancy (as I conjecture) being at a neer diſtance, 
perceived by our adverſaries, they ſtopt 3 united, and wheeled 


ro remount, and to return that Night with ſafety home. 


thee, O Lord, 1s only known to theez who ſtruck the Sodomites 
and Syrians with an intellectual, rather than with an organical 
blindneſs, that thou mighteſt preſerve ſafe, thy Lot, and Eliſha; 
and cauſed the numerous Army belieging Seweria, for the ſake 
of a tew there; and to make thy Word good, and thy Power 
known, to be abuſed, and deceived alſo, by their other Sence 
of Hearing, and to fly, when none purſued them. 

How, and by what means, theſe Robbers were diverted,] know 
not : but this I know, that it is my duty, O Lord, greatly to 
praiſe thee, for this preſervation, and to commemorate it to 
Poſterity for ever; which, accept I beſezch thee in this my poor 
Sacrifice of Thank(-giving, and never-dying Record, dedicated 
to thy Glory. 


Amen. 


The RESCUE. 
| Ejaculation or Hymn on the former SubyeR. 


YT Life, from firſt to laſt, O Lord's, 
M A Pilgrimage, 4 Journing tow'rds 
My home; few, evil, are my Dayes ; 
As wreekt with ſickneſs, ſcortcht with Rajes, 
Of Earthly and Celeſtial Suns; 
Wearied with care, dufied; undone 
With ſlander; | ſweating all wy race, 
Under ſad troubles xd be K-53 
Amidſt theſe travelt, thon-didſt pleaſe, 
Good God, to give t0 me ſome eaſes" 


'Aa448 2 


about, retreating into the Woods again; thereby encouraging us { 


But the true cauſe of this great deliverance, as being from 


Gen. 19. 11, 
2 King. 6.18 
2 King. 9. 6,7. 


Gen. 47.9. | 


hm. 4. Ah. 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


Eccleſ. 6. 12, 


Jam. 4. 6. 


An interval, wherein I did 

A ſweet refreſhing take, and rid, 
As on a Plain, adorn'd with ſtore 
of Flowry bleſſings, green all ore 
With mercies; then I Brutes did ſee, 

Grown tame and civiliz'd by Thee ; 

Tea there, encompaſt with thy Armes, 

1 was from Sun, and other harmes, 

Secur d; then did IT often hear 

Muſick, beyond that of the Spheres, 
Without, within me : But alas, 

1his laſted not; for ſoon I was 

Aſſailed by a Troop of ſlie, 

And Helliſh Thieves, powers in high 

Places ſpiritual wickedneſs, 

Skilfully arm'd, none weaponleſs, 

One Fiend, as I remember well, 

Had Darts of Luſt, inflamd from Hel 3 
Another, Bow and Arrowes on, 

Feather d with Pride, Ambition : 

A third was arm'd Cappee, point Pee, 

With a Coat-Male of Avarice; 

The laſt, with Sword, and Lance; (exceſs 
Of Pleaſures; and YVoluptnonſneſs. 

O Lord, I bleſs thee, who didſt then, 

And ſince, connjel, even when, 

I knew not how for to defend 

Ay Soul, and Treaſures, from theſe Fiends, 
Thou didſt adviſe me to diſmount, 

From my own ſtrength, and to account, 
Humility, the ſureſt Ground, 

Ox which to ſtand, and to confound 

Theſe Robbers, yea, thou did'ſt prepare, 

And cockt my heart, full-charg'd with prayer; 
Thou help'ſt me to draw out thy Sword, 
The Devil-daunting written Word; 

They thws-repulſt, ' fled, gave me ſpace, ' 
For to proceed on tow'rds my Place 

Of reſt, and peace; That Tower whereiw, 
No fear of Sathan, World or Sim; 

The Soul .and Body both, which thos, 
Didſi, and doi ftill preſerve, ſhall bow, 
Unto thy Praiſe E IKE 

And Trinmph iz thy Vito | 


- 
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Occafronal Meditations: % © 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God's good Providence over me, and his Preſervati- 
onof me, from the Vices of the times, when I was left by 
my Parents to my liberty, and alone in the Cities of Weſts 
minſter and London, young, and about Seventeen Tears 


of Age, 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


vanity bud, flower, and bring forth cluſters of Sodom, and 

Apples of Gomorah | no ſooner was I mounted for Low- 

don, (about the year 1625. ) but a Troop of Luſts were on 
Horſe-back allo, ready to attend me thither 3 Y7z. Pride, 1n a diſ- 
guiſe and Garment of neatneſs;z Luft , in alight riding {uit of 
love, and amorouſneſs ; Lying, ina divers coloured Coat of Com: | 
plement and good language 3' and Idleneſs, 1n a wide-made Suit, 
[laſht, and open-{lceved of recreation; upon which, was a tra- 
velling Cloak of friendly Viſits : ſeventy miles as to my labour, 


Oo How early, even in the Spring of my Youth, did fin and 


ſeem'd but a ſhort ſtage 3 but as to my longing defires, five hun: ! 


dred 3 until I gor a fight of the Southern conſtellation of the Exg- 
liſh Geminy, Peter and PaxPs Churches, and the united Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, where I was no ſooner fetled, but I 
found my ſelf unfetled through the multitude of temptations, 
and incitations to fin and vanity. Being almoſt ſuffocated with ill 
ſcent of pride and. vanity,l rodeour for Recreation, to'a Park neer 
it, to find out ſweeter Air , butthere me t the: Proverb was 
verified, The Faris I & bx flo 5. abr ryenks: rae 
of as though t arth' La I w t: ce 

of of Air : "Ther wil 1990's lachanters of of akin: 
raiſe their familiars,' * dc ommn ac d charm thee withigmales, 
poetr of CLore 2 whe zrurged fron | thence, to wal 
| 551 copccived, ina wore privaſs ed Patadice; 


rvate and called] 
Jen 3B tat FI wer 9 coped and! 


———— 
ho... As. 4 


———— 


' Occaſronal Meditations. 


ls... lt 


many moving Groves, filÞPd up, and replanted the Walks, that 
' the whole Garden, was (me thought) changed into a wild Wood, 
! and Wilderneſs; wherefore to avoid this throng, through ſome 
; ſolitary Meddowes and winding Paths, . I ſought in the Centre of 
| the Wood, for ſomeplace of privacy; and found ſome little Her. 
| mitages,where I hoped to have diſcourſed with ſome ſobcr or de- 
! vout Perſons; but found them to be Chapels of eaſe, dedicated 
to Bacchs, Ceres, and Venus; which made me think of the truth 
and reaſon of that Sentence, (Sine Cerere & Bacho, friget Ve- 
'2#us.) TheLord's Day being come, Ithought to ſpend that Day 
better, than the Days of the Weeks paſt, and: therefore Viſited 
the Church of Peter's Weſtmin ſter : which, toſay na more in its 
commendation, (according toRelations) I found to be in ſome 
things, like St. Peter's Church in Aome. 


| 


bur not my devotion, 


and languageabuled. 
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gd: into a deteſtation ; for theroar-Þ 


\w their Tevants at will, | 
| the gaping of Tap, 
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Occafeonal Meditations. 


things, I thought to entertain 1t with more private ( and as moſt 
think (although therein deceived ) harmleſs delights, and recre- 
ations 3 ſuch as Complemental Vilits of fair and vertuous La- 
dies, *Balls, and mixt Dancings; yea, Iaflaid bychaſt and mo- 


Herogliphical Order : But for, and after all theſe carnal plea- 


that Reſt and happineſsI ſought after 5 and being ſeaſonably, 
and gracioully taught by the ſame ſpirit of wiſdome, that in- 
ſtructed Solomon, I ſealed, and that experimentally with him, 
to that truth of God; Vanity of Vaitities, all is vanity and vex- 
ation of Spirit. And thoughlI ſaw an end of all perfeCtion in 
Earthly things, (with holy David) yet the Law and -Word of 


Thankſgiving. 


deſt Rules or Bonds, to bind Cxpid 3 as Ivainly held forth in an 


ſures, my heart was, and 1sſad; yea, I found my ſoul empty of 


| 


Eccl.1. I4. 
the 12,%8. 
Pal. 119. 95. } 


Mat. 3, 16,17+| 
| 4 
Mat. 4. 8, 9. 


Plal. 124. 7. 


Occafonal Meditations. 


ſal. 119.142« | 
TEccl, 11, 10, 


Joſh. g. 3z 4» 
5, 6, 


Verſe 21. 17. 
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The METROPOLITIS. 


Ejaculation or Hymn on the former 


ord, thy Word is Verity, 
| Child hood, Touth are Vanity, 
Elſe had not Such Troops of Vice 
Waited on me in Diſguiſe. 
Bleſt be that Power, which from thee, 
Made them Gibeonites to we ; 
So that they ſhall hence-forth be, 
Hart-hewers, Water-drawers, 
In my Sacrifice to Thee. 


When in Courts, TI ſaw Mem riſe, 
On Prides Wings, by Flatteries, 
View'd, dear God, their Luxury, 
Sinful Luſts, and Glnttony, 
Through thy help, I left that place, 
As a8chool of. Vice, not Grace 3 

A _Dnag-mire, where the rith of t, 
Loſe Eſtates ſpent at Court-rates, 
When Poor Beggars mount aloft. 
When Sins Parks, Vicinity 

Had almaſt impailed Me, 

And thoſe Heards of Women ſpies, 
Had neer filtcht away my Eyes, 

Then thou ſheweſt me, Lord, that time, 
Was not mine to loſe, but thine ; 
And that thoſe that ſpend a Day, 


0n ſuch ſights, and vain g 
Do but with white Dt: 


a 
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Occaſivial Mednations. 


In the Garden; call'd the Spring , 


Where the Flowers, and. Fruit are [2 ; 
In which Round, by Day and Night, 


Devils walk like Angels bright. 
Where young Adams, by their ſuit 
Eat again forbidden Fruit, 
There thou call'ſt me Lord, to thee, 
From thoſe Groves, 
Of wanton Loves, 
Promiſt better things to Me. 


Thence, to Theatres I went, 

Where vain Wits their Poems vent; 
Heard and ſaw ſnch Ribaldry, 
As defiles both Eare and Eye; 

For Ma#”"s mind inchn'd to ill, 
Runs not up, but down the Hill: 
There thy ſpirit to me told, 

He's aſleep that comes to ſeek, 

In a Cole-pit, veins of Gold. 


To Exchanges, Old and New, 
1 repaid, as worth my View; 
There my Eaves were deft with Cries, 
Lackt you Sir, what will you buy : 
Pride and Conſcience in that place, 
1 ſaw ſold; all things, but Grace. , 
Lord, thou kept'ſt my wit, and purſe, 
From deceits, 
And lying Cheats, 


And their Females, which were worſe. 


Then to Tawerns I went in, 
Which I found the ſinks of ſin 5 
There the Devil's Revels be, 
Luſt, and Drinking, Gluttonie; 
Swearing, Dancing, Carding, Dice, 
Cheating, aid all other Vice. 
On their Doors, Lord ſet. a Croſs, 

To keep. me, 

All that love thee, 
From Souls, Bodies, Plagye, and boſs. 


gen. 2.6, 


Gen. 4. $. 


Occaſronal Medriations. 
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Rev, 2, 13+ 


Plal 22. 22. 


Cant. $. 2 
Canr. 6. 9* 
Cant, 2. 6. 


Cant. 5. I, 


Cant. $. I: 
Pſal. 68. 13-+ 


Jerem. 13-23. 


*%. 


| Cant. 5.12, 


Laſt I thowght of a reſerve, 


How to pleaſe, and yet preſerve 

Me from all:unchaſt delivhts, 

By 4 choice of vertnows wights, 

Il ho agreed-at. modeſt Balls, 

ofr to meet by mutual calls,.. - ; 

By mixt Dancing, will not quall, 
Sathan's wiles.: 
Who Os begmles, | 

Give an Inch, He'l take an EL 


Bleſſed Lord, that madeſt me ſte 
Sin, and dangers miſery; 
And that all things here below, 
Are but Ciphers'in a row, 
That a Father was to mt, 
When my Parents left me fi ree, 
In my Touth, and in a place, 
Where. all Vice 
Hah its riſe, 
And true vertues in diſgrace. 


Tet, where Sathan hath his Thrones, 
Thou hadſt Churches, precious. Ones, 
Unto which thou leddeſt thy Touth, 
And declared to me thy truth ; 


There thou gaveſt to me thy love,  - > 


Kiſt- me, call d ; me Spouſe, and Dove, 
And imbrac't me in thy Armes, | 
Made me taſt, 
Thy delicates, 
And deliver d me from harmes. 


Is thy love, Lord ſet wpon, 
Such an Fithiopiat? & 
Did' ſt thou takt we from the Pots, 


i me NY my" Leo ard; ſyors?.\. 


Let me dc comfort” e, 
Now, and ever, unto _ Na ach 
Till 1 be, Þy re led, - _ "\ 
My rſt rt ; d 1 
- arg FOR | 
Then\yo Htuvth, thy Sibohegs Wea ns" 
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Occaſional (Mieditytions. 


ARGUMENT: 
\ Upon God's goodneſs, and gracious Providence to me, in 
| his choice, and pift of a rich, beautiful, fruitful, and 
| which-1s above-all, faithful-and religious Wife. © 
| 5 
| 


JR ——— _ a. Mom, —_ am — & —_ « 


[1 _ — 


Solloquium, or Diſconrſe. 
| Aving expended above the third part of my life,in a ſingle 
H condition, both God and Nature taught me, ,#hat it was 
not good for Man to be alone,no nat in. innocency, much 
leſs 1a a ſtate of corruption and temptation 5 . Wherefore 
after many motions, interviews, and diſappointments, the good 
and all-wiſe ordering Providence. of my moſt 'gracious God and 
Father, choſe for, and gave to me,. as a fit, loving, and helpful 
conſort, and yoke-tellow, The eldeſt. Daughter, and Co-heir of a 
worthy Perſon that was a Knight, Aldermag,. and Lard; Major 
of London; a Wite, not only fruittul in Children, but in many o- 
ther bleſſings: As being a builder up of my Family, by a large 
Portionz One of Natures beſt Pieces for beaury,and proportion ; 
The Pſalmiſts Olive and Vine,for fruitfuloe(s3 And which is a. 
'bove all, and the rareſt perfection of that, Sex. a. Perſon chaſt, 
faithful and religions: -For favor ys deceittul, and. beauty ts vain, 
bur a Woman that feareth the Lord, {be ſhall, be praiſed. Of 
whom, as far as my Obſervation reaches at. this Day, I. can truly 
ſay with Solomon; Many Daugiters have done virtuouſly , but 
ſhe hath excelled them. all. An eminent .Wunel(s of chis her 
Vertue, was her publick ſpirit, care, and love tome, and-her fa- 
mily, In her voluntary ſale,, and: parting with her Jointure, and 
wn Land, yielding a conſiderable, Revenue, and. an/unparallel'd 
Houſe and Seaf,” for the payment of Debts, .and making' provi- 
jon for our Children;,.yea, which is much mote to her perpetual 
honour, ſhe was, ble{{ed be, God, to be. his great. and chiefeſt 
inſtrument, for the-reſtoring part of- the eſtate.to the Heir, and 
for the maintenance of the:Family,. to which, 'during.my above 
Eight Years ſeparation, ſhe remains to be.under God, .a moſt 
careful Supportrefſs.. Which grear bleſſing, Q Lord, continue to 
me, and the Family, in, giving. ber health, and! long life, chat ſhe 
may eat the labour of her oe and ſee her Childrens Children, 
and peace upon 1/reel.;\ At 5 


knowledgment: and remembrance..of ſuch a' plenitude.of bleſ- 
A, = Cecce2 lings, 


* 4 
25 My thankful,. and perpetual ac- | 


Gen. 2.18. 


Pfal. 128. 3, 


Pro. 31. 30. 


Pro. 31. 29+ 


1 


[ 


Plal. 198. 2,6.) 
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F.1 


Cen. 2. 21. 


£24 23, 243, 


* Cw oe —_ TCO} OO} 


| ſings, Accept this my humble Hymn of ,Praiſe, in the hand of 
| my dear Saviour, in whom thou haſt given me the 
ther Mercies. 


Amen. 


[U. 


| 


The Good WIFE. 


—— 


Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former Subjed, 


Oo 


Lord, that out of Man, the Woman made; 
And in bleſs Marriage, her, to him repaid; 
Making two, one a new; That he, and fhc, 
Might be, one Cabinet of Chaſtity, 

A choice Elixar of Society, 

And fruitfnl Seed plot of Poſterity. 

1 bleſs thy Name, that doſt me dignifie, 

Not only to declare, and teſtifie, 

Thy graciows wiſdome, in this myſterie 

of Wedlock, But me, Tenant made in Fee, 

To theſe rich bleſſings, by thy choice, and lone 
Of all theſe Mercies, Treaſur d up in oze, 


When in this Worlds conzening Lottery, 


Where for one Prize, a bundred Rlanks ds lie, 
My ſelf 1 ventur'd; Thou 0 Lord draw'ſt out, 
For me 4 Ring of Gold, ſet all abont 

With precious Stones; One was 4 Diamond, 


P of Chaſtity; next it, in the ſame rounZ, 


Saphires of Faith and Hope, with the Onyx Stone 
Of Sun - like Charity, divinely ſhone : 

A fift, was a fair Rnbie of ſweet modeſsy, 
Joyn'd with « Jaſper of Fidelity; 

An Emrauld next was ſet of Conſtancy, 

With a rich Topaz of true Prudency 

Sweet Ametiſts of Loves, (which loyal arc, ) 


. Tacircled thit Ring, and Jewel rave : 


And for to give' a ſplendor, to each Eye, 

All thoſe were filPd with much Humility. 

With this thou didſt me Wed; giveſt me to wear, 
' Till now,' meer Six and Thirty Tear. 


'..i( Bleſt be thy Grace!) mo Hearts dividing far, 
' Diftarbing: Vs, 'by a Domeftich War: 
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She 3s, O Lord, that bleſſed Vine, by which, 

Thou doſt o're-ſpread my Houſe, and it inrich, 
With Sixteen hopeful Branches; unto whom, 

Drie Breaſts, thou gaveſt not, nor miſcarrying Womb ; 
Tea, thou allaidſt to her, the curſe of Sin, 

The pains of births, and breeding £ Was in ; 
And which, doth much exceed all Earthly wealth, 
Thou gaveſt Us both, a great degree of health; 
Pelican-like, (thy Inſtrument of good ) 

Did feed her young ones, thrice, with her own Blood. 
When othcrs leſſen portions, through expence, 

She made hers greater, by her Providence; 

And was thy help, during my happy fate, 

To mc"" than double our Patern Eſtate : 

And w.:u thou monldreſft it to nought, her pains, 
as ihy leſt means, for to reſtore again, 

A part of what was loſt, that ſhe might be, 
1vther and Father to her Family. 

To Us, from Parents, Lord, deſcends our Land, 
But prudent Wives, are gifts from thy own Hand : 
What's wanting here, to her perfedion, 

View in her PiFure, drawn by Solomon 

Lord, haſt thou multiplied thy loves; And thus, 
By doubling Units, caus'd an Overplus 

Of bleſſings; Let me not divide by Sin, 

1hy Mercies, nor ſubſtra® them in 

And by Ingratitude; Let my ſum be, 

Addition of Praiſes unto Thee, 

And pious fruits; ſo ſhall my Tongue, and Life, 
Be one, like Soul and Body, Man and Wife, 

A !1ing Sacrifice of Thank fulneſs, 

A fr---will Offering, till I thee poſſeſs 

An'! 1+ that Union, there moſt clearly ſee, 

Of holy Marriage, the great Myſtery. 


Amen, 


| 


Pſal, 128, 3. 


Hol. 9g, 14. 
Gen. 3. 15. 


1 Tim, 2, 15. 


Prov, 19. 14. 


Prov. 13, 22, 


Prov. 31. 10. 
to the end of 
that Chap. 


Epheſ. 5. 32. 
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ARGUMEN T. 


Upon the great, and Holy Myſtery held forth to Ts, 


by God, in Marriage. 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 
M *<:: is honourable amongſt all Men, and the Bed un- 


defiled; but Whoremongers and Adulterers, God will 

Judge; Whersfore, Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your 

own Husbands, as unto the Lord; For the Husband is 
the Head of the Wife, as Chriſt is the Head of the Church; 
Therefore, as the Church is ſubje& unto Chriſt, ſo let Wives be 
unto their own Husbands, in every thing 5 Husbands love your 
Wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the Church, and gave himſelf 
for itz ſo ought Men to love their Wives, as their own Bodies; 
For no Man ever hated his own Fleſh, but nouriſheth and che- 
riſheth it, even as the Lord the Church ; For we are Members of} 
his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones; For this cauſe, ſhall a 
Man leave his Father and Mother, and be joyned unto his Wife, 
and they two ſhall be one Fleſh. This is a great myſtery ; but [ 
ſpeak of Chriſt, and his Church; Nevertheleſs, let every one of ! 
you in particular, ſo love his Wite, even as himſelf; and let the! 
Wite ſee that ſhe reverence her Husband. Thus far the Apoſtle, 
Eph. chap. 5. verſ. 22,23,24,25,28,29,30,31,32,33. 

From whoſe words, eſpecially his concluſion, (T his 1s a great 
myſtery) I infer, that Marriage (although not 1n a ſtrict and Po- 
pilh fence) yet, as to a larger OT and conſtruction of the 
Word, may be called a Sacrament, as holding forth by outward: 
and viſible fignes, and things, ſpiritual myſteries, and inſtrudti-| 
ons : Of this nature in Scripture, and many inſtances, as the Ark, ! 
Rain-bow, Red Sea, Rock, Manna, and other ſuch like. 

Is it fo,O my Soul? And hath the Lord fo extraordinarily, and 
abundantly blef{ed this Ordinance, and condition unto thee ; as: 
thou haſt declared in thy foregoing Memorial, and thankful Ac-! 
knowledgment ? Let, upon this occaſion, thy Meditation be fur-! 
ther ſtirred up, and inlarged 3 and from this great temporal 
bleſſing and myſtery, behold, declare, and point out, the fari 
greater and excelling bleſſings, which are, and ſhall be enjoyed 
by thee, and the Church, the Spouſe of Chriſt, by our ſpi:itual 
Marriage, and Union unto Him. | | 

As Marriage 1n the Inſtitution, and in the particular Applica-| 

| | \\ t16N, | 
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tion, is the Holy Ordinance of God, and the bleſſed effeft of 
his gracious Providen. 2, and Eternal Decree : All Marriages 
(according to the Proverb) being made in Heaven, fo is that 
great Architype thereof, the Marriage of the Church, and in it, 
ot every true believer unto Chriſt. The Father bringing every 
one of us to him, as he did Eve to Adam. For none comes to 
me, but whom the Father draws, ſaith our Saviour Chriſt; yea, 
our Election, effeCtual Calling, and Regeneration, together with 
our Union by Faith, and [piritual Eſpouſal to Chriſt our Heaven- 
ly Husband, 1s of, and trom the Eternal Decree, Love and Eledti- 
on of God our Father. 

As the Woman was of the Man, and not the Man of the Wo- 
man; and the Woman was Created for the Man, and not the 
Man for the Woman; ſo was the Church typified by Eve, taken 
out of the (ide of the ſecond Adam, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ſhe might be made (as being his Rib, Beloved, and neer to his 
heart) Fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bone; his only Spouſe, 
and one with him, (as the Apoſtle Paul afferts) Eph. the 5. ver. 
30. This was effeftually done, when being aſleep 1n Death, up- 
on the Crofsz the Beeing, and Redemption of his Church, aroſe, 
and ſprung forth of his ſide, in a Flood of infinite, precious, and 
Cordial Blood, and Water. 

To conclude, this our ſpiritual Union and Marriage, is by the 
Apoſtle called a great Myſtery, as being the bleſſed effect of the 
free grace of God, who is aflentially love; and therefore it is 
as to the heighth and depth, length and breadth thereof, Incom- 
prehenſible, and paſſing all underſtanding, By vertue of this E- 
ſpouſal in Baptiſme,we {as Wives amongſt us) change our names 
into his; and inſtead of Adawites,are called Chriſtians ; And on 
our part, promiſe to torſake Father, and Mother, and all things 
elſe for him 5 and to honour, love, and obey him. On the other 
'part, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt thus betroth'd to us, in holineſs, and 
cycriaſting righteouſneſs, becomes _— our Lord, Law-giver, 
ind Spouſe; our Pattern,ProteCtor,and Saviour, as in the Type, 
'Husbands amongſt us, are, or ought to be unto their Wives; and 
as they, ſo he endowes us here, not only with all temporal bleſ- 
ings, (ſo far as ſhall be for our good; For Godlineſs hath the 
promiſes of this Life, and of that Life which is to come;) But 
with the rich dowry of all the ſaving Graces of his holy Spirit, 
Cloathing us with the white Robes of his perfect and immaculat 
inland, As being made of God, unto us, righteouſneſs, 
wiſdom, ſanification, and redemption z Yea, the Lord. our righ- 
teouſneſs : And as for hereafter,he gives us the earneſt and aflu- 
rance of being Co-heirs with him, of Eternal Life, and Glory. 
Ddddd 2 Amen. 


1 Cor. 11.8.9] 


Joh. 19.34- 


Eph. 5. 32. 


Eph. 3.18, 19. 
Co1.2.9,10, 
11,12, 13 14, 
15. Verſes. 
At. 11. 26. 
Jer. 3. 24- 
Dan. 9. 14. 


Tim. 4.8. 
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EPITHELAMIUM. 


Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former Subje. | 


No Fewels here, for your unhallow'd Fires. 
Lord, I adore thy wiſdome, and thy love, 
That ſhadow'ſt, im bleſt Wedlock, things above 
| Eph. 5.30, | Teaching Us, that, this Unions Myſtical, 
PERe S— | And Jets foes thine with Us; Before the Fall, 
Gen. 2. 21, | A crooked Kib thou ſtreightneſt, gav'ſt it Life, 
my Mad'ſt it a Virgin pure, firſt Adam's Wife 
That ſhe, of thy dear Sponſe, the Type might be, 
| Once crookt by ſin, but now made ſtreight in Thee : 
Eph. 5 25,27. | Tea, in the chaſt delights of Marriage-Bed, 
Her union thou boldſt forth, with thee, her Head ; 
Gen 3. 21, In which, thou giv ſt to her thy loves, that ſhe, 
CA Be'ng firſt helou'd, might flame in love to Thee 
5 gig Kiſſing her with the kiſſes of thy Mouth, 
12. 12, 13. Duickned with ſprit and life, thy ſacred Truth ; 
_ <a 94 Thou alſo her incircleſt in the Armes 
ents ; 4 of th y proteFion ; And her frees from harmes. 
Joh. 6.63. | For why, thy right hand-power doth ber ore-ſpread, 
Cots 2-9... 1 And left hand-care ſupports her graceful head; 
Her ſpriPpal ſenſes, ear, taſt, ſme, touch, ſight, 
Thou ſatis f”ſt with raviſhing delight ; 
Her piercing eye of Faith, ſees and applies, 
me | Thy excellency hid from Worldly eyes 
Plal. 119, | Her eares be'ng fill d with Muſick of thy Voice, 
24. 193. | Doth in thy Word and promiſes rejoyces 
Cant. 15. Thou altogether lovely art, unto 
Cant, 2. 2. | Her inward touch, whence mutual love deth flow ; 
Cant. 5. I. She taſts thy. Spice, Myrrh, Hony, Milk and Wine, 
Of Hope, Joy, Peace, Delight; all ſweets Divine ; 
2 PER Thy Spicknard-.Camphire, fills her ſmelling ſence, 
Yal 25. 8. Alſo thy Caſſida, Aloes, Frankinſence, 
IP And fragrant Oyntments. All which, well expreſ: 
Thy love, truth, mercy, wiſdome, volineſ7s 
Car. 1. 3: Thy power and goodneſs, grace, and righteouſne ſc, 
| Sweet Oders, which her berifh and refreſh. 
In fine, thy Nuptial-Bed is covered ore, 
Cant. 3. 10» And pav'd with love, and fill d with Graces lore; 


B* not this Aire, Men of unchaſt deſires, 


Heb. 8.5. 


| Here,! 
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Here, in her, thou ſhedft incorrupted Seed, 2 Pet. 1 23. 
Begets in her 4 Chriſt-like forme indeed; by $2526 
WWhence follows, that, which joyes both Heaven and Earth, Joh 5. 1. 
Divine Conception, and thy Saints new-birth _ _ 
So that one Chriſt, one Sp'rit, one fleſh, and bone; + 2 _ 
one Body, is thy Church; thas 'twas made one Eccl. 15. 10. 
Hence, as of Faith, and mutual love, the effeds; B-g ec 
Thou rul'ſt, and in her dwelPſt, and her prote@s; 1 Cor. 6. 15, 
Cloaths her with Golden Robes, thy righteouſneſs ; \; II 
Rs | po12.13,13. 
Mak'ſt her within glorious, through holineſ; Eph. 5 30.31. 
Giv'ſt her the promiſes of this World's life, . 
And of that life to come; and as thy Wife, yy pgs 
Crown'ſt her with Glory, ſets her on thy Throne, 15, 16, 
With thee on Earth, as thy beloved One; = ns 
Next, to thy Fathers Kingdome, ber tranſlates, x Cor. 7-4 


Zac.10. 26,21. 
Rom.6.19,22. 
2 Tm. 4.9. 

2 Per.1 3. 1 Pet. $5.4, Reyel, 2, 20, Revel. 3 21, Cant. 2, 36. Reyel, 5. 10. Revel. 20. 6. Mar. 13. 43. 
1 Cor. 15. 24. 


To live with God; Thy Churches higheſt State, 


Another Hymn upon the ſame bleſſed Subjes, 
being Meditations upon my Marriage-Day. 


The T TPE. 


Leſt Miracle of Love! whoſe ſacred Rights, 
Reſtores to Man his own, and re-unites, 
NatureagDiviſion ! Two, Bodies were combin'd 
In Adam once; Loe here two Souls I find, 

Knit in a purer union; How doth the ſmile of one, 

Attend the others joy her fighr, my groanes © | 

If abſence parts us, like as though one breath 

Did fan two hearty, both ſeem yh Death. 

If diſtance Clouds our view, the ſirength of Love, 

Doth make our thoughts, xs well as Bodies move, 

In viſits to eath other + $0, though two parts 

We 5/6 to be, -we \ſtill are one in Heart. 


B 
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| 


John 4. 19. 


The Anti Type, or Application. 


Spir'd by a purer ſpirit, effeÞ the ſame, 
In my unworthy Soul : The Loves of all, 
Compar'd with that of thine, the Original 
Are but as fhades, to ſubſtances; the Kay, 
Unto its Globe of light, as Night to Day. 
Lord,in my Baptiſme review, bow 1 | 
There plichted troih to thee, and did denie, 
All other loves ſave thine; nor was this At 
My ſingle deed alone, but a compa: 
For why? ſo free's thy grace, Man ſo accurſt, 


That none can love, except thou lov ft them firſt. 


Thou art my Head, O Chriſt, can I then be 
A living Member, and not part of thee? 
The Heavens high diſtance doth not dim the Eye 


. Of. Sopls, nox can it leſſen, or wntie 
/\' Thy. Spirits union t' now, nought wants but this, 
' To be unbod'ed where my Saviour is. | 
. (0 let me'be wncloatÞ'd then; And by Angels led, 


To thee, my Spouſe; To Heaven, my Nuptial-Bed. 


Amen. 


—_—SS.u. 


peace,vetwixt me;and my 


ferences, ari 


ARGUMENT. 


| Upon God's all-wiſe, and gracious. Providence, in new 
| of Afeirs,'for the preſerving and- continuing love, a 

twixt own F ather,and Fatbey-in-Law; 
in danger t0.hawe been inter upted;by.reaſen of: ſame dif-| 
from atliſpute, iu. point of. my; Right, as 
to the one; and from in a& of love towards my Family, 


as to the other. 


"I 
I IIIQC% 


'Y Love, my Spouſe, my Savour! Can the Fires 
Sprung from weak Natures notions, and deſires, 
Produce ſuch Sympathies£ 0 let thy flame, 


| 
Solilo-| 


ee th... A tn 


Occaſronal Meditations. 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


S falſe Ground, under the Foundation of a Building; a 
A crack in a Maſter-beam of an Houſe, and a breach in a 
Wall of a City, is very dangerous and deſtructive. So 
are diſtances, d'fferences, and divifions in Families, and 
betwixt neer Relations: This truth, O Heavenly Father, thou 
gaveſt me (even in my blooming Manhood) to know, and to ob- 
viate, when as from two very neer Relations, my own Father, 
and Father-in-Law, upon two different accounts, I had deeply 
ſuffered, both as to profit, and affeCtion ; (and that for the de- 
tence of what I conceived to be my right, and for well doing ) 
Hadſt not thou {O Lord) been to me a Father, Judge, and 
Friend, to preſerve love, and to order and reconcile us; as to the 
things in difference. | 
O Lord, thou haſt tried me at all times, in all places, by all 
Perſons, that T poor Creature might prove, and have a full, and 
ſweet experience of thee alſo, as to thy gracious Immutability, 
Omnipreſence, and All-ſufficiency in all things concerning me : 
For thou haſt, thou doeſt, and I truft wilt deliver me, in, and 
from the evil of all Temptations, and according to thy faithful 
Word and promiſe, cauſe all things to work together for my 
o0d. —_ 
, To thee therefore, O infinite, wiſdome and goodneſs, do I 
offer up the Calves of my Lips, and the praifes ot my Soul, for 
theſe thy merciful, preventing, reſtraining, and commenting pro- 
vidences, in this, and the following Pſalm, as a living Sacrifice. 


Amen. 


The UMPHIRE. 
Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former SubjeR, 


of Tri l 0: ot 7 gab 7 SO W% 
Athan, the. frſt divider of himſelf, ' . & 
Sg And Mean oe Gady js- ſtill a Wand ze, 

id; 


32; 
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Rom. 8, 28. 
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[ x Cor. 13. 7+ | 


| 


Rom. $. 28. 


Rom. s .* 20s 


'Twixt me and neer Relations, by love, 

Which beareth all things, rather than remove, 

Or break, domeſtick, Bonds; ſince ſuch a rent, 

Of Friends, widens in time, growes permanent 5 
Tea, as a broken Bone well ſet, doth grow 

Far Stronger than it was before; Ev'n ſo, 
Through thy wiſe ordering and providence, 
Theſe breaches made to me a better fences, 
Working together for my future good, 
According to thy Word (now underſtosd ) 

In that, Inſtead of long what was got, 

Thou chang'd my part, gav ſt me a better lt. 
Lord, ſince Parental loves thus ebb and flow, 
Give me thy love, which doth for ever grow : 
Let not my Crimes make mortal my ſins wounds, 
Since their increaſe, makes Grace much more abound. 
O bring. me 30 that place of reſt and eaſe, 

Of Charity, and Everlaſting Peace 

Where Devils, World, Sin, cannot divide me, 
From Parents, Fellow- Members, nor from 1hee. 


Amen. 


ARGUMENT. | 


Upon God's mo$t gracious Anſwer of our Prayers, in gi- 

_ wing Kain after a great Draught, threatning a Famine 

. in Three Summers ſucceſſively, Viz. Inthe Tears, 1637. 
1638, 1639. 


BY Ms 


= A—_ ———— 


Prgets; | 8 186 T Diſcomſ 7 
Lord, as fin is the ſubſtance, ſo affetion and judgment, 

Q is the dark ſhaddow'that' alwayes attends ahd accom 
* pames* 1t, 'as the' effeft doth Wd cauſe. This truth was 
verified to'this Nation'of Enylent » In the Years 1637, 

| 1638, & 7639.:When according to thy" Word, a fruitful Land, 
was turned intb"barrennefs, \'for the wickedneſs of them that 


dwell therein. \.: - 


\ 


> by fin, oftef invert the| 
order, 


As the firſt Rebellion of 'Adew brought #'curſe uþon'the whole 
lower Creation; ſo-this wicked off-ſpring, 
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order, and harmony ct the Elements, and makes malignant the 
influence of the higher Orbes, cauſing thoſe Caleſtial Planets, 
which were Created for bleſſings to Man-kinde, to be Executors 
of thy righteous Judgments. 

Of this, theſe Three Years Prodigtes, are clear and ſufficient 
witneſles, when as that only Magazin of light, and heat, to the 
Univerſe, (thy glorious Sun) which chears and delights Man and 
Beaſt,and gives in our Northern Regions, in the Spring, as it were 
new lite to Vegativesz was made by thee, for Ergland's iniqui- 
ties, a terrible Curſe, as occaſioning deadly Diſeaſes, Feavers, 
and Murrains upon Men and Beaſts, through its conſtant and ex- 
ceſiive heat; and like a Globe, and Furnace of Fire, withered, 
and burnt up all Graſs and Vegitives; eſpectally our Grain, the 
{taff of life, deſtroying by this Heavenly Fire, our Earthly bleſ- 
lings. 4 

'P thy Sun, ſo thy watering Pots, the Clouds, which like ſwel- 
ling Pappes, uſed to diſtil ſtreams of fruitful Rains, according 
to thy Ordinance; were now vaniſht, or rather baniſhtto the An- 
tipodesz or if any appeared, they were but dry breaſts, and true 
ſymptomes of the barren Womb of England; yea, .thou madeſt 
the Heavens contrfry to their Nature, to become as Braſs, and 
the Earth as Iron ; that the one might be as the Hammer, the 
other the Anvil, whereon to forge thy many Darts,and ſharp Ar- 
rowes of infuing Plagues. $935 39-3&L 
As thy Rod of Juſtice, O Lord, hath three' Cords, or Laſhes, 
which thou calleſt thy three fore or greateſt Judgments; Y3s. 
War, Peſtilence, and Famine; whereof this is the greateſt, 
as being uſually the dregs, and the effect of the two former; 
So thy mercy alſo hath.a three-fold time, or Plea, (as in the 
Goſpelz) Lord let the Fig-Tree alone this third Year allo, to try 
Sq or no it will bring forth Fruit, -before thou cutteſt 
it down. . 

Lord, as Fnugland's fin called for, and deſerved this greateſt 
Judgment, (Famine) ſo. thy mercy did, during theſe three Years, 
{ucceſſively threatning this grievous Plague; give her three years 


Prayers unto thee, by the hand of our Mediator, for a reprieve, 
and obtained itz and which is much more wonderful, a pardon, 
and diſmiſſion of ſo juſtly deſerved, and ſo long impending a 
Judgment ; for which; great. condiſcentibn, I'will-bleſs thee as 
long as 1 have a beeing., And.that the Generations to. come may 
praiſe thee alſo, I haye in all humility and thankfulneſs, returo- 
|ed and recorded in this, and' the foflowin: 


- — 


( forgotten Goodneſs, and Mercy. 


warning, and ſpace of Repentance ; Yea, did offer thy Peoples 


g Meeters, thy never to | 


| 


Ezek. 14, 21, 


Luk. 13. 7,8,9. 


Anat. 
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UNLESS, 


go0awnoT olds 


The LAMENT ATION. 


Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former SubjeR,! 


From a ſmooth Brow, dart forth thy Fire # 
No Tropicks bound, thy torred Zone, 
Since Britains know no temperate one; 
. Why doth thoſe living rayes, which erace 
»/ Thy Tellus brow, now. ſcorch her Face © 
"No ” Sativn thou; yet the ſame heats, 
Which gave thy off-ſpring life, retreates ? 
Them into Death, and makes them have 
' Within themſelves a wither'd Grave. 
\ See, how'black Clouds. of duſt ariſe, 
To blear thy Beames, becauſe the Skies 
Have hone; In Sack-cloarh, ſee, thy @ucen, 
' Sits; having laid aſide her green, 
1 Her Spring-pdint gone,. wrinkles appeares, 
And ſbews her Ag'd, five thenuſand Tears. 
Art thon n0t jealons for to ſee, 
Thy love lye nak't fore Company ? 
Or art thou Spanioliz'd, and wonld, 
Through theſe new Inlets, ſpie out Gold? 
Doth Hell keep Jubill, and defirer, 
Thee to ' ſhine there with lightſome Fires? 
See Troopes of Blades, whoſe Strength did keep, 
' - Whole Cities, Townſhips ſcarce dare peep, 
' Or fhew.in Field; yea, in theſe feares, 
Some not offending, loſe their Eares : 
Whole Rivers ſcarce thy thirſt doth bound, 
-'. - Whilſt Springs, their heads, hide under ground. 
 17*:\Tell me, 3s Phaeton in place, 
:'| Or Daphne? hath thy. Twelve Moneths Race, 
11%: Fir'd thy: Axtell? f& didft thou fear, -. 
11:9 :O#r Sprengs broe. mould out-brave thy Sphear? 
/.1:112-Byt whence this brightning, (bark) my moan 
: 29113 -iTe, dijevbr ay: a Thunders +4 ub ON 


(Wrath, through that EF Planet bi burns, Earth, Skiee,), 
Mens berres Hearkra ei Ho. T8: 


B Right Eye of Heaven! how doth thine Tre, 


. 
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_ 
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Occaſro onal Meditations 


The Application, and Petition. 


Read Lord! I tremble, and now ſee, 
I) The cauſe of this Cataſtrophie. 
Leaves had the Figg-Tree, wert pruwd, 
Tet fruitleſs Vines, yea, like untun d 
Inſtruments, whoſe Notes do jar, . 
And only Briefs, and Minnums are, 
Of goodneſs; full of ſtops, which lie, 
And diſcord makes, not barmony : - 
Were the Microcoſmes, on which, 
Thy love hath ſhin'd with a moſt rich 
Influx, yet we thy Graces dew 
Dry up, and loſe both fruit, and bue. 
Lord, let thy ſhow'rs on both Worlds fall, 
So (h all thy Sun wot ſcortch, but all . 
Things fruFuate : On ws rain blood, 
No evil Omen this, but good, 
0n that, unbowel Clouds of Rain, 
So ſhall both Spring grow green again. 
Tea, once more Blood, and Water, ſhall 
W itneſs on. Earth thy Peace to all; 
Rivers ſhall flow then in each Place, 
And to both, prove the ſtreames of Grace. 
Bleſt Sp'rit, upon theſe Waters move, 
That both may yield Thee fruit, praiſe, love * 
And thoſe dry Chaps, that want « Tongne, 
Shall ſing a cloſe unto this Song. 


Amen. 


Was Lrought, Amno 1637, #9 2039- 


A thankſgiving for Rain;after the forementioned 


| ARGUMENT. 
The God that. beareth Prayer, wu our , 
And pitty NT to we oo Cart T. : 


®) JEFED FL 


\ $\3 


The 


L Joh IJ, 


ES Joh, S, 8. 


John 5. 38: 


Gen. 1, 2. 


Ls 


Pal. 65. 2, 


Occaſional Mediations. 


Soul. 
A Dialngue b-- 
tween the Soul 
and Mercy. 


Mercies An- 


ſwer. , 


Gen. 9. 12,13, 
14s IS, 16, 
17. verl, 


Gen. 7. In, 


OR A A. M2 


The Shewer of Mercy. 


Ercy ! If peace, 'twixt Heaven, and Us, 

M Tell me | why rears his Cannon thus? 
Why do I hear, where e're I come 

The Warlike Wings Strike up their Drum? 
Seeſt thou-that Fow, ſo vaſily bent, 
As if the Centers point it meant, 
To ſplit through #9; that by one Doom, | 
The World might fall into its Tomb, 
Or Chaos; May be, through Earths heart, 
Nature two counter-poles, World dart, 
Becauſe ( as ſome think ) ſhe's decay'd, 
Her Poles worn out, or over-way'd ; 
No drooping Soul, that thunders noiſe, 
Is Juſtice murmur, 'cauſe my voice, 
Prevailes with God. The other ſound 
Muſters up Troops of bleſſings round 
The Orb. As for the threatning Bow, 
Its my Triumphant Arch ; no woe 
Portending, po he means no harm, 
Who turns the Bowes horns from his Arm. 
Witneſs thoſe orient ſtreaks, which are 
The Enſigns of Earths Peace, not War. 
Since then the String is in thy power, 
Dart ap by force of love, a ſhewer 
Of praiſe 5, then by that Jacob's ſcale, 


Let thy Soul mount with a fe gale, 
"Tis freedome to be Captiv'd there. 
Earths Jubily., _ 

T* me, my Soul, when did the Skies, 

Were ever teares, ſo timely ſhed 

As theſe, which ſtrangely raiſe the Dead * 
Mercy wow puts on Juſtice Gown, 
Dame Earth grown frolick, now attires 
Her front with liquid Pearls, and deſires 
Td feaſt the Creatures; by her lie, 


Take Heaven by force, no danger fear, 

So become Morning to all Eyes? 
And - ſmiles,” under: the old Worlds frown : 
Clear mirrons for to dreſs her by. 


tary) 


_ _—_—___ 


Occaſio#al 'M editarzons. 


Toung Hairs, ſbe buſheth forth, t jig 
Her baldneſs; and like ditf Wh : 

Hath over her, by - LI born, | 
A C anopie of ſwellitg Corn. I | 
The Springs mmaited ;' but ſhe grown © gf 
Feavereth,” to Southern Climes was gone _ 
For health; yet preſents her Queen, 

By Proxie, with a ſuit of green; © | 
With which Earth ſpreads Fer lap, and ſets 
Thereon, her fruits amid delicates : © | 

The feaſts prepard; then in each place, 

Let us before we eat, ſay Grace: © 


The Thankſgiving. 
(3: God, ſuch 4 new World as this, l 


Deſerves, a ſecond Geneſis, 
To preach thy power, and leve, which thrice, 


Hath made our health « Paradice; rw A 
0 give ws innocency too, and was every 
80 place and bleſſing ſhall anew, | pr = wg 


Through Chriſt by right of re-intaile, 

Be ours, and ours, till Iſſue faile. FIC: 
Lord, make all Heads, Fountains 3 all Eyes, 
Limbicks; diſtilling like the Skies, 5 121 
Through heat of love, a weeping Rain z 

Lot hearts, like Earth, grow ſoft again; 

So ſhall ſuch mutual Harmony, 

Shew grace, as ſin works ſympathy. 

And to thee Lord, this truth return, 

That Mercy melts, though Juſtice burn; 

Witneſs Earth, Heaven, my Heart; Eyes, Per 5 

May they this ever melt, Amen. 


ARGUMENT. 


\Vpon God's merciful reſtoring me to health, and grationſly 

ſupporting and comforting me, in 4 fearful Agony, and 
Apprehenſion of Death ; by reaſon of a pines 3 
which cauſed me to ſpit Blood. | M 


++ 0M _.: Goe 
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Qccgfanal Medyarions 
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AR 27. 24+ 


Rey 12, 10. 
Hof. 2. 14,15. 
Col. 1. 20. 
2. 14. 
Heb. 9. 25. 
Chap. 10. 22. 
Rom.$.17,18, 
2 Cor. $. 21, 


I Cor. I. 30, 
Col. 3. 3. 


Joh. 10.28. 
Col. 3. 4. 


"li 


| 
| 


| 


| 


; 


' 


Into an Autu 


with; and that by an'ugexpeRe: and dangerous Spout,or Cattar 
of Rnumetick Rain, ſeconded with a feartul Hurricane,or Thun- 
; der-ſtorm of a rending Cough z which had.not God been very 


of Divine Juſtice, a long Role and Inditement of my great of-, 
fences, atteſted tov by«my own Conſcience, (which is more than 
a thouſand witneſſes). :as7alſo the legal and juſt puriiſhment of 
them; Hell, Eternal Dgath and.Torment ; I ſay again, with all 


| Glory. 


YATES EEE MOLAR 1s) 1 
Salloguiunt, or.. Diſcourſe." 

A $ Pride, Was, and, Contegtion, , are the .ungrateful Of. 
A ſpring of Peacs, and, Plefitys. 10 are ſickneſs, and afflicti- 
on, the Jugcegging and unhappy.Day hers of health and 
proſperity.” 1 his 1s. not. only. my Obſervation, but Expe- j 

riment 3 As having the;freſh Spring of my Youth, after an Hal- 
cion calme,, ayd. time. of health 3,0n a ſuddain turned almoſt, 
mh, or Fall, of that. leavy beauty, and greenneſs 

which my Body (which .1s. but a, Tree inverted) was adorned 


gracious, had undoufifttly ſank both the!PSlot and Vellcl, my 
Soul and Body, I pumping out through the Lungs, much Water 
and Blood. Blutwilkithe Marriners-in Jowah's Ship, or rather 
with Jonah in the Whales Belly: I'cryed,- and prayed unto my 
Gog,'even in this Apony, and-prelupe of 'Death,” his Serjeanc, 
wherein, Pompia waortde,\ magis terret, quam mors ipſa;, As an ad-; 
dition to theſe my inward fears, and terrors ariſing from my | 
dangerous condition, was the apprehenſion of my Arch Enemy 
and Accuſer, Sathan,:preparitgamd ready to prefer at the Bar 


| 


' 


humble and reiterated thankfatoeſs;Ithen petitioned my Almigh- 
ty Saviour, who delivered'\'me'oue-of rhe Belly of this Whale, | 
and gave me a reprieve" from Deathz ſtood'by \me; as he did by! 


Paul in the (torm, and: bad' me: be\vf pood comfort, fince Sathan! 


the Accuſer of the Saints was caſt-out, and overcome in his Vi-! 
tory 3 his: Indicment'and Role'of my Sins; conceal'd and nail-} 
ed upon his Croſs: That my Confcience was both cleanſed.,and 
pacified, through the waſhing of his all-purifying blood 5 And 
that-Divine Jultice-was ſatished to the uttermoſt, by his adtive, | 


and paſhive obedience and ſufferings he being made fin for me, ' 
'that I might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him; Yea, 


that, he. was. mademynto.me of God, righteouſnels, and-ſandtifi- 


cation woo, 290 rRdamptos 4 1 hat my life was hid in him 
with G34: Ari tha  he'had piven unto me Eternal Life: And! 
ea.he fall appear ,--1 $4 appear alſo with 'Rim- in| 

HR "4 Wn , Wh \ 
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Bleſſed Saviour, with theſe Cordials thou didſt, thou doſt re- 
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| vive and rejoyce my Soul z, and. ip great, mercy. didſt anſwer my 
Prayer, and Joyce og my, Me Bee and bogy, to. perfe& health. 

| For which, [ bleſs,thy, name, , record thy praiſe here, and in wF | 
| chis tollowing Hymn, BY ik ALA ard v1 


TITUS: 


OTST 5 (206 JV 
The REPR IEVE,. 


: _ Vin! this to the Tune 
Ejaculation or "in, | | Pike ring ib 
\ \\ | 


iy 
43... 0 ÞÞ t\., | 


Is our lives State! naw Wells anon 
Deaths Imagezai though man(0 mw | 


Was Natures ER Camrriop- . 


5 ga Scare, full of. 2 ES þ | 


Our Touth "arid Detetog "hike 4 \ Flowers. 6h Ita. 28,4 
Withers, as .ſoog, as lagkt upon 3.) i 
Much like the Gonrd of Jonah'*s Bower, | 
An one Day liv'd Hephemeron. Jonah 4.6, 7. 
Sin is the Nimrod, and the-f —_ _ 
Tyrant, that did both pet's ſubjeF; + 
To Floods, Stormes, Earth- quakes,and accur ſt Gen.S, 5, 6,7. 
Mutations, (Wars) thet 4 at | Ky 


. My Microcoſme 4 witueſs ro .-- - 

Was, and is ftill-of this ed "Y _ ” 

Shaken, \and. under. Wattr. brought SY 

With ___ &+ 1h Wane, «Ver Promry Tenth, 

The e et of (b35 Eart e » | 

oh of rs, (perth que, x eſ 20 > Mat, 24. 7+ 

_ Was to make Chaſmes, and Waters caſt 

Out of my entrails; ting d with blood. 


| \LEBECY \ 10 


At which aga 

Into # ha 

Was nf rr: 
of Sin,'s 

'Y 


- 
ju . 


eV? 


Iv 


-Oxtaſional Alednations. 


Luk. 31. 


1 Joh. 1.7. 


{3 Cor. 15. 


Joh. 10. 28. 


Gen, 2. 17, 


| 11 br 


;26, $4, $ $,56s || 


Joh.1 I. 25,26, | 


Ta tremendious curſ eG for Man's ko, SY rebellion agaioſt 


Then my Phyſitian, Lord, thou waſt 3 

Stopt mine, by operjn "s a Vain _ 

- of thy own Blood; and my Soul caft 
Into that Bath, which cur'd my pain. 


Thus Gallen, Eſculapius, 
Thou farcexcel ſes mad'ſi me al whole, 
And by ore-roming Death for ws,” 
Cur'd poth my Body, and my Sond 


| Thou on to both new life, that I 


Being freed from fear of ſhame, and death, 
Might live in' thee, and never die; 


And proſe thee, whyl ft I heve's my breath. 


Ty WS: 


Thou art, Lord, my Catholicon, 

A certain Cure of each Diſeaſe, 
The only" Rvck I reſt upon > 

_ Joy; my, Coryaet: and my Peace. 


* Amen. 


"ARGUMENT. 
Upon God's F TY and manifold goodneſs, in delivering 


me from Death, and giving me a merciful recovery out of 
five ſeveral devgrrins feckneſſes. Viz, From a deadly 
 Surfeit in my Childhood, from an inclination to.a Conſum- 
ption, for. many' Tears in my Tonth ; Ant in my elder days 
from a painful Cough and Plurifie : From two dangerous 
Agnes ; And From exe other "OY WE afters. 


m- ob! Cmmngly 


F <1 juin, or "Pi conſe 


"Er to A F Devth. I 1 and Eternal. The 

cath, is (ſickneſs, who 

rn bs: abing \ am; (for even then we be- 

io. to tie) 'marter, or __ (corrupt hamors, and innumerable] 


?, diſeaſes) 
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diſeaſes) for this all-devouring «Monſter 5 together, with unre- 
movable quarters, until according to the Proverb, He hath eaten 
us out of Houſe and home; So that this our dying Lite, is but 
a living Death. Lord, as all have tinned 1n Adam, to all in him 
are dead; witneſs that thy juſt Statute, and Sentence, It is ap- 
pointed unto all Men once to dye: To which Law (as acknow- 


[ledging my ſelf a ſinful Son of Adam) I humbly ſuboue, and 


have theſe five times entertained Deaths fore-runne1s, or Van- 
guard. The firſt of his Meſlengers, was a ſhort, yet dangerous 
Surfeit, in the time of my Childhood 3 out of which, by thy 
bleſſing upon the means, uſed by a friendly Phyfitian, I was ſpee- 
dily recovered. The ſecond,was a continued defluxion of Rheum, 
which cauſed a conſtant Cough, and inclined me for many years 
(in the entrance of my Manhood) unto a Conſumption. By this 
correction, Heavenly Father, thou didſt moſt wiſely bridle, order, 
and allay the ſtrong and indomitable Luſts of my Youth; that 
beholding daily, Death, thy Sergeant, at the Door, I might fear 
ro at wickedneſs, and ſubmit to thy Diſcipline : This friend of 
Death {which-thy mercy and wiſdome made in a ſence,a friend, 
unto me) by thy ſpecial providence, and ordering me to uſe fit 
means, was,after many years ſpace, and at a'time,and in a place, 
where that Diſeafe was always before dangerouſly afflictive, difſ- 
charged alſo, and I wonderfully, and perfectly recovered. The 
third aſlailant, was a deadly Plurifie, the conſequent and: uſual 
efte&t of a long and violent Cough, which by a terrible pain,and 
ſtrch, made my breathing (the neceſlary Servant and Bellowes 
of Lite) painful ; which after divers Moneths ſuftering,and fruit- 
leſs uſe of many remedies, Thou, O Lord,-that heareft and an- 
ſwereſt Prayer, heard mine, and by thy bleſſing upon a Plaiſter 


11d to my Stomack, and a Purge, didſt in- one- Night and a Day 
tree me from all pains, Coughs and Diſtempers, to the admira- 
tion of my ſelf, and Relations:- 'The foutth Allie, and Spie of 
Death,” was a viglent Ague, whoſe eight' Hours hot fits might 
well deſerve-the Name of a Feaver 3 This' ceaz'd upon me at 
Homby, where thy providence, O Lord, by this'thy Attachment, 
freed me from a worſe, becauſe illegal detainure; Theſe fiery 
Fits, (the very ſhaddows of Het at a certain Hour. evety-other 
Day, for ſome Weeks, like a well-ordered Regiment,made their 
aſſaults 3 and as ſo-many Roemiun Rams, or whole Cannon, 'bat- 
tered all my Rampires of Earth, the out-works of Nature, pre-. 
paring, and makivg a'breachifor their Genieral'{Death) to enter, 
at, But even then'alſo, O moſt gracious God, and Father, the 


| {only-expert Phyfitian, "that oureft -both Body and” Sou}, -Thiou | 


freely, without any Fee, (for alas, I had'nothitig'of-merit to'give- 
Hhbþb __thee) 


| 


" hey . . 
_C__ om * ” " vv 


Rom +$.12,17+ 


Heb. 9. 27, 


Plal., 65 2. 


Jer. 8. 22, 


Occafronal Meditations. OY” | 


Iſay 27. 9. 
Plal. 119.7 5. 


Deur. 15. 21, 


Excd. 28. 38. 


Mags. 3+ I7- 
Mar. 9. 12. 


Iſa. 35 &e 


* Pal 8. 4- 


Cant. 2. 6- 


| | that thou: mighteſſ:heal me. Humble me, that thou mijghteſt ex- 


— __ 


thee) Viſited me, and didſt attend to my cry, and pittied my | 
many fighs, and groansz walking with me in this Fiery Furnace | 
{o that although I was often burning, like 27oſes Bulb, yet I was | 
not conſumed: Yea, thou mad'(t theſe Brats of {in, and death, 
inſtead of Deſtroyers, my Refiners : Diſeaſes and afilictions be- 
ing not puniſhments to thine, and beginnings of Hell, as to the 
wicked 3, But like the Purges, Vomits, and Blood-lettings of a | 
skiltul, and loving Father,and Phylician,for prevention; and for : 
the cure, not for the deſtruction of thy Children, and Patients; | 
according to thy Word, this ſhall be the fruit, to take away their | 
S1N. | 

Praiſed be thy Name, O Lord, that in much loving kirdneſs | 
and faithfulneſs, hath alwayes afflicted me; and did(t then alſo, 
alter a few Weeks, give me a perfect recovery, by thy bleſſing, | 
upon the Medicine of a poor Widdow, even after that the ut- 
moſt endeavours of a skiltul DoGtor proved uneffectual. 

The fifth, and laſt dangerous encounter,was with another Pur- 
fivant of Death, a ſecond painful and perilſome Ague. From 
this Ague, alſo, after three very accute fits, thou gaveſt me a hap- 
py and healthful recovery. Lord, what ſhall I render unto thee| 
tor thele five moſt gracious recoveries, and as it were new lives 
And for thy deliverance from many other leſſer Diſtempers? 
Yea, what have I to return unto thee,fince all I am is thine, and 
all my moſt ſpiritual Sacrifices are lame, weak, and ſickly ? Lord, 
alrhough ſuch were. forbidden under the Law, yet under thy 
Goſpel we have a great High Prieſt, which takes away the ini- 
quity, and infirmity of our holy things z in whom thou haſt de-| 
clarcd (even from Heaven ) that thou art wel, pleaſed with us; 
And who is that compaſſionate Phyſician, that came not to heal 
the whole, but the ſick 2 Bleſled Saviour, heal now the infirmi- 
ties of my Soul, as thou haſt: done theſe of my- Body ; That ac- 
cording to. thy promiſe, the dumb- may ſing, 'and the lame may | 
skip, as the Lamb z''Yea, open thou my Lips, and my Mouth | 
ſhall ſhew. forth thy praiſez O Lord God, what is Man, that thou 
vifiſteſt him, or the Son-of Man, that thou regardeſt him > That 
33a Father, and Nurſe, thou (houldeſt watch over us,trom Morn- 
ing to,Night, and from Night to; Morning) 'Þhat the left hand 
of thy gracious proevifence, ' ſhould, be. alwayes under my head, 
and that-the right-hand of thy .unchangeable. and. feryent love; 
ſhould continually -ymbrace-me.; That thou thquldeſt lead me-ta}- 
Heaven, by the. Gates-of 'Hell,' That thow/ſhouldeſt wound.me, 1 


alt me. That thoy thouldeſt exerciſe me! with, ſickneſs, to teach 


|| $44 d Ann fick- ; 


me how to. overcomeiDeath., The'beight.apd ſumm toral of all 


—_—_—_ 
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Occaſconal Meditations. 


rs es — 


ſickneil?s. O for ever blefled be thy Name, that gives me not 
only believingly, but practically, and feelingly, to ſeal the truth 
of that cordial Word, that ſaith, That tribulation brings forth pa- 
tiencez and patience, experiencez and experience, hope z which 
makes us not 2ſhamed : Wherefore my heart,which thon haſt en- 
larged; my lips, which thou haſt opened; and my life, which 
rhou haſt thus often renewed, (through Grace) doth praiſe thee 
this Day, for theſe, and all others thy great Mercies; and de. 
fires to perpetuate my thankful acknowledgment in this, and the 


tollowing Memorial to all Generations. 


Amen. 


The BETHESDA. 


(Beſt things corrupted, becowe worſe, 

Than others, which ate leſs refin'd. 

By Man, and Angels Fall, \we find, 
This truth confirmd; yea, our beſt meats, 
Putrified , are Diſeaſes. Seats. 


T's is that Axiome, ſence the Curſ Eg 


Hence Came my Surfeit, by that food, 

That pleas'd my taſt ; was ſweet, and good. 
This tempted me to an Exceſs, 
That alwayes brings forth Putridweſs, 
Which Nature ftriving to caſt ont, 

By Vomit, made me fek, throughout. . -: 


This firſt aſſault, Thou Lord withſtood, 

of Death, thus withering: my Bud | 
Of Childhood z: And by Friends advice, - 
Purg'd out my. fckneſd, and its rice; 
Reſtoring heals to me, and joy 

To Parents; grieved hy mwy' annoy. 


L \ h ill Va hh ' <1 


. { : | \ | \ 
All ſins. @ \ſunfeit,.. fe Sulwſt\ > FLACEW 
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Ejaculation or Hymn on the former SubjeR. 


of what. is. goed through our miſuſe, + 


—— — 


Mc ditaiin 
upan my inclt- 
| nation to a Con- 


| ſumption, 


Meditation 


upon my Plu- 
riſiee 


Lightning. 


| The Night be- | 
ore my Cure, | 

" Oak a Night of 
” > 4 Thunder and 


Occaſional Meditations. 


A Luſt, rebelling to Exceſs, 
And yet a want of Holineſs; 
Lord, Vomit, Purge me, and ſupplie 


CC _— 


Thy Grace; ſo ſhall T live, not die. 


Mans Life, from Birth, doth haſten on 
Towards Death, by a Conſumption 

Of morfture Radical; like Lights, 

IWe waſt this Ol by burning bright; 
But Rheums, and Conughs acceſſton, 
Addes Wings to Diſſolution, 


Such was my ſtate for many Tears, 

Which ballanc't me *twixt hopes and feares, 
Until in Mercy thon though'ſt good, 

To bleſs the means, drie up this Flood 

Of Mall-concoFed humors ;, So, 


That it no more My Earth o're-flow. 


:Q1 
0 Lord, the fireames, that drown'd my Soul, 
Are wicked Luſts; let Grace controle 
This: Deluge, leſt it more and more 
Conſume thy radicating ſtore 
That Body, Soul, reftor'd again, 
May be it h full of Grace, not wain. 


As Art, by Succors, Forcers, mount 

Waters, upon 4 like accompt, 

Rheum pumping Conghs, raiſe it, and Aire, 
Above, ont.of their place. Hence are, 
Thoſe ſtiches, pains, "and Pluriſies, 

Which #4 indanger, and Diſeaſe. 


Such was the cauſe, ſu 
neſs 


TV ++ 
When thus 
Lord, thou did 


08# Throne, 


Occafional Meditations: 395 


And bl ſt weak means, refreſht wy Soul, 
And on a ſuddain made me whole. 


A wonder next a Miracle, 
Was this my quick recovery, 
Which merits, Lord, a Pyramid ; 
4 Trophy, that cannot be hid, 
f praiſe : That Saints, in after Days, 
pl 'y bleſs, love, truſt in thee alwaye?. 


Lord, frothy Diſtillations, 

Luſiful Inflammations, 

Shorten ſtill thy Spirits breath, 
Threatning to me a worſer Death : 5 

By pricks of C on ſcience, and Heart grief, 
O give uttto my Soul relief. 


Dry up, O Lord, theſe Springs of ſin, 
T bat 4s obſiruF yn N; 

My ſickly Soul; Let Conſcience be 
Freed from its pains, as cleans d by thee; eb 
So foall my Soul and Body live, EE 


And to Thee living praiſes Hoe. 


The Bodies Earth- .quake, Agues are, Meditation 
Shaking us like 4 pent-up Aires © = Us two 


Then breaking forth, through dur Earth: pores, 
It caſts out Flames, and' Waters Wore z 

Imbalming us with ſweat, as't were | 
To fit us for , our Sepulchre, - | | 


UN \ 


Tal \ 
44d \ 


Such was my two laſt Sichkwel Je, 
Deaths ht M53 Fl ET iweceſs 


Of Health which 20 Can & Fo Woes 
xr flatte oo Hay wy <OEVS | 
Nor yet my © " "whic transfer” WE Re: | 


1 did to God s Conatii ſſroner, | 


4 all - controling Agne, (which | 

e the Familiar of « Witch) DE ag 
D; haunt me, at rs each Day CARE; ge | 
At firſt, till Mercy did allay : 
And to each other, chevy's my ft, ; 


Leſt I ſhould be burnt up by it. 
_—— '  , * HE 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
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Phil. 2: 12+ 
Pal. 69. 9- 


Here ſometimes I, 4s frozen lay, 
Shaking for cold, as Seamen ſay 

Thoſe do, neer the North pole; Anon, 
Burnt up, as one ith torrid Zone, 

For eight Hours ſpace; at whoſe retreat, 
1 almoſt drowned was with ſweat. 


Thus alternative, cold, and heat, 
Predontingnt were, in the ſame ſeat 
And ſubjeF; So the Scriptures tell, 
Sinzers tormented are in Hell; 

Where weeping, wailing, gnaſhing Teeth, 
Shew cold, and beat, and eaſleſs grief. 


Out of this. aavh, Hell, in which 

IT twice was caſt, ſome Tears betwixt 

I cryed with David, > JÞanns Then 
Thou ſaveſs me, as thou did ſi thew - 
Wherefore, as they, ſo I will Fo: 

Thee in my. Heart, * Tongue, Life, and Verſe. 


(0 Lord, I have ( fence Life) began, 

Been ick of a K$u0tidian, 

which ſometime doth me greatly ſhake, 
Z. Ss me quake 5 


% 


With faithleſs fears, which ma 
Anon, mad Anger boyles my blood, 
Breaths out ill hun 277, like a F lood. 
oO purge. ont: quite this Malady, 
And paſſiens tune te Harweny. 


So ſhall ſuch holy temp” rament. 

- Give health to bs with. ſweet contents - 
And fear, thy Waliz'd Joall. ly? 
No Frewbigs ple £2 Fs ſen : : 


Tea, Jus wg 
Burn up, an 4c M-44.n what is: Ya 
A AG S--1 
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Occaſronal Meditations. 397 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon my ſight of a dead Corps, and the Contemplation, 
that Death is the Compleatment of all Diſeaſes ; and 
therefore will be (the Lord knows how ſoon ) notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe my former Recoveries, my laſt, and in- 
curable Sickneſs; but not my Conquerer, ſince Death 


is ſwallowed up in Vifory. 

the ſight of this one Trophy of Death. Reports deli- | 
ver things by whole fayle; and from others, when the | 
rye, more feelingly, gathers a truth from many particulars, as 
being its own Judge, Witneſs, and Informer, The common ſounds 
!of Death, Polts through our Eares, without any ſtop 3 whereas 
the SpeQtacle thereof, by a ſelf-application, . Innes even 1n our | 
Hearts. The diſtreſed Soul, being fled, died, unhouſed ; | 
and the battered Citadel ſurrendered into the Enemies poſle(- 
fjon 3 Loe, how the. Succeſlors of -fin do. Patrizare, reaming, up- 
on theſe mud Walls, and — this Manſjon of Clay ; 

The Lyminaries of the Body, which uſed to ſhine, with a livi 
intombe 


in darknefsz And that ruddy hue,which gave theinaye of fleſh, 
| ro this whited Earth, hath either changed rs 
Every.particular Member hath now left off Its motior and reſts 
manacled in a long;and a. breathleſs Nleep3, Yea, the whole Body | 
is made ready for its Burial, Ties imbalmed in a cold fwear. | 
It's better to be in the Houſe, of Mourning, than of Mirth; to || Eccl:4. 2.2 
be humble, than ſecure; whiPt 'my Eye amazedly wanders over | | 
theſe dead Limbs; *tnethinks,-in them I yiew the true Anatomy | 
of my own fate, and read in pale Charatters, that 1mmutable || 
Decree, It is appoltited to' all Men orice to e.  O Lord, ſince || 
this is thy will, and the Law' 'Nature 3.8 e me grace to ſeek || 
out my Enemy, rather than, ſuffer my my. to le || 
| 
| 


I Cor. 15,5,44 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


Hat a lively Moniter is this dead Carkaſs ! the Daily | 
News of Mortality hath not moyed me ſo much, as 


w Us — en————_— e————— oO * 


| brightneſs, like the Gelly of a {liding Meteor, ly 


its colour, or its place : 


%” 


— w_— 


_ that ſo my pre aratic t may - 
adi n aſſault of F: 


approach, tertifes,” and hurts. 
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Occaſ wnal Meditations. | 


I Cer. 15. 31 


[Luk.16 22323, 


Rev. 2. 17. 

he.as. 11,12 
Luk, 15. 22. 
1 Cor. 15. 54. 


| 
| 
| 


| muſt loſe, the other 1 may loſe. O Lord, which only giveſt light 


| to view thee; not through a fleſhly perſpective, as now, but ſpi- 


| 


| 


| 


ET, Are 
| | And the of cg ner, melts with Fire, þis Ore, 
| ' ©" To aake it purer thas it was before. 


Wherefore let m me dye Daily, with Saint Paul, that when I ceaſe 
to dye, I may begin to live; rather than dye but orice, and ever, 
with the rich Glutton in the Goſpel. The light of the Body 1s 
the Eye, and the Eye of the Soul is Faith 5 the one of theſe I 


in darkneſs, grant that when I ceaſe to ſee Vanity, I may begin 


ritually, in a far more excellent manner 3 And when my Soul is 
diveſted of theſe Rags of Fleſh, and freed from her dull, and 
lleeping Earth, ſhall appear naked in thy Preſence; Cloath her 
with the Robes of beauty, and glory, as having already given her 
a new Name, the Wedding Garment, the beſt Robe; that fo 
when Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Viftory, and the number- 
leſs automes of my duſt, through thy power, new-molded into a 
Body, -my Soul may make a re: entryz from which incorruptible 
and elſe arable Union of Parts, may proceed, an Eternal per- 
fettion oF :Fmmortatity, and Glory. | 
Amen. 


als 


5 The TRYUMPH. 
A Corolary Poem on the former SubjeR. 


O 


—— 


Ut- -face me not, Grim Death, as though th Jy hate 
Ingraved in this dead Corps, could makg my fate 
Et, - bright Mettals, ag 'd with rat, 

t beſt, by fretting thew with duſt. 


** » What, though a poiſonons Waſp thou art, as red 
| Hr patrid matter ;, Death by Chriſt, is dead 
* that Natures Lyon, Fil thow be, 
a SAmpfod's | on ( ſure ) thou art to me. 
_— Troupeph not then, ſo prondly ore this duſt, 
M3 though'it was not lgid up up here in truſt > | 
"Nor vainly think that 1H "Me ad Chaos can, | 
ake me belicue no 7 ecauſe no Man ; ; | 
Bodies are Bht' the Soult \Feah, which. in Caſe | | 
| Wh leaver, we live fllt, thaugh we hinge the place. 
| © 0165 . ' bn ched Grain, "whit Fo the Seeds Man' 5 bend, 
li to be "buried 4 th farrow'd ed, | 


5 a oder | _ Corrupts,) 
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Occaſional: Meditations. 


399. 


Corrupts, then Springs aq p__ forme. So we, 
Once Mortal, aut on Inmartality 3. | 
| \ Thou being but God's Chbinick,, to nevenſe - 
| naar to bit firſt Materials 5: that his' Herſe 
"May be 2 Phoenix Neſft'3 from whence fhall riſe, 
»Fien our Som. pics a: — of Paraplive. 


* % 
. L { 


oY The CIRCLE. 


In Courting Pleaſures, or to taſt 
1heſe' Earthly vain delights; ſince all, 
Add but degrees unto thy fall. 
No ſooner Nature bath begun, and done 
1: 'Her work in thee; but it's undone. 
Ripe Tears, no' ſooner calle thee Man, 
But Age makes thee a Babe again. 
,. Thus Circular, is Mans courſe, our Birth, 
Derived from 'Duſt, returns to Earth 
Being only Statutes made:af Clay, 
' Once to be viewed, then thrown away 3 | 
_ Experimental' Figures, wherein Features 
+ Are drawn, thereby to Limn out rarer Creatures. 


es me, \ fond Man; what Joy thew haſt 


_ 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God? s merciful Preſeruation of Me, and\my F amily 
| in health; in a time of a General Sickneſs, and Mor- 
tality ; which broke forth under the Uſurpation f 
Oliver Cromwell. 


LAY: 


AG 1: Seliloqiuin; oF Diſcourſe: { 117 6 


Ations,in the Holy Scriptures,are compa eas, which 
N: have their Caltmes, and: Stormes; their nd Flow- 
So. theſe, have their, Peace and ealth and 


AL. 


1 Cor+ Ig, 53. 


ONE ina icontinual Viciſhtude. ..O high theſe chan- | 


Pal. 93. 3, 4+ 


foes would prepare 50 OE aft, Freak, can ad. yet uncer- | 
= Change. 2 - Kkkk ISS IIV "England, | 


4 


———_ 
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Occaſronal Meditations. 


| 
Gen. 41.12, 
3, 4» 
Plal. 93. 1, 2. 
' Deur. 32 39. 
Plal. 68.20. 
Plal. 1.48. 23- 
&, 11, 12. 


-Exod. 9. 8, 


Ex0.12.20,30- 


——— — 


Exod.34. 6,7. 


Exod. 33.19 | 
Jam. I. $. 


Mark 4. 25- 


LY alt” - wa WY 


— 


— 


England! and I in England, bear witnie(s to all this; as having 
ſeen, and experimenred- its-trath : particalarly that of health, 
and fickne(s;* whetof a ſuddain; (as in the Dream of Pharaoh's 
Kine) our flonriſhing health 'was' devoured;'by lean and mace- 
rating Diſeaſes, + Wherefore, -ler us humbly acknowledge, that 
the Lord alone Reaigns in Heaven,and ii Barth 3 that-he wounds 
and heals; he bringeth down ro the Grave, and raiſeth up; and 
that, to God the Lord, belongs the Iflues of Death. O Almighty 
Saviour, thou art not only fhiled in Scripture, The Lord,and Ge- 
neral of animate, but allo of animate Hoſts z As of the Stars, 
Hail, Snow;cand jeff Diſezfes ;* which Jaſt. ſort of thy /Militia, 
during his Rule, (that ambitiouſly called himſelf our ProteCtor) 
I ſaw quartered iander thy.Sergeant, Major Dearh's Colours, for 
many Moneths; in the Towns'and Houſes round about my Habi. 
tation. Puring-all: which time, rhou O' Lord, did(t.moſt graci-. 
ouſly give to me, and my whole Family, a Protection from theſe 
troubleſome and unwelcome. Gueſts ; Bleſſing us all with a hap. 
py and un-interrupted health, O moſt Jliberal and bountitul God 
and Father; fingular favours; ( fuch as \this)-calls tor'from me; 
ſingular praiſes and acknowledgments; ſince'nor any goodneſs in 
us, above our Neighbours, cauled this diftinguiſhing mercy : For 
we were, and are finful beyond others; burt-thy free Grace, who 
delighteſt to do good, as being full of Bowels of pitty and com- 
paſſhon,and ſhews Mercy to whom thou wilt-ſhew mercy. Where- 
fore, O Lord, ſince thou art not like to ill-natur'd Man, but gi- | 


veſt without grudgingz yea, haſt promiſed+ more to them, to | 


whom thou haſt already given much 3 Add [I befeech thee this 

Grace, that | may exceed others in real thankfulnefſs, as thou 

haſt made me to precede many others, in this, and the like fa- 

vours. In teſtimony of which great and ſpecial Mercy to me,and 

iwige, in our preferyations J.humbly preſent'to thee this Cordial 

acknowledgment 1n this, and the following Pſalm of Praiſe. 
Amen. 


The PROTECTION. 

Ejaculation or Hymn upon the' former SubjeR. 

kr 
F: ' Diſeaſes anſwer, Juſtice call, 


| Making eac Houſe au "Hoſpital : 
Such was unhappy England's! flate,* * T 


+412... When a Uſurper RuÞd our State. | Then 


Occaſional Meditations. 


— ——— — —— — — 


Then Lord, unto my Family, 

1hox waſt a healthful San@u'ry ; 
Thy Mercies great Indulgency, 
Freed us from this Mortality : 
Made Us to Golhen-like, when fear, 
Sickneſs, and Death, Triumphant elſwhere. 


Sad was theſe times, when Corn and Graſs, 
L ike to therr owners, withered was, 

For want of help to Inn, (alas) 

And tend them; yea, to ſuch a paſs, 

Were many Houſholds brought before 

Tt ceaſt, three parts were Gek; or More. 


Good God how free's thy Grace 3 how great 
Thy Love? how ſinful, nncompleat 

Am IF? the Subjed, Stage, and Seat 

Of Favonrs, which I here repeat 

With Praiſe, ſince thou prote@ion grants 

To worſt of Sinners, leaſt of Saints. 


Feavers, O Lord, of Luxury, 
Tumors of Pride, and Vanity, 
Dropſues of ſwelling Gluttony, 
Agues of ſad Apoſtacy, 

Moſt Families do now infe@, 

AHMake Sick; O do thou mine proted. 


And let not an Egyptian Night 
Of Error, zow Eclipſe the Light 
. Of Goſhen; but let:thy might 
Preſerpe their Families upright 3 
So ſhall our Houſes Churches be, 
And give all Glory unto Thee. 
Amen, 


ARGUMENT. 


on. God's gracious Preſervation of my Horſes, and other 
Cattle from dying, in the time of a org Murrain, under 
Oliver Cromwell s Government, 


bours were very much damified. 


Kkkkka 


when many of my Neigh- 


___ Solis 


—— 
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Occaſion tonal Meditations 


12, 15, 


| 31, 32, 46, 
| 479 48, 49. 


| Joſh, 9. 1, 5. 
2 Sam, 21.1, 
\ 2 Sat; 24. 


+ 1Sam.5.1,3,5- 


; to all which Examples, tle Poet bears On: Delirent Regex, 


Numb. 16.1. 


' the great and ſtrange Plague amongſt Horſes, and other Cattle; 


2 Sam. 24, 1, 


| it cleaved unto the very Walls, Planks, and Mapgers of Stables: 


Soliloquinm, or Diſcourſe. 
S Achar's (in, let: 7ſrael blood; So SaxP's guilt of blood, 


made 71/7aet. faſt perforce,: in three Years of F amine, 
David's pride in Numeration , concludes: in 1ſraeÞs hu- 
miliation, and Peſtilential ſubſtraQtion : And the High 
preſumption of the\Princes of the Philiſtines,\ in the captivating 
God's Ark, ends in the ſhame and reproach, Plague and deſtru- 
&ion of the People of their principab Cirtes,' Ekron, and 4ſhdod: 


pleFuntur Achivi. - 
As Iſrael ſuffered for Kerah, Dathan's y_w Ubiem s Rebellion; 


So England was puniſhed with ſeveral Judgments (as I humbly 
conceive) for CromwePs unfaithfulneſs, and 'ambitionz witneſs 


and which was very remarkable,it raged moſt amongſt his Troops, 
the Pillars of his Pride. -Not.' bur that 1n all *theſe Inflictions, 
the Peoples Sins'was the principal cauſe, and the Princes offence, 
as it were, the ſhooing-horn, to pull them on'them 3 as the Holy 
Spirit witneſſes, as to Tſraels Plague. The anger of the Lord 
was kindled againſt Iſrael, and:.he.' moved David againſt them, 
ſaying, go and number 7ſrael,, and 'Judaeh.'" That is, he permited 
Sathan to ſtand up againſt 7ſ>ael,and'to provoke David to num- 
ber 1/ſrael; as it is clearly held-forth, in the firſt of the-Chro- 
 nicles, Chapter the 21, Verſ. 1, © 


But to return, This Plague, or Murrain was ſo-contagious, that 


inſomuch, that” the freſh and untainted Horſes, brought and pla- 
ced in them, to ſupply'the former loſs, were fry infected, 
and dyed; alike Mortality was" alſo amongſt other Cattle: Sol 
that it is hard to ſay, whether the dying groans of Beaſts and} 
Horſes, or the Cryes of the Husband-men, and'Carriers, and thoſe 
whoſe livelyhood was [wept away" byithis Beaſom of deſtruction, | - 
was the greater, 
O molt gracious God, who in the midſtof theſe general Loſles,| 
andComplai nts,preſerved my. Stock untoucht,and intirez not for| 
my righteouſneſs ſake, which 4s as filth y Rags,but tor thy mercy|, 
ſake: Accept I beſgech thee this m chaokful achponiedgaet | 
of» thy war goodifeſs,” and Pare! erly providence amon 
rel gt.,thy mercies, which accortiirig\ ts thy own 'exam we 2bd | 
«| thy, Sages, my cutgs \.4nd thy cammend I defirerto record? ahd 
deGhar my Childrens Childre n,and to all.future Generatighs3|' 


4-44 < 


"that when" rough the Roy lon of. my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 
MY. | x1 thou! 


* 
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thou ſhalt tranſlate me to praiſe thee in the Heavenly Chore of | Pal. 28. 9. 
glorious Saints and Angels; They and thy People in ucceeding Plal. 33. 3- 
Ages, may continue to praiſe, and bleſs thy Name here upon | er.9.9. 
Earth, and be incouraged by thy manifold favours to me (th Rev. 14. 3 
poor Servant ) to fear, love, and truſt 1n thee for ever, td h. 8. 196 


. fince thy Glory, and the good of my own Soul, and others, is | Cole. g. 168 
h my only end in this Work; Let it receive a bleſſing from thee. 
g Amen. 


| The SH AMBLES. 
A Corolary Poem on the former Subjcg. 


| Hence is it, that the ately Stalls for Horſe, 
Y \ V Of Noble Ment are empty; And perforce, 
The Grooms do idly wait, bewaile the fate © 
Of their dead Steeds;, who ſeem to lie in Fate, 
Like ſome in our you Agef yea, Gentfy fear, 
No courſe at Brackly will be rum this Tear, 
For want of raceing Barbes3 And that their Hounds, 
1 will ſurfeit with much Horſe-fleſb 5 be unſound 
| For want of Exerciſe; and Troopers cry 
Old pay will not ſuffice new Horſe to buy. 
Why # are our Fields Untill'd? why doth our Grais, 
Now ſow it ſelf, before brought-home again, 
For want of Teames to Inn it* And the Road, 
| Through Carriers leſs of Horſe, ſo thinly's tread? © 
| Yea, Dairy-men, and Graziers, throw up Ground, = 
Becanſe their Sheep and Cattle die unſound ? 
Our Oracle, God's Word, OK eaſy Thus, 
All Plagnes are fruits of ſin; And the firſt curſe Gen. 2.19, 
| Which like the iſh Fn, infe@s, 4 OR Gen. 5. 19: 
; All that is ours, (though Creatures innocent) | 
As be'ng on Us, in part, a Puniſhment. 
Thus Rulers, rifhteouſly do confiſcate, 
Not only Rebels Lives, but their Eſtates 
And Princes uſe, for faults in the Non-age, | 
Of 4 beloved Son, to whip his Page. | 
O let our 'ſinleſi Brutes, ſad dying moanes, 
| Stir ”p in Us Offenders, hearty groanes | 
| For all our ſins, their Plague : þ ſhall this loſt, © | 
To Us become a bleſſing, not « Croſs, 
Lord, | 
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Numb. 16. 31, 
: 32, $3» 
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.þ Gen. 7. 20. 
 21,22,23- 
' Numb. 25+ 9+ 


Gen.19.24,25, 


Lord, though my fault did greatly contribute 
Unto this common harm, yet at thy ſuite, 
This Judgment thou on others laid; Let fad; 
Sparing my goods, who was a principaty 
Preſerving unto Admiration, 
My Stock, in this ſo great Contagion. 

.. Lord, &s thy Mercy here was ſingular, 
So let my praiſe, the common pitch, as far 
Tranſcend; That ſo thy favours magnitude 
May not bring forth, make great, ingratitude 
In Me :. Who, for thy Preſervation, 


Offer wp [elf for an Oblation. 


Amen. 
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ARGUMENT. 


Upoy God's grarions Providence, in the ſeaſonable quench- 
ing, -and preſerving, Eleven times, four of my Houſes, 


then in my poſſeſſion) from being burnt down, and de- 


payed; And that without my affering of any conſider- | 


' 


able loſs. 


—————————— 
{ 
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\ have been ſo violent, irreſiſtable,and deſtruftive to Man, 

as the. four, Elements; becauſe of all ſublunary things, 

they. poſleſs the largeſt extent 3 and therefore, have the 
greateſt power, ahd influence : Witneſs the Earths tremendious| 
ſwallowing up the Tents, and Families of rebellious Xgrah, Da- 
than, and Abiram; and the deſtructive and ruinating Artiochian 
Earth-quakesz The Univerſal Deluge in Nogh's time by Water; 


The great Mortality, ond deſtruction of ebe 1/raelites in the Wil-| 
 Jate dreadful Peſtilences in Lozdoz, proceed-| 
ing from the. corruption of the Aire; and the fearful and unpa-| 


derneſs; and our, 
rallel'd Viſitation of Sodom and Gomorrah, by Elementary Fire. 

Of which four Fupdamental Simples, and ſole Ingredients of 
our lower Creatignz None is fo terrible, ſo tormenting, ſo ſwift, 


and fo indomitable, as. the Element of Fire; .and therefore not 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


F all inanimated Inſtruments of God's curſe for fin, none 


only the* unſupportable 'pains of Hell, are. held forth to us in 


— 


Scripture 
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Scripture, by Fire; But flaming Fire 1s already irrevocably or- 
dained by the Lord (as the bleſſed Apoſtle Peter witneſleth )to 


Judgment upon this wicked World ; Theiſad, yet lively figures 
of this laſt Fiety Deſttuction, are the Burnings of Houſes, Towns, 
and Cities, particularly that of the great, famous, and ancient 
City of Loxdon, in the Year 1666. Againſt which City, thoſe 
Tenation Fires, marcht with ſuch a large and fearful fronts-that 
they deſtroyed, and laid in Afhes, in three Days, the glory, 1a- 
bours, ard expences of two thouſand ſeven hundred of Years. 
O gracious God! hath Fire been ſo ragipg, - unmerciful, and 
deſolating to many thoulands of Houles and Palaces,in Lozwdor 
and England 2 hath it now, and heretofore, impoveriſht,and un- 
done many thouſands-of Perſons, and good Chriſtians? what 
cauſe have I (a (inner, above others) to record and acknowledge 
thy great and continued mercies z for no leſs than Eleven times 
quenching the Fires begun in Four of my Houſes, (lately in my 
polleſſion) and for prelerving our Goods from any confiderable 
Damage? | | | 
O ler thy Goodneſs and Mercy, that was virtually Water, to 
allay, and put out theſe judicial and. terrene Fires, kindled by 
my fin 3 as well as though the malice of Enemies, and-carelel. 
neſs of Servants, be as Oyle, to cauſe the Flames 'of my Love 
and thankfulneſs, ſo to mount aloft, that they may be heard;and 
ſeen afar off; even of all that ſerve, and. truſt-i1a thee'in rheſe 
three Nations; That they 1n the conſideration of theſe; and of 
others thy marvellous loving kindnefs to me, declared inthismy 
poor work, may praiſe thee with me alſo; Yea, let this holy and 
Heavenly Fire,confume and burn up whatſoever is not thy 'goods, 
and furniture in me. and deſtroy every Image of Jealouſ1e, any 
Luſt that Sathan hath ſet up in thy Temple, my Body 3 orupon 
thy Altar, my heart 3 ſo (hall my whole Man (like thy Hoalfe con- 
ecrated by Solomon)be replenitht with thy brightneſs and glory : 
yea, being thus filled with the Holy Ghoſt, my Life and Soul 
all ſhine like holy 8zephens Face,thy Proto-Martyr, and Confel(- 
ſor here, and both Soul and Body hereafter to-Eternity, ſhall be 
made like unto my Saviour's glorious Body : For we know that 
hen Chriſt, who 1s our lite, (hall appear, we ſhall alſo appear 
with him in Glory. 


Amen. 
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bring up the rear, and to be the laſt, and the molt defolating 
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Iſa. 3o. 33. | 
2 Pet. 3. 7, 19. 


I Cor. 3, 16, 
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Phil. 3. 21. 
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The EXTINGUISHER. 
Ejaculation or Hymn upon the former Subje&. 


ow bleſt, and Heaven-like, was Man's State itt Paradicez 
H When nakedneſs,with goodneſs cloth'd,was of a greater price 
By far, than Cloth of Gold, imtboſt with Diamonds, 
Rubies, great orient Pearles, and other precious Stones! 
There was no need, nor pompows uſe of _ 
To live, lodge, Banquet in, or fence from Wind, cold Aire, 
Or Summers heat; Graſs ever green, imbrodered 
With variows colour'd Flowers, was his ſweet Bed, 
The Earth, his Table was, ſpread with variety 
of guſtfnl Plants and Herbs; yea every fruitful Tree, 
As Servitors, preſent his Smell, Fye, Hands, and Ta 
With all kinds of the vareſt Fruits,and delicates: 
Above the reſt, was that, Nature-preſerving Tree, 
of Life, gio # him to feed on to Eternity. 
By Day, his large previllion, was the Azure 8$kie, 
Gloriows like Heaven, through the Sun's light; bjs Canopie, 
Alſo: by Night it was, though chang'd, and altred clean, 
As bein ſpengles ore with Stars, like 4 new Scene. — 
0 wretched Man, who by thy own rebelliouſneſs, | 
Haſt forfeited this Patent of true bleſſedneſs; 
And art moſt juſtly out-law'd, and by ſin cat out, 
Of this, thy firſt condition 5 And be-ſet about 
With miſeries : hence is it, that each Element, 
of which thou art compounded, is revengeful bent 
Againſt thee; that the ylorious Sun, whoſe Heavenly Fire, 
Was made to warm, and cheriſh thee, is through God's Ire, 
By its refraGFed Beams, thy great Tormentor: Hence 
The Aire is full of Thunders, Tempeſt; and with cold condenſ, 
Powers forth, the down-Snow, and canded Hail, with Rains, 
| Like Floods. Witneſs the Indian Sponts, and Hurricanes 
The Seas, and Rivers, now have leave to paſs their bounds, 
And make that Sea again, or Lakes that was drie ground. 
Hence is it that our Mother Earth, out of whoſe Wombe, 
So many kindes ſpring forth, nnnaturally becomes 
' Their Tombe, before their time, And with a trembling Jaw, 
| Devours her Off-ſprings ſwallowes up in her vaſt Maw 
Whole Townes; yea, Towring Cities, and the ſwelling Streamer, 
Of Rivers deep, making proud Mountains, humble Plains. 
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Hence is it,that wild BeaſiFrebel"gninſt Man,their Soveraipn Lord 

Nimrods oppreſs, and Brothers full by Brothers Sword. 

Theſe fearful fruits of Sin, and of firſt Adam's Fall, 

IWas the ground Tlot, Impulſtve cauſe, Original, 

Of Houſes, Towns, and Cities 3 Then neceſſity, 

IWas Man's Surveyor, But now Pride, and Luxury, 

Which changed hath our Fathers Caves, Tents, Cottages, 

To «Caſtles, Towers, like Babel, ſtately Pallaces, | 

AnPeofily Buildings; Four ſuch, Lord, for my rich lot, 

Thett gaveſt me once; built, furniſht to my hand, what not? 

Nay more, that love, and mercy, might thy bounty match, 

Eleven times thy good providence, kept only watch, 

Ard bleſt the meanes, to quench thoſe Flames, that had begun 

7o Ceize Houſe, Goods, upon ſins Execution : 

Tea once, the ſide pience of 4 Garret, was on Fire, put out,” * 

Without th: knowledg.help of any Perſon( wonderful throughhut! ) 

In all theſe Fires, our Damages was very ſmall, A, 

When Neighbours loſt fair Dwellings, Honfhold-Stuff,, and all 

Their precious things. Wherefore let this thy goodneſs be, 

By me. O Lord, Recorded to Poſterity. 

1hat what's deficient here, to celebrate thy praiſe, 

May be ſupplyed by them in time, and length of Days. 

Dear God, to give, preſerve from harm, Four pleaſant Seats, 

Was thy great ad of love, and care; made more compleat, 

In giving, gracing me poor ſinful Hut of Clay, 

To be thy Temple, and thy dwelling Night, and Day : 

But wretched Man I am, and mad, that in return, 

Have oft eſſai'd thine, yea my one Houſe to burn, 

By Flames of Luſts, which from the middle ſtory,my vil'd heart, 

Flamed throuch my Eyes Balcons, and fill the higheſt part, 

My mind with ſmokie darkneſs; ſo that Flakes of Fire, 

Indangered thence,my Neighbours Houſe, yet hath not thy juſt Ire, 

Good God, left me, thus fooliflily by \my own ad, 2 

To be burnt down: but in remembrance of my firm contra 

To thy dear Son, my Spouſe, thaw didſt bind up, reftrain, 

Sathan. that unclean- Sp rit, the Wind that blew that Flame; 

Tea, pour'd by th' hand of faith, thereon my Saviour s blood, |. 

Which dampt thoſe Fires; repaird; and made thy StruGure good.” 

Lord, am I a Bankript, unable:;to. repay, i» #614 

My Debt of Gratitude, for favours every Day 

 Deliverances from many Dangers Temporal 5 TRE 7 

'What ſball 1 render for theſe Mercies: ſpiritual? 

Lord, I am wholly thine, by right. of Creation, 

4nd thy Son's purchaſe, conſtant;preſervation; 
NM 1 712 128 78 
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Pſal, 19, 2, 


Pſal. $1: 
10,11, 12, 


Heb. 1.14. 


I 


| 


Wherefore accept thy own, wy all : Let it ſuffice, 
Since Soul and Body is thy living Sacrifice. 


Amen. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God's gracious preſerving of me from being 
in my Lodgings in Summerſet Houſe. . 


op" 


_— m—_ 


Soliloquinm, or Diſcourſe. / 


Ay unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto Night 
ID ſheweth knowledge, as to the conſtant, gracious, and 
wonderful Providences of the Lord, for the preſervation 

of his People. 

Amongſt whom, (to the praiſe and glory of his free grace, be 
it ſpoken) I have had a large ſhare, witneſs the foregoing Re- 
cords, and this deliverance,” when 1n the concluſion of ſome 
Hours ſpent alone in Faſting and Prayers, and I ready to ariſe 
from my Knees, and to change my Cuſhion: for my Bed at Ten 
a Clock at Night, I heard a great crack, as of a Piſto], iſſuing 
from behind the Hangings, and corner of the Chamber, within 
two Yards of me; at which ſuddain noiſe, I aroſe up, and pul-| 
led back the Hangings, ſaw a Barrel fu}l of ſmall-Cole, all of a| 
flame, occaſioned by the innocent carelefneſs, and thrift of my; 
Fire-maker, who had caſt back ſome live {mall Coales, into the! 
Tub; the breaking of whoſe burnt Hoops, gave me this timely! 
Alarm : which *had'it been delayed but a few Minutes, I, and. 
my- Servant had been a Bed, and aſleep, and lockt up in my, 


| Bed-Chamber, within that Dining-Room 3 And the Hangings 


that hung over the Barrel, certainly Fired 3. together with that 
Room, and that whole ſtately Structure. | 
O Lord, whilſt we are evra! (reg gy a IO in thy ſervice, and 
worſhip 3 we are affuredly under thy Almighty ProteGtion 5 who 
haft-promiſed to thoſe that make thee their Refuge ; That there 
{hall no evil befall them, nor! any Plague come neer their dwel- 
lings; That thy Angels ſhall take charge of them, to keep them; 
in all their ways, that they ſhalt bear them up in their bands, 
leſt they daſh their Foot againſt a Stone. O how ſweet, how 
comfortable, how incourapging to thy People; is the moſt firm be- 
lief of the conſtant: prefence; watchful, and powertul Go 
LIE \ I 0 
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of thy plorious Angels, whom thou haſt made Miniſtring Spirits 
for the good of thy EleGt ; As thy Servant at this time found 
by experience ! Such gracious Providences as this, being moſt 


| probably timed, acted, and diſcovered by an Angel, as the lay- 


ing of the Train, and kindling of the Fire, and inflaming of the 
Barrel, might poſſibly be, the malicious contrivance of a wicked 
Spirit z Who, as the Scriptures witneſs, are as conſtantly Inftru- 
ments of evil, to Man-kinde ( although the wicked World are 
!1gnoragt thereof ) as the others are of all good, to thy Children, 

Logd; probably it was the Devils will and defign, that the 
Barrelpould not have flamed forth ſo ſoon, by a quarter of an 
Hour, then without any noiſe; that ſo, the Chamber being 
empty, 41N we a Bed, and aſleep; and the Hangings on Fire, we 
might have been firſt certainly ſmothered, and afterwards burnt. 
(A Roman-like Obſequie. ) But thy All-wiſe providence ſuffered 
him (as thou didſt his Gzy Faxlkes) to bring his Plot to an ac- 
compliſhment, and then ordered thy Angel thus ſtrangely and 
opportunely, to diſcover to thy greater glory,his diſappointment, 
and thy Servants wonderful Salvation, and ſerious Obſervation 
of this thy moſt Fatherly love, care, and watchfulneſs over me, 
thy poor Child and Creature. Blefſed God,and Father,how haft 
thou, through our Adoption in Chriſt, meliorated our condition, 
ſo that our greateſt Enemies,in all their malicious aCtings againſt 
us, are now made but Carriers, to convey thy love-tokens unto 
us; yea, all our troubles and dangers, are ſo many choice and 
faith- ſtrengthning experiences of thy Power, Goodneſs, and 
mercy; ſo that now, inſtead of fearing of them, we can rejoyce 
and triumph in, and over them; And give to our ſelves, and o- 
thers, a ſatisfying reaſon why thou ſuffereſt Devils, and Diaboli- 
cal Men thus to act, rage, and perſecute thy Saints; when thou 
ouldeſt in a moment caſt them all into Hell. Why thou leadeſt 
us into various Temptations, afflifts us with Diſeaſes, ſuffereſt us 
to be Daily incompaſt abqut with troubles, and dangers; when 
in an inſtant thou couldeſt renew, and make again this Earth our 
Paradice; Is it not, O Lord, (as well as to exerciſe and bright- 
n our Graces, and to purge out our (ins) that 1n and by theſe 
Trials thou mighteſt alfo have a frequent, and fit occaſion to ma- 
nifeſt thy ſelf unto us, (in the face of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt) in 
all thy glorious Attributes, of Power, and Wiſdome, Juſtice, and 
Faithfulneſs,Love,Mercy and Goodneſs? Thus O Lord,this great 
danger of Burning, was to me the Mother of a far greater mercy, 
thy wonderful preſervation; and ſhall now, and for ever be the 
ſubject of my praiſe,and op [ humbly preſent 
to thy moſt gracious Majeſty, in this Memorial, and the fullow- 
ing Poem. Amen. M wn mn 2 
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The DELIVERANCE. | 
A Corolary Poem on the former SubjeR. | 


Men unto Travellers, whoſe toilſome Journeys are . 
Beeun.cuen from the Womb: whence natures paſs tity have, 
And make ſome ſhort, ſome longer Steps, unto the Grave, 
Our common homes fulfilling thy Decree moſt juſt, 

For ſin; That Farthly Bodies ſhall return to Duſt ? 

But is this alls held forth, by this compariſon # 

No, our Life and Way, like theirs, is tireſome 

O're' Hills. through V ailes ; N0n hieh, then low ; through paſſages 
That cragged., Woody are, untrode, where Ambuſhes | 
of ſnndry miſchiefs, troubles, (1hief like ) us engage : 
Such hath my courſe been. Lord, throughout my Pilerimage. 
Inſtance amongit the reſt of my Lifes Narrative, . 

This following danger, and thy loves preſervative. 

Who would have thought dead ſmall Coals,laid ſome yards from fire,| 
Unuſed for five Hours ſpace, ſhould as it were conſpire, 
Behind my Hangings, without ſight, or ſcent of fume, 

or crackling, me, and a great Pallace to conſumes 

Or that my harmleſs Maid ſhould ignorantly lay, 

A train o're Night, to buru us all before next Day; 

By her too careleſs thrift, in caſting back, ſome Coales, 
Inkindled, when ſhe made my Fires Who could controle, 
But thou O Lord, this dreadful fate of sauſes ſet, 

Within few Minutes, to produce a ſad effed ? 

Thou' forceſt the dead Barrels Hoops,ith nick of time, 

To ſound Alarm, and diſcover this deſign; 

Elſe had T quickly ſlept in Death, been ſmothered, 
Conſunid (as on a Roman Pile) upon my Bed. 

At which great noiſe, which did dire® my Eyes and Hand, 
I roſe, with-drew the Vaile, and caſt the flaming brand 
Into'my Chimny-Fire: converting prayer to praiſe, 

And vowes of gratefulneſ;, unto thee all my Dayes 
Which here I pay, adding this Application, 

That when qne of the Sex, firſt in tranſgreſſion, 

Inflamd, by ſome wanton Injeds, the Gun-Powder of Luſt, 
Barrel'd up in my Heart ( like that kindling duſt,) 

1'th. Night, (the Sun-ſet of thy Grace) which Coles did lie 
Smothering ſometime, behind the graceful Tapiſtry 


— 
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of my Chriſtian profeſſton z, yea, when that Fire, 
With noiſe, and Hell-aſſiſting fury, did conſpire, 
To burn, and break the Hoops and Bonds of Chaſtity, 


With all her goods, thy grace, iz this Cataſtrophic : 


And. raiſed me up with boly ſpeed, for to draw back + 
The hangings of bypocrifie; And to caſt in 

The renew d Fire of Zeal, ( this Hell-like) Fire of Sin, 
And to pour on the Waters of repenting teares, 


Caſts out. O Lord, thy temporal deliverances 
Of Body, have been great; but thy Indulgences, 
And Mercies to my Soul, exceeds as far, 


For by the one, thox haſt ſpun out the flemder thread 
Of my expiring life; but by the other, thou inſtead 
Of Death Eternal, the reward and fruit of ſin, 

Haſt giv'n me Glory, everlaſting Life in Him, 

Who is my hope. O that I had the. thankful Tongue, 
of Men, and Angels, that .I might inrich this Song 
of praiſe, for thy redoubled favours, and free love, 
Which are beyond expreſſion; yea, which ſoar above 


Becauſe I offer all 1 have; for it's thy right. 
To me, for ſin, belowgs confuſion, ſhame of Faces 


Amen. 


That ſo the Dining-Room, on Fire, ( my Body) ſuddainlys -- 
My ſurpriz'd Soul (its Gueſt ) might ſleeping, burn, and i 5 


- 


Then didft thou fright my Conſcience, by guilts Thender-clay, 


With Daily Prayers, and Faſting, which this Devil fears, 


As doth the Heaven, the Earth, the light of Sun, 4 Star 1 


My weak conceptions: Lord, accept this Widdowes Mite, 


Bat to thee,0 Lord, forgiveneſs, mercy, through free grace. 


ARGUMENT. 


Sommerſet-Houſe, about the Year, 1 647. 


Nnnnn ; 


Upon God's moſt gracious and wonderful Providence, in 
preventing, and delivering me, from being Slain, and 


| . from committing of Man-ſlaughter, in my Lodgings, in 


| 


Solis | 


Mar. 19. 214 


Rom. 6.21,23; 
Rom.6 22423. 
Col, 1. 27. 


Dan, 9. 3,9, 


Occaftonal Meditations. 


Plal. 91. 2+ 


Mar. 2$. 24. 
Rom 8. 32. 
| a. 1.5» 
Plal 23 3+ 
Ezck. 29 9. 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


under the ſhaddow of : the Almighty. -Gracious God, | 
humbly and- thankfully acknowledge, that thou'haſt per. 
-:\,formed to me this thy promiſe, althqugh I come-far ſhort | 
of fulfilling the.condition : For thou art no'hard Maſter; (as'the| 
floathful Servant {landered thee) but the moſt liberal and boun- 
tiful Lord 5 whoſe grace-is free, who gives without upbraiding, 
and who ſaveſt us temporally, ſpiritually, and.eternally, for thy 
own Name ſake; Even when there is but a ftep betwixt'Us and 
Death. | Þ 23 ARG 350 
This truth was both verified' and manifeſted, when I and my 
Servant, in my Lodgings 1n-Somerſet-Houſe, were ſuddainly a. 
wakened out uf our ſweet, and quiet Nights {]cep,, about break 
of Day, on a Summers Morning; by-a great noiſe upon'my Stairs 
head, ſeconded by-the'molt forcible breaking open of my Dining 
Room Door, though defended by two great bolts, anda ſtrong 
Spring-Lock : which. firſt afſadlr:gave us only rime to ſtep out of 
our Beds, in. our Shirts, zo my-Chamber-Door, with our-naked 
Swords, and wonnd-up, and ready-prinvd Piſtols, charged with 
Bulletsz againſt which Door; without any Parly, another 'afſauk 
was made, by a kind of a'Koman battering'Ram, which forced | 
out, and caſt into the Flore, three ſtrong Staples, rhe ſeearity'of 
my Lock and Boltss' T he Door wide open, a Perſon \unknown 
to me, with others following him” with drawn Swords, would 
have entred'the Chamber, not-once anſwering”my* loud demand, 
of what they came for: Whereupon they preſſing upon me even 
to the point of 'my Sword, I verily believed they intended to; 
murder me,and the rather, becauſe not long before, reports were! 
ſpread abroad, of a deſign of maſlacring in one Night, all the 
then Parliament-Men 1n their Beds, ,.W heretore in ſelf-defence, 
I preſented. my Piſtol, and. ſt voy Ire goÞinſt the Breſt of the 
Leading-man without effect, which failure 1n all likeJihood might 
have encouraged, and provoked him and his aſſociates, to have 


ruſht in upon 4si\naked Men, and to bayetbew'dus iy pi 
bar'cettajnly there was. more with us, than was againſt us ; elle 
had riot-a" valiant tryed Office?) with forme Files of Soldiers; 
fer fuck: I'unterſtoad them terbp ufterwurdsg at rhe fight only of 
two Men in their, $hyrts beep Gtyck, with ſach,p;pannick (qargthat 
they ſuddainly and with great ſpeed ran back through the Di: 
\ning-Room, not ſtopping in their flight, nor recolleCting their {pts 
rits£otil they came wahe:bettrom of my Stairs. To which Stairs 
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top, I in my Shirt with the like ſpeed purſued them; where,up- 
on a ſecond demand of their iatemions, and-who they were. the 
Other, told me, he: was ſent by Order from Major General $kip- 
por, to ſearch a Houſe in Sowerſet-Houſe Yard, and to appre- 
hend_ two dangerous and dilatiztted Perſons, which before they 
could attach, were flipt-out of their Beds, into the Cellar of that 
private, Houſe, which by reaſon of the height of that great Houſe, 
above, that Lean too 3, had a Cellar under the: Cellar belonging 
to my Lodgings 3. from whence forcing up a board of the Flore 
they crept up into my Cellar, and-trom thence to my Stare-caſe, 
under which they hid themſelves; and after our parly, were there 
found, and taken. Theſe Perſons, he told me, he and his Soul- 
diers purſued through the ſame Hole, into my Cellar, and Lodg- 
ings, ſuppoſing all to be but one, and the ſame Houle; where- 
upon, [ telling him my Name, and re&ifying the miſtake; The 
Officer came up to the Stair-head, and craved pardon tor his 
raſh and dangerous Error 3 I returning to my Bed, and he wich 
his Priſoners, the ſame way that he cune; ( my Door into the 
Houſe, Court, or Quadrangle, being all rhis time tair lockr, and 
bolted) as we left it, at our going to bed. _, 

O Lord, how did this ignorant, and innocent miſtake, by rhy 
all wiſe-permiſſion and ordering; involve. ime into a d6uble dan: 
ger, that thou mighteſt redouble Mercies ! had theſe Souldiers 
beet more knowing-in their aQings, [; had btery mare ignorant of 
thinez\ yea, if I had not been in Fa great danger, | had not been 
ſo graciouſly delivered 5 Thus to the anſwering, and ſatisfying 
of all murmurings and objections againſt thy GFyerpment of the 
World, thou doſf. exalt and -juſtthe thy Holineh Pg. i{dom, 

f 


5. o& Mm WW 


_— \ CO ww £2 7 2 ww. .Nns 


x. 35 


_—_ 
_ . 


ind Righteouſnels, in bringing forth Light out Bf "Darkneſs, and 
that ngt'.Gnly out-of things caſually evil, as here, but out of what 
is n.orally evil, as in Adam's fall, which thy 'Omnnipotency cou'd 
have impeded, did-not'the conjunttion and: greater fhining forth 

in the mideſt of this black foile ) of thy Wildome, Juſtice, 
Mercy, and all other thy Attributes, through the darknets and 
contrariety of Providences, and oppoſition» of Sin, apd Sachan, 
make more for thy Glory, the Chiet, Juſt, and\Sovernign cnd of 
all thy Works; Whoybut thou O Lord, who-art/the'God of Na- 
ture, canſt change, and unnaruralize Nature'4/So'that hungry Ly- 
ons ſhall not devour thy Daniel; Fire ſhal\por barn 'thy T hree 
Children z A Whale ſhall not ſmother, and concoct thy Jox ah, 
nor the fluid Sea flow over, 'and drown'thy 'Ffreef! Who, bur 
thou O Lord, at this time didſt forbid a Sulphur'Stiine to (pir 
forth Fire, at the cothtion and morion'of chewheel'8f my | iſtol, 
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or extinguiſht its (parks-with Gan Powyger 3 char thou mighteſt | 
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Job 6. Jo 


2 Sam. 16.344, 
2 Sam. 4. S 6. 
2 Sam. 3. 27. 
2 King$.15. 
2 $a. 20. 9,10. 
25a-13.28,29- 
Judg. 4. 21s 


preſerve my Hand from the guilt, my Conſcience from the trou-. 
ble, my Heart from the grief, and my good Name from the re- 
proach of Man-ſlaughter! Who but thou O Lord did cauſe Man 
with naked Swords to recoil], and valiant Souldiers to turn their 
backs, and ta flie from two naked Men 3 provoking them, and 
in part diſarmed ; that fo Friends might not aCt as Enemies,nor 
pour forth the blood,and deſtroy the lives of one another ! Who 
was it, but thou Almighty Saviour, that gave a right underſtand- 
ing betwixt us, and turned our feares and dangers into a happy 
deliverance, and thankſgivings! Which then and now accept O 
Lord z who at this time did(t mercifully prevent my friends, at 
other times, didſt powerfully reſtrain my Enemies from taking a- 
way my life; And as thy goodneſs hath been continued, ſo let 
my praiſe be perpetuated 1n this Memorial to future Generations, 
even till time ſhall be no more. 


Amen. 


The INVISIBLE GUARD. 
A Corolary Poem upon the former SubjeR. 


An's Life is wholly wnſecure; 
M Upon him dangers do attend, 
As Shades on Subſtances; As ſure 
As Sparks flie _ Foes, fromFriends, 
Aſleep, awake, early, and late, 
In Sickneſs, Health; In every State. 


Inſtance, Loyal Mephiboſheth, 

By ſlandring Tiba ſpoil'd; the ends, 
Murders, of ſleeping I{hboſeth, 

And' Abner, by their ſeeming Friends, 
Of ſick, Benhadad, Amaſa, 

Of healthful Ammon, Siſera. 


This Axiem, oft hath been prov'd true, 
In and by me; Witneſs this Role, 

Full fraught with dangers, old and new; 
And this, which Mercy did controle; 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


Elſe had I Kill d, or Killed bir 
or both, without malicious ſie. 


That Leaders, ſhould, by Day-light take, 
A Palace for a Tenement, 

That Friends, like Enemies, ſhould break 
Ope Doors, not ſhewing their intent; 

Aſſault, as Foes; no words exchange, 

But Swords and Piſtols was moſt Strange. 


But this, moſt wonderful of all, 

A Fire-ftone truck, no ſparks confer; 
Or if it did, ſhonld vainly fall 

Into a. Bed of Gun-Powder, 
As upon Snow; that Powder drie, 
Should be more merciful, than I. 


That Souldiers, and their Officer, 
That fear'd not thundring Cannons Crack, 
Should flie ow naked Men, as "twere 
Afrighted, with one Piſtols knack ; 
That this ſhould end, without all harme, 
Wa only God's reſtraining Arme. 


O Lord, though danger, is ſins Lot, 
By thy Decree, like Perſian Law 

Reverſleſs; yet this Haman's Plot, 
*Gain(t I(rel, thou doſt over-awe, 

And by aſſeſting Providence, 

Os ſafe-guard gives, in thy defence. 


Wherefore, (Purin-like_) Feaſts of Praiſe, 
I will keep Daily unto Thee, 
Who haſt been gracious all my Day, 
In Peerleſs Mercies, unto me 
That all things work ( as ſaith thy word) 
Good unto thine, I here Record, 


Amen. 


\\Chap. 3- 6, 7, 
| $,9,10,11,12, 
; Chap. 7. 10. 


Efth. 9. 26. 


Rom. 8.128. 


Eſth. 1.19. 


Occaſzonal Meditations. 
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ARGUMEN TT. 


Upon God's gracious preſerving Me from the InfeAion, 
of the loathſome and dangerous Diſeaſe of the ſmall 
Pox, Four times; and of my Wife, Six times, when 
ſome Perſons, in the Houſes in which we lived i1, were 


fick of it. 


Soliloquinm, or Diſcourſe. 


S Sin is the Diſtemper of the Soul, fo is Sicknels of the 
A Body ; both Maladies ending in Death, the one Tempo- 
ral, the other Eternal : As every Sicknels 1s the ſad ef- 
fe& of Sin, ſo every Diſeaſe Herogliphical and Sumeto- 
mical, of ſome Sin or other, diſcovering, as well as puniſhing it. 
So the Tun-bellied Drophe, is both the figure, and ſcourge of 
Drunkenneſs ; The inflaming Feaver, of Fiery anger, and paſh- 
ons; The noiſome Frezch.Diſeaſe,of filthy Luſt; and the tulſome 
Face ingraving and marring, ſmall Pox,of Pride. 

O how doth our righteous God humble, affright and puniſh 
the proud, wanton, and beautiful Perſons of our times, by this 
Tyrant: Who, as the Lord's Baylifft, having ſeiz'd their whole 
Bodies upon Execution, for the Debt of Sin; and baffled, and 
fool'd their expected Reſcuers, their deified Phyſicians, binds his 
Priſoners Hand and Foot unto their Beds; Regards not their 
groans, ſighs, and teares that falls from their late amorous, and 
laſcivious Eyes; which he ſeales up with a ſcab, finging off, (as 


Peaſants do their Swine) even unto baldneſs, their curiouſly cur: 


led, powdered, and abuſed Hair 5 ſwells up, and greatens their 
Heads, and Faces, beyond all proportion, even unto monſtroul-. 
neſs; Cloaths their Idoliz'd, and beautiful Faces, and Bodies, in- 
ſtead of Silk, and Tiſſues; of curious paints, promates, and coſt- 
ly waſhes; at firſt, with Job-like Boiles, and Ulcerated Carbun- 
cles; afterwards, with'a loathſome, ugly, and ſtinking tempo- 
rary Leproſie; and when that ſhakes off, he brands, and ſtigma- 
tizes them, with moſt dif-figuring Marks; that ſo all may know, 
that looks on them, under whoſe Tyranny they have been? As 
for their ſmiling and inticing Lips, their falſe Tongues, and E- 
pycurian Throats, the Inftraments of Voice; by all which, they 


uſed to quaver, and warble forth wanton Aires, and deluding 


words; He commands to filence, and binds them by the w_ 
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and ſore Bonds of outward and inward Tumors, and Impoſthu- 
mations; to-be dumb, and quiet, ſcarcely permitting them fo 
much liberty, as to ſend reliet, and nouriſhment, to their almoſt- 
{[tarved, and languiſhing Mother-Nature. 

O Lord! haſt thou no leſs than four times delivered my ſelf, and 

ſix times my ſecond-ſelf, my dear Wife, from this painful, dan- 
gerous, loathſome, unfatiable, and dil-figuring Malady, even 
when it ſeized upon others of our Family? Haſt thou fore-told, 
and fore-threatned, (as I humbly conceive) this deſtructive Oi- 
ſeaſe,by thy Prophet 7ſazah, as thy moſt juſt Judgment for pride, 
Chap. 3. Verſ.7. held torth in thele words, The Lord ſhall ſmite 
with a Scab, the Crown of the Head, of the Daughters of Zjor ; 
and the Lord will diſcover their ſecret parts? yea, haſt thou ſet 
down, and ennumerated the many Inſtruments of 7/7ae!'s pride, 
and ours 3 Verſ. 18, 19 20, 21, 22,23. A Scripture worthy to be 
ſeriouſly read, and conſidered, by the proud Gallants of both 
Sexes, In our times. Concluding thus, Yerſ. 24. And. it ſhall 
come to pals, that inſtead of a ſweet ſmell,there ſhall be ſtink ; 
and inſtead of a Girdle, a Rent; and inſtead of well-fet Hair, 
baldneſsz and inſtead of a Stomacher, a girding of Sack-cloth; 
and burning, inſtead of beauty : Judgments, that ſeemes'to me, 
to be the very lively Characters ot the ſma]l Pox. 
O let me, to whom thou mayeſt ſay, as once my Saviour did, 
to the Scribes and Phariſees; If thou beeſt without fin, throw 
the firſt Stone, at the proud Offenders-of theſe times; (After 
my humble and penitent acknowledgment of my manifold of- 
fences, of this kind ) Bleſs and praiſe thy Name, for theſe thy 
lo often reiterated Mexctes, and Deliverances. 

O Lord, thy many favours have ſo indebted me, that I am a 
Bankrupt, and unable to repay; Wherefore I humbly befeech 
thee, to ſeize upon all that I am; and have, to thy uſe and ſer- 

ice; yea, nail my Ear to the Door of thy Houſe, that I may be 
thy Servant for ever ; ſo ſhall I ftill be a great gainer : for thy 
ſervice is perfe&t freedom; And Þ had rather, with King David, 
be a Door-keeper in thy Houſe, than to dwell in the Tents of 
Wickedneſs, or to fit upon the Thrones of the KINGS of the 
Earth. 

Gracious God, and Father, let me not here forget, that when 
thou didſt thus frequently preſerve us from the InfteCtion of this 
Diſeaſe; thou didlt then at ſeveral times deliver from Death, 
and diſ-figuring -Eleven of our Children 3 even when ſome of 
them were in great danger thereof, by this Malady. 

Lord, are my Children living Images, and legible tranſcripts, 
of my ſelf ; yea, ſel-multiplyed ? Then ſurely their Reprieves 
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1 King. 9. 30. 
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Amen. 


The HOUSE of CORRECTION. 
A Corolary Poem on the former SubjeR. 


Pride plum'd of all her Feathers, in her new; 
Denuded of her Silks,and Sattins (Webs of Worms) 
Imbroideries, Tiſſues, and her rich Perfumes 3 
Her preciows Jewels, Pearles, ( Her Lovers pawnes ;) 
Her g're-fine Hollands, Cambricks, Cobweb-lawnes 5 
Her Flanders Lace; all which poor Tenants wrack; 
She carrying Farmes, yea, Mannors on her back. 
This 3s that Day, that fearful Malady, 

In, and by which, the 77 Bravery, 

Of Zion's Daughters, ſhall be tain away, 

As ſaith the Lord Their Ornaments moſt gay, 
Tinklings about their Feet; their Cawles, round Tires, 
Auch like the Moon; their Chaines, Bracelets, Attirer, 
Call'd Mufflers, Bonnets, Adornments of Legs; 

7 heir Head-bands, Tablets, and thoſe other dregs 

Of Pride their Ear-Rings, and Noſe-Jewels, Rings 
2 heir divers ſorts of Clothing, Mantles, Criſping-Pins ; 
Wimples, fine Linnen, Glaſſes, Hoods, and Vailes, 
And whatſoever fills Prides ſwelling Sayles. 

Tell me ye vaunting Nebuchadnezars, 

Proud Herods, and ambitious Czlars 

Te painted Jelabels, Herodiaſes, 

Falſe Dalilahs, and: unchaſt Bernices 

of our worſt times : What will you trembling ſay, 

| When Sergeant Pox arreſts you f, And that Day 
Confines you to. your Chambers, binds you faſt 


C': hither, proud white Clay, and ſadly view, 


Onto your ſickly Beds, long time ; then caſt 


—_— 


Es 
— —— 


JO EE "AA. .D A AAA tt on AA. 


Occaſional M, editations. 


4.4 62 IO *% — 


You into Burnings, like to Hell ; next, ſpots 
Tour Body, like a Toad, _——_—_ beſots 
Tour mind, and ſenſes, makes you Jpeechleſs lie, 
Extending Tongue, and Throat, to frangling nies 
Shuts up your Eyes with Scabs, denies your ſight, 
As clowding quite its Medinm, the Light; 
Next, he ſcalds off your Abſalon-like Hair, 
That hath ſo oft been wanton with the Aire ; 
And nobler Creatures, ſwells your Head, and F ace, 
Big, like your mindes, and the Gigantick race; 
Covers your Face with a corrupted Mud, 
Which eats out your Complexion, all that's good; 
And leaſt it ſhould a ReſurreFion have, 
He buries it in Pits, 4s.in 4a Grave, 
Tea, your whole Body, he ſcurffs o're with Scabs, _. 
To teach you, Pride ſhall cloth'd be with ſuch Rags 3 
Lord, haſt thou me preſery/d unto this Day, 
And my I" from this deform'd Hidrg " 
Of pain, and evils, this Complication, £50] 
Of Maladies; ( to Admiration,) 
Tea, when thou Four, and Six times viſited 
; Mime, and her enotting foe! Jy ranſomed, 
Eleven Children from diſ-figuring 
Although the fruit of theirs, and of my ſin, 
Who have been, and till am, moſt apt to be 
Guilty, and ſick, of Pride, Idolatrie; 
As to all Gifts, and Graces, Children, Wife, -:- 
Honſe, Land, and other. good things of this Life3-' 
Which are thy Tallents, put into my Hand, 
To uſe, and to repay, at thy Command 5. 
| Not mine, who now can nothing call my own, 
But ſin, and its wages, Hel}, Death, Corruption; ..' 
0 Lord, accept my. thenk ful-heart, thy. Gift, 
- Which I return, with Eyes; and Hands np lift, 
 , For thy ProteGions Ten-fold. Amtidotei\ /, +: 


*Gainſt theſe infefions,; me'ne tobe fargot;,  , 111 


Wherefore, let. my whole Man, my. Lifh, my Peng... ; 
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| When hath*my\Soul\bearmors%ig\dunger of) the {bing 6nd ve- 
nome of fin? than if erſty, d"in\the'{weer eh joytiients of 


ogy 


ARGUMENT, 


Upon God's gracious Preſervation of Me, and my Wife, 

from Poyſoning, or any Diſtemper, after we had drank 
of a Tankard of. Beer,at the bottom of which,we found 
ead, a great wenemous Spider. 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


was Mors iz Olla,Death in the Diſh; fo here alſo, Death 
lay in-ambuſh'in the Cup. + For no ſooner: was Nature 
« tplentifully-refreſht, but that at the (ſight: of a great vene- 
mous Spider, which lay dead ar the hortony of the Por, we had 
reaſon to fear, that oar' Retreſher - would 'prove our Deſtroyer, 
and our Drink, our Poiſon. SEE > 
At the diſcovery of this Enemy, we were-both afrighted,and} 
the more, (whick» may ſeem extraordinary, and: ſtrange; becauſe 
it was dead, whereas uſually livios, not dead Advetſaries are 
hurtful. FL | | 
Whither this black and uglyiCrefture, was as full of Malice, 
as Poiſon, and therefore burſt her felf in the Beer, in a kind of 
Revenge; For, or as: the 'effet 'of Yer drowning, I know not; 
nor had we time to be Coroners 3: firke our preſent danger did 
not admit. of 'aty delay, as to the-feeking tor, and taking an 
Antidote: Ourctear\(as is uſtal)nvenegleting;cor betraying ſuch 
means, and ſuccors,cay reaſon voffeted 3 ix: The taking a good 
draught of the Oyle-of Olives;'which- by cone panms, 0 our gra- 
cious God, drown'd-bork our Aari ahd danper;z we both remain- 
ing without ti&atÞDiſtea\pev)e perfect heath... -- \ 5 
O Lord, how\trae" thatPwverb,'\r aferitngrt ri erbs; 
(that poyſonous Aſps\tie:eovered;m Clerpurry's Batkenot Fruit, 
and Flowers ) «hd that in 'a*fpivituat» ſenſe; a-Well ws corporal. 


! S in my former Recovery from a Surfeit of Meat; There 


the lawful, and neceſſary deljghts, and refreſhments of this life 3 
Such as Meat, Drink, and Cloathing, Wife, Children, Relations, 
great Offices, and Preferments, Riches, Friends, and Recreations 
onars,” ſtately Houſes, and' great Revenues 3 Tn, and under all 
which, fin, and: deadly corruptions lurk, and lie hid. Wherefore| 
blefied Lord, and Saviour, (ah art the power and wiſdome of 
| t 
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the Father, and art by him made unto me Wiſdom; Teach me, 
that in the uſe and enjoying of «all theſe thy temporal bleſſings, 
I may neither be ſuperſtitioully abſtemious, nor preſumptuouſly 
ſecure; that ſo,whenſoever I ſhall diſcover the venomous Spider 
of Sin,lie 1n the boſome of any Earthly delights,or refreſhments; 
I may inſtantly reſort to my Antidote, the Qyle Olive of thy 
Grace, called in thy Word, the Oyle of Gladneſs, the Anoint- 
ing 3 So ſhould fin break, and caſt out its Poiſon, in any vicious 
temptation it ſhall be. corretted, and repelled, and at the worſt 
be but as a dead.Spider, a. mortified Luſt. | 

Bleſſed and praifed-be.thou O:Lord, who only art the all-cu- 
ring Phyſician,and haſt given:to me thy ſick Patient : (For thou 
comes to heal ſuch) Antidotes both for Body and: Soul, againſt 
both kinds of poiſonsz for both which experimental Receipts, 
and merciful Recoveries, and Deliverances; I praiſe thy Name, 
with my whole Man, and here declare thy gractous goodneſs to 
me, and my dear. Yoke-tellow, | in this, and other thy Preſerva- 
tions, to all that fear thee, in, and to all Ages. 
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The PRESERVATIVE. 
A Thankful Poem upon the ſame SubjcR. 


= WIE 3 Yb 
BY T S\ Sathan "the Father of alboSim;. + 
” AA oooin the Mother 15, of dantyers,and of death; 
b: Roth. mhich\þe. aF@3,: as be did\ firſt begin, 
.Under-the ſpegiam' few of. on Earth 
Which, though he hates, yet under that diſguiſe, 
This Jughing Cheafor; uſfuers.in bis\ Libs + 
\  ,Q Iv *\ DI. 531% (AS 0 | 
Thas his,delvded: Agent), falfly ftikey"\_ 
: » To1ſave.ware than inmeet; a virtwons thrift, 
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And.te be nodigehimothings mbſtvile; 


Hereſie, they call new Light, Tdolatry, | 
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_ Occaſional Meditations. 


Pride, neatneſs, Swine-like, drunkenneſs, 


C 


And beaſtly Gluttony, good fellowſhip 
Deceit, Trades myſtery, oh EA 
Chriſtian Refreſhment; Ruining ertifhip, 
A friendly Office; murderous Duelling, 
True Valour; Juſtice, right determining. 


Luſt, and Laſciviouſneſs, his Faitors name; 
Love-Courting Amorouſneſs, AﬀeGion z 

Hell's Patches, Beauties ſpots; Painting, no fain 
But 4 good Art, to help C c: pr ron 

Legends of Lies, a piows fraud; baſe Gnile, 

Good Language, and a Complemental Stile, 


As moral Crimes, ſo often penal, ill 


:l1':.,", Dangers, and miſchiefs, ( like the Crocodile) 
: Lie cover d under ſenſual Pleaſures Fill, | 


As under Water, till they Us begnile, 
And ceize upon 5 Thws Tomaris rich 1ent, 
Was Cyras Sepulchre, and Monument, 


And Jael's Lordly Difb of cooling Drink, 
Lull'd Siſera into a deadly ſleep 3 
Thus Ammon, Haman, wher thr y leaſt did think 
of wangerz Death, did their own Funerals keep, 
And the Whores Vaſſailes, drink her filthy Wine, 


Ont of her Golden Cup of Jus Divine, 


Tc 4p OY 34017158 
© Sweet Lord, thus alſo,” in the lawful Taſt 


Of thy good Creature, in a ſilver Cup, 
1, and'my. deareſt, might bave drunk our laſt, 
 Had'ft-thou not ſeaſoned onr poiſonows Sup; 


"3 Eliſhi; like, caſt. out by thy Command, -* 


. Its Venome, '4s theViper from Paul's hand. 


© In bath, fulfilling what thou promiſed, 


At thy Aſcention, as of Faith, a ſigne, 
That ſuch of thIng fhoul}not be\poi owed,” 
i. Nerdbartby Serpents, or by deadly Wine; 
Bleſt be\#b$ Namg,:whorb p OBE 46 of Love, HY 
Both" itrengtben ed 
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Lies in my Heart, not dead, (but vigorous ) 
As was that Spider, ready for to burſt ; 

O let thy Grace, by Oyle prefigured, 

Preſerve my Soul, ( as that) wy Body did. 


So ſhall 1 live, here bleft, with ſprit all bealth, 
And caſt out from the bottome of my heart, 

All ſpider-like vil'd thoughts, dead, which by fealth, 
Creep in, and poiſon would, my better part ; 

Tea, ever live to praiſe thee, in that place, 

Where ſin ſhall be no more, nor want of Grace. 


Amen. 


ARGUMENT. 


Upon God's merciful preſervation of ſome of our Family, 
from being kill'd, or burt by a Fowling-Piece, full la- 
den; and unawares diſcharg d, by an unskilful Perſon, 
careleſly medling with the Cock thereof ; in the Room, 
wherein they were diverſly Imployed. 


 —— 


Soliloquium, or Diſcourſe. 


N Perſon, time, place, or Company upon Earth, is free 


423 
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Exod.24.6. 


| 


from danger; not Julizs Ceſar,who was ſtab'd,and ſlain, | 


| in the Senate-Houle of Rome; although a Perſon as for- 
tunate, as great; in a time of Peace,and in a Place, that 


'was the richeſt, and ſtrongeſt Piece of the Worlds head ; there- | 


| 
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'fore called the Capitol; and in the mid'{t of an Aſſembly of the | 


the whole Earth. 
But it may be Objected, that although civil Perſons, times, 


ſo, and therefore they, their times of Worſhip, and Aﬀemblies, 
are at the leaſt, by the papal Cannon-Laws, ſtiled and made ſpi- 
ritual, and priviledged ; their Synods and Counſels,ſacredz and 
'their Churches, and Monaſteries, SanAuaries; not only for them- 
ſelves, but for the moſt flagitious Perſons, ſuch as Traitors, and 


juſteſt, graveſt, wiſeſt, greateſt, richeſt, and valianteſt Men of | 


places, and Senates, may be unſecure; yet Eccleſiaſtical are not / 


Exod. 30. 25. 
Plal. 45. 7. 
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'Murderers. | | 
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[ anſwer, that as 1 deny that De Jure, they have any ſuch ſe- 
curity, Or priviledge; {o De Fado, they, and others have tound 
it otherwiſe, ro their coſt; inſtance in the three ( Cerberw-like )|. 
Heads of the Roman Catholick Church; as they fallly, and non- 
ſenſ{ically call it, Gregory the Xl. Benedi® the XII. and Joby 
the XXIV. all Three Elected, and acknowledged Popes at one 
timez and depoled by the Council of Conſtance, called by the 
Emperor Sjgrſmund, who there chole A1artin the V. Pope, in 
their Room 3 which Election 1s the preſent Foundation of all the 
ſucceeding Popes, and their actings 3 which 1t the Papilts, and 
their Chzmpions rhe Jeſuits, deny to be legal, where will they 
finde a Pope, Papacy, and Succef{ion ever tince Peter, or ſince 
John the XXIV. yea, all actings by, and fince Pope Martin the V, 
are illegal, and therefore Null? it they affirm 1t lega], then they 
confeſs their Church had three Heads, or Popes at once; that 
the Emperor of Germany hath a right to call togetner, when he 
pleaſes, a General Council: that ſuch a General Counſel hath a 
right to Depoſe Pope, or Popes. And laſtly, that he, and they 
di lawfully then Ele& their Pope, without his Concave of Car: 
dinals.' But leaving them this Bone to pick, I proceed in my Me- 
ditations, and 1nſtance, together with this, as a clear proof, and 
Example, ( beſides many others like ('as to the Popes ) the ſad 
fate of others, ewes, and Pagans, [lain in their holy places; as 
of Senacherib, {lain by his Sons in the Temple of Niſcoch his 
God; Of Queen Athaliath, attached in the 'Temple, and atter-) 
wards flainz Of Job Nain by Benajath, at the Horns of the Al- 
rar. ' I might here add many more, bur I conceive theſe are ſuf- 
ficient to prove my aſlertion,and to anſwer the Popilh objettion; 
That, no Ecclefiaſtical Perſons, holy times, or places, are tree, and 
priviledged from danger. 

It ic pe lawful ( chat i is fit ) according to the Proverb, to com- 
pare ſinall things with great; This truth and obſervation, that 
all Perſons, times, places, and Companies, are ſubjet& to danger, 
was verified to our Family ; z where Perſons of the better rank, 
and Servants being together in the Kitchin, upon feveral employ-. 
ments, a Fowling-piece laden with great hot, Bullets, or Slugs; 
WAS involuntarily iſcharged,withour the hurt of any Perſon; it's; 

wrden, b cing by the great force of the Powder, buried;! 
rave, in a. large Hole 1 in the Wall; Thar it might be a: 
ods gracious providence, and our de- 
liverani e, and excite continilally our thankfulneſs. | 
Lor' thy Word likens Mens Mouthes, to Bowes or I of 


| 


| Arrowes, which miny times ubwarily,and unadvifedly ſhoot fhar Y 
0 


Arrowes, even birtex words,: In the ſame ſence, they may 's 
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[ve compared to Guns,out of which Gun-powder-wits,ſhoot forth 
piercing jeeres, floutes and {landers; ro the. blowing up, and hi- 
ring the good Names and paſſions of themſelr-s, and thole they 
converſe withz O be thou therefore pleaſed to ſhield me 1in,and 
deliver me from tuch Company ; Yea,ſet a watch upon my Lips, 
that I offend not with my Tongue, ſo ſhall I not ſhoot at, or be 
ſhort at by others; And joyn that Mercy, with this other ro my 
Family, in my Thankſgiving ; For which I praiſe thee, as ſhall 
my Childrens Childreo, when they ſhall read this; and the reſt 
of thy moſt gracious providences, and merciful deliverances to 
me, and mine. 


Amen. 


PROVIDENCE. 
A Poem upon the ſame Subyeh. 


Although they ſeem excenirical to move 


q Ll AZings here, are ordered from above, 


Like Watches Wheels, turn'd by a Spring unſeen; 


The Down of Snow, and the white Candid Balls 

| Of Hail, do not irregularly fall; "Dp 

| Sparrowes and Haires do not upor Earth light, 
Without Divine appointment, and fore-ſight'$ 5 
No ſecond cauſe prefer d, nor happy chance, ' '! 
Did Eſther, to the Perhan Throne adwance ; 

Not Michal's wit, nor Planets good Aſpe®, 

| Did David from the Sword of Saul prote@; + 

| But the Almighties preſence, which doth Eye, 

| And Govern all things; (this is Deſtinie. ) 

| Thus was a piece order'd,' to wound the Wall, 

[ When careleſly diſchargd, miſſing them all, 

L Within that Koom: unto the wonder, joy, = 
1 Of our whole Family, freed from annoy. 

i All kindes of Death are fearful, moſt of all, 

[ That which" is ſuddain, ſmce-by it doth fall, 

Souls, with Mens Bodivs, oft into a Tomb, 

From whence there is 0 ReſurreFion - | 
How great was then this Mercy, Lord, that ſpar'd, 


In this Worlds Play, Dame Fortune hath no ſceas; | 


Pal. 141+ 3. 


| Eſth. 2.16,19, 


Mat.10.29,30, 


1 Sam 1g. 13. 


| 
| 
| Some unconverted, others nnprepar'd 
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+} Judg. 8. 39. 


Judg. 10.4. 
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Occaſional Meditations. | 
For Death, leaving to Vs, within that Room, | 
Deep Charad@ers of thy protedion? | 
Unto thy praiſe, let's raiſe Pyramidies z | 
And Print them here, and in our memories; 
And ſince thy preſence only doth prote@, | 
Let it produce in Us this bleſt effe®; | 
That we may alwayes fear to ſin, ſo ſhall we be. | 


Free from this double Death, and Cas alty, 
Dreading no dangers, fate, or deſtiny, 
Becauſe before prepar'd to live, or die. 


Amen. 


ARGUMENT, 


Being a thankful remembrance and acknowledgment of the 
Lord s great goodneſs and bounty, in giving Me by one, 


and my only Wife, Sixteen Children. 

M Inſomuch that ſome Common-Wealths have allocted; 
t rewards, priviſedges, and immunities, to the Pa- 

rents, (that in lawful Wedlock) have had many Children; Yea, 

the Holy Ghoſt records it (no doubt} to the honor of Jajer, the 

Gileadite, that he had thirty Sons, to whom. he gave thirty Ci- 

ties; and of Gideox, that he had three-ſcore and ten Sons. 

The pooreſt Man that hath a numerous Iflue, is therein more 
ſerviceable, and a greater BenefaGtor to-the Church and State, 
than the nobleſt, and richeſt $Subjets, that have few or. none; 
To whom the Scriptures gives this name of diminution, that they 
are barren, and «y Trees in the Vineyard. of the Church, and 
Common-wealthz The conlideration of which ſad, and unfruit-! 
ſul condition, cauſed the Melancholy of Hanza, the paſſionate 
ſpeech of Rachel, Give me Children, or elſe I dye; and the diſ- 
contented reply, (to ſay no worſe,)- of faithful- 4braham,. to the 
Lords moſt gracious 'ofter, and promiſe, I will be thy Shield,and 


Soliloquinunm, or Diſcourſe. 


Arriage 1s honorable amongl(t all Men, and the Bed un-! 


4 


defiled z not only to the Jewiſh, but Gentile Nations. 
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thy exceeding great reward; Lord,what wilt thou give me, lince 
' I go Childleſs? On 
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' On the other ſide, the happjneſs, .and bleſſedneſs of fruirful- 
neſs, 1s held forth in Gad's atter-promiſe to Abraham: that he 


be as the Sand of the Sea-ſhore. and the Stars of Heaven; In his 
blefling upon Jacob, 1n giving him Twelve Sons, the Roots and 


the Twelve Tribes of 7ſrac/. This bleſſing, as the greateſt and 
richeſt of temporal good things, is {et in the front of the Pſal- 
Imiſt's Song of praiſe; that our Sons may be as plants grown up 
in their Youth, and our Daughters may be as Corner-ſtones, po- 
liſhed after the ſimilitude of a Palace; Yea, it is held forth, not 
only as a bleſſing too,but as a diſcovering Charater(many times) 
of a godly Man; Thy Wife (hall be as a fruitful Vine, by the 
ſides of rhine Houſe; Thy Children like Olive-plants, round a- 
bout thy Table: Behold, that thus ſhall-the Man be bleſſed that 
feareth the Lord. 

O moſt gracious, and liberal God, and Father; are a nume- 
rous [{ſue, and many hopeful Children a great bleſſing? yea,the 
richeſt of all outward temporal gitts, ,as hath been here noted, 
and 1s obſerved in the following "_ 3 How great hath been 
thy goodneſs unto me, and how many are my Obligations to 
thee? that haſt given me by one Wife, Sixteen Olive-branches; 
and them circumſtantiated, with divers remarkable favours. 

Many have had Children, but much to their grief, -as mourn- 


four) are in greFtzmercy continued to me in life and health, un- 
to this Day : AnQ-as- for the four deceaſed, two of them being 
Daughters, they departed hence, about the age of four years; 
(a time of much innocency:) The other two being a Son, and a 
Daughter, and both gracious Children, {lept in the Lord, after 
they had attained ubto years; of diſcretionz ang. therefore Thave 
oood reaſon in Charity, to hope they are all with God in Glory. 


error, Or neglect, involuntaxily, or voluntarily (which laſt is moſt 
to be lamented) have departed hence, unſealed, unbaptized; 
But the Lord hath greatly favoured 'me, in giving me the ho- 
nour, to offer all but one (born when I was abſent-in the Wars) 


jto him in Baptiſm, with-fervent prayer and thankſgi 8: Many 
defecti 


have Children, but they are either redundant or ve in 
their Members,:or Senſes, of otherwiſe deformed ;. But-the.Lord 
graciouſly gave'unto me, mine, perfe&and well-favour'd 3 Others 
have Iſſue, but they are all'of one Sex 3 But the Lord benefici- 
ally, almoſt equally divided my number, giving me Seven Sons, 
and Nine Daughters. Rrere Sever 


ſhould be the Father of many Nations, and that-his Seed ſhould 


Baſis of that great. and National Church, and of his only people, 


fully falling out of a living Coffin of . Fleth, into a dead-one of 
Earthz or expiring, not long after; Whereas, all mine (except- 


Divers Perſons have Children, but they, through their Parents | 


—— OO ——— 


— 
—— ———— 


4 Ruth 4+ I'I- 


Gen. 15. $ 5 

Gen. 22. 1 - 

Gen, 46. 8. 
Unto Verſ. 28. 


Plal: 14. 12, 


Pal. 128. 3,4- 


i —_— 
pe _ — 


« 
HT” 


"IT | 


_—  — - - I ——_ 


Oe IO 0 OOO 


Occafzonal Meditations. 


Gen. 17.7. 


* | Pfal. 116. 12+ 


AR. 2: 27, 
AR. 3.14- 
Rev. Te. he 

Pal. 87, S, 6, 


| 
"Mat. 16, 26- 
Gen. 1. 26,27- 


' Col. I. 12, 


p 2 ' J+ is, 
Ti: 


_— * wy OY ch 
.- 


Several Perſons have a large Progeny, but they prove to be| 
pricks in their Eyes, and: thorns to their {1des, by their wicked } 
lives, and difobedience ; (but the good Lord, bleiled be his 
Name) hath given me to ſee ſome Characters of ſaving Grace 
ingraved by his bleſſed Spirit, in the major part oi mine; and 
ſome good hopes of the reſt, in God's good time: - O Lord, haſt 
thoa inricht me with the beſt Farthly Treaſures? ſixteen Sons, and | 
Daughters; and multiplied that number of Mercies,as to the ma- | 
ny bleſſings, Temporal, Spiritual, Eternal, conferred upon the| 
greater part of them already; and upon the reſt, in that thy, 
Sealed Covenant of Baptiſme, and in'thy faithful promile, made| 
to me, as well as to Abraham; fince thou haſt given me to be-} 
lieve, and to plead it here betore thee; I will be thy God, and 
the God of thy Seed : What {hall I render unto thee, O Lord, 
for all theſe thy benefits ? Since I, and my Children, are bur like 
ſeventeen Cyphers, which ſignify nothing, unleſs thou place with, 
and before us, that only bleſt Unite,' thy Holy One, the Lord 
Jeſus, in, and by whom we {hall be accounted of a great value 
with thee; and be numbred amongſt-thy Saints : O let me; and 
my Childrens Children, obey and glorifie thee, until time be 
{wallowed up in Eternity that what 1s wanting now, as to our | 
thanktulneſs, may be in ſome meaſure, (although never enough, | 
for thy mercies are unimeaſurable) be ſupplyed in' the length of 
years, and by ſo many, and 1n, and by their multiplyed Genera- | 
tions ; for whoſe ſakes, as well as for this preſent Age, I humbly 
Regiſter here, both thy bleſſings, and my perpetual praiſes. | 


AMmen. 


x The BEE-HIYVE. 
A thankfull Poem on the ſame SubyeR. 


H' ſt thon, 0 gratiows God, ſo bjghly honor d me, 


| 
' 


As to co-work,, and be thy humble Inflirument, 

To bring forth Souls, array'd with. Immortality, | 

Mobe worth than this whole world,with its rich orne- 
"As being living Images of Thee, by right, ( ments, | 
: Of Chriſt, in poſle, #0 be glorious Saints in. Light? F 


''' Haſt thou by we," O' Lord,” ds thy bleſt ſecond canſe, 
1. © Bodies produ@, that for their rare excelling frame, 
Are little Worlds; and through' obedience to'thy Lawes, 
And Faith; ſhall be like thee;and truly fear thy Name? | 
| Ha ft 


— 
— 


P— — 


Occaſtonal Meditations. 


—  ——_— —— Mc —_— CD ee rr ee  nnm_ 


Haſt thou me given ſixteen Tongues,and ſixteen pair 


Of Hands and Feet, to praiſe, ſerve thee; for thine they are? | 


And ſhall my Muſe be ſilent £ All theſe Tongues be' by 
As to thy praiſe? No Lord, through thy aſſiſting ghee, 
I, and my ſwarm of Children, ſhall become - - ©) © + 
A holy g@nire, a little Church, thy dwelling Places 
The Trumpets of that Goodneſs, which gives me to ſee 
Sixteen fair Branches from one bleſſed' Tree. :.& a3 


- 4 


Lord, did thy Abraham eſteem one Iſaac.more | 
Than all his Earihly wealth ? Are «4 'Poſterity, - '/-% 
The living Monuments of Parents, a rich Ore? '- 
our lively Pourtraifures, in whom we never die 
Pillars of Families, and the Foundations, ” ew. 
And Bnilders up of Churches, Cities, Nations, 


The 5 rength of Kingdomes, Riches of 4 State; | 
The honour, and defence of their wenk aged Sires, - 
As ready for to meet the Enemies in the Gate, ''' © 
A gift only from thee; the fruit of ch1 | de es, 
Natures prime Flowers for beanty ;, and which long endure, 
Onr choiceſt Honſhold- ſtuff, and richeft-Furnitare. ' 


0 let me, as my prop"reſt 1G of Gratitude, 

As living 8acrifices, offer them to thee, 
And to thy Service; ſince ſuch ſervitude, 

Their freedome is, (as once I did in Baptiſme,) 
Lord, hear my fervent Prayer, and anſwer give, 
Granting them all, in thee, a renew 4 life to live. 

Amen. ohh 


Upon the Lord's moſt bountiful goodneſs'in-giving me an 
Eſtate of Inheritance, of about Three Thou AT Thi 
Hundred Pounds a Tear ; and upon his-wiſe and righte- 
ous Providence-ſimce, in his, Re:aſſumptios, and taking 
it from me : Naked came! T out of ' my Mothirs Womb, 
and naked ſhall T return thither ; The Lord bet 


and the Lord hath taken ; bleſſed be the name of 1 
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Ted 8. 1,2. 
| Mart. 7- 1,2. 


| Job 43- 7,8. 
Plal-35;.11,v6. 


i Sam. 22.8. 


I Cor. 4, S. 
d Pal. 37. 6, 


|L Tim. 6. 17- 
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; Job $.-10, 


Pſal, I 19, 75. 


3 Mart. 16. 26. 
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ſons Judge not before the time; when the, Lord 


| 


Soliloquinum, or Diſcourſe. 
FJ worderful; various, and myſterious, are the aCtings of 


(| 


=. God in this World; ſo that no Man knoweth love, or ha- 
 tred, by all that is before them: All things come alike} 

. to all: There is, one event to the righteous, and to the | 
wicked. Let no Man therefore rafhly Judge himſelf, or his Bro- 
ther, as to theſe mundain, and ſubſolary Diſpenſations; leſt he 
be judged of the Lord, and poſhibly betore he dies; in another 
give Judgment upon” himlelt. This was the great ſin of Job's} 
Religious Friends, apd David's wicked Enemies, in their change 
and low condition; who cenſured the one for i, prot er 


the other as a Rebel, and a Traytor. Wheretore, £ private per- 
d/ hath promiſed 
that the rightequſneſs of all his people, Tall ſhine forth as the 
light, and their Judgment as the Noon-day. 

Man's ſtate in: this'World, is-much like the Moon, to Day in 
the full, glorious and _lightſome;, to Morrow in the Wane,dark, 
and ſcarcely viſible : The Holy Spirit ſtyling all our good things 
here, uncertain Riches, and compares them to an Eagle that hath 
Wings, and ſaddainly flies away; Of this truth, the Lord (to 
his pratfe be it ſpoken) (for, ſhall I receive good, and not evil 
from the Lord? ) hath made me an eminent Example ; when he 
ordered my light to be:-blown-out by one breath; And I, and my 
numerous Family,. to. be letr to ſtarving, and darkneſs; And all} 
this, not. in hatred, but in his wonderful love; which I ſhall here 
declareyjto all the people of God, (from experience, which is 
the cruckt'demodſiration) and to the carnal World, to- whom this 
is a great,myſtery'z\'My gracious God, fince this my:fuffering 
condition, having, inſtead of my Earthly poſleiſions, given me 
himſelf, (the everlaſting fulneſs of all things) to be my unvalu- 
able Inheritance; The _— and aſſurance of which ine-] 
 ſtimable ift, of being his, and he-mine$s And of the Concomi-|. 
tants,, Ihe fruits thereof; Eternal Life, ind Glory (notwithſtand- 
ing my carly. Convertion) 1 would ( had it-been purchaſeable) 
have-given a World for, in my proſperity Evr, what (halt 3 Man] 
gain, though -he mp the whole World, if he loſe his Soul? wt 
yea, What (hall a Man give in Exchange for his Soul? And as to}. 
the. Cloud: over me, the World beliotds only the dark, 
, ok; light-lide/thereof 5 77z.” The wonderful providences, and; 

eryations, - confer'd and. accumilated, ' bath upon-me, = | 


mite," dyring my abgve Eight Years reſtraint, and-ſeparation: 


 whiehlifithe Lord give me leave, and life, 1 ſhall in all humble 
fp : ) thank-,' 
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an þ 


thankfulneſs to God's glory, and his Churches good, more at 
large declare; He having, preſerved me often, as he did David, 
Daniel, and the Three Children in the Cave, Lyons Den, and 
Fiery Furnace; and provided for me, and mine, as ſtrangely as 
he did tor Elizth, when fed with Fleſh by the Beaks of wilde 
and Fle{h-devouring Ravens. 

Eternal Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Three glorious Perſons, 
One Omnipotent, and Incomprehenfible Gcd, and Beeing; my 
God 1n Covenant, my gracious Father, in thy only begotten, and 
beloved Son, the Lord Jefus Chriſt, my alone Redeemer ; The 
only Fountain of love, and goodneſs; for thou art love, and a 
God of tender mercies : Who did(t not only give me a large 
paternal Eſtate, but when that was all taken from the, for five 
Years, in the late Wars, dtd(t in that time of my want, and ne- 
 [ceffity, relieve me and my numerous Family by the gift of a good 

Revenue, ( the Legacy of my Wites Father ) who did not only 
after the end of the late troubles, in the Year 1646. Reſtore to 
me my confiſcated Eſtate 3 but greatly increaſed it, giving to 
me four good Houſes, moſt pleaſant Seats; which. I built, and 
planted not, (as thou didſt once to Iſrael; ) together with a re- 
venue, of about Three Thouſand, Three Hundered Pounds a 
Year, Lands of Inheritance. And now Lord, which is a favour 
\above all the reſt, thou haſt been pleaſed to exchange my earth- 
ly poſleflion, for an Eternal Inheritance, purchaſt for me, by the 
infinitely precious blood of thy own Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
And made ſure unto me, by thy deed, and new Covenant of 
Grace 3 Witneſled, Sealed, and delivered to me, by the Holy 
.{Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth. Thus Lord haſt thou made wy loſs, 

my gain, and converred my earthly poverty, into the riches of 
Heavenz made me to thy people, andito after Ages, a Monu- 
ment of thy mercy, and a witneſs of thy faithfulneſs; in pre- 
{erving me, when thou leadeſt me through the Fire, and through 
the Water, and delivereſt me in Six, and Seven troubles; Yea, 
whatſoever thou didſt fo largely promile to thine, in the Ni 
firſt ſalze, by thy Prophet, thou haſt graciouſly fulfilled to me, 
Wherefore, I will take the Cup of Salvation, and call upon thy 

/Name, O Lord; and pay my Vowes unto Thee, in the mid'ſt of 
| [the Congregation of thy People ; Yea, by this Paper-Herald, I 
will proclaim and tranſmit to poſterity, the many great, and un- 
ion favours, to me, and mine 3 that fo the future Genera- | 


$Wions, of thoſe that love, and fear thee, may truſt in thee, and 
'praiſe, and ſerve thee alſo, until time ſhall be no more. 
Amwens 


| throughout. 
| Pfal. 126, 13, 


So _ The 


1 Sam.24.7,8- 
Dan. 6. 23, 
Dan. 3. 27. 

1 King. 17.6. 


Joh. 4.8. 


Deut, I $, I 


—— — 


Ila. 43s 2. 


Job 5.9. 
Pal.. 91. 
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| 
The ROYAL EXCHANGE. 
A Corolary Poem upon the former Subje. 
\ A Pts the Almighty Power, the Fternal Liebt, | 
The Abyſs of Wiſdome, living Spring 
Of Life, and Goodneſs, out of Nothing's Nicht, | 
Gen. 1. Brought forth the Seeds of every thing, | 
| 
| 


| chroughour, All Creatures were Created good © no change, 
From their firſt Law, did then produce, 
Any defed, in all this lower Range, 
Of Works, prepared for Mans Uſe; 


Till Man, their Lord, by Deviation 
Gen, 3-17. | From God's bleſt Rule, brought, through his Curſe, Jl 
A Change, upon this Worlds Creation, 
Yea, Death, of all things the worſt: 
Hence 7s it, that the once pure Elements, 
Corrupt, imperfe@ are; yea, fight « 
With one;another 5 not at all content, 
With Natures bounds, and their firſt right. 'F 
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Tea, limping Age, ſucceeds our frolick Touth ; | 
And poverty, a proſp roms States | 
Diſgrace, high honours, and diſaſters, doth | 
Dog owr delights; now love, then hate | 
Aﬀeds Os; This Day we ſpeak high, | 
The next, we cauſe have for to monre 3 
Now we. are well 0 Morrow ſick, and dies; 
Like Seas, our Calmes, fore-go a Storm. | 
| 


Pſal. 148. 6. - Thus living Creatures, and Inanimate, 

Prove, and obey God's juſt Decree; 
That Man«that was unſtedfaſt, and ingrate, 

Might plags'd be, with Inconflancy, 

Of theirs, and of his own Condition 3 
And as in a cleer Mirror ſee, | 
| , (1n order unto his > ie" rap f 

Ecel. 1. 14. Their Emptineſs, and Vanity. 


Theſe are Gods Hieroglyphicks, in which we, 
By 4 conjun& Experience, - 

May rend all Creatures Mntability, 

RT If fixt not in tbe Eternal Ens. 
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Bleſt be our great Mathematician, 
that from this low'r cireumference, 
Drawes all theſe lines, and makes them meet again, 
Fixt in our Centre, God Immenſe. 


Lord, to my ſelf, and others, thou baſt we, 
Order'd to be, a Mep of Change 

One of theſe teaching Figures, never frees 
F ro»t ſome removes, ( Theſ 

Then all forepaſt: ) As from ke ſecond place, 
Of honour in three Nations. State 

To be the Obje# of this Worlds diſgrace, 
Of obliquy, and highefs hate. 


That after Twenty Tears, hard ſervice done, | 
( Upon my Countreys call ) wherein 

1 loſt Fiue Thouſand Paundsy yet askt ne boon, 
Nor wages, whiPſt T ſate therein, 

Should now a Priſoner be for life; and dead, 
As to the World, to Children, Wife, 

From Saints, and publick, Worſhip, ſeparated: 

( My food, and comfort, joy, and life.) + 


That after divers Thouſand Pounds a Year 
Poſſeſſton, in a Moments time, 

1 ſhould deprived be of all, and fear, 
A Starving both of me, and mine; 

That of four noble honſes, and ſweet Seats, 
In the prime places of this 1le 

1 ſhould no Hive have for my ſwarmecs receit, 
But live abroad, 4s an Exile. 


Dear Lord, am 7 Eliſha-like, beſet, 
With Troops of trenbles * doth the World, 
Like to his Servants, crie, He's loſt? a Net 
of Miſery, is on him burl'd. 
Lord, open thou their Eyes, and they. ſhall ſee, 
That more is with me, than againſt; 
That Changes, have Exchanges, ſent from Thees 
By which, my State is #zuch advanſs. 


Inſtead of Mundane honors buble, thou 
Haſt me Adopted for thy Son; * 

And granted me to know it, and to bow 
Both Knee, and Heart, for what is doxes 


Sſſſſ2 


e laſt more Frange | 
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Impriſ*nment for life, and long reſtraint, 
converted, made to be, 
A freedome, much inlarg'd, of which 1 pannt, 


For Thouſands loſs of Pounds, and annual Rents, 


Thou haſt -a Hundredefold, (freed from events, ) 
Giv'n me; and life, that never dies; 
An Houſe, not made with Hands, which is above, 


A Crown, a Kingdome, where there's no removes ; 


Who would not ſervice do to thee, whoſe Rod 


Are, for our weakneſs ſake, ſet forth, compar d, 


As. Monarchs do, our common Men £ 


Let Worldly Princes, then, ſet a great rate, 
Wallow in pleaſures; Tle not change my State, 


Much leſs my future hopes, and ſure intaile, 
On me O Lord, through thy free grace, 
Of an Eternal Kingdome, not to faile, 
In Heaven, at th end of my ſhort Race. 


Until which bleſſed Hour, for which 1 wait, 


| 
Thou haſt 
Gal. $. 1. JP 
ry As now, enjoying more of Thee. 
And Houſes like to Paradiſe; 
Mar. 10.30. 
2 Cor. 4. 1,17. 
"Tim. 4.9.8. Eternal, built by Thee: yea more, 
Luke 12, 32, . : 
Aſſur'd, reſerv'd for me in Store. 
Pal, 113.5. O ! wha is like to thee? who but a God, 
Can gifts confer, ſo rich as theſe © 
Is dipt in Hony, and whoſe fees, 
To Empires, pretiows Diadens, 
But do as far exceed, Terrene rewards, 
Upon their Crowns, and Signories 
Nor Priſon, for their Royalties; 
Mar, 10. 39. 
| | The Dayes of my appointed time, 
Job 14. 14. With Job, my Priſon, I will dedicate 


Unto thy Service, as a place Divines 
To ſing thy praiſes in, for this Exchange 
Of Earth, for Heavens $0 fhall T be, 
On Earth, in Heaven; until I changes 
My Place, but not my Company. 


Amen. 


Sol; Deo Gloria. 
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Occaſional FKeditations, | 
(A) Abortion, 
Pyar gre. the Authors Recovery from: 
&- the dinger of an Abortion, and un- 
tizacty Eirih. 
(B) Breaches. 
| Burning, ES 
.Concerning GocP's gracious prevention 
of Breaches betwixt him and his own Fa- 


L aw. , 

Upon Goa's preſervation of hint aud 
his Seruant ſrom being Burnt in their 
Lodgings itt Sommerſer-Houſe. 

| (C) Coach. 
Cough., 
Children. 

Concerning his preſervation from any 
berm, when being alone ia a Coach, he 
was violently caſt out by the Jolt of the 
Coach-wheel upon a Stone. 

Upon his Recovery from 4 dangeroz: 
Cough, and ax Apprehenſion of Death. 

Upon God's great Goodneſs and Boun- 
ty,in giving hin Sixteen Children by one 


ther, and betwixt bim and þjs Father in-|-. 
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Corolary P 0ents 
each immediatl! $; 
going Subje@. 


The New Birth, 


The Vnphiee. 


w 
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The Huricane. 


The Reprieve: 


The Bee- Hive. 


and bis only Wife. 


| | Tittt# 


The'Deliverarce, 


(D) Droning, 


3 
Horm 


fore- 


OO SJ SI" IGo—_——___ _ RS —_ @ w—_ 


R_— 
—_— 


—_ 
_ © Pm—_ 


301 


410 


CE em. ——_ 
ett. ee 


2 n— __ - 


| 


355 


] 


J 


PRs II. tu OI on Ow Oy 


SS Oo—_— www, 7. oo. ev, 


Ft 4 


= 


C*. 


Ls 
wy > 


Y9 


4s ON 
\'& + 


U) 


\L 


19 | 


* 
J< / 


_— 


' 
of 


S, 


Dead Corps. 
Cot 52; 488 þ, is D livergn 7 
era! 19es frou Droving 
| 6H F 1t Dr: abt,amnd 


aj Preger E: 57% Ie: 


A 5-7 4 58 
[C4S;9 I © 4< , 1639. 


— — — 0 OO 


| of ; ® 


Cougt: 


' fr07 # & Conſi: 
| 2 Fluriſie, an: 4 from 


'2f10KE Sh, 


) IDrowntn 
' ( ) 6 - | 
Iroug:'1t. 


op Di7 his feaht of Fo 4 dead COrpS. 


(E) Evils of Difeales. 


Surten: ; OLIN, 
oO turilie, 
Apues. &: e 
Tp072 Þis Recovery from 4 Serfeit, 
ptron: fro: a Co: 22D , fro 


T2ro A 2 OCT CE 01S M1 - 


[ c2CS, 472 x other Diſeaſes. 


(F) Fire 


iy his Touth. 


his Horſc. 


Upoz? God 's preſeroatio 2 of his Hou 
| F ler DF! #13225 1 a 3 C71 Fir &, Jromn "= an 
burnt or much dais 34g. 


(G) Gift: 

Gain. 

Upor Gods great goodneſs in giving 
hin an F ſta :te of ebove 3000. Pounds 4 
Year, and upon his Mares in ordering 
the loſs thereof to his much greater gain. 


(H) Hotſe. 
Concerning his Recovery from ſeveral 
Hzirts Gans by a Fal from his Horſe 


| (I) iofedlicn. 

Upor Gods gracious, Preſervation of | 

[93s avs and Stock, from Infeition, in 
ears of 2 great Rot af, Durrant, 


| 


f the Anſwer 
J'J.1 E th vrecp, Three 
ICEATCS frccejjre vely Criz: Y' Tis i - 1Teares 


Concerning his Preſervation from any 
harm by Eight other JRT Falls fron; 
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Petition, 
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Corolary Poems upon 
each immediately fore- 


going Subjed. 


_ (CK) Killing. 
Upon GO D's Preſerving him from 
Killing, or being Kill'd, in his Lodgings 
in Sommerlet-Houſe, through a miſtake. 
(L) Life. 
Upon Gow's gracioms Preſervation of 
him, and his Families Life and Health, 
in Tears of creat Sickneſs and Mortality. 
(M) Martiage. 
Miltery. 


held forth in God's Ordinance of Mar- 
riage. 
(N) Nottious Diſeaſe of 
the ſmall Pox. 

Upon God's gracious deliverance of 
Him and his Wife Ten times from the 
| Danger and Infedtion of that noTtious 
Diſeaſe the ſmall Pox, when it broke out 


| in their reſpe@ive Families. 


(O) Overſight. 

Upon God's gracious preſerving many 
Perſons of his Family from being burt, 
or kild by the careleſs overſight of a 
Servant diſcharging a Gun laden with 
Ballets in the Room. | 


hood from the InfeFion of the Plague, 
(Q) Quarry-Pit. 
Concerning his being preſerved from 
falling He and Man into 4 deep Quar- 
ry-Pit in the Night. 
(KR) Robbers. 
' Concerning his deliverance from Rob- 
bers, when Way-laid by them. 
(S) Spider. — 
Upon God's preſervation of Him an 
f0is Wife from Soma. by 4 great 
der found at the bottom of their Cup. 
 Trere'2 


# 


Concerning the great and holy Miſtery j 


The Inviſible Guard: 


The ProteGion. 


Epithelaminn. 


ON. | ( . P] Wa.+ 4.4. 
fo Ehncerning ME te BSSER Loi bis chat: 


* | The Preſervative. 


' The Honſe of Cor- 
reFios. 


Providence, 


| 


i 4 4 4 


S- ; IVE = 4. 
The Antidote, 
"a 


The Pitt. 


#. 


The Reſcue. 
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CT) Travel. 


vel and Keturn to his Houſe from being 
Smothered, as others then were in a great 
S70W, 
(V) Vices. 

367 
of Him from the Vices of the Times,when 
left young, without an Over-ſeer in the 
City of . London. 
(W) Wife. 

Concerning God's graciow providence 
and goodneſs to Him, in the gift of « 
good Wife. 


373 
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An Alphabetical Table. : 


each immediately fore- 


going Subjce. | 


Concerning is deliverance in his Tra- The Showy Land- 


| 


| 


Concerning God's gracious preſervation The Metropolis, 
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Corolary Poems upon | 


Skip. 


The good Wife. 
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ALPHABE TICAL TABLE. 
Of the Signficant T itles prefixt to the ſeveral 


Poems, with their ref pective Folioes, for the more 
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ready finding, and turning to any of * them. 
Folio, ( A ) (O ) | Folio. | 
351 He Antidote. The OFonary. 353 | 
360 The Angler- (P) 
(B) Toe Pit. 357 
333 | The Betheſda. . The Petition. 385 
(CY The ProteGion. 400 | 
399 | The Circle. The Preſervative. $4227 | 
418 | The Houſe of CorreTion, The Providence. 425 | 
i (Q) 
410 | The Deliverance. R) 
| (E) The Remembrancer. 349 | 
378 | The Epithelamium. The Reſcue. 1365 
406 | The Extinguiſher. The Reprieve. 339 
432 | The Royal Exchange. - (S) 
| CF The Shower of Mercyi 385 
(G) The Sober. _ [493 
414 |The Inviſible Gnar | CT.3--: 
| (H) The T empeſt. 
The Hurricane. The Tipe and Anti-Tipe: 
28 |The Bee-Hive, The T, enkegiving. - 
| I 
Farths Jubilee: a The Triumph. | 
CK ©(v) 
(LY The- UOmphire. 22+ 
362 |The Snowy. Landſkip. (W) 
384 | The ME The good Wife. x) 
) 
370.|The Metropolis; [0S 
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ISSISLOSHESSISSSSSIHSSSS? | 


The ERR AT AES of the Preſs, which the 
Courteous Reader is deſired to amend. 


\ge 357. Line 26 for went, wert. P- 351. | 23. f. in, anto. p. 364. 1. 11, f. Temple, Tempe. 
p. 356. Mar, f. Eclet. Epheſ, p- 368. 1. 4. f. Mqgado's, Meanders. 1. 26. (and ſubjed#s of ) 
fit ſubjects for. p. 369. 1. 30. f. time, true. p. 372.1. 9. f. by, but. I. 35. f., comfort, conſort. 
P- 373. 1. 28. f. be, by. p. 374-1. 33. f. fild, foild. p. 396. 1. 26.f. and, Ar. p.379- 1.6.f. 
twas, iwins. P. 381. |. 24. f. commenting, Cementing. p. 382. l. 22. f. draugt, drought. |. 25, 
f. Aﬀeton, 4fidtion. 1. 333 f. this, bis. p. 364. 1. 33. f. (for) or, 1. 34. f. Hive,Huwe.. p.386, 
l. 5. f. wings, winds. I, 11 f. World, would, 1. 31. t. morning mourning, p.381.1 6. f. feaverſh, | 
feaveriſh. 1. 16. f, Health, Heath, Þ 388.1. 16.f. preluge, prelude. p. 390. 1. 23.f. diſaſters. | 
diſtempers. P-3$9.. |. 33 f. Chinicke, Chimicke. p 403. Mar. f, Gen. Lamon. p. 406. 1. 4. f. 
vareft, rareſt. 1. 31. f. downe, downie. Þ, 410, Mar. f. Ecletias. 1, 7.3. 1. 3. 7.95 f. Geneſ-10; 
Geneſ. 19. p. 411. 1. 28. leave out O. þ. 416. 1. 30. f. ſhakes, ſhales, p. 419. 1. 5. f- your, you. 
p. 424. Mar. f. Pſal. 6. 43. Pſal. 64. 3- P. 427. Mar. f. Gen 15. $9. Gen. 15. $. f. Gen. 22.1, 
_ 22.17, f. Gen. 46, Gen, 16, 8. P+ 430. Mar, f. 7ob 43+ 7ob, 42. Þ. 432. 1: 14, \ thinges, 
Changes. 
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' DireQted to his Intirely affeQed Brethren, The 


PRESBYTERIAN,| 
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CONGREGATIONAL-MEN, * 


As a Probable means for their Agreement 
and Union. 


IMPRIMAT. YFoſeph Carill, 
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-EPISTLE OF PEACE 


Direced to his 


] 


Congregatiqnal-men, as a probable means for 


their Agreement and Union. 


Sincerely Beloved, 


—_ TT oo OR * 


Have read of Two Children contending in- the' 
Womb of their Mother,the one beloved, the other 
hated, but ye are both Jacob's, both the Iſrael of |. 
God, '0 far be it from ſuch Brethren to rend and 


| aj all, wh is above all, and through all, and in you all. b 
XXXXX 2 


ww 


— 
: 
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a 


Entirely afteQed Brethren, the Presbiterians, and 


lacerat their Mothers bowels, or to fall out in the!; 6: 
| | Are we not one Body, and have we not- tn) 'Fpli-"4\64. 
one {pirit, one Loh one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father} Lon 
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Gen. 250 22. 
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Noah s «Dove. 


—_ 
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Gal. 5. 22. 


mar. 11 29. 


Joh. 13 34, 
35+ 


I Cor. 6. S 4 


6. 


”. 
| 


Mat, 24+ 12. 


Verſ. 7. 10. 


. 
Verſ.11.& 24. 


'Verſ,26.8& 24- 


1 Verſe 27. 
- Gal. 1. 8. 


| 2001-11-13: len to.the Weſt, ſo ſhall alſo the glorious coming of the Son of]. 
; Man be; that is, (as I humbly conceive) that his Goſpel, which] 
at firſt broke out lixe Lightning in the Eaſt, ſhall in this laſt Age 
upon .the + ruines, and through the Clouds of ſpiritual Zabylop| 
[dart it ſelf, and ſhine gloriouſly in our Weſtern Churches, even] 
Jta the 7=dies; that the other parallel Prophefie may be fulfilled} 
by the ſubjeting and uniting Kingdomes' of the Earth, unto the” 


Mouths. Why ſhould it be fpoken to our ſhame, that there is 


' {ſhall have to truth and true holineſs. But be they as Paxl, or 


"x 
tt. 


ſeech you by the mercies of God, by the excellent effects of 
charity, by rhe fruits of the ſpirit, by the examples and com- 
mands ot the Lord Jeſus, and the Charatter of his Diftiples, be 
meek and lowly, and love one another; $0 ſhall the Plots of 
Kome , and Hell be prevented , and all SeQaries (hut their 


not a wiſe Man amongſt us? No, not one that is able to judge 
between his brethren. But Brother aſperſes and declaims againſt 
Brother, and that before the Antichriſtians. Now therefore there 
is utterly a fault amongſt you 5 Know ye not that Revilers ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God ? But iome will anſwer, that 
they have received a new light 3_ O be cautious, that novelty E- 
clipſe not,gruth, {ſince the laſt Days foretold. and! forewarp'd of} 
by our Saviour, are at hand, wherein iniquity abounds, and the 
Jove of many waxes cold ; hence Father againſt Son, and Son a- 
gainſt Father, betraying one another, and hating one another; 
hence the Judgments ot . Famine and Peftilence z Nation riling 
up againſt Nation. So that the whole World ſeeins to be on 
Fire before its time ; Theſe Days, not-1, but the Lord Jeſus 
the great Prophet of his Church, dictates and points out to be 
the time when many falſe Chriſts and Prophets ( or Teachers of 
Chriſtianity ) ſhall ariſe z who by their applauſe or excellency of 
parts, and external holineſs, by which they ſhall ſhew forth, as it 
were, ſigns and wonders, and gather a Multitude of Diſciples, 
Declaring that in ſuch a Meeting, be it in Woods or Deſerts, or 
in ſecret Chambers, the true way of Chriſt is to be found, de- 
ceiying as it were, it poſſible, the very Ele&., Our Lord teach- 
ing us from hence, how neer a fſimilitude, theſe vew Doftrines 


Cephas in the Church, or as Angels from Heaven, believe them 
not; for as the Lightning comes out of the Eaſt, and ſhines e- 


Kingdome of the Lord, and of his Chriſt. 


.S4 


- | 
us not-then be carried about with every mind of Dodtrine;} | 
but hold faſt the Goſpel delivered to us by Chriſt and his As| 


— a 


—— 


polite in the Unity of bis Spirit, and the bond of peace, <= 1 


— « Loh +, 


| 
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a. 
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other "Foundation" can no Man lay, it being a fin ſo much as to 
doubt, much more to defend, that the Fundamentals of our &e- 


mine his Church, :and to pull down the Pillars thereof; - For if 


righteous do? Wherefore my -hamble ſuit unto our Maſter-buil- | 


. 
. 


ligion, ſome oft' which-are mentioned by the Author to the He-'; 
brews, and 'recaved by: the*Churches tn; all Ages, zare not to: 
bind, as de faturo, as having a poſlibility upon new notions,'to. 
be nulPd or chang'd, which is to make God a lyar, to under- : 


the Foundations be. deſtroyed,.:What ſhall? Nay, what can the £ 


ders, is," to keep the Foundation unmoveable, 'not permitting-a | 
Reſurrection to ancient Hereticks before the time, that ſowhat- 
ſoever:Men build; thereon, whether it be Gold' ar Stubble, may | 
be brought to the Teſt in this Fiery Tryal. | 


Stand* faſt therefore Brethren 1n that-liberty wherein Chi? 
hath made us free, not making -your liberty/a Cloak for malici- 
guſheſs, not 'for an occaſion to the Flefh,' but by love ſerve one 
another; judging thus of one another, that he that loves his 
brother, abides in the light 3 but he that hates his brother, what- * 
ſoever he may boaſt of new_ diſcoveries, walks in darkneſs, and | 
knows not whether he-goes. Becauſe that darkneſs hath'blinded 
his eyes, and that whatſoever ſeems to be' religious, and yer þ 
bridles not his Tongue, he deceives his own heart; 'and his Re- 
ligion 1s vain. X 


ces, and- ordeting theirs Converſations, 
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pereala, Thar-all- ſhall | 


x Cor. 3 


Rom. 14. 


Pfal- 1 >, i2. 


I Cor. 3. 12: 


| Gal. 5, 1.13» 


1 Joh, 2. 9. 1, 


Jann, x. 16. 
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Noah s Dove. 


\ dination, and the Cenfure ot- Excommunication, -reſpedt | 
| being had in Appeals to the Advice and Reſults 'of the | 
£ | Claſſes. and Provincial _ Synods, and ſaving to the Presby- 
SM 8 | terians, their right 'be ordered by their" particular Congre-| 
_- | gatiohs, 


v Eph. 2,21. | Thus far we are knit together in one ' ſpiritual building| 
4 | 1and Temple of God. The great*difference, if I underſtand 
:it> is, the Tegument and ergy D. which is indeed the Or- 
nament, coupling and ſtrength of the whole'dihce: as where|, * 
| ſhall reft (Cas to us) under the, ſame Scepter, the determina, 
tive and concluding . Power, the end of Appeals, the. regulas} 
tion of that unlimited Plea; 'nd ovetatiet extended liberty 
of Conſcience, that ſo we may be one, as Chriſt and his Fa- 
\Ueer are one 5 this, ſome. of you; fix in a. general Aſſembly, 
others limit ,ro a particular Congregation ;, The firft pleads 
| "{not only Scripture analogically, but. pradence for preſerving 
union, and preventing of Tumults.z as alſo antiquity,, from 
| the parallel in» general GCounſels and Parliaments , affirming 
that the other way, bath no Grounds in Scripture, fince 
| Churches were neceſlarily independant, no State being theg 
*% © _ . - | Chriſtian, that this way (by reaſon that our corrupt Natur 
2 hath no check ) is deſtructive to the Unity of Religion': 
| Since, according, to the number of the Congregations will 
- [their Opinions, as alſo pefnicious to Common-wealthsz there] F . 
| veing1.90 ewds ſo bloedy and irreconcileable, as thoſe that] 
break out "about points of Faith; | inſtance in the Warxes be-| 
tween Txrke and Perſian, -Papilts and Proteſtants 1n the Zx| ” 
theran Conteſtations and Ariaz Perlecutions. 1 
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| : 
Joh; 19+ 21. 


Wo : Laſtly, They conclude an inconſiſtency in- this way with] | 
"88 of _ | Relations and collioge, diſafieftion and departure from .Zed;Þ 

| - d, Families, and Imployments, being experimental con-þ 
 « [ſequences of Religious _” w—_ 


| - On' thy other ſide, the -contratting party afficm, chat-4 
; e rdingls,- or Prelatical Synad, that every Member-' of the 
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SAUIch. | ought tobe, and 'is Jure Divino, 
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| Noah's Dove. . Ek, 
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| che Evangelical Scripture ſets forth theirs, and- no other. 


Now dear "Brethren, give me your pardon and: leave with |" ; 
{ Moſes, to ſtep, in_betwixt your Combatings | with" his 4bre- | £942: 13- 
| ham's words, Why do ye Eontend, being ye are*Brethten? it | Gen. rat83 
may be God giviag a bleſſing, and each of. you in his hand, ” Fx 
[ I ſhall io my Prepdoſition Be a Medium to unte\ your , ( only ' "2 
| deſpiſe not my endeavours ) fince the Lorg hides. many 
| things from the wiſe and prudent, and reveales them to 


—— 
_ 


Mat. 11. 2%: 


| | Babes. | bh 

; 

| But to proceed , I obſerve neither of ,you' arrogate to = 

| 'your ſelves an infallibility , but piouſly ſeek an Orthodox x 
'and prudential way of Goyernment, | fer the attaining and 4 


| preſerving G O D's truth ; bleſfſcd are your -eadeavour ; 
yea they. (hall be bleſſed, Wherefore I ask& the* Precbite- 
riens , Why do ye exto] and,lift up a general Aſſembly a- 
| bove the reſt of the f lock of Chriſt? To the 1ndependemnte, 
I ſay, Why do ye prefer the Judgment. of one particular 
Congregatiop, before the joynx& Votes of ,all refined  Chri- 
| ſtian Churches. of the Kingdome? ſurely, the firſt will yield 
'to me, thar where moſt of God's People are, in their - judg-: ; 
ment,” - there is. the greateſt meaſure of. his - Spiritz and- to 
ſuck Aſſemblies principally, and to their Votgs, are ma ' - 
| [all thoſe, gracious promiſes (I need not quote the places )| 
coacerning Chriſt's Spirit and Preſence 3 -I mean to« ſuch a 
|pluktitude , not- of Men only , but-.of purged and viftble "E-=1 
Believes. - | | | " . 


4 The other, 1 preſume, both from Grounds of '< ri | 
| Þ }aod Reaſon, will grant, that "could the. Votes of all*the re-|- 
1 |puted and receiyed Members of * Chriſt , of their ſeveral]. 
Churches, be' joyntly, taken, and in one nul 

be accepted; and are but as the. Vote of one- 
| ion 5 which though. it hath, an increafe of | 
| [Elders yet according to a zrue definition, for 
+ |Church, and , that more eminently, thou 
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| ing, of 'Churches conjunCture and union of *Votes, I ſhall re- 
| member you of theſe Three Chief * Proofs, and Lights. of 
Church Government, both for Doftrine and manners, 'The 
firſt ſheves the Primitive and Apoſtolique ,way of clan 
| Controverlies in Dodrine, by the aa? veg reat Af. 
ſembly - of "the *#Members of the Churches, of Jeruſalem and 
| Jadeas: of, which Churches read As 11.1. and Gallay, 1, 22,1. 
Therefore caſed a Multitude, - As 15. 12. In which the 
Apoſtles ( although mdued with an infallible Spirit ) and; 
the Elders of the Churches did not only Vote, and Decree 
matters {( though that in many caſes wherein the People| 
| conſents, ſuch Votes may be, and are neceſſary, expedi.| 
ent and Jawtul ) but the whole Church, Verſe 32, which} 
compared with A@+,2. Verſe 4x. wherein Three Thou-|' 
ſand are ſaid to be poovered 3 and witli 4&s 4.- Verſe z. 
{ wherein Five. ThoutanU were. by One Sermon converted.| 
| Clearly demonſtrates, - that "this Allcmbly was compoled of 
{ many Congregations, as further appearce 'from the Apoſtles 
Teaching and. Preaching in every Houle, 4#; 5, 42, How 
elſe could Eight” Thouſand Men, beſides Women and Chil. 
dren, be taught ahd edified. | 


The like is proved from the EleGion and choice of the}: 
Seven Deacons, by the Vote+of ' the Multitude,* A; 6, x, 
where the Apoſtles, and Flders alſo' were preſent; wea t leſ+ 
whom the Holy Ghoſt AGs 2. 47. calls a Church. in a Nat}, 
tionall <reſpe&t , he cafls Churches, As 9. 31. in a Cok| , 
gregational conſideration. And laltly, in Corinth there mote! 
than probably. appeares to be, many "Congregations , elle\ 
whence or where were theſe diſcentions and. dwifions? ſome 
ſayivg, I am of Pax! ; others, I am of Apollo, of Cephas, 


-to meet in' one Aſſembly for the Excommunication of the! 
| inceſtuqus Perfons, 1 Cor. 5. 4, Where note, they were to 
1 meer; to whom the Epiſtle was direded, and who are ads} 
| moniſhed to mourn'* But 'the + yy and Exhortation wat 
+1gireted\ to the whole : wm - 

ſhall"Gefire it, have a Tight $0 a Vote and'*cenſure, 


Haviog thus fully 
Pro nces, and eonle 


TY _ 


| Noah's Dove. , & 
; mand to meet for the deciding of any great difference, 
[yea , the Apoſtles, though of an infallible Spirit, did not 
' contradict , but gave both approbation. and inſtitution ro! _ . - | 
'that liberty. I ſhall with humbleſt ſubmiflion offer this 0 
| lowing prepoſition, as a right and fit Medium of reconcili- | a&. 21.224 | _* 
'ation. That 1n all great Schiſmes and Hereſies, over-ſpread- = 
'ing whole Churches, if the breach cannot be'made up by £2 
| advice, argument, and ſubordinate Diſcipline,” either Congre- EI 
| gational or Presbyterian, an Appeal! be made to a general a. 
| Aſſembly, who afrer the ſtating, diſputing, and voting ſuch 
| | Po:nts in difference, together with the merit of the offence 1 
'C the Recuſant Church or Churches, notwithſtanding conti- 
nuing unſatisfied ) that then the Aſſembly adjourn that Seſ- 
\' fions for Three Moneths 3 in which tlne, the Aſſembly, Mem- | 
| bers of -each Congregation to be ordered atter Faſting and | 
| Prayer, to ſtate the* Queſtion, and declare their Arguments, | 
and Judgment of the General Aſſembly to their particular 
Churches, and ſo accordingly at that Meeting receive and | 
| bring up each Churches - Vote and Sentence, with the num- [1 
ber ( becauſe of the diſproportion of Pariſhes ) ſumm'd up | 
of thoſe that affirm, and thoſe that diſcent, that ſo at the]. 
[next Seſſion the Queſtion may be. decided and concluged| | 
by the major Vote, both of Churches and Members; which| | 
Scripture-way : will not only by a Religious Policy from time] _ | 
to time diſcover the temper, pulſe, and inclination of the! 
whole Kingdome, and conſequently adminiſter a great help 
and direction to Government, but will give full f{atisfa&ion 
to all, (unleſs to obſtinate Hereticks ) as being the Judg. 
ment and Vote ( even by the Pole ) of all the viſible and 
undividual Chriſtians of the Kingdome. politically united, as 
in one Congregation 3 yea, the diſobedient will be left with- 
out excuſe, and juſtly lyable to their Sentence of Excom- 
munication. | 


1 But put the Queſtion, a conſiderable number of Church-| 
[cs in the Kingdome give 1n their Vote, with a new opinion 
F& |hazarding a rent and diviſion in-the Nation? 


| T Anſwer, that upon fo ſad an occ our Church 
C in imitation of the ancient calling of' General Counſels, | 
upon the over-flowing of - Herefie ). ought to defite- the] _ 

Judgment and” affiſtanee, and that by additional Votes|. | 
if it may be) of all the reformed Churches in the World,}_. ' 

Y. os b, Z1ttt which, 
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'. Noabs Dove, 
. | which comes neereſt to the Judgment of the holy Catholick 
| Chureh, the Body of Chriſt, to which he hath promiſed his 
. preſence and ſpirit. of truth to the end; and therefore 
muſt, as to each particular State or Church, though not 
infallibly , yet prudentially, end and conclude by obedience, 
{either ative or paſhve, the diſcenting Churches, whom the 
civil Magiſtrate, after the Churches Excommunication, is to 
order by Baniſhment or leſſer puniſhment, according as their 
2 Cor: 15.v. |Do@rines ſhall be more or leſs prejudicial to the State 
12,1314 {wherein they live: Which, ſince they ſuffer as evil doers, 
| is ( as to that Common-wealth ) a civil and neceſſary a& 
of preſeryative Juſtice, not an inforcing of Conſcience or 
Mat. 18. 179. | Perſecution. | 


Thus fervently beſeeching the bleſſing of the All-wiſe 
God, upon my poor endeavours, truſting that in the Bow- 
els of love and charity, I have in fiacerity and plainneſs 
declared unto you the mind of Chriſt in all humility, I 
conclude, 


| | The unworthieft of all the Ss 
of the Lord Teſus, 


